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GREEN BELT
of AMUR

The Amur Ecoregion occupies 2.13 million square kilometers
within Russia, China, and Mongolia. It includes 15 smaller
ecoregions three of which are recognized as of international
importance. The Amur River ﬂood plains are an important area
for birds’ migration and nesting. The Green Belt of the Amur
River, an international program, was initiated by WWF to
form the integrated network of protected areas connected with
ecological corridors and buffer zones with special emphasis on
transboundary ecosystems.

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF THE AMUR RIVER BASIN
With the support of the Amurskaya NGO Coalition, WWF managed
not to permit the construction of four hydro power stations in the main
stream of the Amur leaving one of the ten greatest rivers of the Globe freeﬂowing and preserving freshwater and ﬂood plains ecosystems. Instead
of dam construction on Shilka, the main Amur’s tributary, WWF accessed
side effects of the existing and planned dams through a transformation
partnership. With WWF’s support a protected area was declared on
240.000 hectares instead of the planned hydroelectric complex. It
became possible due to a new Scheme for Complex Use and Protection
of Water Objects focused, among other issues, on conservation of the
unique nature of the Amur ecoregion. One of the Scheme provisions is
the prohibition of hydro power stations construction in the main water
course and recommendations not to use ﬂood hazard areas for major
construction.
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ESTABLISHING AND SUPPORT OF PROTECTED AREAS
Over 25 years, in the Amur Ecoregion, 6 national parks, 2 nature reserves,
2 federal wildlife refuges, 5 ecological corridors, a wetlands complex,
and over 30 regional wildlife refuges totaling 7.6 million hectares to
preserve Oriental stork, migrating roe deer, Amur tiger, Amur leopard,
and dzeren, or Mongolian gazelle.
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TRANSBOUNDARY COOPERATION
WWF provides assistance to the existing transboundary nature reserves
«Dauriya» and «Khanka Lake», supports partnerships between nearborder reserves «Bolshekhekhtsirsky» and «Sanjiang», «Bastak» and
«Hunghe», «Bachadao». In 2016, the Amur Network of Sino-Russian
Near-border Reserves were formed uniting 12 protected areas (PA) from
Russia and 16 ones from China totaling 1,83 million hectares.
By 2019, in Mongolia, Russia, and China, there are 3 PAs of the UNESCO
World Heritage Sites status, 11 biosphere PAs, 20 are included into the
List of Wetlands of international importance.
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CONSERVATION OF ORIENTAL STORK
Most of the Oriental Stork population breeds in the Amur River basin:
75% in the Russian Far East and 15% in North-East China.
Since 2000, the protected areas network for the stork habitat was
doubled, forming up to 1,7 million hectares of wetlands and supporting
50% of all nesting pairs. The volunteers of the Oriental Stork Nest Keepers
movement take care of 130 stork nests. 27 artiﬁcial supports installed.
20 baskets ﬁxed on the trees for future nests. According to the full-scale
census conducted in 2018, the number of breeding pairs in Russia had
increased by 70% compared to the year 2000 and is estimated at 800
pairs.
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CONSERVATION OF DZEREN
Due to the joint efforts of the Daursky and Sokhondinsky Nature Reserves,
Wildlife Management Department and WWF’s ﬁnancial support of the
antipoaching activities the dzerens came back to Russia. Nowadays,
around 13 000 Mongolian gazelles roam the Russian steppes. With WWF’s
support, the area of protected areas for dzeren was enlarged by 366.000
hectares.
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Regional Directorate on PAs, Wildlife Management Departments, the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Environment, grassroots, and scientiﬁc organizations
are among WWS’s partners

