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New transboundary corridor established for tigers of Russia and China
On 18 October 2012 Vladimir Miklushevsky, the 
Governor of Primorsky Province, signed the Decree 
on establishment of “Sredneussuriisky” Wildlife Ref-
uge  thus fulfilling another commitment on tiger con-
servation made by Russia two years ago at the Inter-
national Tiger Conservation Forum in St. Petersburg. 
The Refuge will unite tigers in Sikhote-Alin in Russia 
with tigers in Wandashan mountain range in China.

“The creation of “Sredneussuriisky” Wildlife Refuge 
was included in the “National Action Plan for the Amur 
Tiger conservation in the Russian Federation” which 
was elaborated with WWF Russia active participation. 
Some measures of the Action Plan have been already 
taken - the ban on Korean pine harvesting introduced 
and the penalties for wildlife contraband upgraded. 
Right now the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion has made another step – the created Refuge will 
provide favorable conditions for the rarest cat of the 
Planet, - says Igor Chestin, director of WWF Russia. – 
A year and a half ago together with public we toughly 
resisted the attempts of timber men to enter this terri-
tory and start commercial logging. The establishment 
of the wildlife refuge is our joint victory. We are grate-
ful to all our supporters who defended the forests of 
the Russian Amazon. And congratulate tigers of Russia 
and China with a new “apartment”!”

“Sredneussuriisky” Wildlife Refuge and Pozharskaya 
Korean pine nut harvesting zone play a key role in the 
Amur tiger conservation. These unique Korean pine-
broadleaved forests in the Strelnikov mountain range are 

the only ecological corridor connecting tiger popula-
tions in Russia and China.

“Establishment of “Sredneussuriisky” Wildlife Refuge 
is a key issue for the conservation of the transboundary 
corridor between Russia and China, without which it 
is impossible to restore tiger population in China and 
provide its normal existence in the north of Primorsky 
Province, - comments Yury Darman, director of WWF 
Russia Amur branch. - This is an important step, but 
not the end of the road which lies ahead. The second 
thing is to forever exclude the Pozharskaya Korean 
pine nut harvesting zone which is nearly 40 thousand 
hectares from commercial logging and transfer the 
lease to local residents for the gathering of non-timber 
forest products. This is also a key territory both for lo-
cal people and tigers.  In general, an amendment into 
the Forest Code should be introduced for all pine nut 
harvesting zones within tiger range not to be leased but 
serve their target purpose, namely, to sustain ecosys-
tem service and gather non timber forest products and 
not leased as the rest of the forest stands”.

“Sredneussuriisky” Wildlife Refuge covers 72,7 thou-
sand hectares. It lies mainly within the borders of 
Bikinsky District (56,7 thousand hectares), between 
the state border of the Russian Federation and China. 
The southern part of the Refuge is the unique nesting 
grounds of the Oriental stork where up to 17 stork cou-
ples nest on 20 thousand hectares of suitable wetlands 
which makes 2,5% of this endangered species global 
population.”

         WWF China Programme Office
WWF Mongolia Programme Office
WWF Russia Issue #26. October—December, 2012
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An experience sharing trip is not just a trip itself. 
Indeed, this is an opportunity to learn from each oth-
er, to see what’s happening in reality rather than just 
hearing from others or reading somewhere. This is 
during such kind of trip that one gets inspired, is mo-
tivated and can take ideas and adapts them whenever 
necessary. In this line, the rangers and management 
council members from Ikh Nart Nature Reserve have 
carried out an experience sharing trip to the Onon-Balj 
National Park (NP) mid-October 2012. 
They got acquainted with activities of Onon-Balj NP 
administration, cooperation scheme of stakeholders 
involved in protection of National Park, environmen-
tal policy of Batshireet soum and work under local PA.

Participants have appreciated the results of conserva-
tion efforts and close collaboration among Onon-Balj 
NP administration, WWF-Mongolia branch office, 

Number of environmental and forest protection 
Community-based organizations (CBO) have been es-
tablished throughout the territory of Onon-Balj NP’s 
buffer zone.  There are some CBOs even in the state 
border area. However, due to lack of cooperation and 
integrated approach between those CBOs, border mili-
tary unit and Onon-Balj NP administration, there are 
frequent violations of PA regime. Negotiations need to 
be started with the governors and border military unit 
to take border area under LPA. Therefore, a meeting 
was held early December 2012 in Dadal soum’s Infor-

Experience sharing trip in the Onon-Balj National Park  

Cooperation to be enhanced with border military unit

Onon-Balj information centre, kids’ eco clubs and 
Community-based organizations. They have certainly 
learned something that could be useful for them to rep-
licate and adapt. 

mation Centre to reduce this misunderstanding and 
improve cooperation among respective agencies, in-
cluding Onon-Balj NP administration, border military 
unit 0287, civil servants from governors’ offices’ from 
Binder and Dadal soums, CBOs residing in border areas 
under protection, and WWF-Mongolia branch office. 
The purpose of this meeting was to improve stakehold-
ers’ cooperation, create a common understanding and 
draft an action plan for nature conservation and re-
search of buffer zone of Onon-Balj NP in Binder and 
Dadal soums, protection regime issues of state PA in 
the border area, LPA and areas under CBO protection. 
It was agreed that Binder soums Governor office will 
be responsible for taking under local protection the 
area of “Balj-Khumul” with over 50 thousand of ha, 
stretching from Amgalant river north to the state bor-
der line. After this area would be taken under LPA, the 
Conservation Action Plan, and the management plan 
are expected to be developed involving all stakeholders 
led by WWF-Mongolia. Additionally, the list of people 
to be carried out the monitoring activities in the border 
area was handed over to the border military unit and 
it was agreed that those people will be assisted in due 
course to ensure better cooperation between conserva-
tionists and military officers.                                                                                                                       
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Onon-Balj management plan assessed with both positive and negative findings
The implementation status of the management plan 
of Onon-Balj NP and its buffer zone has been assessed 
early December 2012 involving all stakeholders who 
participated in its implementation since 2010. Further 
recommendations for improvement were issued and 
cooperation action plan for 2013 were intensively dis-
cussed. While the buffer zone management plan has 
been assessed with 60-86% of implementation status, 
the Onon-Balj management plan was assessed with 
several findings. 

• The threats to the selected 7 representatives of 
biodiversity in the Onon-Balj NP have been up-
graded from “high” to “medium” compared to 
that in 2010. 

• However, the viability assessment for Ereen 
Mountain range, pine forest and white-naped 
crane (Grus vipio) has been downgraded from 

“fair” to “poor” due to more frequent fire inci-
dents. In reverse, riparian forest’s viability as-
sessment has been improved from “poor” to 
“fair” compared to 2010. 

• Detailed studies on the red deer population and 
its distribution were conducted in 2010 and 
2012.  Thus, the study findings give the follow-
ing details: while the red deer population in On-
on-Balj NP included about 200 individuals with 
a density of 1.4 individuals per 1000 hectares 
in 2010, it has about 300±62 individuals with 
a density of 2 individuals per 1000 hectares in 
2012. However, the population viability was as-
sessed “poor”, the same rate as that in 2010. For 
the rest of representative or target biodiversity, 
no specific survey details are available for now, 
because no comprehensive studies have been 
conducted yet.

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter
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Sergei Ivanov,  Chief of Staff of the Office of the Rus-
sian President, held a meeting to sum up the results of 
a two years’ work passed since the International Tiger 
Conservation Forum held in St. Petersburg in Novem-
ber 2010.

The meeting with WWF Russia participation occurred 
simultaneously with the second meeting of ministers 
from tiger range countries in Bhutan. The high-rank-
ing participants also discussed results and measures 
taken on tiger protection.

In spite of apparently serious interest expressed by the 
President of the Russian Federation in conservation 
of tigers and other rare species, no tiger poachers de-
tained since the Forum have been jailed. Amendments 
to legislation to impose criminal sanctions for trans-
portation and trade of rare species skins and deriva-
tives have not been introduced. As a result two dealers 
detained in Primorye in 2012 – one with remains of 6 
tigers, another with 8 tiger skins – more likely will face 
only insignificant fines. The destruction of tiger habitat 
continues. Protective forests, regional wildlife refuge 
and Korean pine nut harvesting zones are leased for 
commercial logging.

At the meeting held by Sergei Ivanov the decision was 
made to create maximum change  in the shortest time 
possible by introducing namely criminal liability for 
both poaching and sale, excluding the possibility of a 
sentence without jail time.

“In our neighbor China the death penalty is imposed 
for killing or sale of tiger parts, in Russia the maximum 

Two years after the Tiger Forum: time for a progress report

Tiger killer sentenced in the Russian Far East

penalty is a fine of 2 000 rubles [less than $100], not to 
mention that there is no penalty for transporting. We 
definitely do not suggest to introduce death penalty in 
our country, but poachers and dealers must be aware 
that in case of their arrest they cannot escape impris-
onment, says Yury Darman, director of WWF Russia 
Amur branch.

The creation of a federal refuge in the middle and up-
per reaches of the Bikin River was another topic dis-
cussed at the meeting.  This is the homeland of the in-
digenous Nanai and Udege tribes, so provisions must 
be made to accommodate their traditional way of life. 
Establishment of a protected area with a regime and 
management system agreed upon with local indig-
enous peoples is the best way to ensure that they never 
awake to the clatter of Harvesters felling their native 
forests on the basis of another corrupt timber auction.

“Two years have passed since the Forum, some im-
portant measures on tiger conservation have been ad-
opted”, comments Igor Chestin, WWF Russia director. 
“Land of the Leopard National Park was created, wages 
for state inspectors were raised, funding of protected 
areas was increased. But fulfillment of some commit-
ments is stalled.  First of all, this is legislative initia-
tives and protection of tiger habitats from logging. 
Therefore, this August I asked Vladimir Putin to host a 
meeting to understand the reasons and plan our next 
steps.  Vladimir Putin has charged Sergei Ivanov with 
the task and it was carried out. Of course, the meeting 
protocol and the list of official decisions are still under 
preparation but I think that solutions for all complex 
issues have been found.”

Primorye citizen Alexandr Belyaev is required to pay 
around 18,500 USD for intentional killing of an Amur 
tiger. WWF experts helped to uncover the truth in this 
complicated incident.

On 13 November 2012 a judge in the Khasansky dis-
trict of Primorsky Province found Belyaev guilty in in-
tentional killing of an Amur tiger and sentenced him 
to one year and 2 months of disciplinary labor. Besides 
the criminal punishment Belyaev must compensate the 
damage in the amount of around 18,500 USD for kill-
ing an endangered species included the Red Data Book 
of the Russian Federation. Moreover, the criminal was 
deprived of the right to hunt and his firearm was con-
fiscated. WWF considers the sentence to be just.

At first the incident was regarded as a classic tiger at-
tack on a human. Alexandr Belyaev categorically stated 
that a tiger sprang on him unexpectedly, and that he 
was forced to defend himself with a gun. But the in-
vestigation done on the site and the criminal expertise 
conducted by the Hunting Department and WWF have 
revealed how the forest tragedy happened in reality. 
The court was presented with absolute evidences of … 
a human attack on a tiger.
It became clear that Belyaev, pursuing a roe deer, no-
ticed a tiger on a nearby slope. The tiger was at a long 
distance and showed no aggression. But the hunter 
opened fire. Three bullets hit the target. The heavily 
wounded tiger did not turn on the man but tried to 
escape.

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter
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Operation on saving Amur tiger cubs completed in Primorye

“We have met this male when doing annual winter 
tiger monitoring. It was never regarded as a “conflict” 
tiger, comments on the situation Pavel Fomenko, bio-
diversity conservation program coordinator at WWF 
Russia Amur branch.
“Expertise of its dead body proved that the tiger was 
satiated and well-nourished. And a healthy and well-
fed tiger never attacks a human if it is not wounded or 
threatened.”

WWF is glad that a guilty verdict for tiger killers in 
Russia is becoming the norm. The principle of un-
avoidability of punishment works. This is the third 
guilty verdict in the past three years. For comparison, 
in the period since the collapse of the USSR to 2009 
only one guilty verdict was imposed. All the rest of the 
poachers managed to evade responsibility that time.

On November 27, three Amur tiger cubs approached 
one of the military units in the central Primorye in 
an attempt to hunt a dog but were scared away by the 
watchman. The information was reported to the Pri-
morsky Province Hunting Department. The behavior of 
the kittens and research of the area proved the tigress 
absence. On November 30 and December 2, rangers of 
the Department caught the 4-5 months old animals. 
It is rather challenging to find and catch tiger kittens 
scattered in the taiga when it is constantly snowing. 
But thanks to the prompt actions of the Hunting De-
partment staff and assistance of WCS experts the cubs 
have been rescued and transported to the temporary 
wild animals care center. WWF has provided funds for 
the rescue operation.
According to WWF Russia, there are two scenarios for 
the cubs’ future: to spend all their lives in the zoos, 
circuses or to be released into the wild after rehabilita-
tion in a center.
It is important to conduct the rehabilitation in a proper 
way which implies complete isolation from people, 
maintenance of fear of humans, teaching hunting tech-
niques and as a result a release into the wild. 

WWF always provides money for such programs and 
ready to proceed to fund rehabilitation efforts. But 
there are certain difficulties in going this way. 
WWF has been raising the issue of orphaned tiger cubs 
release into the wild since the ninetieth but the govern-
ment has not given any decision yet leaving the topic 
to be discussed by the grassroots and scientific organi-
zations. Today there are several centers in Primorsky 
and Khabarovsky Provinces where tiger cubs can be 
temporally kept but all centers can only cure animals 
and not adequately train them. In fact today we have 
no governmental rehab center of a desired level, infra-
structure, funding and qualified staff.
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Saved young female tiger in a cage

Tiger cubs were being caught with this kind of fork
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Annual Amur tiger monitoring started in the Russian Far East 

Rare birds within the eyeshot of ornithologists

Primorsky Province Hunting Department has started 
every winter tiger monitoring in cooperation with experts 
of scientific and non-governmental organizations.

In Primorye field workers will follow about 250 routs 
covering 23,555 square kilometers which is 15-18% of 
the total tiger habitats. The monitoring will be held on 
16 plots. 

This and next year monitoring will play an important 
role for preparation of the 2014-2015 censuses which 
is done once in ten years. It is important to train people 
and build interagency cooperation.

10,000 USD allocated by the Russian Government to 
do the job is insufficient therefore WWF has provided 
assistance for the monitoring on two plots. 
Also, WWF’s experts participate in the field research 
additionally controlling the process on behalf of the 
public.

Field research of rare birds of the lower reaches of the 
Amur River have been conducted in Komsomolsky 
Nature Reserve and Udyl` Wildlife Refuge with funds 
provided by WWF’s small grants program “Reserves 
and National Parks of Russia”. In Komsomolsky and 
Udyl` waterfowl and semi-aquatic birds enlisted in 

the Red Data Book are regarded as rare ones including 
Steller’s eagle and swan goose. 
After a long brake – ornithological research in the 
Reserve was conducted in 80-th and in the Refuge in 
early 2000 – scientists from Moscow and Khabarovsk 
made a revision of  already known and potential nest-
ing grounds of swan goose, Steller’s eagle and other 
rare species, conducted a census of waterfowl and mi-
gratory birds, found 62 nests of Steller’s eagle, made a 
map of the birds’ distribution.
Analysis of the nesting grounds will help to develop a 
strategy for monitoring Steller’s eagle status in the fu-
ture.  Also results received will be taken into account 
when developing measures for rare bird species pro-
tection.
For the time being the number of Steller’s eagle re-
mains stable in the territories of protected areas in the 
lower reaches of the Amur River. 
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The Reintroduced Captive Red Deer Integrated into the Wild Population
Mr. Tan Chunzhe, a ranger of Wangqing Forestry Bu-
reau, shot 5 photos and a 2 minutes 40 seconds long 
video of a group of red deer with his digital camera 
in Lanjia forest farm of Wangqing Forestry Bureau at 
8:10 a.m. on Nov 16, 2012.

There are 5 red deer in the photos and video. WWF 
staff identified that there is at least one wild red deer 
in the photo. Three of them could be confirmed as the 
reintroduced captive ones released on this July 29 
because radio color or ear label can be seen clearly. 
The one could not be confirmed because of the angle 
of the photo.

According to WWF’s ungulate survey in 2010, red deer 
is very rare in Wangqing. According to the staff from 
Wangqing forestry department, it is the first time to 
encounter a wild red deer in recent decade.

“The shape of the antler of the wild red deer is cone-
shape, which indicates that it is a sub-adult male with 
17 -18 months old. Red deer’s sexual maturity is reached 
3.5 years old. Therefore, this one does not have repro-
ductive capacity,” expressed Prof. Zhang Minghai, the 
ungulate expert from Northeast Forestry University.

Prof. Zhang noted that sub-adult red deer in this age 
normally does not live alone, which implies that it is 
very possible there is a wild red deer population very 
close to the five ones.

Ms Shi Quanhua, officer of WWF NEC Office, says that 
this sighting shows that the captive red deer adapt the 
wildness very well in the harsh winter. They also suc-
cessfully integrated into the wild population, which 
helps improve genetic diversity and vigor of wild popu-
lation of red deer.

Changbai mountains is one of the most important 
Amur tiger habitat. As the main prey of Amur tiger, red 
and sika deer were ever widely distributed in this area. 
Because of the degradation of the environment as well 
as poaching, the wild population of red and sika deer 
decreased dramatically, which is one of the main fac-
tors to prevent the restoration of Amur tiger popula-
tion. To cope with it, WWF cooperated with Jilin For-
estry Department and Wangqing Forestry Bureau to 
carry out the pilot project of restoration of tiger’s prey 
population in Changbai mountains, which aims to find 
an effective way to restore wild population of red and 
sika deer in short time.

“This event proves the feasibility of our project. With 
further implementation and improvement of the proj-
ect, WWF hopes it would be promoted in the entire 
Changbai mountains to reestablish a healthy ecosys-
tem for our final goal, namely, doubling wild tiger in 
the next Year of Tiger,” expressed Dr. Zhu Jiang, the 
head of WWF NEC Office.

 Wild red deer (the nearest one) with captive ones
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Government to Help Wildlife Get through the Unexpected Snowstorms in Jilin

Heilongjiang Amur Tiger/Leopard Conservation Work promoted by WWF in 2012 winter

This winter, Jilin province is frequently attacked by 
snowstorms and extremely low temperatures. In the 
core forest areas of the east and middle parts of Jilin, 
the snow reaches 100 cm. According to the meteoro-
logical department, the snowfall of Jilin province is 
2.8 times of its average amount this year. This kind of 
whether confronts the wildlife with great threatens. 

On December 6, 2012, to help the wildlife get through 
the harsh winter, Jilin Forestry Department issued a 
circular, demanding the forestry departments at all lev-
els to fight against the snow disasters through various 
ways, such as activating the emergency plans, adopt-
ing supplementary feeding, etc. All the efforts aim to 
make sure the snowstorms’ threaten on wildlife will be 
reduced to the lowest extent. 

Meanwhile, winter is the most favorable season for 
poachers. Therefore, Jilin Forestry Department and 
Jilin Administration for Industry and Commerce re-
cently jointly issued the Emergent Notification for 
Joint Survey on Wildlife Conservation Law Enforce-

WWF held a work conference with the co-chaired by 
General Administration of Heilongjiang Forestry In-
dustry, Heilongjiang Forestry Department, the Feline 
Research Center of the State Forestry Administration 
and State Forestry Administration on Nov 7, 2012.

WWF shared its 2012 – 2013 work plan with its part-
ners in the meeting. In terms of policy level, WWF 
would continue to promote the establishment of 
Dongfanghong tiger nature reserve to secure the tiger 
habitat in Wanda Mountains connected with Sikhote-
Alin area in Russia, where the largest wild Amur tiger 
population exists. WWF would also help Dongning and 
Suiyang to extend nature reserve area respectively. At 
the same time, WWF would support the Amur leopard 
survey in Heilongjiang province meanwhile improve 
the cooperation of tiger/leopard conservation between 
Heilongjiang and Russia Far East.

In the field level, WWF introduced 
its winter monitoring plan. WWF 
was going to cooperate with Hei-
longjiang Forestry Department, 
the General Forestry Administra-
tion and the Feline Research Cen-
ter in such fields as tiger/leopard 
information reporting, capacity 
building of nature reserve staff and 
tiger/leopard monitoring data-
base.

ment during this Winter and next Spring. According to 
the Notification, the forestry agencies at all levels will 
make further efforts to protect wildlife and preserve the 
anti-poaching achievement, especially to strengthen 
the law enforcement on the poaching of wild animals.  

The forestry departments at all levels in Jilin will also 
cooperate with various wildlife rescue organizations. 
Effective measures will be taken to rescue the wounded 
or sicken wildlife, especially the endangered species. 
The snowstorms make it difficult for wildlife to find 
food. To solve this problem, local forestry departments 
will increase the time, frequency and coverage of sup-
plementary feeding, especially at the key habitants for 
wildlife.

To raise the social awareness of conservation and en-
courage the local people to get involved in the wildlife 
conservation and snowstorm combat, Jilin Forestry 
Department also takes use of different media for com-
munication in this campaign.

In order to magnify the influence of tiger/leopard con-
servation, WWF is working with the feline center to 
construct tiger conservation website, which will be a 
platform of news releasing, scientific result sharing, 
public engagement as well as fundraising for tiger con-
servation.

During the meeting, the experts from the administra-
tion and the feline research center also introduced 
their plan respectively. Dr. Jiang Guangshun, from 
the feline center presented the plan of the operation of 
tiger/leopard monitoring system. And Mr. Sun Haiyi, 
the expert from the forestry industry administration, 
introduced Heilongjiang’s leopard survey plan in the 
coming winter. WWF would support both of the plans. 
Senior official from SFA also committed to co-fund the 
above project in Heilongjiang province.

Mr.Sun Haiyi introduced leopard survey plan

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter
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Standards of admissible impact can damage the Amur River Basin 
and harm local people warns WWF
Public hearings on the standards of admissible impact 
were held in five Far Eastern regions of the Amur 
River Basin.

They have proved that the document cannot become a 
basis for the river management and should be revised 
instead.

WWF Nationwide Wetland Conservation Campaign kicked off in Northeast China
Qixinghe Notational Nature Reserve, Heilongjiang 
Province signed cooperation agreement with East 
Dongtinghu Nature Reserve, Hunan Province in Qix-
inghe nature reserve. The two reserves agreed to co-
operate in monitoring and protecting oriental stork, 
lesser white-fronted goose and Eurasian spoonbill to 
build a safe corridor for the migrant water birds. The 
two reserves are critical for migrant water bird in the 
north and south of China respectively.

This also kicked off 2012 WWF WAA (Wetland Am-
bassador Action). The theme of WAA this year is Fly-
ing Feather of Wetland, which is co-funded by WWF, 
Wetland Center of the State Forestry Department, SEE 
Alashan Fund and the Coca-Cola Company (TCCC). 23 
bird watching societies and nature reserves nationwide 
participate in this campaign to carry out water bird 
related environment education, communication and 
conservation activity in order raise the general public’s 
awareness of the conservation of migrant water bird.

The representatives from the Wetland Centers of the 
Forestry Departments of Jilin and Heilongjiang, 6 wet-
land nature reserve, including 4 Ramsar sites, China 
Bird Watching Alliance, 2 bird watching societies from 
the Northeast, TCCC, as well as expert from the North-
east Forestry University attended the kick-off work-
shop and exchanged their views and experiences on 
water bird conservation, monitoring and communica-
tion. 

The volunteers from Cargill Company and Bodu vil-
lage, the partner of WWF-Cargill-TCCC sustainable 
agriculture and wetland conservation project, also 
took part in this activity.

“2012 is the 20th anniversary for China to join Ramsar 
Convention. The original intention of the convention is 
to protect the habitat for the migrant water bird,” said 
Dr Zhu Jiang, the head of NEC Office of WWF CPO, 
“we take water bird watching as the theme of WAA this 
year in order to make the general public to understand 
the relations between wetland and migrant water bird 
and the urgency of wetland conservation.”

Qixinghe Nature Reserve is located in the heart of San-
jiang Plain with 20,000 ha of wetland and was listed as 
Ramsar sites in 2011. It harbors many endangered spe-
cies including red-crowned crane, oriental stork, Pal-
las’ sea eagle, Eurasian spoonbill and whooper swan, 
etc.

Wetland conservation campaign kicked off
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We can create a green environment by own hands

Gifts of Amur tiger on New Year fair

A two-year activity “We can create the green by own 
hands” was announced among WWF-Mongolia sup-
ported eco clubs. The objective of the activity is to es-
tablish green environment by children’s own hands, to 
increase their practical knowledge and to enjoy from 
living environment.

Club members will create children’s garden where can 
include pond, a variety of wild flowers, trees with sup-
port by communities and parents. Children also may 
want to place benches which enables the area to be 
used for outdoor learning.  The design and display of 
the garden can be various, by children’s own thinking 
and creation. The kids clubs carry out regular activities 
within their schools targeting at other students, par-
ents and teachers. As for example members of envi-
ronmental kids club named “Green gold” of Batshireet 
soum of Khentii province have initiated an interesting 
contest among higher grade students. They used “No-
madic Nature Trunk“ and conducted a contest titled 
“Who knows better names of animals in English?”. 
The event had twofold aim: to improve English lan-
guage and to explore animals of the world. 

WWF-Russia together with partners has brought non-
timber forest products from the Amur tiger habitats – 
Korean pine nuts harvesting zones – to the New Year 
gastronomic fair held in Moscow presents natural 
products from all over Russia.

Gifts of the Amur tiger are presented by leasers of valu-
able Korean pine nuts harvesting zones which are key 
for Amur tigers and local people. 49 years long lease is 
given to WWF’s partners to harvest non-timber forest 

products and collect herbs. This means that no com-
mercial logging will be done here.

Being real masters of the leases territories the lease-
holders provides extra jobs for local people, protects 
forests against fires and illegal logging. They are inter-
ested in saving the “bread-giving” trees and gaining 
maximum profit from the complex use of non-timber 
forest products and not from logging operations.

EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNICATION
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The winner

Amenities of the Udyl Federal Refuge on the silver screen
The Udyl Lake documentary was presented in the visit 
center of the Komsolmolsky Nature Reserve on De-
cember, 13. The film was shot with the support of Am-
way and WWF’s program Zapovedniks and National 
Parks of Russia.

Udyl is one of the biggest lakes of Khabarovsky Prov-
ince, it is a wetland of the global importance.

“Ussury taiga does not look like African savannas. 
It is extremely difficult to capture animals on film here. 
Foreign professionals worn their way of this situation 
by using automatic sensor cameras. Our know how is 
to think and feel like local animals, comments Vasily 
Solkin, one of WWF staff and the documentary script-
writer and producer. I hope that our film will infect 
spectators with love and wonder, the emotions we ex-
perienced when first came to the lake”.

Out of 53 students from 7-9 grades, E.Bayar from 9a 
grade was rated the best and awarded with some small 
rewards.
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EDUCATION AND 
COMMUNICATION

The fifth and last in-service teacher training will 
be followed-up by an experience sharing meeting
To promote the Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment, the fifth in-service teacher training for second-
ary schools has been organized in six soums underlying 
the Onon River Basin. The specific theme of this train-
ing session was the issues of state protected areas. Ad-
ditionally, the focus was on delivery of theoretical and 
practical methodologies on how to give understanding 
on PAs via some subjects such as Civic Education, Mon-
golian Language, Geography, and Biology to secondary 
level students and how to create problem solving and 
decision making competencies among school students. 
Training was attended by 241 individuals including 
teachers, studies’ managers, and principles of the sec-
ondary schools of the soums. Based on the above four 
subjects, training topics were discussed and exercises 
were done and methodological recommendations on 
learning process steppes were provided at the end of 
each exercise. Since 2010, WWF-Mongolia has carried 
out five teacher training sessions using whole-school 

approach for all soums in the basin, within its policy to 
promote ESD. Number of locally-relevant curriculum 
were developed and tested by teachers. Therefore, we 
deem important to hold a meeting among teachers to 
provide an experience sharing platform in the forth-
coming spring.
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Teachers at the training

Anyuisky National Park: where tigers and humans understand each other
Ceremonial opening of the visit center, the Kon ranger 
station, and the Bikhan check point was held in the 
Anyuisky national Park on November 27 as part of the 
Northern Tiger project.

The Park together with Khabarovsky Province Hunt-
ing Department, Khabarovskii Province Service for 
Fauna and PAs Protection, Association of Indigenous 
People are partners of the project “Northern Tiger” run 
by WWF and Nordens Ark Zoo with the financial sup-
port of the Swedish post lottery. The project’s aim is to 
save the Amur tiger in Nanaisky district as its northern 
population numbers about 20 tigers.

The visit center will become a platform for communi-
cating with local people, with tourists; will serve as a 
basis for cooperation and understanding for the sake 
of tiger, comments Aleksandr Samarin, the head of the 
park.

Thanks to the project the park staff has managed to 
establish effective system of protection of the huge 
park’s territory: patrol group equipped, off-roaders 
and means of communications bought, the Kon ranger 
station and the Bikhan check-point built.  Also the very 
first objects of the Alima ethno-village that is being 
constructed in the forest are ready for display: a win-
ter cabin, raised covered platforms for food storage, a 
hunting trail with different types of traps traditionally 
used by Udege and Nanai hunters. 
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Fixing a trap for fur animals on a trail in ethno-village

The opening ceremony

Teachers at the training
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WWF Mongolia Programme Manager Batkhuyag 
Baldangombo stressed on strong cooperation in his 
talk about the outcomes of the Poverty Reduction 
through Community-based Natural Resources 
Management (JFPR9125) project last 5 December 
at the ADB Headquarters. 

Speaking at the JFPR Series: Lessons from Mongolia 
Harnessing Community Efforts to Tackle Rural Pov-
erty and Natural Resource Degradation, Batkhuyag 
has revealed to about 60 ADB participants the impor-
tance of working in partnership with various stake-
holders for a common vision.

“It is important to build relationships with the differ-
ent players working with communities,” he added. 
“It was not an easy task for us. But with solid partner-
ships and steadfast determination, significant progress 
took place in community-based institutional building 
and in the preparation of natural resources manage-
ment plans at different levels.”

“In a performance appraisal made last January, there 
were 115 households that stepped up beyond minimum 
wage level, 687 households with improved livelihoods, 
and a number of Community Based Organisation mem-
bers with saving has increased ten times since the start 
up of the project,” he added.“This accomplishment has 
brought the Mongolian in establishing fully-staffed 
Onon river basin Administration to ensure implemen-
tation of Integrated river basin management, which is 
a major effort in protecting of natural resources in the 
region” Batkhuyag happily shared.

“The success of this project provides a good founda-
tion for ADB’s continuous assistance in environment 
and natural resources for Mongolia,” said ADB Natural 
Resources Economist Takeshi Ueda. Mr. Takenori Shi-
mizu, the Japanese ambassador to Mongolia, indicated 
other natural resources extractives that can provide 
sustainable income for the people living in the Onon 
River Basin. Mr. Hayashi, Japanese Counselor to Phil-
ippines, who had visited the project sites, commended 
the clear impacts the projects has made on the im-
provement of the livelihoods of the local communities.

The four-year JFPR9125 project, which is being imple-
mented in seven soums of Onon River Basin to contrib-
ute to poverty reduction in Mongolia and sustainable 
management of natural resources, is one of the two 17 
JFPR grants that have been provided by the Govern-
ment of Japan to Mongolia since 2002. 
It is co-collaborated by the Ministry of Environment 
and Green Development (MEGD), WWF-Mongolia, 
and the ADB.

Strong partnerships escalate poverty reduction and 
ascent natural resources management

The AHEC Steering committee members have under-
taken a field trip to the Onon River Basin and got in-
troduced with field activities. Participants enjoyed two 
groups of taimen fish with around dozen of individuals 
in the Balj river. 

Donors appreciated the headwaters of Amur-Heilong
They have also visited the camp of Nomadic Journeys 
LLC who introduces fly fishing in the Onon river. This 
was an important opportunity for our donors to appre-
ciate the area that we try to conserve and to see where 
the money goes.  
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The Steering committee members in Buriad ethnic costumesAt the field trip
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the pursuit of that mission in Changchun, capital of 
Jilin province.

“I’d only seen tigers in newspapers or the zoo in the 
past,” said Zuo Jian, who traveled from Sichuan prov-
ince, more than 3,000 kilometers away, to work with 
the group. “This exercise was a very valuable chance to 
follow their steps and enable me to have a better un-
derstanding of the big cat. Taking care of tigers is a way 
to protect the environment and ourselves.”

The volunteers were divided into three teams and as-
signed to patrol Lanjia forest in Jilin, and Nuanquanhe 
and Dongfanghong forests in Heilongjiang province, 
which are the main habitats of the Siberian tiger in 
China.

According to wildlife experts, Siberian tigers mainly 
live in eastern Russia, Northeast China and the moun-
tainous areas of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. Fewer than 500 now live in the wild, including 
the nearly 20 that are in China.
“If we don’t take action quickly, these big cats are likely 
to disappear from China,” said Jiang Guangshun, dep-

Regular patrolling to reduce illegal fishing

Volunteers to Protect Tigers

Taimen conservation activities are being intensified in 
the Onon River Basin. Illegal fishing takes place not 
only in summer times, but also during winter. There-
fore, regular patrolling has started to take place in 6 
soums of Onon river basin to prevent/stop illegal activ-
ities. A team of 3-4 persons led by the members from 
6 Fishing clubs, rangers, environmental inspectors, 
and police officers undertake patrolling according to 
agreed schedule starting from early December 2012 up 
to end of April 2013. 

Volunteer conservationists from the China branch of 
the World Wide Fund for Nature patrol the Suiyang 
Siberian tiger protection zone in Heilongjiang on 
Wednesday.

Volunteer conservationists have organized a series of 
mountain patrols to prevent poachers from targeting 
wild Siberian tigers in Northeast China and make more 
people aware of the animal’s plight.

The three-day project, organized by the China branch 
of the World Wide Fund for Nature, attracted people 
from across the country, including Shanghai and Fu-
jian province.

“We wanted the volunteers to learn more about the 
tigers through these activities and to make sure more 
people know about the importance of conserving wild-
life and protecting the environment,” said Liu Yi, who 
is with the fund’s China tiger program.

The environmental group is a driving force behind the 
work being done to research and protect Siberian ti-
gers in the wild. It has opened a branch dedicated to 

At least three patrolling tours will be carried out in 
each of 6 soums during this period. One tour will take 
1-2 days with a team of 3-4 people. Total of 200 km 
of patrolling tour is planned to be conducted in each 
soum territory, focusing on Onon river and its tribu-
tary rivers and the funds have been transferred to the 
Fishing clubs who supposed to lead this activity. Dur-
ing the patrolling, fishing club members are continu-
ously collecting research data. A training session has 
been organized for club members last December 2012, 
to build capacity on data collection, observation and 
research methods and patrolling during winter time. 

This initiative is highly appreciated by local commu-
nities and CBOs with some residents who offered their 
support and cooperation. Indeed, this cooperation is 
of double importance for taimen conservation for such 
sparsely populated country. Locals not only provide in-
formation on illegal activities, but also sense the own-
ership of their homeland and its natural resources. It is 
hoped that if strong cooperation established, coupled 
with effective patrolling and law enforcement activi-
ties, the illegal fishing will certainly be reduced in the 
Onon River Basin.©
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Fishing club member working on data collection
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To catch animals such as roe deer and hares, poachers 
usually set traps or snares on routes they are known to 
take, according to Liang Feng’en, a ranger at Nuanqua-
nhe forest, who worked as a hunter 30 years ago.
The traps often make it either impossible for an en-
snared animal to escape or wound them so badly that 
they can no longer hunt.
Two tigers have been caught in traps in recent years - 
one in 2006 and one in 2011. Both ended up dying of 
hunger.
The Chinese government has also been doing more to 
establish protection areas for Siberian tigers, as it tries 
to restore the predator’s habitat and help the various 
animals it preys on increase their numbers.
Two tiger conservation zones - Wangqing and Nuan-
quanhe - are applying for national level conservation 
status, and several other forestry bureaus are also 
strengthening their efforts to protect wildlife.
“Past exploitation has led to deforestation and a de-
crease in wildlife numbers,” said Liang Zhuo, the 
nephew of Liang Feng’en and a wildlife protection of-
ficial who has worked to restore the environment and 
protect wildlife for more than 10 years.
“It is time for us to repay the debt and strengthen en-
vironmental protection. This is not only for us but also 
for our children and grandchildren.”
He said the work has led to more sightings of tigers in 
the past three years in Suiyang and nearby areas. 
                                   (By Wu Yong, Liu Ce from China Daily)

uty director of the State Forestry Administration Feline 
Research Center, who led the team in Dongfanghong.
“The border area between China and the far eastern 
part of Russia is their main habitat. So protection work 
is also being carried out in this area.
“By doing more to protect these areas, we can build 
a migration corridor to connect Northeast China and 
Russia and provide tigers with a larger and more com-
fortable habitat.”
Olga Sass with the World Wide Fund for Nature’s Rus-
sia Amur branch, praised the work and called for China 
and Russia to cooperate more closely to protect tigers 
and leopards.
Experts said poaching and the deterioration of habitats 
are the main reasons why the predator is endangered.
Winter is usually the toughest season for the big cats 
and poaching tends to become rampant in the three 
months before Spring Festival, China’s traditional New 
Year’s holiday.
Forests in Northeast China are covered by 50 centime-
ters of snow on average in the winter, making it easy 
for wildlife experts to carry out fieldwork by following 
footprints that animals leave behind. Yet, the same 
conditions are also advantageous to poachers.
Peng Jianyu, an anti-poaching officer with the World 
Wide Fund for Nature’s China tiger program, said she 
has helped organize a team that will be composed of 
more than 50 rangers and will be charged with patrol-
ling 15 reservations in the region.

Volunteers in tigerland
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