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tIGeR day In vladIvoStok

WWF staff on a central city square
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More than 50 groups presented by secondary 
schools, kindergartens, pioneer houses, centres of 
children creativity and higher education institu-
tions marched in a bright-red parade along the 
central street of Vladivostok and gathered on its 
main square on tiger day.
this year the WWF’s main message to primorye 
citizens was the conservation of tiger home – the 
Ussury taiga. WWF team was carrying big orange 
and green letters compiling a slogan SAVING 
TIGER - SAVING KOREAN PINE.  The words 
were chanted enthusiastically by the marchers who 
raised the letters high in the air. This theme was 
continued in the WWF’s pavilion which was work-
ing on the central square. Its walls were decorated 
with photos of the “Plant a forest for leopard” cam-
paign, when this spring with the support of volun-
teers WWF planted 576 000 korean pine saplings 
in the land of leopard. 
Another issue communicated at the holiday was 
summarizing the results of the International Tiger 
Forum – how are tigers doing a year after the 
International Tiger Conservation Forum in St. 
petersburg? 
“In 2010 more than 130 thousand people, partici-
pants of the Year of Tiger events in Russia, sup-

WWF staff on a central city street

2

ported WWF. The International Tiger Forum in 
St. Petersburg, where Vladimir Putin on behalf of 
Russia pledged to protect Amur tiger became the 
fi nal result of the Year of Tiger. At present, it can 
be stated: a ban on logging of Korean pine - the 
main tree in tiger forests - remains in force. Vik-
tor Zubkov, fi rst deputy prime minister of Russia 
encharged Primorsky Province Forest Agency 
with a task to amend provincial Forest Plan so 
that to ensure protection of tiger habitat, namely 
nut-harvesting zones, and Sredneussuriisky ref-
uge. Sergey Ivanov, deputy prime minister of Rus-
sia, not only “kissed” the leopard, but also ordered 
to establish the national park with the extension of 
the protected area by thousand square kilometres, 
from which both leopards and tigers inhabiting 
this area would fi nally benefi t,” - says Yury Dar-
man, head of WWF Russia Amur branch. 
“Moreover, in response to our care Korean pine 
paid us back this year with the tremendous har-
vest of nuts - which seems to be enough for every-
body: for animals, birds and people. This means 
that next year we may expect the “harvest” of tiger 
cubs”, - adds Yury Darman.

What has been fulfi lled partially?
• Yury Trutnev, the Minister of Natural 

Resources and Ecology, assigned the ministerial di-



From the winter of 2011, the forestry authorities 
of Heilongjiang and Jilin provinces are going to 
implement amur tiger/leopard monitoring pro-
gramme developed by WWF.
Because of the reality of rare population of wild 
Amur tiger/leopard in China, WWF developed 
this programme for local partners to improve the 
effectiveness of local partner’s monitoring capac-
ity to accurately obtain the dynamic of Amur tiger/
leopard, the change of habitat quality, threat, etc, 
which will help establish database, identify the key 
habitat of Amur tiger/leopard as well as provide 
scientifi c evidence for local authority to carry out 
effective measures of conservation and restoration 
in tiger/leopard habitat.
According to the programme, this winter WWF 
and its local partners of the two provinces will 
mainly work on: 1 identifi cation of current Amur 
tiger/leopard habitat and distribution, 2 identifi ca-
tion of individual Amur tiger/leopard (by tracking, 
infrared camera photo, dung and DNA test of hair) 
and assessment of the wild population, and 3 the 
quality of the habitat.
 So far, WWF and its partners have confi rmed 
the locations, staff and the method for this pro-
gramme. Before the kick-off, WWF is going to 
provide serious technical training courses to the 
rangers. CHINA
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visions to consider the issue of decreasing the rates 
for the unit of hunting lands in some Far eastern 
regions. The high lease cost does not allow hunting 
estates to work effectively, investing, for example, 
in the activities for raising ungulate numbers 
which is critically important for tiger conservation. 
However, Trutnev’s order remains unfulfi lled. 

• The scientifi c grounds were elaborated for 
the establishing of Sredneussuriisky refuge – the 
corridor for the Amur tiger to move from Rus-
sia to Wadanshan Mountains in China. But now 
the process is suspended as “LesExport” timber 
company leased this area in May 2011. In August 
2011, Viktor Zubkov, fi rst deputy prime minister of 
Russia ordered to substitute the leased area with 
other plots, which do not overlap the territory of 
the planned refuge. However, the territory is still 
formally under the lease of “LesExport”.

What remained unchanged?
• The amendments are still not introduced to 

Articles 258 and 188 of the Criminal Code of Rus-
sia and Articles 8.35 and 8.37 of the Administra-
tive Code of Russia, which would toughen punish-
ment for killing a tiger and for transportation and 
possession of its derivates. 

• Measures are still not taken to increase 
ungulate numbers, the amendments are not intro-
duced to the Federal Hunting Law. 

• Poaching still remains one of the main 
threats to tigers; illegal logging in tiger habitat has 
reached its critical scale. However, the subsidies 
for rare species protection have not been increased 
to be used by Primorsky and Khabarovsky Provinc-
es Hunting Departments; forest protection agen-
cies are still not able to work effectively.

• Tiger rehabilitation centre has not been 
created. The Amur tiger monitoring has not been 
ensured by the government as well as the creation 
of the monitoring centre. RUSSIA

Watch video here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnpB46A9YBs&feature=related
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tIGeR/leopaRd lo-
catInG MonItoR-
InG pRoGRaMMe 
developed

Yury Darman making speech for the Tiger Day guests (left)
Charitable all-prize lottery in the WWF’s pavillion (right) 

Tiger Day in Vladivostok: by foot and on wheels
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WWF chIna ceo 
vISIted tIGeR 
haBItat

From August 25 to 26, Mr. Jim Gradoville, the 
Country Reprehensive of WWF China, took a fi eld 
trip in Jiaohe Experimental Forestry Bureau and 
then went to Changchun to sign fi ve-year MOU 
with Jilin Forestry Department.
Because of its geological importance in tiger con-
servation, WWF helped the bureau to apply for the 
establishment of Weihuling nature reserve within 
the jurisdictions of the bureau from 2010.
Jim and other WWF visitors arrived in Jiaohe 
Forestry Bureau at about 8 o’clock in the morning 
on August 26. First of all, Mr. Lin Tianxi, the vice 
director of the bureau introduced the general sur-
vey of the bureau and the progress in applying the 
establishment of nature reserve. 
Jilin Jiaohe Forestry Experimental Bureau was 
established in 1999 and directly subordinates to 
Jilin Forest Department. According to the Sino-
Russia joint survey carried out from 1998 to 1999, 
3 to 4 Amur tigers were found in the south part of 
Zhangguancai Range, including 2 (one male and 
one female) in this bureau’s area. In the follow-
ing years, records of Amur tiger information were 
reported constantly and its surrounding area, such 
as Huangnihe nature reserve.
Next, with the companion of Mr. Lin, WWF visitors 
took a 2-hour hike in the well-preserved forest. Mr. 
Lin further introduced the status in quo of vegeta-
tion and wild animals within the bureau.
After the hiking, WWF team immediately drove 
west to Changchun, the capital city of Jilin Prov-
ince, for the meeting with Jilin Forestry Depart-
ment (JLFD).
The visitors were welcomed by Mr. Zhang Dexin, 
director of JLFD, and Mr. Qiao Hen, vice direc-
tor of JLFD. During the meeting, the two parties 
reviewed the past cooperation on Amur tiger con-
servation, such as policy advocacy, anti-poaching, 
alternative livelihood, etc. They also expressed 

WWF team fi eld trip in Jiaohe (above)
WWF and Jilin Forestry Department signed 

5-year MOU (below)

their expectation to strengthen their partnership 
and improve their cooperation of wild Amur tiger 
conservation in Jilin province.
“Jilin Forest Department and WWF have estab-
lished a long-term partnership on Amur tiger 
conservation and habitat restoration since WWF 
established its program offi ce in northeast China,” 
addressed by Mr. Zhang.
At the end of the meeting, Jim and Mr. Qiao signed 
a fi ve-year cooperative MOU on behalf of respec-
tive organizations. According to the MOU, the two 
parties based on the good cooperation in the past 5 
years, would endeavor to carry out cooperation in 
wild Amur tiger and habitat conservation, wetland 
conservation and restoration, tiger-friendly forest 
management and research on the impact of climate 
change to the eco-system in Changbaishan area.
“Looking ahead, the 5-year MOU is a milestone 
to improve our strategic partnership between 
Jilin Forestry Department and WWF,” said Jim. 
CHINA
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neW IMpoRtant 
docUMent FoR 
tIGeR haBItat 
conSeRvatIon 
FInIShed
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The Draft of Executive Summary of Jilin Provin-
cial Engineering Plan for Amur Tiger / Habitat 
Conservation in Changbaishan Area (2011 – 2020) 
was fi nished by joint efforts of Jilin Forestry De-
partment (JLFD) and WWF.
In order to put the national tiger conservation 
policy into practice, promote the recovery of Amur 
tiger and habitat as well as manifest China’s politi-
cal will in strengthening wild tiger conservation 
and international cooperation, JLFD and WWF or-
ganized relative experts to compile this plan based 
on the geological advantage of Jilin province, the 
feasibility of wild Amur tiger population recovery 
as well as the strategic arrangement of national 
wild tiger conservation.
If this plan is success, 3,236,000 ha of Amur tiger 
habitats in Jilin province will be under effective 
protection, including 8 existing NRs with 516,000 
ha, 10 new established ones with 390,000 ha, 
93,000 ha of 2 NRs to be extended, 2 mini NRs 
with 26,000 ha, 1,443,000 ha of forest with tiger-
friendly forest management, and 769,000 ha of 
eco-corridor.
In this ambitious plan, JLFD expects the popula-
tion of wild Amur tiger to increase to 15 to 20 indi-
viduals with in 10 years including 5 adult tigresses.
Next JLFD will apply approval and issue by Jilin 
Provincial Commission of Developing and Reform-
ing. Meanwhile, WWF is also helping Heilongjiang 
Forestry Department to develop a similar plan. 
CHINA

WWF volUnteeRS 
celeBRated InteR-
natIonal tIGeR 
day In chanGchUn 

In order to promote International tiger day, WWF, 
supported by Jilin Wildlife Conservation Associa-
tion and the nature Museum of northeast normal 
University, launch a small scale volunteer environ-
ment education event in Changchun on July 29.
About 100 volunteers, including college students, 
kids and their parents, participated in the event. 
Mr. William A. Mc Cue, the Environment, Science, 
Technology, And Health Offi cer of Consulate Gen-
eral of the United States attended the event. 
The volunteers designed a couple of environment 
education games to promote the importance of wild 
Amur tiger and its habitat conservation in Amur-
Heilong eco-region.
In the game of “weaving the web of lives”, the vol-
unteers played different animals or plants, such as 
Amur tiger, sika deer, wild boar, Korean pine and 
human being. At last, the people found that all crea-
tures are connected and form an eco-net. No one 
can be totally independent from the net. 
“If the net collapsed, human being would be the 
fi nal victim, - Prof Wu Zhigang, WWF amur tiger 
conservation consultant explains. - Therefore, the 
ultimate goal of wild Amur tiger conservation is to 
protect our homeland.” 
“The United States and China have cooperated on 
environmental conservation for decades. We have 
already achieved many things together includ-
ing important work on giant panda conservation. 
I hope we can achieve the same success in Amur 
tiger conservation,” William said. 
Besides the communication event, WWF is cooper-
ating with Jilin Forestry Department to fi nalise Jilin 
Changbaishan Wild Amur Tiger and Habitat Recov-
ery Engineering Plan as well as promoting it to get 
approval by the State Forestry Department of China 
(SFA) and Jilin Provincial Government. This plan 



aMUR-heIlonG eco-ReGIon coMplex e-neWSletteR, Issue # 21

6

contains 8 measures, including the network con-
struction of tiger nature reserve, recovery of tiger 
habitat, the construction of tiger corridor, monitor-
ing system, integrated socioeconomic development 
of neighbouring community and ecological immi-
grant plan. The approval would be a historic mile-
stone of wild Amur tiger conservation in China. 
on the same day, dr Jiang Guangshun, senior tiger 
conservation offi ce of WWF, made a presentation 
on WWF wild Amur tiger conservation in the 2nd 
Northeast Zoology Academic Forum held in North-
east Normal University in Changchun, in which 
more than 200 experts and scholars from universi-
ties and institutes of the region participated. The 
presentation also greatly promoted WWF’s tiger 
conservation in the academic circles of zoology in 
ne china. CHINA

Volunteer activity for International Tiger Day
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leopaRdS tRUSted 
In natIonal paRk!
The results of the current Far Eastern leopard 
camera trap survey carried out by WWF Russia 
and the Institute of Sustainable Use of natural Re-
sources on the «southern» monitoring plot, were 
unexpected.
this year the Wildlife and hunting department 
of Primorsky Province and the administration of 
“Kedrovaya Pad” nature reserve took charge over 
leopard monitoring on the territories under their 
management. Field work was carried out by the 
team of the Institute of Sustainable Use of natu-
ral Resources. Recently used digital camera traps 
helped to get rid of the common disadvantage of 
fi lm cameras, which design features did not allow 
to obtain the data about the litter. Having reacted 
on the mother (she comes fi rst, as a rule), the 
camera “could not come to life” again and missed 
the cubs. On the other hand, digital cameras do 
not always produce images of a good quality, that 
are satisfactory enough for the identifi cation of the 
individuals, and even with fast speed and all the 
capabilities of digital cameras, it was possible to 
get only one image of a leopard!
For this reason, for the fi rst time ever throughout 
the period of using camera traps, some cameras 
with digital media were placed in video mode. Ac-
cording to the researchers’ plan, the obtained video 
footage could be used for making several images 
good enough for the identifi cation, which is more 
convenient for the further analysis.
“Certain modifi cations of the monitoring method-
ology had a pure scientifi c basis and were in-
tended to make data processing easier and obtain 
additional details, – comments Sergei Arami-
lev, one of the survey participants, Species pro-
gram coordinator at WWF Russia Amur branch. 
- Moreover, thanks to the video, we had obtained 
the data revealing a few peculiarities of ani-
mals’ life. We received the recording where two 
leopards showed up together. In one case it is a 
“leopard wedding”, in another – a female leopard 
parenting her grown-up cub. The results, indi-
cating the increase of the numbers on the experi-
mental area by 50%, became the main surprise. 
Let’s stress out, that there are not less than four 
female leopards of reproductive age among the 
registered group of leopards. This certainly does 
not prove the growth of the whole population, but 
demonstrates the tendency towards its increase. 
We hope that next winter, after the monitoring is 

carried out on the whole leopard home range, this 
trend will be proven true.”
In all the previous years of camera-trapping, the 
number of leopards showed up on the “southern” 
monitoring plot varied from 7 to 9 animals. This 
year the survey gave the record breaking numbers: 
today 12 different leopards inhabit this territory! 
Moreover, 8 animals registered by the camera 
traps are our old friends. We may state that all 
leopards from the “southern” monitoring plot 
known since 2009 still remain living on the same 
territory and nobody is missing! Just four more 
leopards had arrived!
«I felt truly happy after hearing these numbers! 
– comments Yury Darman director of WWF 
Russia Amur branch. - Even the fi rst intermediate 
steps on the way to the establishment of the “Land 
of Leopard” national park bring results already. 
Right after “Kedrovaya Pad” nature reserve took 
charge of the “Leopardovy” wildlife refuge, main-
tained regular protection on its territory – the 
leopards felt safe, they deliver and bring up their 
litter. The very fact, that none of the leopards, 
registered on the “southern” monitoring plot, has 
disappeared gives us an incontrovertible proof: 
bringing several separate protected areas of dif-
ferent levels of management into the one united 
powerful and prosperous national park was the 
only right idea!” 
Similar activities are conducted by WCS on the 
“northern” monitoring plot, covering the part of 
federal wildlife refuge “Leopardovy” and “Nezhin-
skoye” hunting estate. Integrated data obtained 
from the “south” and “north” monitoring plots will 
be provided later. RUSSIA



a neW pRoJect on the aMUR tIGeR 
conSeRvatIon kIcked oFF

Three-year long project on conservation of the 
northern tiger population has been kicked off in 
Khabarovskii Province 
A joint project of WWF and Nordens Ark Zoo will 
be run on funds provided by Swedish Post Lottery 
in Nanaisky district where in recent years several 
protected areas were declared with Anyuisky Na-
tional Park to be the largest one.   
The project for tiger conservation – at present 
its northern population numbers about 20 amur 
tigers – envisions increasing wild ungulates num-
ber, creation and support of anti-poaching groups, 
and raising awareness of local population.  
WWF and Nordens Ark Zoo have been working 
for 10 days in the area doing feasibility study and 
participating in anti-poaching raids. Anyuisky Na-
tional Park and Khabarovskii Province Service for 
Fauna and PAs Protection will be main executives 
of the project. 
The project’s goal is to secure sustainable devel-
opment of the NP and adjacent territories. Local 
people including indigenous tribes the Udege and 
Nanai will get new jobs working as eco-tourism 
projects staff and members of anti poaching 
groups. The new visitor center will be open; special 
curricular on ecology and biodiversity conservation 
will be developed for schools. 
WWF staff and experts from All-Russia Wildlife 
Management Institute will access tiger status and 
its prey capacity; tiger monitoring and fi eld work 
will be done in close cooperation with aboriginal 
people. Three new anti poaching groups will be 
formed and equipped with all necessary devices, 
including off-roaders, snow mobiles, boats and 
outboard boat engines. The project will cover 
expenses for fuel and introduce bonus system to 
reward high performing rangers.
“Getting support from local is an important part 
of the project, - comments Viktor Nikiforov, 
WWF-Russia pilot projects coordinator. - Living 
here communities including indigenous tribes 
should have chances for nature use, traditional 
hunting and fi shing and get advantages of ecot-
ourism development”. RUSSIA
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DZEREN NUMBER 
GRoW In daURIya 
Efforts on restoration of the Mongolian gazelle, the 
only in Russia Siberian antelope, have been re-
warded: the population has increased by 500 ani-
mals compared to the last year. The project is being 
supported by WWF-Russia and by Undp/GeF. 
“This September fi eld survey indicates there are 
3600-3800 Mongolian gazelles alive in Ononsky, 
Borzinsky and Zabaikailsky districts, the main 
dzeren habitat in Zabaikailsky Province, - com-
ments Vadim Kirilyuk, deputy head of Daursky 
Nature Reserve. 
Dzeren number survey is being done by Daursky 
Reserve staff since 1994. They do it thoroughly 
using the most effective for steppes method – con-
tinuous survey. By cars experienced men reach 
every hill and valley registering every encountered 
antelope. 
All-the-year round monitoring over dzeren move-
ment, good knowledge of “their lifestyle”, two or 
three times a year surveys allow to get reliable 
data.
“Unlike last year, when 6-8 out of 10 calves died 
of severe heat in late June this year the increase 
was good. Almost all females preserved their off-
spring”, - says Vadim Kirilyuk. – The program 
run by Daursky Reserve on dzeren restoration in 
Zabaikalye is in progress.” 
 Creation of a federal refuge The Valley of Dzeren 
will ensure protection of the antelope outside the 
Reserve lands. Right now all interested parties 
expect for the Russian Government to issue the 
relevant decree. RUSSIA

neW StRateGy WIll 
help Save leopaRd 
MoRe eFFectIvely 
Experts and leading specialists from scientifi c and 
nongovernmental organizations including WWF 
have fi nished the draft of the Strategy for the Amur 
leopard conservation in Russia.
Its fi rst version looked like a list of urgent steps 
needed to save leopard from complete extinction. 
The newly developed document is a long-term 
program of well coordinated actions of different 
structures and organizations keen to restore stable 
population of the rare cat. 
First Strategy for the Amur leopard conservation 
in Russia was developed and approved in 1998. So 
far, its main positions generally fulfi lled. Over the 
recent years, structure and administration of gov-
ernmental agencies responsible for wildlife protec-
tion and nature use have been reformed, legal basis 
for nature use has signifi cantly changed as well as 
socio-economical situation in southern Primorye. 
So, it has become urgent to elaborate a new strat-
egy. Therefore, WWF took the initiative in editing 
and publication of this governmental document. 
the draft of the Strategy is based on the latest 
data on leopard’s biology and ecology, up-to-date 
experience in protection of the predator and its 
habitat. The document includes a list of changes 
needed to be done in the Russian environmental 
law. Besides, the publication describes modern 
methodic of leopard number census and research 
of its ecology; at that, some of them are regarded 
as advanced.   
“Today, much in leopard conservation is being 
radically changed. The creation of Land of Leop-
ard National Park is underway, new scientifi c 
projects appear, a dream for leopard restoring 
in southern Sikhote-Alin can easily come true,  
Eurasia Center for Leopard Research, Conserva-
tion, and Restoration has been established, - com-
ments Yury Darman, head of WWF-Russia amur 
branch. - And under these new conditions we 
are in need of a strategic document designed to 
coordinate all these activities, subject them to one 
consistent strategic logic”. RUSSIA
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onon-BalJ np Man-
aGeMent plan 
appRoved
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the management plan for the onon-Balj national 
Park (2011-2015) has been approved by the Min-
istry of Nature, Environment and Tourism late 
July 2011. The plan has been developed through 
number of meetings and public consultation with 
all stakeholders, including herders & local com-
munity, authorities at all levels, law enforcement 
agencies, research and scientifi c institutions etc.  
The plan aims to protect and preserve specifi c 
natural zones and belts, rare and very rare wildlife 
species, historical and cultural sites and monu-
ments, to study the evolution process, and to 
implement the activities addressed at sustainable 
use and conservation of natural resources through 
participation of relevant stakeholders. 
This was the very fi rst management plan approved 
by the Ministry which used the Miradi software 
which is applied in defi ning the scope, designing 
conceptual models and spatial maps of the NP. 
Biodiversity targets were identifi ed, threats were 
prioritized, objectives and actions were developed, 
and monitoring indicators were selected to assess 
the effectiveness of the strategies.  
The plan has four strategic actions, 14 objectives 
and 97 proposed activities. The main approach 
to successfully implement the plan is to ensure 
effi cient cooperation among all respective stake-
holders. The proposed activities are expected to be 
implemented through integration with the respec-
tive soum Governors’ Action Plans, soum Develop-
ment programmes, and other major policy docu-
ments. MONGOLIA

Demarcation of Onon-Balj National Park boundary 
has been carried out with funding of project “Pov-
erty Reduction through Community Based Natural 
Resource Management”.   Total of 158 sign posts, 
boards, and other necessary facilities will be built 
along the np boundaries.  MONGOLIA

deMaRcatIon oF 
onon-BalJ natIon-
al paRk BoUndaRy  



Memorandum of Understanding in support of 
implementation of the «Conservation of the Bikin 
River forests» project was signed by the Ministry of 
Economic Development and Trade of the Russian 
Federation and the Federal Ministry for Environ-
ment, Nature Protection, and Nuclear Safety and 
Security of Germany at the closing session of the 
XI Russian-German public forum “Petersburg 
Dialogue”.
In WWF’s opinion, Russia has demonstrated 
the willingness to make serious commitments to 
facilitate innovative projects on sustainable forest 
management.
Since 2008 WWF runs the project financed by the 
German Government within the International Cli-
mate Protection Initiative according to the article 6 
of Kyoto Protocol.
“For more than twenty years the general public 
has been struggling for preserving Bikin from 
wood companies’ pretensions. The joint Russian-
German climate project which is being carried 
out over the past three years have proved the 
importance of the Bikin River for the indigenous 
peoples, tiger, and showed its global unique value, 
- comments Evgeny Lepeshkin, project coordi-
nator of WWF Russia Amur branch. – That is why 
the support for the project from the government of 
Russia and Germany is a logical and at the same 
time remarkable event. It demonstrates how the 
country leaders appreciate the value of the “Rus-
sian Amazon” and assign a high priority to its 
conservation.”
The main goal of the WWF’s project is to protect 
the unique riparian forests of the Bikin River from 
logging. The “Tiger” indigenous peoples’ associa-
tion has received the right to lease the Bikin pine 
nut harvesting zone and water protection zone 

RUSSIa and GeRMany conSoldate 
to Save the BIkIn RIveR FoReStS
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totaling 461 154 hectares for non-timber use for 
49 years. During the first three years the lease 
expenses are covered by the German Develop-
ment Bank (KfW), later the “Tiger” will have to 
manage its maintenance by processing pine nuts, 
eleutherococcus,fern, and other non-timber forest 
resources.
According to the estimates, the Bikin virgin forests’ 
biomass accumulates 113 million tones or more of 
carbon. Saving these forests from commercial log-
ging will significantly contribute to the prevention 
of global warming. The conservation effect convert-
ed into so called “carbon credits” will allow financ-
ing project on the Bikin forests conservation on a 
long-term basis. The richest edible forest resources 
of Bikin forests form the food base for ungulates 
and fur animals thus positively affecting the popu-
lation of the Amur tiger, the welfare of Udege and 
Nanai aboriginal tribes who used to their tradition-
al hunting and fishing lifestyles. RUSSIA 
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The Bikin River protects habitat of 10%  of all Russia tigers
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WWF SURpRISed at a MIld veRdIct 
FoR a chIneSe SMUGGleR 

Sergei Aramilev with confiscated trepang

On September 20, a district court in Khasansky 
County passed sentence on a Chinese citizen who 
earlier this year tried to smuggle a large load of 
trepang (sea cucumber). WWF regards this sen-
tence to be very gentle.
This episode took place on April 23, 2011 when 
the Customs Service revealed 390 kg of carefully 
packed dried trepang and 2000 expensive cell-
phones of well-known brands hidden in a false 
compartment in a China-bound bus.
On September 20, the verdict - 15 months impris-
onment in a prison-settlement - was announced.
“Such verdicts always have a double-sided effect. 
On one hand, a criminal has been punished, on 
the other – the degree of penalty does not agree 
with  the scale of the committed crime, - comments 
Sergei Aramilev, one of the experts, biodiversity 
conservation program coordinator at WWF-Russia 
Amur branch. – I need to mention that during the 
investigation this person refused to cooperate, 
therefore the police failed to find either people 
involved in trepang catching and purchasing, or 
those who helped the Chinese citizen to organize 
the crime. These smugglers have done serious 
economical and ecological damage to Russia, but 
only one person was punished. I want to highly 
praise the work of the Customs Service, which, in 
spite of a complicated enforcement environment 
manages to suppress illegal trafficking of wildlife 
products across the border. To change the situa-
tion it is urgently needed to amend existing laws”.
At present, rare and endangered flora and fauna 
species are regarded items of trade and thus liabil-
ity for their smuggling depends only on their cost. 
WWF posits that this is an incorrect means for 
valuing biodiversity. RUSSIA
 

About 390 kg of trepang was planned to be transported across 
the Russian-China border



tRaInInG on SeWInG and dReSSMakInG

Local communities in rural areas in Mongolia 
are learning step-by-step about participatory ap-
proaches and the options to improve their liveli-
hoods through their joint efforts. the more they 
learn about the participatory approaches, more 
they will be able to make their contributions in the 
environment and natural resource conservation 
within their residential areas. One of the efforts 
recently organized for local residents, the females, 
was dressmaking and sewing training in Umnudel-
ger Soum of Khentii Aimag in August. Training was 
organized for the females heading their families 
with purpose to teach not only sewing and dress-
making talents but also to promote team working 
skills. 
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The women learned a lot about techniques and 
technologies how to do dressmaking patterns and 
sew clothes of national and European styles.  As 
successfully completed training, they have learned 
about the sewing & patterning techniques and 
technologies and have been motivated to learn 
more and improve their skills. The participants 
are the dressmakers, who have their employment 
opportunities, but they are all the individuals from 
the group below the poverty line. However, they 
have been motivated to do more used what they 
have learned from training. MONGOLIA
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annUal FeStIval 
“COMMUNITY BASED 
ORGANIZATION DE-
VELOPMENT - 2011” 
yIeldS poSItIve 
ReSUltS

This festival was organized under a motto “Each 
individual is earner and acquirer” and “Each 
Community Based Organization is a producer” in 
Undurkhaan town of Khentii Aimag on September 
18-19, 2011. 
The annual festival was jointly organized by local 
authorities and Onon River Basin Council. The 
event was attended by over 200 members of 21 
CBOs that were selected out of 110 CBOs in seven 
soums in Onon River basin. This made contribu-
tion in improvement of natural resource co-man-
agement or participatory management practices 
of environmental conservation CBOs, improve-

ment of livelihoods of local communities through 
sustainable use of natural resources, experience 
sharing, and effective cooperation & partnership 
between local CBOs and business entities. During 
the festival, the events such as contest on “Selec-
tion of Best CBO” of the basin, a fair of products 
produced by CBOs, a contest on “Best Products” 
were held. The best CBO was awarded with a grant 
to implement a small-scale project and the CBOs, 
whose products were selected as the best products 
were issued with certifi cates of “Best Producers”. 
MONGOLIA  



the team of onon-Balj np administration has 
undertaken an exposure visit to Dalai Lake PA of 
china mid-July 2011. the main purpose of this 
visit was to enhance trans-boundary cooperation 
between PA administrations, provide a platform for 
discussion and experience sharing. WWF-Mongolia 
country representative has also taken part of this 
team of 13 members. The Chinese counterparts 
showed a great respect to the team for which we 
express our deep appreciations. 

tRanS-BoUndaRy coopeRatIon 
contInUeS WIth an expoSURe vISIt

The Mongolian delegates were duly introduced 
with Dalai Lake PA administration mandate, objec-
tives, activities and conservation management as-
pects. Several places were visited and local people 
were interviewed.    
The two parties have discussed about potential 
fi elds of cooperation and have agreed to sign an 
agreement with major focus on undertake staff 
exchange programs, joint research on plants and  
joint training sessions. MONGOLIA
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School chIldRen pRoMote 
tRanS-BoUndaRy coopeRatIon 

Ten students from secondary schools in the Onon 
River Basin undertook a study tour to “Agutsakan 
Cordon” conservation zone of Sohond Biosphere 
Protected Area in Russia in July, 2011. These school 
students were winners of a contest “Cheerful Spring 
Birds” organized in April so that they were reward-
ed with the invitations and opportunities to take 
part in this study tour.    
Main purpose of the study tour was to encourage 
children to learn about nature and environment, 
develop their creative thinking and motivations, 
and improve their ecological education through 
peers’ experience and knowledge sharing event for 
school children from Russia and Mongolia. This 
was one of the joint efforts planned and undertaken 
for trans-boundary protected area conservation in 
the neighboring countries.
The study tour was also joined by employees from 
Onon Balj National Park administration and East-
ern Regional offi ce of WWF Mongolia Programme 
Offi ce. During the study tour, the participants hiked 
for seven km area in “Agutsakan Cordon” conserva-
tion zone in the protected area. During the hiking, 

the participants were provided with a number of 
cognitive and awareness raising updates and took 
place in contests such as drawing, entertainments, 
and sports events. All the events and activities or-
ganized during the study tour were much interest-
ed and attracted by the participants. MONGOLIA



annoUnceMent 
oF the RenaMInG 
FRoM chanGchUn 
oFFIce to noRth-
eaSt oFFIce

By the end of August 2011, WWF China - Changc-
hun Office was officially renamed as WWF China 
- Northeast Office in order to strengthen the 
partnership with the local partners in Heilongjiang 
and Jilin Provinces as well as the east part of Inner 
Mongolia autonomous Region.
The Northeast Office was ever named as Ha’erbin 
Office and Changchun Office. In the future, the 
Northeast Office will focus on:
1. Recover the wild population of endangered 
species, such as Amur tiger, Fareast leopard, Ori-
ental White Stork;
2. Improve forest conservation through FSC, 
hcvF and tiger-friendly forest management;
3. Promote freshwater conservation through 
IRBM, water steward ship wetland eco-compensa-
tion mechanism;
4. Promote sustainable development in 
Northeast China with organic agriculture, non-tim-
ber forest production development and MTI, etc.
Meanwhile, the Northeast Office also pursuits to 
improve the cooperation of conservation among 
china, Mongolia and Russia by the joint efforts of 
the respective 3 WWF offices in AHEC. CHINA

“PANDA” 
In MonGolIa 

The Nationwide Survey on Public Acceptance and 
Perception of WWF in Mongolia (2011) among 
adults has indicated a fairly good public knowledge 
on WWF activities: with 52% percent of over 3600 
randomly selected respondents replied correctly to 
the question whether the respondents knew what 
the panda logo stood for. The provinces with zero 
WWF presence were selected to enable the com-
parison with identical survey findings from 2003, 
an observance of WWF logo by 62% (compared to 
33% in 2003) of the respondents in this site dem-
onstrates much increased rate for WWF visibility 
in Mongolia for the past 8 years of operations.  
However, the perception of WWF as an “interna-
tional” institution funded from outside implement-
ing foreign imposed ideas still prevails among 
general public. MONGOLIA
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other news


