
On April 26, a ranger in Wangqing found a dead sika 
deer, which was released last July for supplementing 
the ungulate population in Changbai mountains to 
attract more tiger or leopard settle down in the area. 
With the expertise confirmation from WWF, the 
deer, which sequence number is 900 111880000161, 
was susceptive to be killed by an Amur tiger. Accord-
ing to Shi Quanhua, a WWF Amur Tiger Programme Officer, this sika deer’s 
stomach was ripped open yet it remained barely untouched, which indicated 
that the “murderer” was disturbed when it was getting ready to enjoy the big 
meal. In the distance, a camera trap has been fixed nearby so that if the “mur-
derer” comes back to enjoy its feast, its images will be captured and its identity 
will be figured out.

For more information please visit:
http://www.tx2.org.cn/English/ShowArticle.asp?ArticleID=837

The ranger found tiger footprint in Laoyeling NR, 
Heilongjiang province, on June 12, 2013. Accord-
ing to the information from the NR, the footprint is 
13cm long, which belongs to an adult tiger. But its 
gender could not be identified so far.

Tiger Footprint Found 
in Laoyeling NR

Anyuisky National Park and WWF have completed 
the first stage of the field project on the Amur tiger 
identification with camera traps.

In May 2013, 21 camera traps were set on four plots 
to monitor tiger and other animals. The devices 
have been operating till mid-June when the summer 
foliage has started to obstruct the shooting. After 
removal all camera traps the National Park staff has 
thoroughly analyzed the pictures received.

The Park’s administration is trying to fix on-line 
monitoring of tigers in its territory. Each new regis-
tered tiger gets a special observation passport where 
all relevant information is entered by the Park’s staff.

A full version of the news is here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11359

Tiger and tigress got 
passports 

A Released Deer 
Hunted by a Big Cat

AHEC CONSERVATION 
NEWSBITES

April-June 2013

DescriptionNEWS

Issue #282013



On April 3, 2013, Dmitry Medvedev, Russian Pre-
mier, signed a Decree on establishment of a buffer 
zone around Sokhondinsky Biosphere Nature Re-
serve, Zabaikalsky Province, which was projected 
with participation of WWF Russia.
«Sokhondinsky Nature Reserve and Onon-Balj 
National Park meets each other just on the Russian- Mongolian border. The 
buffer zone of Sokhondinsky Nature Reserves (318050 ha) is the last piece in 
the system of nature protected areas for the future Russian-Mongolian trans-
boundary nature reserve “The Sources of the Amur River”, comments Dr. Yury 
Darman, Director of WWF Russia Amur branch.

The new buffer zone forms a 115 km long corridor along the Russian-Mongo-
lia border allowing free movement for Mongolia gazelle and Daurian bastard, 
brown bears and red deer.

A full version of the news is here: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11150

Tiger Attacked Livestock 
In Huanan, Heilongjiang

National campaign to 
protect taimen fish has 
began

Buffer zone established 
around Sokhondinsky 
Biosphere Nature 
Reserve 

A tiger attacked livestock 3 times within 10 days in Huannan, Heilongjiang 
province from June 19th to 28th. Huannan is located more than 300 km to 
Sino-Russian border. This incident shows that with the cooperation between 
WWF and Heilongiang Forestry Department and Heilongjiang Forestry Indus-
try Bureau, Amur tiger’s range is extended significantly. However, lack of wild 
ungulate population in this area is still the biggest problem, which would bring 
more conflicts between tiger and local people. WWF should provide more solu-
tions to the local partner to cope with the problem, such as increasing the wild 
population of ungulate.

National campaign to protect taimen fish has suc-
cessfully been implemented in seven soums of Onon 
river basin with the initiative of WWF-Mongolia. 
A campaign, under the theme of “King Fish of the 
Fresh Water-Pride of Mongolia” has been launched 
in more than 40 soums of eight other aimags where 
taimen could be found to replicate the best practices 
of WWF-Mongolia and disseminate their positive outputs for greater public. 
The main goal of the campaign is to make local inhabitants understand the 
importance and value of the taimen through local fishermen, to develop opti-
mal fishing in accordance with the legislation, and promote catch-and-release 
practice. B.Gankhuyag, manager of the National Campaign has said: “The 
true moment of pride for a decent fisherman is to catch taimen on own hook 
and take a photo of this moment. Genuine fisherman does not kill his taimen 
caught.”

Khabarovsky Province 
Government and WWF 
signed cooperative 
agreement 

The document was signed by a deputy head of 
Khabarovsky Province Administration, Minister of 
Nature Resources, and Yury Darman, head of WWF 
Russia Amur branch.

A Work Plan for 2013 being the part of the Agree-
ment was agreed which envisions actions on con-
servation of the Amur tiger and Korean pine-broadleaved forests of the Amur 



Wangqing Nature 
Reserve Promoted as 
National Level PA

With WWF support, Wangqing NR, Jilin province, was approved to be nation-
al level PA on June 4, 2013. From 2009, WWF facilitate Wangqing to carry out 
anti-poaching, ungulate and tiger/leopard survey, camera trap monitoring, 
ungulate reintroduction and communication to improve the NR’s all-round-
ed capacity in conservation of Amur tiger/leopard. With 67,434 ha of PA and 
more investment from the central government, Wangqing NR will be under 
better management and protection.

Tools to put down fire 
render necessary service 

Fires broke out because of various causes including 
anthropogenic reasons, it is virtually impossible to 
have no fire at all but the most important thing is if 
fire has broken out eventually it has to be brought 
down as quickly as possible without losing precious 
time. Moreover, handy tools to help us to put down 
fire has to be made available to yield results. The 
fire that broke out in last May at the Onon-Balj National Park was managed 
to be put down thanks to consolidated efforts rendered by local community 
members, employees from local administration and public organizations, 
and aimag Emergency Mitigation Authority. As local community members 
agree, the tools that help to put down fire which were provided to local peo-
ple through the ADB supported project has rendered invaluable assistance in 
“outcontrolling” the fire. 

WWF helps raise pro-
fessionals in combating 
illegal logging 

The Institute of Advanced and Additional Training of 
the Primorye State Agriculture Academy in cooper-
ation with WWF conducted qualification courses on 
how to reveal forest law violations.
40 trainees came to participate in the courses. For 
the first time inspectors of the Hunting Department, 
game wardens of hunting estates, policemen and 
investigation officers of Primorsky Province shared school desks. Lectures and 
trainings given by the Academy staff, representatives of the Primorye Interd-
istrict Nature Conservation Attorney Office, Forestry Department, practicing 
layers, and staff of the forest program of WWF Russia Amur branch have 
covered a broad variety of topics like how to identify tree species of a living or 
a cut tree, or a plank, or how to investigate cases on illegal logging.

After the courses all trainees got official certificates. Knowledge and skills re-
ceived will help policemen and hunting inspectors timely reveal forest legisla-
tion violations and bring discipline into forest use practices. 

River basin, on creation of several PAs including three ecological corridors for 
the tiger.

The total sum provided by WWF for nature conservation activities in 
Khabarovsky Province is more than 500,000.00 USD.

A full version of the news is here: http: //wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11195



Smuggling of valuable 
endangered animals 
became a crime in Russia 

Tree nursery is 
established 

Heilongjiang Forestry 
Industry Bureau Signed 
MOU with the Wildlife 
and Hunting Department 
of Primorsky Province on 
Tiger/leopard Conser-
vation 

Russian State Duma approved in the 3rd reading le-
gal amendments that introduce tougher punishment 
for poaching and trafficking of rare species. WWF 
has been campaigning for these changes to take place 
since early 2000s.

When this law comes into force, it will introduce crim-
inal penalties for smuggling of especially valuable an-
imals. This category is expected to include such endangered species as the Amur 
tiger, the Far Eastern leopard, the polar bear, the snow leopard, and others.

Now only smugglers who are caught on shipment of rare animals worth more 
than 1 million rubles are prosecuted as criminals. At the same time, the Russian 
legislation does not provide a mechanism for determining the cost of rare ani-
mals, which are not part of the legal trade. If, for example, a smuggler is caught 
with odd derivatives (parts of captured animals), it is difficult to estimate the 
cost of the shipment, and, therefore, initiate a criminal investigation.
Besides, the amendments introduced criminal punishment for storage and 
transportation of valuable species and considerably increased the responsibility 
for their poaching.

A full version of the news is here:
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11357

Heilongjiang Forestry Industry Bureau signed MOU with the Wildlife and 
Hunting Department of Primosrsky province on tiger/leopard conservation 
in Harbin on June 22nd, 2013. According to the MOU, the two parties would 
respectively promote tiger/leopard nature reserve along the corridor between 
the two countries. The two parties would also establish a joint task force to 
coordinate the technical and financial resources in tiger/leopard conservation 
along the border.

Even if your area is rich in wood or forest, many 
people would agree that it would be very import-
ant to use forest resources thoughtfully by leaving 
well-managed forest to future generation. With this 
purpose, tree nurseries are being established among 
various other measures to protect forest. Tree nurs-
eries plant trees with seedlings. Though growing 
trees with seedlings requires work for many years, it is a required undertaking 
to have sufficient reserves for our future generation. With this purpose a tree 
planting nursery was established in Dadal soum and has planted its first seed-
lings. 5kg of pine tree seeds supplied from inter-soum Forest unit located at 
Binder was planted at the nursery in cooperation with the CBOs. The nursery 
grounds then have been regularly watered and after 20 days since seeds were 
planted they have developed into sprouts beginning to grow. 



Onon river fishermen club 
is officially registered in 
national registry 

Organizing people who do the same hunting into a club is one way to fight 
poaching among many other ways. In other words, it is the way of protecting 
animals by involving those who were involved in illegal activities. Last few 
years of experience has shown the growing benefits of such method. Decision 
to establish a NGO “Club of Fishermen of Onon River” was made during the 
fishermen regular meeting of Onon river. This was then registered officially 
into national registry and began its activities officially. The main purpose of 
the organization is to provide support in proper use and protection of fresh 
water biodiversity of the river basin and creation of sustainable livelihood. 

One of WWF received 
governmental award 

WWF Russia congratulates Anatoly Kabanets, proj-
ect coordinator at WWF Russia Amur branch, with 
the award – a medal of the Federal Forestry Agency 
“For Saving and Augmentation of Russian forest 
resources”!

«Anatoly Kabanets is a real forestry professional. He 
is a true citizen of our country. Thanks to his persistence in conservation of 
Korean pine-broadleaved forests our offspring will have a chance to observe 
Amur tigers not only in Zoos but in the wild”, notes Evgeny Lepyoshkin, head 
of forest program at WWF Russia Amur branch.

Eco Club Students get 
knowledge on benefits of 
working in teams

Annual summer gathering of eco club students are 
being organized in June of each year in Eastern and 
Western regions. The eastern region annual gath-
ering was organized in a naturally beautiful place 
known as Agats, Dadal soum of Khentii aimag. Eco 
Club students united to protect the nature share the 
experiences, witness the beauty of the nature of their 
homeland, and learn about the history and simple methods and approaches 
to study the nature and environment. The members of the Environmental 
Protection Club of Khar Yamaat Natural Reserve have joined this year’s event 
in addition to eco club members of seven soum schools of Onon river basin en-
abling them to share experiences and learn about eco clubs. Eco club members 
have deepened their knowledge and skills to help them to protect their nature 
and wild life. Also they have learnt about overcoming sudden difficulties with 
the joint efforts, particularly, the benefits of working in teams. 

New textbook published The second edition of “Commodity Research and 
Customs Expertise of Flora and Fauna Species” 
was prepared and 200 copies published in cooper-
ation with the Federal Customs Service and Irkuts-
kaya State Agricultural Academy. The textbook 
describes the main guidance for the Vladivostok 
branch of the Russian Customs Academy Customs 
students, for the customs officials, and other bodies 
involved in nature conservation. 



Korean Pine Day 

Experience sharing 
meeting held among 
teachers 

A traditional Korean Pine Day was conducted in 
Khasansky District, in the Land of Leopard, on May 
18, in Dalnerechensky district on May 14, and in Chu-
guevsky District in late April.
On this day 5 000 young Korean pines were planted 
in the Land of the Leopard, 15 000 in Dalnerechensky 
District and 300 in Chuguevsky District in the north 
Primorye, and 10 000 will be planted in Ussuriisky district. 

This time volunteers from Vladivostok high schools, kids from 12 local second-
ary schools, journalists, first persons of the Districts’ Administrations, a deputy 
of Dalnerechensky District Duma, ecological kids’ patrols, staff of the National 
Park and others took part in the holiday - altogether over 250 kids and grown-
ups.

The idea to hold the Korean Pine Day emerged in November 2010 when the 
Korean pine was included into the List of tree species banned for logging which 
was a long awaited and remarkable event in the history of forest protection in 
Russia. 

Full versions of the news are here: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11235
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11241

WWF-Mongolia pays particular attention to the enhancement of environmen-
tal and sustainable development education. It organizes many different actions 
and activities with this purpose among which is provision of knowledge and 
skills to students of secondary schools by supporting training and capacity 
building of their teachers. Information and methodology experience sharing 
meeting was held among teachers in Dadal soum, Khentii aimag to support 
teachers to share information and experiences in regards to implementation of 
locally relevant curriculum and their testing outcomes.
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road seemed to have no end. Yet i knew i would man-
age to reach the destination on my own. i would go back 
to the dormitory of the forest farm. i would have a hot 
meal and rest on the warm kang (a heatable brick bed 
in north china). nevertheless, the horror and despair 
seized me again and time again. I was frozen all over 
and could only remember to walk, without knowing 
where the destination was, just like a dead-alive person. 
the only light for me was mr. li and the faint light from 
his flashlight. Finally, we arrived at Sandao valley and 
i sat on heels, trembling ceaselessly and crying sound-
lessly under the cover of the darkness. the only thing in 
my mind then was that after the body had experienced 
the unprecedented ordeal, all the anxiety, the pain and 
the great joy needed to be diluted by tears. 
right then, voice came from the intercom that liu 
Mingyu had fallen into half-frozen river for a shot. I 
forgot my fatigue immediately and talked to liu’s team 
with the intercom. not until i knew that he had been 
sent back from a shortcut by the guide and was having 
a rest in a tractor with warm air did i feel relieved. how 
dangerous it is to be wet all over at minus 20 degrees 
centigrade or lower. After about half an hour, the trac-
tor came to us. we can go back to the dormitory of the 
forest farm now!

r e f l e c t i o n s  a n d  t h o u g h t s 
Before setting out, mr. li asked if i could do this. i 
answered that i was a perseverant person. that’s true. 
i didn’t have a strong constitution and even seemed 
delicate, but thanks to my perseverance, i made it. i 
was not in a position to say that i was a tough person in 
that i felt anxious, panicked and backed up at the last 
mountain, losing the mood to enjoy the scenery. how-
ever, mr. li, the guide and i were a team. if i stopped, 
the whole team would stop and the first team would fail 
its task. how was i going to face others in the survey 
team, especially mr. li and mr. Zheng who had helped 
me all along? well, that’s why i didn’t give up. Before all 
those experiences, i had long believed the driving force 
for man to move forward came from the inner mind. if 
one was strong-willed, they could overcome all difficul-
ties and advance bravely. Yet, if i entrust my decision 
to my inner voices, i might as well fail to complete the 
journey. i cannot deny that there are actually people, 
probably lots of them, who are worldly, strong-willed and 
rational enough to make difficulties vanish invariably. 
But for me, it was our team that saved me on that day. it 
was their perseverance and patience that led me down 
the last mountain.

Mr.Li Lianshan and me, by Yang Ming
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Because of the wwF winter survey, i become aware of 
the difficulties of wildlife conservation. While those con-
servationists have never been the heroes in documen-
taries on wildlife conservation, they are the unknown, 
ordinary heroes. some of them are forest rangers or con-
servationist in forestry farms; some are faculty members 
or students in colleges and universities. they spent most 
of the year in the wildness, fighting against ticks in sum-
mer and the extreme coldness in winter. their efforts 
in Amur tiger/leopard and ungulate conservation and 
research outweigh their meagre income in every means. 
they love the land most genuinely and willing to sacri-
fice for the prosperity and diversity of the life forms.

A one-week survey is not enough for me to know much 
about wildlife conservation. Yet I know that those diffi-
culties will not become the barriers for Amur tiger/leopard 
conservation or the conservation of other wildlife. the sig-
nificance of the WWF winter survey lies not only in the re-
search findings but also in that those findings can promote 
consensus on the conservation of Amur tiger/leopards and 
their habitats among the related governmental depart-
ments, forestry industrial companies, nature reserves and 
local communities. With joint efforts, the vision of TX2 — 
to double the number of Amur tigers by the next tiger year 
— can turn into reality. Amur tiger/leopard conservation 
is a historical task which needs long-time efforts. it is the 
redemption for the devastation of nature and the over-
exploitation of natural resources. the blue print is already 
unfolding and the conservation work has already started. 
everything is promising.
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