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1. You say Big Cats
Camera traps in Bikin National Park registered 26 Amur tigers
The Bikin National Park finished the collection and analysis of the data received 
by camera traps set in November 2017 – February 2018. The monitoring on 2000 

square kilometers was carried out by the staff of science 
department and by local hunters, working in the national 
park. WWF purchased and handed over to the park 50 camera 
traps in January 2017 while another 30 camera traps were 
provided by the Amur Tiger Center. Out of 26 tigers registered 
there are 10 males and 10 females – two of them with the 
cubs (totally 6 cubs in two litters). Bikin National Park is one 
of the key habitat of the Amur tiger preserving 10% of this 
subspecies world population. The Amur tiger monitoring in 
Bikin National Park is carried out with the support of WWF 
Russia and the Amur Tiger Center. 

More details here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/26-amurskikh-
tigrov-zafiksirovali-fotolovushki-v-np-bikin/ 
 

Specialists monitor tigers released in Evreiskaya Province
Right away there 13 resident Amur tigers released in Evreiskaya Province. Saikhan, 
tiger male, and Lazovka, a female, joined the tiger group this May. The field 
monitoring is being done by the Rehabilitation Center “Tigr” and the Evreiskaya 
Province Hunting Department with the support of WWF and the Amur Tiger 
Center, with participation of the Border Service of Khabarovsky and Evreiskaya 
Provinces.  The recent field check proved that the translocated animals hunt 
effectively and stay in the area of their release. It means that the quality of their 
new habitats is superb and the ungulates number is high”. 

While in the recent raid, the researches managed to visit the 
“flat” of Filippa, a female, that was brought back to the taiga, to 
the Dichun Wldlife Refuge in April 2017, and set camera traps 
there. Filippa has chosen the best imaginable place to settle. 
Her hunting area is adjacent to the plot of Boris, a male, and 
researches are keen to follow the possible relations between 
the tigers. Svetlaya, a female, and Boris, a male, the old timers 
of the Zhuravliny Wildlife Refuge, stick to their plots and 
visit the familiar sent mark trees. The couple’s offspring has 
already left their parent’s territory but of the young tigers has 
settle at the plot adjoining to the Mum’s and Dad’s ones and 
the threesome use one and the same sent mark tree! Saikhan 

and Lazovka released here this May are safe and sound. The young tigers hunt 
regularly, successfully, their prey is diverse: wild boars of different ages, roe deer, 
and a wolf. They are adapting to the wild environment effectively. 
More details here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/spetsialisty-
sledyat-za-tigrami-vypushchennymi-v-eao-/
 

First Tiger Image in Chaoyanggou, Dongning of Heilongjiang Province
A first tiger image was camera trapped in Chaoyanggou Forest Farm, Dongning, 
Heilongjiang province, China. The site is 8 kilometers away from Sino-Russia 
border. “We could not identify the gender of the tiger, but it is adult and very 
healthy,” Said Li Gang, the tiger monitoring expert in Dongning Municipal 
Forestry Bureau, “Chaoyanggou forest farm areas is the trans-boundary tiger and 
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leopard corridor with Russia.” WWF has supported Dongning 
Municipal Forestry Bureau for camera trap monitoring and 
SMART patrolling in last five years. 
The corridor has played an important role in connection 
of tiger and leopard population trans-boundary dispersals 
between Russia and China, and further to inland of China.

Science protects the Amur tiger
The scientists from the Russian Far East first in the world 
determined the complete nucleotide sequence of the 
mitochondrial DNA of the wild Amur tiger. DNA testing 
was carried out by a group of scientists with the support of 
WWF Russia, the Primorsky Province Hunting Department 
and the Amur Tiger Center. Blood samples were taken from 
a wild female tiger captured in Lazovsky District, Primorye, 
in December 2016. The procedure was carried out during 
veterinary examination in the Rehabilitation Center “Tigr” 
in the village of Alekseevka. All samples were placed in the 
Bank of biological materials of protected animals and plants, 
which is currently being created in Vladivostok by several 
environmental organizations. Later, the blood samples 
were passed to the laboratories observing all necessary 
formalities.For the moment, the tigress that now is settling 
down in Evreiskaya Province is the only wild Amur tiger in 
the world with the known complete nucleotide sequence of 
the mitochondrial genome. Determination of the complete 
nucleotide sequence of the mitochondrial DNA of the wild 
Amur tiger is an important scientific result, which among 

other things may help conservationists in the field work during investigation of 
criminal cases and conflict situations. 
More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/
nauka-okhranyaet-tigra/

Rare spotted cats found beyond Land of the Leopard National Park
The Amur leopards were captured by camera traps to the north of the national 
park, in the Poltavsky Provincial Wildlife Refuge. The new data have been 
received by WWF Russia. For a long time the Land of the Leopard National Park 
was considered the utmost frontier of the rare species home range. Though over 
the time the population stared to grow and expand beyond the protected area. 

In 2018, the camera traps fixed not less than 10 kilometers 
away from the national park’s borders registered three adult 
leopards and one cub.
After analyzing the data, the staff of NP concluded that from 
the scientific point of view the registered animals are new for 
the leopard “family”. These cats have never been captured in 
national park – the spots patterns do not resemble any of the 
“passports” of already known leopards. 
Historically, the Amur leopard home range encompassed 
the Poltavsky Refuge but due to the land exploitation, 
infrastructure development and poaching the number 
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of leopards has dropped. Today, thanks to the efforts of conservationists the 
population is growing and the animals come back to the areas they have not been 
seen in decades. WWF Russia plans to enlarge the research area further north 
expecting to find more leopards. It is to be recalled that earlier it was found out 
that the Amur leopards also expand to the south towards North Korea.
The project is run with the funds from the Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation  
and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.
More details here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/redkie-
pyatnistye-koshki-obnaruzheny-vne-zemli-leoparda/

Tiger Day in Vladivostok
On Tiger Day celebrated in Vladivostok on September 30 tiger protectors were 
awarded by the President, and Russian and international successes in tiger 
conservation were highlighted. 

Order of Honor was presented to Yury Kolpak, staff of the 
Hunting Committee of the Khabarovsky Province Ministry 
of Natural Resources; Dmitry Sukhanov, specialist of the 
Primorsky Province Hunting Department, and Viktor 
Kuzmenko, head of the Rehabilitation Centre TIGR were 
awarded with Diplomas of the Russian President and the 
Russian Government. Yury Darman, honorary advisor of 
WF Russia Amur branch received Diploma of the Russian 
Geographical Society. 
A letter of Gratitude was given to Aleksey Kudryavtsev, head of 
the BIKIN National Park. On September 8, Dmitry Medvedev, 

the Chairman of the Russian Government, signed an Agreement to add over 1,1 
million hectares to the National Park. Tiger Day helps conservation organizations 
sum up the results and outline the plans for the future. It unites people of different 
ages and professions in their dedication to the tiger conservation. This September it 
was held in Vladivostok and Chuguevka (Primorye), Evreiskaya Province, Amurskaya 
Province (Zeisky Nature Reserve, Blagoveshensk).

A Leopard Corridor for China-Russia-Northeast Koran Triangle Area
Our camera traps find a breeding leopard family with two 2-year-
old female cubs on March 7, 2017 in Jingxin area of Hunchun, 
Jilin proince, China. This is China-Russia-Northeast Korea 
triangle area for leopard corridor among three countries. The 
breeding leopard with cubs was also found in spring 2017 in 
the Land of the Leopard National Park. This is the leopard 
corridor in China-Russia-Northeast Korea triangle area. 

Global Tiger Day, Let’s Express “Love Tiger!” Together
The 29th July, 2018 is the eighth Global Tiger Day; it is "a big cat" Festival. Together 
with Northeast China Tiger and Leopard National Park Administration, Office of 
Endangered Species Imports &Exports Management of the People’s Republic of 
China, Jilin Forestry Department, Heilongjiang Forestry Department, Longjiang 
Forest Industry, WWF organized a campaign called “Running, Tiger!” to celebrate 
the festival and express “Love tiger” to the big cat in Changchun, Jilin Province. 
As one of the highlights on Global Tiger Day, WWF and Intel signed MoU. The 
conservation of wild Amur tiger and leopard can be better carried out through AI 
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technology in the future. The traditional camera trap mainly 
depends on the infrared camera, manual collection of image 
data and artificial recognition. There are big disadvantages 
including a low ratio of useful data of camera traps, extreme 
time-consuming and laborious processing and resolving 
works, indistinguishable restoring of dynamic and fuzzy 
images.
In the future, WWF’s research and monitoring of Amur tiger 
and leopard will combined with big data analysis, artificial 
intelligence algorithm from Intel. Amur tiger and leopard 
individual and ecological chain related species will be 
identified and classified, and it can also carry out effective data 
training and analysis for the habitats, and it will implement 
Amur tiger monitoring and protection more efficiently, it will 
improve monitoring efficiency and save labor costs.
The introduction of new technology will combine and process 
the front-end monitoring and tracking with the back-end 
large data to escort the "the King of Forests".
Engaging of accumulative number of 490,000 WWF social 
media audience and up to 22,558,000 accumulative wider 

public, through media release of the tiger day campaign, WWF and partners have 
showcased our tiger and leopard conservation achievement and raised public 
environment protection awareness, and have effectively advocated the public to 
take actions in tiger and leopard conservation.

The World Tiger Day and the anniversary of the Northeast National Park for Tigers and 
Leopards celebrated in China
On the eve of the World Tiger Day the summit on the development of the Northeast 
National Park for Tigers and Leopards took place in China with the participation of 
experts from Russia, the United States, France and representatives of international 
organizations - WWF, WCS, IFAW. They discussed the main issues of conservation 
of tigers, leopards and the whole ecosystem of coniferous-broadleaved forests, 
territory zoning, integration into the system of socio-economic relations. As the 
case is very new, it is not clear yet which form of management will be chosen for 
the national park: the direct subordination to the newly established Ministry 
of Natural Resources in Beijing or to the coordinating structure based on local 
branches of the State Forest Agency. Dmitry Pankratov, head of the Wildlife 
Department of Primorsky Province, suggested cooperation on the release of 
rehabilitated tigers in its preserved historical home range in the Northeast China. 
Another important proposal for the development of Russian-Chinese cooperation 
was voiced by the Russian Delegation – to enhance the efficiency of protected areas 
on both sides of the border by signing an Agreement on creation of a Russian-
Chinese transboundary nature reserve between Kedrovaya Pad Nature Reserve 
(Russia), Land of the Leopard National Park (Russia) and the Northeast National 
Park for Tigers and the Leopards (China). The scientific discussions were followed 
by the celebration of the World Tiger Day (July 29) in the city park of Changchun 
City. But not only dances, exhibitions and games were organized on this day. 
The signing a cooperation agreement with Intel became an important event. The 
company will provide the new national park with the most advanced technologies 
for wildlife monitoring using self-learning artificial intelligence programs.
More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-kitae-otmetili-
vsemirnyy-den-tigra-i-obrazovanie-severo-vostochnogo-natsionalnogo-parka-
tigrov-i-l/
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2. When the Belt is Green
China Northeast Tiger and Leopard National Park Development Summit 
As a part of the activities for the 8th Global Tiger Day celebration, China Northeast 
Tiger and Leopard National Park Administration and WWF held a summit for 
the tiger and leopard national park development on July 29, 2018. More than 

100 experts and senior officials from National Forestry and 
Grassland Administration, universities, local national park 
bureaus, and WWF and other NGOs shared the best practice 
and ideas for the construction and development of the 
national park in China. WWF invited two Russian experts, 
Dr. Yury Darman and Pankratov Dmirty, Director of Wildlife 
Control Department of Primorsky province, to propose the 
trans-boundary cooperation between China and Russia.
“It is very essential to develop a management plan after 

final approval of the China Northeast Tiger and Leopard National Park Plan 
(2017-2025),” recommended Professor Zhang Minghai, the Director of the Feline 
Research Center of National Forestry and Grassland Administration. “The tiger 
and leopard national park will produce much more ecological values than we have 
expected,” said Wei Fuwen, the academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
showing a research in tiger landscapes. The summit has strengthened a good 
relation with WWF and the national park, and helped WWF to be more focused 
and result-oriented in the future.

WWF's Donation of Real-smart PDAs to Huangnihe National Nature Reserve 
On Aug 28th, 2018, WWF donated five sets of PDAs to Jilin Huangnihe National 
Nature Reserve. This is the second time of donation for supporting the rangers 

in Amur tiger habitats. With the new PDAs, the rangers' 
daily patrolling works will be more effective and efficient. 
In June, 2018, WWF NEC office has set up a workstation in 
Jilin Huangnihe National Nature Reserve to implement more 
intensive cooperation on conservation works to achieve the 
objectives of Amur tiger conservation. WWF helps them to 
update the SMART system with new Real time Cyber tracker 
model. They are enabled to use the APP of Cyber tracker 
on PDAs to collect data during their patrolling this winter. 
Instead of the previous way of manual data recording on 
paper-based patrol record sheets, Real time SMART PDAs 

can record the patrol data and be transferred after the single patrol work, which 
could significantly save the rangers' time and labor. WWF will promote this new 
real time SMART PDAs to more partners, to make patrolling work effective, and to 
utilize technology to support the anti-poaching works.

CA|TS Induction Training in Wangqing, Jilin Province 
On Jun 22th, 2018, WWF finished the introduction and 
training of CA|TS standards for the managers of Jilin Wangqing 
National Nature Reserve. Dr. Fan Zhiyong, China CA|TS 
independent examiner, have participated this workshop. The 
managers of Wangqing NR and WWFdiscussed what CA|TS 
can help them to improve the capacity of conservation and 
why they need CA|TS to protect Amur tiger and leopard in 
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Northeast China. As the important part of new national park, Wangqing forestry 
bureau managers realized that CA|TS is an effective tool to recover the number of 
Amur tiger. 
 

Government of Mongolia approved the inscribe of 22 landscapes for national protected areas 
Government of Mongolia (September 5, 2018) approved the draft legislation of 

"Inscribing 22 landscapes for national protected areas" 
and submitting them to the Parliament. According to the 
legislation, 22 areas will be taken into state protection.  
Based on the findings of local residents, soum Citizens' 
Representative Khurals and scientists, these sites have been 
designated for state protection. WWF-Mongolia has actively 
cooperated with other parties on this subject. In recent years, 
environmental degradation and natural resource depletion 
have been increasing as a result of climate change and 
adverse human impacts. Therefore, it is necessary to extend 
the network of protected areas to preserve natural state, 

ecological balance, and restore natural resources. Additionally, as of 2016, 36.4% 
of total protected areas of Mongolia were established thanks to WWF-Mongolia’s 
support. 

New cluster of Land of the Leopard National Park was presented to the journalists  
The cluster named Leopards on the Gamov Peninsula was presented in Moscow 
by Elena Gangalo, head of the Amur Leopards NGO. She declared that the 

organization plans to enlarge the area of protected areas in 
Primorye by means of the territories presented to the Amur 
Leopards NGO in 2017 and informed that they have already 
sent the proposal to the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment of Russia. The cluster will be located on the 
Gamov Peninsula which environment is very typical for 
the southern Primorye and suitable for the Amur leopards. 
There are mountains, cliffs, broadleaved forests, rivers with 
deep valleys. A network of camera traps is set here to get the 

information on the leopard’s number and to identify each animal. Elena added 
that if the project is approved then the investment cycle will took about three years 
and after that the territory will become available for tourists.

Days of Bikin were celebrated in the BIKIN National Park 
On August 4-5 in the village of Krasny Yar, in Primorye to mark the International 
Indigenous People Day and the inclusion of the Bikin River valley into the list 
of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. WWF Russia, The Amur Tiger Center helped 
organizing the events. Traditionally the shaman rite opened the holidays near 

the river side where local made boats, sledges, handicrafts, 
national clothing were displayed and the exhibition of the 
local families photographs was organized. There were sport 
competitions, a concert, the people were treated with soup 
cooked according by a hunter’ recipe. In the evening everyone 
gathered around the big bonfire.
On the eve, on August 3, the Russian President adopted 
the amendments to the Law on PAs which guarantee that 
zones for traditional nature use delineated within the Bikin 
National Park will not be reduced and indigenous people 
can visit the Park without any restrictions. Early in 2018 
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the Russian Government approved the Program for Tourism Development in the 
Bikin National Park making the Park the only protected area across the country 
with such a program.

Collars for Mingolian Gazelle
11 mongolian gazelles were fitted with satellite collars WWF Mongolia in cooperation 
with Environmental department of Dornod aimag have put satellite tracking collars 
on 11 Mongolian gazelles in eastern part of Mongolia to obtain migration data. A joint 
work has been carried out for a period from September 11 to September 20 2018, 
with the help of specialists of eastern region protected areas and local residents.

The team slowly guided the gazelle herds with cars and 
motorcycles into a net. As they got closer, a few gazelles have 
been chased and caught into the net. Specialists  said: “In order 
to comfort the gazelles, we wrapped their eyes with soft cloth 
wraps and tried our best not to make a noise. The gazelles were 
set free after getting collared, also age and gender data has 
been collected. Not more than 5 minutes were spent on each 
gazelle. Collaring gazelles will able us to study their migration 
and distribution range”. At WWF Mongolia’s initiative, the 
animals collared in the area where scientific information on 
movement and migration pattern is lack.

The development of numerous mining projects and the associated infrastructure 
in the eastern region of Mongolia is near initial stages of development. All these 
development projects especially, the development of linear projects such as road 
and railways present a potential barrier for migratory animals of the region. Based 
on analysis of scientific research data of collared animals are deem important 
for identification of the areas for installing wildlife passages in road and railroad 
network.

Water bird Survey in Dalai Lake Nature Reserve 
On September 26th, WWF, Qufu Normal University and Dalai Lake Nature Reserve 
conducted the water birds survey in Shuanmazhuang, one of seven monitoring 
stations around the Dalai Lake. This autumn survey focused on the water birds which 
would migrate to the south for wintering and lasted for five days in Shuanmazhuang 

station. The water birds survey in breeding season will be 
conducted next year in 2019 in Chinese-Mongolian-Russian 
Dauria International Protected Area (CMR DIPA), which will 
give a comprehensive understanding of water birds resource 
and their living environment. It will also lay a basis for key 
species protection and eco-regional conservation.
The Chinese-Mongolian-Russian Dauria International 
Protected Area (CMR DIPA) is situated in the Eurasian steppe 
zone and filled with picturesque mountains and hills, and 
dotted with shallow lakes and wetland, providing key habitat 
for migratory birds and mammals including the Mongolian 
gazelle, Siberian marmot, gray wolf, and many other species. 

It covers three reserves, State Nature Biosphere Reserve Daursky (Russia), Mongol 
Daguur Strictly Protected Area (Mongolia) and Dailai Nuur Nature Reserve (China). 
Dauria protected area constitutes the important ecological barrier in Northeast Asia, 
and has irreplaceable function and value in maintaining the stability of regional 
biodiversity. 
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WWF Yili Satine "Public Wetland Conservation Team" Installed Artificial Nests for Scaly-sided 
Merganser
From September 26th to 28th, WWF in cooperation with Yili Satine (China's leading 
dairy brand) and Administration Bureau of Huangnihe National Nature Reserve 
launched “Wetland Animal Guardian” campaign. WWF and Satine led a public 
wetland conservation team went deep into Huangnihe National Nature Reserve to 
build artificial nests for scaly-sided mergansers. As a part of “Wetland Conservation 

and Sustainable Agriculture Development Program” launched 
by WWF and Yili Satine, this public wetland activity is a 
powerful action for migratory bird conservation in China. 
It is a successful attempt for WWF to work with the socially 
responsible enterprise and nature reserve to encourage the 
general public to take actions in wetland and migratory bird 
conservation.
According to the habits of scaly-sided mergansers, artificial 
nest boxes were well designed by WWF and partners. The 
artificial nest boxes are made of solid wood (pine tree wood), 
shaped into the rectangle boxes of 80cm in height, drilled a 
circular hole at the upper end, coated with camouflage color, 
matting with soft hay at the bottom inside. The team went 
deep along the Zhuerduo River at Xibeicha forest area. WWF 
and our partners chose a tall bass tree which was suitable for 
nesting at the riverbank. Collaborated with the team members, 
a ranger carried a nest box and climbed ten-meter high via a 
ladder to fix the nest box on the tree. A safe and stable nest box 
was successfully installed. After one day of installation, the safe 
and convenient nest boxes have been successfully completed, 
expecting for the birds to utilize in the next spring.
Under the guidance of staff in WWF and Huangnihe Nature 
Reserve, the conservation team visited the Amur Tiger habitat 
in Laobaishan, the rangers showed the infrared monitoring 
camera and the wildlife images. It is the first time for most 
members come to Northeast China; when they viewed the 
beautiful natural landscape of Zhuerduo River and the Amur 
tiger habitat, they felt excited and proud to be involved 
in wetland and migratory bird protection. They have also 
experienced the front-line rangers' challenges and their 
contribution to environment conservation. 
Mr. Ding, a volunteer from Chongqing, said: "It is meaningful 

to build nests for the birds in the wetland; but I feel sad to learn about the situation 
of many highly endangered birds such as the scaly-sided merganser. I am impressed 
by the hard work of the rangers and hoped to urge myself to do my best to protect 
the environment."
In future, WWF, Satine and our partners will continue to work closely to promote 
sustainable agriculture development and wetland conservation. We will further 
apply the concept and technology of sustainable agriculture development, develop 
bird monitoring and eco-education, enhance public awareness of environmental 
protection, and advocate the public to take actions in wetland conservation.
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The cooperation between conservationists and specialists in energetics helps to save the 
Oriental stork 
The Federal Grid Company (the largest electricity transmission company grid 
in Russia), WWF Russia and NGO AmurSEU organized a photo expedition to 
the electric grid objects of Amurskaya Province where the Oriental storks used to 

build nests. Since the beginning of 2000 the numbers of the 
Oriental stork in Amurskaya Province doubled – the number 
is estimated at 4000 birds – and WWF considers that this 
is also due to protective measures on the objects of electric 
grid infrastructure. Statistically, every malfunction on power 
transmission lines is bird-related. Large bird species such 
as Oriental stork are in a high risk group. The only possible 
solution for their protection is to mount anti-roosting devices 
and safe platforms for nests. This equipment is mounted on 
52 out of 59 main transmission line poles within the Oriental 
stork home range. WWF Russia Amur branch provided the 
Federal Grid Company with the maps of nest locations to help 

the Company understand which lines should be equipped with the protective devices 
first. The activity of the Company can be considered the best practices in preventing 
the outages on the electric lines, and at the same time ensuring the extension of the 
Oriental stork range. These practices can be replicated for protection of other large 
bird species.
More details are here:   https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/sotrudnichestvo-
ekologov-i-energetikov-pomogaet-sokhranyat-dalnevostochnogo-aista/
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3.United for Conservation
China’s Tiger Landscape Welcomed "A Big Boss" 
On 5-6th Sep, 2018, Prince Albert II of Monaco visited Jilin Province, China, and 
had a meeting with Bayin Chaolu, Secretary of Provincial Party Committee of Jilin 
Province and investigated WWF's Amur tiger conservation work. Since 2011, Prince 
Albert II of Monaco Fondation has offered constant support in the areas of Amur 

tiger and leopard monitoring, prey recovery, anti-poaching, 
community alternative livelihoods in China. Prince Albert II 
has expressed the willingness to further strengthen China and 
Monaco's relationship, and will continue to support WWF's 
tiger conservation project. This visit has reinforced the links 
of Amur tiger and leopard conservation between Monaco and 
China. 
“I am delighted to support Amur tiger conservation projects 
and experience the progress of the conservation work 
personally. I am willing to have a further cooperation with 
China, and continue to support WWF’s conservation projects 
in China, "said H.S.H Prince Albert II of Monaco when had 
meeting with Mr. Bayin Chaolu, Secretary of Jilin Provincial 
Party Committee.
The prince visited the beekeeping cooperative with 14 ranger 
members in Xibeicha Forest Farm, which was established 
with supports of WWF in 2015. He showed a strong interest 
in the variety products in the cooperative, which aim to 
improve local livelihoods and encourage the community 
poachers to be volunteer rangers as the cooperative members 
to be involved in tiger and leopard conservation, through 
sustainably harvesting and trading non-timber forest 
products, such as honey. As one of the members of the 
cooperative, Wu Zhongshuang introduced his personal story: 
Wu was a poacher in early 1990s. Wu has been successfully 
converted to a volunteer ranger for Amur tiger and became a 
member of the cooperative. He could now make a living for 
his family while protecting the Amur tigers. Prince Albert II 
expressed the compliment to WWF and Huangnihe Nature 
Reserve's works in alternative livelihoods promotion. In 
the evening, Zhang Xiaodong, Director of Communication 
and Education Department of Huangnihe National Nature 
Reserve Administration and Liu Peiqi, Deputy Practice 

Director (Wildlife), WWF China, reported the conservation works to the Prince 
Albert II in the end of the visit and expressed thanks to the Prince Albert II of 
Monaco Fondation for their continues supports on the Amur tiger and leopard 
conservation projects. 
There are over 100 infrared cameras have been set up, covering an area of close 
to 700 square kilometers in the protected area of Huangnihe. The monitoring and 
patrol works have been conducted by a team of qualified rangers. The poaching 
cases have significantly been decreasing in the key protected areas. Huangnihe 
Nature Reserve is one of WWF's most important partners, and WWF has been 
constantly supporting Huangnihe's conservation works.
WWF has started the Amur tiger and leopard conservation since 2006. Jointly 
working with our partners, National Forestry and Grassland Administration, 
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Northeast China Tiger and Leopard Park Administration, Jilin 
Forestry Department, Heilongjiang Forestry Department, and 
Longjiang Forest Industry, as well as universities and research 
institutions, the Amur tiger and leopard conservation in China 
has made good achievements. According to the monitoring 
data, the Amur tiger and leopard populations in China have 
been increasing in the past 10 years.
The visit of Prince Albert II of Monaco has promoted 
cooperation and exchanges between Monaco and China in 
Amur tiger and leopard conservation. This trip has laid a solid 
basis for the future long-term cooperation in Amur tiger and 

leopard protection among Prince Albert II of Monaco Fondation, Jilin Forestry 
Department, and WWF.

Russia and China discussed joint measures on migratory birds conservation at the Second 
Meeting of the Sino-Russian Working Group on implementation of the Agreement 
between the Governments of Russia and China on protection of migratory birds 
and their habitat. The meeting held on 26 June in Beijing was attended by the 
representatives of protected areas from Russia and China, academic institutions 

and NGOs. Both sides reported about the work results in 
2015-2017, discussed the priority bird species which require 
urgent measures for preservation, and elaborated a joint 
work plan for 2018-2020. Yury Darman, appointed an 
expert of the delegation of the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment of Russia, reported about the work for 
conservation of cranes and storks. The joint research of the 
Oriental stork migration is carried out under the Memorandum 
of Understanding signed by the Research Center for Eco-

Environmental Sciences of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Honghe Nature Reserve 
(China), the Coordination Council of the directors of nature reserves of the 
Southern Far East, the United Directorate “Zapovednoye Priamurye” and WWF 
Russia’s Amur branch in April 2018. The Russian delegation shared an ambitious 
project on recovery of ibis in Russia, a Red Listed bird species that disappeared 
long time ago. Thanks to the support from China, this species is already recovered 
in Japan and South Korea. The construction of the breeding center is planned 
on the Bolshoy Ussuiisky Island near Khabarovsk. Ibis could become the flying 
symbol of cooperation between China and Russia!
More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/rossiya-i-
kitay-obsudili-v-pekine-sovmestnye-mery-po-sokhraneniyu-migriruyushchikh-
ptits/

Russia and China summed up the results of the Oriental stork survey — 2018
to prove that more than 1 000 breeding pairs of the Oriental stork inhabit the 

Amur River basin. This announcement was made at the 
international conference “Oriental stork and Amur wetlands 
conservation” held with WWF support on 15-17 September 
in Blagoveschensk. The conference attended by the experts 
from Russia, China, Japan and the South Korea: scientists, 
staff from the protected areas, representatives of the 
governmental and public organizations, as well as business 
companies became the final event of the Year of the Oriental 
stork – 2018 declared by WWF and the Amur Coalition of 
environmental NGOs. The wide-scale Oriental stork census 
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was held in Russia and China for the first time in 10 years. This colossal work was 
launched in winter with the pioneer search of nests located in the remote areas, 
continued in spring by the survey of nest occupation, and in summer by tracking 
the chicks.
In general, over the past 20 years the population increased by one-and-a-half 
times, and doubled in Amurskaya province. It is great in particular that more 
than 140 storks are living in the wild in Japan, and two breeding pairs have been 
formed from the birds released in the South Korea. All these birds are the chicks of 
those storks that were handed over by Russia to the neighboring countries in the 
framework of the international cooperation program.” 
Another important event of the year is signing the MoU on joint work in 
research of the Oriental stork migration between the Research Center for Eco-
Environmental Sciences of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Honghe Nature Reserve, 
the Coordination Council of the directors of nature reserves of the southern Far 
East, the United Directorate “Zapovednoye Priamurye” and WWF Russia Amur 
branch. The premiere of the documentary “Birthday of a little stork” became a 
bright event of the conference.
More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/rossiya-i-
kitay-podveli-itogi-ucheta-dalnevostochnogo-aista-2018/

Nature reserves Bastak (Russia) and Bachadao (China) signed a cooperation agreement
within the framework of the "Strategy for establishing a transboundary network of 
protected areas in the Amur River basin" at a joint meeting of representatives of 
Bastak and Bachadao in Birobidzhan. The official visit of the Chinese delegation 
to "Bastak" Nature Reserve took place on 11 - 14 September to discuss biodiversity 
conservation of the Middle Amur, joint research work, environmental education 
activities, mechanisms of interaction and prospects for the development of bilateral 
relations. WWF actively supports transboundary initiatives of nature reserves. 
Species monitoring, protection of territories, public awareness on both banks of 
Amur should be conducted according to the joint plan, using unified methods.
More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/zapovedniki-
bastak-i-bachadao-podpisali-soglashenie-o-sotrudnichestve-/
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4. Work with People
Children for nature and environmental protection
Under the cooperation agreement between Onon Balj National Park Administration 
in Mongolia and Sohond Biosphere Strictly Protected Area Administration in 

the Russian Federation, a number of activities have been 
organized. One of the events traditionally organized is 
a drawing contest among the school children under the 
different topic on annual basis. Total of 52 student sent their 
art works for the competition and 10 Mongolian school kids 
were invited to participate in summer camp organized by the 
Sohond Biosphere Strictly Protected Area in Russia from July 
30 to August 3 2018. The gathering was organized under the 
theme "Crane" and many events were held up. Children did 
comic book drawings and produced a play on "White naped 
crane", which were complimented by the participants. Also, 

the activity included making of clay crane sculpture, crane-shaped paper cutting, 
souvenir making, hiking and exploring crane food preference.  

People thankworthy on "Plastic free Rivers" initiative 
WWF-Mongolia introduced "Plastic free Rivers" initiative in order to remove 
plastic waste from rivers and to engage stakeholders. A successful launch of this 

initiative continues in the eastern part of the country, Kherlen 
River. In particular, a meeting was held in Khentii province 
on 19 June 2018, to discuss cooperation and opportunities of 
parties to implement Kherlen River’s plastic waste disposal. 
Representatives from Dornod, Khentii, Baganuur, and WWF-
Mongolia participated in the meeting. The parties agreed 
one of the issues Kherlen River facing is a waste and they 
exchanged views on how to solve this problem. 
Within this framework, a nationwide cleaning of the Kherlen 
River was organized in July 2018. Over 3000 people from 
Dornod, Khentii province and Baganuur district collected 
total of 105 tons of garbage where the Kherlen River flows 
through. In addition, trash bins have been placed along 
the river banks, as well as billboards were set-up near the 

checkpoints to provide information of the campaign. People go to river banks to 
relax, but they litter plastic bottles and bags. Therefore, the organizers point out 
that they will continue to pay attention to the promotion of plastic wastes to the 
public. The sides have developed detailed work plans for the year and expressed 
their willingness to work for a successful campaign. 
 

Members of the Onon River fishing club marked the Onon and Balj Rivers fishing grounds
There are many approaches and ways to combat with illegal 
hunting. One of them is the establishment of a club joined by 
the individuals who go fishing and hunting. It means to let the 
individuals, who did illegally fishing and poached, to protect 
the wild species. The experiences dealt with this in the past 
have been showing more encouraging results. For example, 
the fishing club of Onon River, established by the WWF-
Mongolia. Since the establishment of the club, illegal fishing 
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has dropped dramatically. The members of the club are constantly patrolling 
during the fish breeding season. Members of Onon River fishing club marked the 
Onon and Balj rivers fishing grounds in July 2018. The fish club members said they 
are confident that illegal fishing and other illegal activities will drop which usually 
happens due to lack of knowledge about the fishing region. The Onon River fishing 
club will continue to focus on improving the skills and capacity of its members. 

Field school for environmental journalism 
Was held in August in Primorye that was attended by the winners of laureates 

of the contest “The Living Taiga”. WWF России и Центр 
«Амурский тигр» This year 86 journalists from 42 mass 
media outlets sent 355 printed materials, videos films, TV and 
radio programs. The right to participate in the field school 
is the highest award for the press people. Within four days 
they discussed the issues of nature conservation, exchange 
their knowledge and information and plan the activities for 
the next period. 

Student brigades on nature conservation gain momentum
A regular field school for young ecological inspectors was held August in 
Khabarovsky Province with the support of WWF Russia. 19 green young inspectors 

from five student brigades active in the Amur Ecoregion came 
to Komsomolsky Nature Reserve to be trained on nature 
conservation issues and share experience. Within eight days 
the students learned the basics of the fieldwork and scientific 
and awareness activities, how to conduct raids, how to 
raise funds and cooperate with mass media. To solidify the 
theoretical knowledge the boys participated in a raid while the 
girls conducted interactive program for 80 kids who attended 
the summer camp in Komsomolsk-na-Amure. 2018 was 
successful for the student brigades movement – the number 

of brigades has raised from two to five.

NTV released the first TV story of the series “Tough Stories” 
with Pavel Fomenko, one of WWF Russia’s Amur branch staff, 
as the main hero. 
«Tough Stories» tells about prominent people fully dedicated 
to the job they do. The task of the journalist is to understand 
what is the driving force behind the decision to choose this or 
that road of life and how does he or she lives with this choice. 

"Plastic free Rivers" initiative has been launched
Three Wetland Eco-education Schools Added
WWF is contributing to wetland and migratory bird conservation. On Sep 20th-
21st, WWF and the partners assisted the establishments of three wetland schools 
in Jilin Province: Jilin Baicheng Wetland Ecological-education School in Baicheng, 
Xin Ping'an Town Middle School and Dagangzi Town Middle School in Da'an. 
Based in Bacheng Practice Base, Baicheng Wetland Ecological-education School is 
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one of the major platforms for eco-education and for future 
WWF wetland conservation activities. After the unveiling 
ceremonies, WWF project officers have also offered wetland 
eco-education lessons to the students.
In June, 2018, in the wetland environment conservation 
ambassador campaign, WWF and the partners has created 
eco-education pilot networks for 11 schools in Jilin and 
Heilongjiang provinces. Based on wetland eco-education 
schools and pilot networks, WWF will be working more 
closely with the partners, and assisting wetland school to 
develop up-to-date wetland eco-education curriculum, carry 

out the wetland conservation survey for students and teachers, encourage and 
practice local community residents and teenagers to participate in wetland and 
migratory bird conservation. WWF strives to incorporate wetland conservation 
into students' classrooms, but also be taken as daily practice for teenagers.

I Love My Hometown, I Love Amur Tiger
The awards ceremony of the “Amur Tiger Cup” Essay Competition sponsored by 
the Jilin Wildlife Conservation Association and WWF, organized by Hunchun City 
Amur Tiger Conservation Association and Wangqing County Committee on Care 

for Children, was held in No.3 Middle School in Wangqing 
County on September 18th, 2018. The compositions were 
collected from more than 10 middle schools of Wangqing 
county and Huangnihe town, the theme is about the Amur 
Tiger in my hometown. From April to August, more than 
200 essays were received. After the initial evaluation of each 
school and the jury’s assessment, 3 first prize compositions, 8 
second prize compositions, 11 excellent compositions and 12 
excellent instructors were selected.
“Through the thematic composition competition, we realize 
that the protection of wild animals such as the Amur Tiger 
is of great significance to maintain ecological balance, 

biodiversity and sustainable development of society, and the wildlife conservation 
is our responsibility and obligation”, said the student representative. The excellent 
instructors and school managers said, in the future, they should incorporate the 
concept of ecological conservation in their teaching, strengthen the awareness 
of environment protection, and organize students to actively participate in the 
protection activities.

Summer camp of eco clubs 
WWF-Mongolia supports eco club activities. Within this framework, eco club 
summer camp gatherings organized every year in Onon river basin. Eco club 
students gather summits to review their annual work, report on what they 

have done, and exchange experiences. Children tend to 
be highly involved because of learning simple methods of 
environmental research and they enjoy the natural beauty of 
Onon river basin. 
This year, over 60 students and 6 teachers participated 
in the summer camp gathering and attending of western 
Mongolian eco club representatives was a highlight. 
Mongolians have an ancient tradition of protecting nature 
and wildlife. Particularly, Mongolians teach kids from young 
age a recognition of wildlife and use of natural resources 
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which lead to interaction between human beings and nature. This year, theme 
of the gathering focused on this matter. Also, eco club students learned a simple 
water quality analysis methodology and did practice on it. In order to reinforce 
their knowledge, eco club children did practice in Ulz river and did comparison to 
previous year's survey and the amount showed decreased pollution. The summer 
camp gathering of eco clubs were successful and students learned a lot about 
nature conservation. 

A campaign “Fruit garden for each household” is being successfully continued  
WWF Mongolia is focused on implementing community-based natural resource 
management in Eastern Mongolia. In this regard, the "Tree for water-water for 
living" campaign in Onon River Basin was initiated and aimed at increasing the 
livelihoods of local residents through the protection of forests in Onon River Basin, 

reducing forest degradation and supporting green businesses. 
Under this action, the WWF Mongolia is organizing the 
second-year’s campaign “A Friut Garden for Each Household” 
within the soums. Total of 23 households near the Khar 
Yamaat Nature Reserve participated in the campaign and 
each household had 10-15 seedlings of blackcurrant in the 
first place and they plan to have their own fruit farm in the 
future. Although it hasn't really been raining in the nature 
reserve, 90 percent of the planted trees are successfully 
growing as a result of participants' hard work. 
The local gardeners say “gardening is not an easy business. It 
truly requires instructions and advice of the field’s experts. If 

each household has its own garden in its private fence plot, it does not need to collect 
berries in forests. Thus, we support and take place in this campaign”.  In such, the 
campaign “A Friut Garden for Each Household” has been successfully taken place 
in soums in Onon River Basin encouraging many other local households to have 
their private gardens. 

For more information please contact:
Chen Xu, senior communication Officer, WWF-China, chenxu@wwfchina.org; Selenge Gantumur, communication 
officer, WWF-Mongolia, selenge@wwf.mn; Yulia Fomenko, communication Mmanager, WWF-Russia, yfomenko@wwf.ru


