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YOU SAID BIG CATS 

Run for Tigers with Rangers

In Dec, WWF and the northeast tiger and 
leopard National Park Administration, 
Jilin Radio and Television Station, and 
Migu Run APP, jointly launched the 
online running campaign “Challenge 
the Rangers: Run for Tigers”, aiming to 
showcase the rangers to the public by 
encouraging the public to run for tigers 
and experience rangers’ patrol mileage.

The daily patrol of Amur tiger habitat 
rangers needs to walk 10-15 kilometers (round-trip) every day, which is much harder 
than walking and running in the city. WWF and its partners encourage the general 
public to compare steps with rangers, experience patrol mileage, understand and feel the 
hardships of patrol work and their great contributions to wildlife protection. So far, there 
are 200 people joining the challenge online. The event will last for 2 months.

Rangers are the guardians of nature, and patrol is one of the most basic management 
work in nature reserves. “Run for Tigers” is also a public participation activity of WWF 
and partners in support of the 5th Tiger Habitat Ranger Competition in January. 

Taiga Fest spotlighted the tiger and honey

The third in a row Taiga Festival was 
held with the support of WWF and the 
Primorsky Region Bee Keepers Union. 
The final event took place in the local art 
park. A honey alley was organized at the 
Fest for the guests to try different kinds 
of honey and herbal teas. When warmed 
by the tea and one could enjoy the AR 
photo exhibition spotlighting the Amur 
tiger. Each picture had a secret – they 
came to life turning into a video from the 

wild shot by camera traps. The display was a present of WWF to the Fest and A Tiger 
Day that was held one week earlier. A concert, a contest to find the golden Korea pine 
cone, and other activities were warm welcomed by the people. For WWF and the Union 
the Festival is yet another platform to raise public attention towards the values of non-
timber forest products, linden as a main honey plant, and taiga apiculture. About 95% 
of honey plants of Primorsky Region grow in the forest so saving the taiga we foster the 
regeneration of a taiga bee keeping.
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Compensation mechanism seminar held in Harbin

On December 17th, the seminar on compensation 
mechanism of wildlife-caused damage was held in 
Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, China. The seminar 
was co-hosted by WWF, China Wildlife Conservation 
Association and Heilongjiang Forestry and Grassland 
Administration. The senior officials of Forestry 
and Grassland Administration of Jilin, Shaanxi, 
Yunnan and Heilongjiang provinces and experts 
from Northeast Forestry University exchanged 
and discussed the current situation and problems 
of compensation mechanism and public liability 
insurance. 

Heilongjiang Province is an important habitat of 
Amur tigers, leopards, deer, and wild boars, etc. 
Nevertheless, there is no compensation method for 
damages in human and wildlife conflicts (HWC). This seminar offered suggestions and 
guidance for the future establishment and implementation of compensation methods for 
wildlife-caused damage in Heilongjiang Province.

One more PA for tigers and leopards created in Primorye

On October 31, 2019, the 
provincial Komissarovsky Wildlife 
Refuge of about 83 000 hectares 
was established in Primorsky 
Province with the support of WWF 
Russia. This is a key territory for 
the tigers and leopards. WWF 
regularly receives information on 
encountering tigers and leopards 
in the Komissarovka River valley 
and the neighboring Poltavsky 
Wildlife Refuge, where WWF has 
been carrying out monitoring for 

more than ten years, is home for 3–4 tigers and 4–5 leopards.

The Refuge borders with two PAs in China: Fenghuangshan State nature Reserve and 
Niaoqingshan County Wildlife Refuge. Now the three PAs form the important ecological 
corridor enabling the tigers and leopards exchange between Russia and China. 

The newly established PAs’ regulations allow the local people to use natural resources but 
a hunting ban will ensure the high reproduction of game resources and logging ban will 
protect old-growth forests. 

In cooperation with the Primorsky Wildlife Management Department, WWF will put 
a lot of effort to make the refuge functioning efficiently: to mark its boundaries with 
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information signs, to work with local people, to estimate the number of animals and create 
a monitoring system, as well as to determine the places where rare cats cross the border, 
to take measures to increase ungulates numbers and carry out fire-fighting activities.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/u-tigrov-i-leopardov-
primorya-poyavilas-novaya-okhranyaemaya-territoriya/

More Russian PAs are planned to receive CA|TS certification

WWF Russia took part in the meeting 
of CA|TS council that was held on 
December 3-5 in Bhutan and presented 
Russian protected areas nominated for 
CA|TS accreditation.

The CA|TS council meeting was hosted 
by the Royal Government of Bhutan 
with support from WWF and Global 
Tiger Forum. It was attended by 
representatives of the CA|TS national 

committees, public organizations, and protected areas from tiger range countries such as 
India, Nepal, Bhutan, Thailand, Malaysia, China, and Russia. 

At present, 6 protected areas from 7 tiger range countries already received a certificate - 
one from Russia, two from India, one from Nepal and two from Bhutan, three applications 
are now in the final stage of consideration. Russia was one of the first to begin certification 
of tiger habitats and gained worldwide recognition. In 2015, Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve 
became the first in Russia and the second in the world, after the Chitwan National Park in 
Nepal, a protected area that has passed certification of tiger habitats. WWF Russia hopes 
that next year the Lazovsky NR, the Zov tigra (Call of the Tiger), Land of the Leopard, 
Anyisky, and the Bikin NPs will also receive the certificate.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/shest-zapovednikov-
i-natsionalnykh-parkov-v-mire-poluchili-sertifikat-ca-ts/

WWF Russia renewed the unique tiger trail 

which was donated to Vladivostok in 2010 by 
WWF and the delegates of the World Youth 
Tiger Forum. Now, 13 stainless still slabs with 
the names of the tiger range countries are 
sparkling on Vladivostok’s beach promenade 
symbolizing the concern of present and future 
generations with tiger conservation. The 
Trails is crowned by a bronze sculpture of two 
tiger cubs, a favorite showpiece of the capital 
of the Russian Far East that will host the 
International Forum on Tiger Conservation in 
2022, in the Chinese Year of the Tiger.
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TOGETHER FOR CONSERVATION 
EFFECTIVENESS

“Plastic free Kherlen” campaign is applauded by public

WWF-Mongolia initiated "Plastic free 
Rivers" initiative to engage stakeholders 
in the process of reducing plastic waste 
from rivers. The initiative started 
successfully and therefrom the "Plastic 
free Kherlen" plan is being carried out 
with the participation of the citizens to 
remove plastic waste from Kherlen River 
in the eastern part of the country.

A joint meeting of eco club children, 
business people and other organizations for the “Plastic free Kherlen'' campaign took 
place on December 13, 2019 in Chinggis city, Khentii province. Over 50 representatives 
included schools, kindergartens, police, emergency departments, banks, the Governor's 
Office, and Department of Environment and Tourism. The purpose of the meeting was 
to introduce business representatives and government agencies the achievements and 
lessons learned by children within “Plastic free Kherlen” campaign. The attendees of this 
meeting have brought their own reusable water bottles to reduce single use plastic use 
during the meeting, which shows improvement of the campaign.

Participants agreed to come up with complete plan to change public attitude progressively. 
Previously, public awareness-raising activities have been carried out and now it’s time to 
we need to change public attitude. Although waste is being sorted by organizations, it 
is still being transported to same location with other waste. Therefore, a proper waste 
sorting facility should be built within next year in Khentii province. Also, they are planning 
to initiate “no buy/sell plastic bag day” and encourage use of reusable cotton bags.

Heda Highway is a barrier against red deer migration

In Oct, together with Huangnihe 
National Nature Reserve, WWF released 
8 red deers with GPS collars in the field 
to increase the ungulate density in the 
tiger range of Zhangguangcai Mountain. 
The tracking data of the deer movement 
shows that. a female red deer has been 
wondering in the recent two months 
around Heda Highway. The animal 
could not passed the Highway due to the 
lack of corridors.
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WWF and partners has been investigating the impact of infrastructure on wildlife 
dispersion for corridor planning and assessment. The result indicates that Heda Highway 
has been a big barrier against wildlife movement. The new monitering data of the red 
deer has further proved this findings. And corridor assessment and construction for tiger 
habitat recovery is one of the most important tasks of WWF NEC and its parnters in tiger 
and leopard landscape.

The International conference in Vladivostok focused on investigating environmental crimes

The research-to-practice conference was 
organized by the Far Eastern branch 
of the Legal Institute of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Russia with the support 
of WWF. Field work experts from law 
enforcement authorities, specialists from 
prosecution office, Wildlife Management 
Department, scientific society and eco 
NGOs gathered to discuss the up-to-date 
forensic equipment and methodic used 
in environmental crimes investigation. 

One of the topics of the agenda was changes to legislation. For instance, on September 24, 
the article 258.1 was toughened and now all the crimes related to harvest and trafficking 
of rare species including the Amur tiger and the Amur leopard are regarded by law as 
crimes of medium gravity and felony crimes. Among other issues of discussion were the 
environmental crimes in the coastal area of Primorye, the Far Eastern Bank of biological 
materials of rare flora and fauna species as a tool for implementing the environmental 
legislation. Three other Russia base Legal Institutes and one from the Republic of 
Kazakhstan joined the conference via video links.

“Tree for water-water for living” campaign continues effectively

Since 2017, WWF-Mongolia with local 
partners is supporting “Tree retains 
water and water retains life” campaign. 
The purpose of the campaign is to 
increase livelihoods of local communities 
through the protection of forests in 
Onon River basin, increase forest land, 
support green business, and make the 
region a model for green development. 
Within the framework of the campaign, 
tree planting is successfully ongoing. According to the organizers, over the past two years, 
trees have been planted on a total area of 60 hectares, and the growth is excellent as well. 

Recurrent tree planting took place on October 12-20, 2019, with offices, entities, 
enterprises, and Forestry units, elderly community, youth association and border troop 
unit of 5 soums/counties of Khentii province. A total of 510 people participated. This 
time, planting was intended to increase the area of reforestation and replant the areas 
planted in the spring.
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Khurkh village have reforested in 2 hectares, and Bayan-Adraga soum has begun to create 
fences around one hectare. In May 2019, trees were planted in a total area of 13 hectares 
in 3 soums. Citizens and authorities of Bayan-Ovoo soum also planted 200 elm trees 
in the Khar-Yamaat NR. According to the organizers, more and more volunteer forest 
stakeholders are joining every year. For example, 16 people who work in an artisanal 
mining of Bayan-Adraga soum of Khentii province participated in voluntary forestation. 
Onon River Basin Basin forestry units and Onon-Balj National Park Management Team 
are regularly supplying seedlings.

Winter biodiversity survey in Hulunbuir

In December 2019, WWF launched a winter biodiversity survey along the China-Mongolia 
border with partners in Hulunbuir. The survey focused on the Mongolian gazelle and its 
habitat in the border area, starting from Manzhouli in the north and heading south all the 
way to Bell Lake. The whole journey is about 400 kilometers.

During the survey, 12 species of birds and 5 species of mammals were recorded, including 
1,400 Mongolian gazelles. By mid December, approximately 40% of the gazelles have 
successfully crossed the border fence and over-wintered in China. Nearly 50% remained 
between the border fences of the two countries.

Experts speculate that the Mongolian gazelle that migrated southward in clusters is more 
likely to have dispersed into small groups and overwintered in the grassland hinterlands 
in China. WWF has signed a cooperation agreement with partners, and will continue to 
pay attention to the key species of grassland habitat represented by Mongolian gazelle 
and their habitat conservation. 

The Amur Conservation coalition summed up the results of cooperative work

On September 27-28, the annual meeting of Public Council for the Coordination 
Committee on the Amur River Basin Sustainable Development took place. 28 NGOs, 
partners of WWF, came together to discuss the results of their joint activities over the 
last year and made up the road map for 2019-2020 and the next five years.
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The whole 2019 large scale campaigns 
took place in the Amur River basin: 
Salmon Day, Wetlands Day, Water Day, 
Earth Hour, numerous fests, photo 
exhibitions, contests in support of the 
Pacific salmon. Altogether over 250 
events over eight months took place 
with over 50 000 people as participants. 
Among the important results are a count 
of Oriental stork in its entire home range, 
mounting new poles for the birds’ nests, 
and studying the migration routes with satellite transmitters. NGOs of Amurskaya Oblast 
and Zabaikalsy Province monitor the status of the rivers contaminated by gold mining; 
in Khabarovsky Province the grassroots control the chum salmon fishing season and 
check the filling of the salmon spawning grounds while in Primorsky and Khabarovsky 
Provinces the public organizations help to monitor the exploitation of forest resources. 
In Evreiskaya and Amurskaya Provinces non-commercial organizations conduct anti-fire 
treatment of the trees with rare birds’ nests, combat illegal net-fishing and aerate water 
reservoirs to save the food supply for Oriental stork. 

Stakeholders agreed to celebrate Mongolian gazelle day 

WWF-Mongolia successfully organized 
the second gathering of "Steppe beauty" 
eco clubs meeting to protect the 
Mongolian gazelle in cooperation with 
eco club students and local decision 
makers. The participants included 
Khentii, Dornod, and Sukhbaatar 
province Citizens' Representative 
Meeting chairmen, soum governors 
and students of 18 high school eco clubs 
from the 3 provinces. They discussed on 
protection of Mongolian gazelle that are decreasing year by year.

The eastern part of Mongolia is the homeland of Mongolian gazelle. Recent reductions in 
gazelles are one of the most pressing issues in the region. This is because of the scarcity 
of grassland, steppe fire and illegal hunting. Therefore, local decision makers agreed that 
the provinces should cooperate on prevention policy.

The eco club children’ knowledge and ambition has improved significantly at this meeting. 
They highlighted the many issues faced by the Mongolian gazelle with the local decision 
makers and emphasized the opportunities for joint resolution. During the meeting, the 
children mentioned interesting facts. For example, they mentioned that Dornod province 
symbol include Mongolian gazelle and people still hunt gazelles which is considered to 
be unethical. Therefore, they decided that raising awareness on ethical issues is a must.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Dornod, Khentii and Sukhbaatar province decision 
makers agreed to come up with a cooperative plan to combat illegal hunting and to set a 
day to celebrate Mongolian gazelle day annually.
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New deer species discovered in Russia 

Primorsky Province Wildlife 
Management Department, the Land of 
the Leopard National Park and WWF 
Russia announce that a water deer, a 
new mammal, appeared in the fauna of 
Primorye. The first information about the 
“roe deer with canine teeth”, or “swamp 
musk deer” came from the southwestern 
Primorye in August 2016. After that, 
rangers, frontier guards, hunters, and 
fishermen encountered this “strange 
hybrid” quite regularly. In April 2019, the 
Land of the Leopard Nation Park’s staff 
captured the water deer (Hydropotes 
inermis) with a camera trap. From now 
on the list of mammals will include 327 
species instead of 326 and the water deer 
will become the eighth in the Cervidae 
family. Revelation of a not-seen-before 
across Russia animal has become the first 
fact of such a kind in the 21st century. 

Finally, in July 2019, inspectors of the Primorsky Province Wildlife Management 
Department and one of WWF specialists found the first evidence – a stuffed water deer. 
Its body of the dead deer was found in the Khasansky District most likely in winter 2018 
and later was stuffed by a taxidermist. Right away the stuffed animal is being studied by 
the scientists and staff of the National Park and WWF. They conduct DNA test, perform 
morphometric analysis, and examine the deer’s hair coat.

Sukhbaatar province to establish a Sub-commission on Prevention of Environmental Crimes

WWF-Mongolia supports cooperation of 
law enforcement agencies, knowledge and 
skill development of personnel, and joint 
training and advocacy on environmental 
protection. Within the framework, a 
consultative session involving Khentii, 
Sukhbaatar, and Dornod province 
authorities and representatives of law 
enforcement agencies was successfully 
held in Baruun-Urt city on November 
2019.

The participants discussed achievements and challenges of the Sub-commission on 
Prevention of Environmental Crimes of Khentii province and other member organizations’ 
joint efforts. Additionally, the parties agreed that particular attention should be paid 
to reducing illegal hunting and poaching. They mentioned there is a need for specific 
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planning in this area, as the Eastern region is the main gazelle habitat area and the 
exposure to illegal hunting is not decreasing.

Experts from WWF-Mongolia emphasized that mitigation of environmental crime 
requires coordination of the Eastern provinces. The parties support the idea and agreed 
to develop a cooperative plan. Also, Sukhbaatar province planned to establish a Sub-
commission on Prevention of Environmental Crimes in the near future.

Oriental stork in focus of Russia and South Korea cooperation

WWF, the Khankaisky Nature 
Reserve and the National Institute 
of Ecology of South Korea have 
signed the Memorandum of 
Understanding on the Oriental 
stork conservation for five years. 
The preparation of the document 
was launched at the International 
Conference on the Oriental stork 
and wetlands conservation in 
the Amur River basin held in 

Blagoveschensk in 2018. At the conference organized by WWF Russia, the experts from 
Russia, China, Japan and the Republic of Korea summed up the results of the Oriental 
stork survey — 2018 and determined further steps on research and protection of the rare 
bird. By signing the MoU three organizations decided to put joint efforts in international 
cooperation for Oriental stork conservation, in joint research projects with information 
exchanges organizing scientific and educational meetings. Also new artificial supports for 
the Oriental stork nests will be mounted in the Khankaisky Nature Reserve. 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/memorandum-o-
sotrudnichestve-zaklyuchen-dlya-sokhraneniya-dalnevostochnogo-aista-/

8 Mongolian gazelles were fitted with satellite collars

WWF-Mongolia in cooperation 
with Tottori University, Japan 
have put satellite tracking collars 
on 8 Mongolian gazelles in 
central part of Mongolia to obtain 
migration data. A joint work has 
been carried out for a period 
from September 29 to October 7 
2019, with the help of specialists 
of Environmental department 
of Dornogovi province and local 
residents. 

The team slowly guided the gazelle herds with cars and motorcycles into a net. As they 
got closer, a few gazelles have been chased and caught into the net. Specialists said “We 
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successfully completed our study. In order to comfort the gazelles, we wrapped their 
eyes with soft cloth wraps and tried our best not to make a noise. The gazelles were set 
free after getting collared, also age and gender data has been collected. Not more than 5 
minutes were spent on each gazelle. Collaring gazelles will able to study their migration 
and distribution range”.

WWF-Mongolia initiated wildlife friendly passage national standard which was approved 
in 2015. In order to mitigate a threat from fragmentation and proper implementation 
of the standard, WWF-Mongolia aimed to scientifically designate potential locations of 
wildlife crossings along the current railroad and railroad to be built through central and 
eastern Mongolia that would cut the main habitat of Mongolian gazelle. Under this effort, 
WWF-Mongolia specialists put satellite tracking collars on 24 individuals of Mongolian 
gazelle in 2017 and 2018.

Results of public monitoring of spawning grounds finalize the year of the Salmon in the  
Amur river basin

were done by the Association of 
Indigenous people of the North 
(Khabarovsky Province) and WWF. The 
revealed cases of poaching and empty 
salmon spawning grounds in the Amgun, 
Anyui, and Tunguska Rivers have proved 
the necessity to conduct serious regular 
research and enforce protection of 
the salmon species of the Amur River. 
The monitoring became a key event 
of the Year of the Salmon. Among the 
main monitoring conclusions are: it is 

necessary to re-evaluate the governmental strategy of the fish reserves protection and to 
focus efforts on the protection of the breeding grounds; it is needed to introduce a ban 
for commercial fishing of the summer salmon in the Amur River at least for the next 5-8 
years. The Year of the Salmon is close to the end but WWF will proceed the Amur River 
salmon conservation in cooperation with partner NGOs. These activities project on the 
Amur salmon conservation is supported by Procter & Gamble.

Traffic signs have been set up on the road to eastern side 

WWF-Mongolia in cooperation with Environment and Tourism Office of Sukhbaatar 
province set up traffic signs on the eastern route. The basis for this effort was the absence 
of any signs or markings indicating the possibility of wildlife crossing on the road. The 
experts erected 30 traffic signs along the 543 km highway from Baruun-Urt to Khulunbuir 
on the spots where the gazelle herds cross. This will allow drivers to slow down in places 
where wildlife may appear, thus reducing the likelihood of wildlife crashes.

In addition, as a result of joint efforts of WWF-Mongolia and other partner organizations, 
Mongolia approved the “Standard for wildlife crossings in the steppe and desert” for the 
first time in Central Asia in 2015. Three years later, the "Standard for wildlife crossing 
along roads and road infrastructure in mountainous area" was approved. In this way, 
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wildlife crossing is mandatory when road and railway is being constructed. It is very 
important to implement the standard. That is why, WWF-Mongolia is conducting a 
series of meetings with stakeholders to promote standards. In addition, surveys are being 
conducted to identify potential crossings for newly planned roads. 

NGO of the Amur river basin learnt to assert the right for healthy environment

On 9-13 November, more than 60 representatives of NGOs, businesses and governmental 
authorities attended two-day seminars in Khabarovsky and Amurskaya Provinces 
on legal basis for NGOs interactions with industries on environmental compliance. 
The organizers of seminars noted that NGOs often do not have sufficient knowledge 

and resources to effectively 
participate in discussions of the 
industrial construction projects 
that pose a potential threat to the 
environment in these territories. 
The theoretical part of the 
seminars filled in this gap. It was 
devoted to the environmental 
rights of citizens and the legal 
possibilities for the public to 
take part in the preparation of 
decisions on the implementation 
of industrial activities. 

Among other seminar’s topics and activities were the world practice and the regional 
specifics of interaction between public organizations and industries, a business game 
focused on public environmental control, a series of exercises aimed at solving problems 
of getting access to environmental information, a heated debate over the issues of placer 
gold mining. One of the key topics for discussion was forming an institution of public 
inspectors. 

The trainings were organized as a part of the People for Nature project carried out by 
WWF-Russia with the support of the European Union. 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/lyudi-prirode-
obshchestvennost-basseyna-amura-uchitsya-otstaivat-pravo-na-blagopriyatnuyu-
okruzhayushch/

Heilongjiang Province is an important habitat of Amur tigers, leopards, deer, and wild 
boars, etc. Nevertheless, there is no compensation method for damages in human and 
wildlife conflicts (HWC). This seminar offered suggestions and guidance for the future 
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WHEN THE BELT IS GREEN

Standards for wildlife crossing must be enforced

WWF-Mongolia organized a meeting 
"Crossing standards for the wildlife 
along the linear" in October 2019 in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Road and Transportation. The meeting 
was attended by representatives from 
the Ministry of Nature, Environment 
and Tourism, Ulaanbaatar Railways, 
environmental assessment and road 
design companies and researchers. 
Infrastructure is being developed to 
improve country's economy. However, auto and railways negatively influence wildlife 
migration. Therefore, the parties exchanged views on how to resolve this issue.

Mongolia has adopted the standard for wildlife crossing in the steppe and Gobi desert 
starting 2015, but recently started using a standard for wildlife crossings on mountain 
road and road construction. In this way, wildlife crossing is mandatory when road 
and railway is being constructed. While the standard has not yet taken place, major 
infrastructure work has begun. In the eastern Mongolia which is a main habitat area for 
Mongolian gazelle, total of 272 km road from Baruun Urt to Bichigt road construction is 
about to start.

Participants said the crossing standard for wildlife shall be implemented accordingly, but 
there are many factors to consider. Participants also highlighted the need for amendments 
to some of the road design and environmental impact assessment procedures. Despite 
the difficulties, the parties agreed that it is very important to implement standards for 
wildlife crossing.

The Tokinsko-Stanovoy NP established in Amurskaya province

The Decree of the Russian Government 
on the establishment of the Tokinsko-
Stanovoy NP with an area of 253 000 was 
signed on December 20, becoming the 
third protected area created with WWF 
support in 2019 in the Amur River basin. 
It took another 10 years to upgrade the 
status of the provincial PA to the level of 
a national park. Thanks to the expedition 
of Zeyisky Nature Reserve’s staff 
organized in summer 2018 with support 
of WWF Russia the Park was established. 
The Tokinsko-Stanovoy National Park 
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will protect the habitat of a mountain sheep included in the IUCN Red List, the Red Lists 
of Yakutia and Amurskaya Province, preserve mountain forests and unique alpine tundra 
with rare plants. Moreover, the interaction with the Evenki indigenous communities who 
use the natural resources in a traditional manner – they hunt and graze reindeers – will 
become one of the leading activities of the Park.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tokinsko-stanovoy-
natsionalnyy-park-sozdan-v-amurskoy-oblasti-/

Grassland conservation pilot in Qian’an county

With the support of YILI SATINE and 
partners, a demonstration pilot (11.26 
ha) of degraded grassland have been 
selected by WWF to carry out the research 
on grassland degradation recovery in 
the transition zone of agriculture and 
pasture. An expert team was set up to 
investigate and research the status of 
this pilot. Through the investigation and 
analysis of the status quo of plant and 
soil resources in the pilot, the current 
situation and existing problems of the grassland were identified, and a targeted recovery 
plan was developed.

The survey results showed that the soil type of this grassland pilot is saline-alkali soil, 
which is mainly characterized by degradation, salinization and desertification. The 
main cause is overgrazing and unreasonable management. The global climate change 
has exacerbated the grassland degradation and salinization. This is a long-term project, 
WWF will keep update of the progress. 

Onon river basin CBOs successfully participated in the “Eco-friendly products-2019” exhibition 

Ministry of Environment and Tourism 
of Mongolia organized the “Eco-friendly 
product-2019” fair in November 2019 in 
Ulaanbaatar city to support community 
based organizations (CBO). Over 254 
CBOs from 21 provinces participated in 
the exhibition and hundreds of people 
showed up. Participants from 33 CBOs 
of Onon river basin attended to the 
exhibit with financial support of WWF-
Mongolia. CBO members participated 
with forestry products, crafts made using 

twigs, leaves, and cones, as well as souvenirs and other eco products. At the end of the 
exhibition, the top participants were selected and the award went to Onon river basin 
CBOs. For example, S. Natsagdorj, leader of “Tsagaan Nuga”, took the lead by producing 
sidewalk paver and fence made of recycled plastic bags. “Amirlangui” CBO received 3rd 
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place with wooden vase, chair, table, and bowl made of dried aspen. “Mangirt” CBO and 
“Berkh” CBO both received the special price with their felt and wooden products. The 
award was presented by the Minister of Environment and Tourism N.Tserenbat and he 
wished the CBOs a success. 

WWF-Mongolia focuses on the management of community-based natural resources in 
Onon river basin. Currently, there are more than 140 CBOs in the basin.

The Nerchugansky WR established in Zabaikalsky Province

On 18 December, another protected area 
of the provincial level was created by 
the initiative of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources of Zabaikalsky Province 
with an active support of WWF Russia. 
More than 252,6 thousand hectares of 
northern tributaries of the Amur River 
have been taken under protection. 
WWF Russia together with the Ministry 
of Natural Resources of Zabaikalsky 
province, scientists and environmental 
activists were actively involved in preparing ecological-economic background for this 
protected area, and organized field expeditions to its territory. In the course of public 
hearings its establishment was supported and approved. The new refuge is important 
for conservation of forest and freshwater ecosystems, game resources and rare wildlife 
species from the provincial Red List and from the Red List of the Russian Federation.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-zabaykalskom-
krae-sozdan-zakaznik-nerchuganskiy-/

WWF NEC’s Environmental education in Taipingchi

On December 13th, an environmental 
education course on wetland protection 
was given by WWF staff with the 
support of YILI SATINE for 40 teachers 
and students of the primary school in 
Taipingchi village. The story of wetland, 
water and the wildlife of wetland was told 
with the background of the Taipingchi 
reservoir as a artificial wetland. This 
course could help the students to build 
up a sense of hometown pride by the 
understanding of wetland, offer the 

knowledge of the wetlands, and encourage wetland conservation actions. At the end, the 
students shared their ideas and pledged to protect the wetland. 
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1.2 mln hectares at AHEC approved the water protection zone as a no-go areas

1,2 mln. hectares in Mongolian part of AHEC approved additionally as a water protection 
zones by Local Parliament of Dornod province on December 2019. The decree of the Local 
Parliament will be strong justification to prevent mining activities in water protection 
zones. Therefore, these target goals implemented in Mongolian part of AHEC. 

According to Water law, there covered all main river networks of Onon River, and Kherlen 
River, Ulz River and their relevant water bodies (incl. lakes and spring) and protected 
their riparian areas and adjacent floodplain territories as a water protection zones.

There is a strong interest from local environmental authorities, local government 
agencies and local people not to mine in riparian zones and enforce the Law effectively. 
Local people and local authorities strongly appreciate the long-term ecological benefit 
and ecosystem services from healthy ecosystem rather than short-term economic gain 
which will have considerable negative impact.

The far eastern taiga is a global reserve of 
beekeeping

The scientific conference “Major threats 
to the beekeeping” was held on 25-28 
November with the support of WWF 
and the Association of beekeepers of 
Primorsky Province. The conference 
gathered 60 beekeepers of the Amur 
River basin, experts from the federal 
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research center of beekeeping and the Center of certification “Federal”, representatives 
of administration and legislation assembly of Primorsky Province, honey producers, 
scientific institutions, public organizations such as the Association of beekeepers of 
the Far East. The main outcome of the conference is the elaboration of a strategy for 
control the compliance with regional initiatives on linden conservation in Primorye. The 
conference was organized as a part of the People for Nature project carried out by WWF-
Russia with the support of the European Union.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/dalnevostochnaya-
tayga-mirovoy-rezerv-pchelovodstva-/

“Va:kchai Ni” festival celebrated in the Bikin NP

In October, the village of Krasny Yar 
for the third time hosted the Festival to 
mark the start of a hunting season for 
the indigenous people of the northern 
Primorye. One of the goals of the National 
Park is the support of traditional nature 
use of the local aboriginals: Udege and 
Nanai people therefore the hunting 
festival is on the annual agenda. Va:kchai 
ni (meaning a hunter) was born long 
before the Park was created. It is when 
local hunters, fishermen, and gatherers 
pray to their spirits for help in the hunt. 

People from Soboliny, Yasenyovy, Verkhnii Pereval villages came to the holiday to 
participate in different contests, games, traditional sports competition, and to try 
culinary treats. A ceremonial opening of the newly built eco trail also took place during 
the Festival. It is decorated with wood-carved sculptures of wild animals and birds and 
skillfully imbedded into the environment. Among the organizers were the Krasny Yar 
‘s and regional authorities, Club of aboriginal hunters and fishermen, the Amur Tiger 
Centre, and WWF.
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BRIEF NEWS

Vladivostok hosted first seminar on nonfinancial reporting of businesses

for representatives of NGOs from 
five territorial entities of the Amur 
ecoregion. The participants found out 
what corporate nonfinancial reporting 
consists of, how to analyze it and use it 
to establish effective interaction with 
businesses and reduce the environmental 
impact caused by industrial processes. 
Participants were also able to put this 
knowledge into practice, as the seminar 
concluded with a business game where they analyzed nonfinancial reporting cases and 
provided their comments at a simulated public meeting.

The seminar was organized as a part of the People for Nature project carried out by WWF-
Russia with the support of the European Union.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/zelenaya-ekonomika/vo-
vladivostoke-proshel-pervyy-trening-po-nefinansovoy-otchetnosti-biznesa/ 

On December 6 in Khabarovsk, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources of Khabarovsky Province 
WWF conducted a seminar for 45 rangers 
of the provincial Wildlife Management 
Department to find ways for a more 
effective cooperation and to discuss 
the loopholes of nature conservation 
legislation in conservation of wild fauna 
species and their habitats. Among the 
participants there were representatives of supervisory authorities, regulatory agencies, 
and law enforcement bodies. 

52 employees from 11 Primorye forestry units taught to handle drones

The training was organized by WWF and the Primorskaya Agricultural Academy with 
TOYOTA funds for the staff workers to master the drone-piloting skills when revealing 
illegal logging sites with the KEDR satellite monitoring system. This year the drone fleet 
of the forestry units in Primorye has reached 37 units. The field part of the training was 
conducted in the Academy’s nursery and in its educational-experimental forest plot. The 
trainees learnt drones layout, how to assemble and prepare them for the flights, how to 
do aerial survey, and mastered the piloting skills. They also got acquainted with air laws 
when using drones. During the field part of the training, the trainees registered and fixed 
an illegal logging operation in one of the Primorye districts. The culprit was detained and 
transported to the low enforcement authorities.
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STORY OF PROTECTORS

A Ranger’s Story: We run for Tigers and Leopards 
My name is Liu Guoqing. I'm an 
ordinary ranger from Hunchun 
Bureau of Northeast China Tiger 
and Leopard National Park. I’m a 
post-90 young man dedicating my 
youth and passion to mountains 
and the earth. I chose a different 
path, becoming a community 
volunteer and ranger of wildlife 
protection.

Live up to my dream

The older generation have different levels of prejudice against the post-90s. Some people 
think we post-90s were born in honeypot, so we cannot bear any hardship or do anything 
great when we grow up. In addition, most of the post-90s are the only children in the 
families. We have the burden of supporting four parents when they get old; plus the 
children, we have to shoulder the responsibility of the whole family. Therefore, we may 
focus more on the actual material needs instead of having any ambition. However, in my 
opinion, even if I’m not able to accomplish much, I can still hold my original aspiration 
without any change.

For life, I think I may feel different from others. I’m very independent, and I have solid 
spiritual supports as well as strong supporters. I work hard together with my partners for 
our aspirations. I feel I’m walking firmly on the earth. My steps are steady, not frivolous, 
and I’ve been moving forward with determination. Even if the cause I do with persistence 
doesn't make me much money, I still won’t give it up.

An impressive patrol

In Nov. 2016, the heavy snow came earlier than in previous years and lasted for three 
consecutive days. It covered the whole forest. However, the ranger team still had to 
maintain the infrared cameras. I remember on the day of Dec. 6, the team drove off before 
6 a.m.. The snow was very deep, the mountain road was really tough to drive, and it was 
nearly 8 o'clock when we got to the foot of the mountain. That day's task was to go to 
three camera points on the fire tower's big bar. The highest altitude was 950 meters or so, 
and the round trip was 14 kilometers. It was undoubtedly the most arduous task that day.

At the start, the snow was about 60cm deep, reaching our knees. For the two rangers, it 
was more energy consuming for the one leading in the front. After walking for an hour, 
the snow got even deeper. My teammate's legs were injured before. They got hurt when 
touching snow for a long time. So I had been walking in the front to lead the way for my 
teammate. 
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We moved forward very slowly. We also 
considered whether to give up these 
camera points and change our way back. 
But we couldn’t take the self-accusation 
of not completing the daily patrol work. 
We can't miss any single camera!

We tried to speed up, but we still couldn't 
make it. We could only see the solitary 
shadow of our upper body moving in the 
snow (the average snow depth reached 
one meter). After six hours of climbing, 
we arrived at the ridge and retrieved the 
data of the first camera. 

At that time, it was three o'clock in the 
afternoon. It was getting dark, and our 
food and water had been used up. We 
could only eat snow to supplement 
water for our body. Both of us were like 
a boiling pot, for the whole body exuded 
"heat".

Unable to take too much rest, we rushed to the second camera point. The vision began 
to blur gradually along the way. When we retrieved the data at the last point (camera 
memory card), it got pitch dark. Through the walkie talkie, we got in touch with other 
teammates at the foot of the mountain. They had arrived in the car, waiting for our 
triumph return. In the deep mountain at night, there’s fear everywhere. You don't know 
how many eyes are staring at you. But we had no choice but to find the way down the 
mountain by the weak light of a flashlight.

We overcame the fear brought by darkness and used up our energy. Relying on our skills to 
identify directions through the mountain shape, and using GPS to calculate the distance, 
even if we were in the dark, we still did a good job of recording track information. At 10:20 
that night, we finally joined up with other teammates. At the moment of getting on the 
car, we were paralyzed in our seats and said without any exaggeration, "our underwear 
are soaked.". There appeared starry illusions in my eyes. I felt like lying on the thick snow 
and looking up at the stars; the snow was so warm. Gradually, I fell asleep. 

The car stumbled all the way, and no one woke me up, even though they had to get out of 
the car to shovel snow. It was midnight when we drove out of the mountain to the nearby 
town.

Frankly speaking, it wasn't an experience worthy of showing off. We overestimated 
the strength of a ranger, looked down on the obstacles of objective factors on the way, 
and took risks. Although we finished the task, it increased the rate of low probability 
accidents. In the future patrols, we will do a better job in time arrangement and schedule 
planning, and try to consider more objective factors. We completed the patrol task that 
time, and we also found wild animals photographed in the retrieved data. This is worthy 
of our pride.
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I'm a champion of the ranger competition

In fact, there are many unforgettable experiences of field patrol. We’ve looked at tigers 
across mountains and passed by bears. No matter it's bitter or dangerous, we protect 
animals with actions. Among the ranger teams, we are confident of our abilities in the 
field, and our team is also outstanding in knowledge reserve as well as learning and 
application of software. 

This is not groundless. In the four years of Tiger Habitat Ranger Competition organized 
by WWF, Northeast Tiger & Leopard National Park Administration (NTLNPA) and the 
State Forestry and Grassland Administration, we won two championships. No matter the 
indoor competition or the field competition, we were among the best.

I remember in the last year’s fourth competition, the field part was very interesting. 
Like the popular computer game "Game for Peace", in a route, we could randomly pick 
a "parachute jump" location and search the nearby area (snare removal). In the course 
of snare removal, we also needed to complete tasks such as infrared camera deployment 
and recording, catching poachers and simulating law enforcement. We were ranked by 
the comprehensive scores of tasks completed and the number of "materials" (poaching 
tools) collected. Our team got #1 in the field competition.

In the whole field competition, there was also a live broadcasting team. Unfortunately, 
even though we considered the physical strength of the shooting team, we still accidentally 
lost them three times.

In 2020, I will keep running for tigers and leopards. 

https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/23wQqOq1lZSpgIWFMBwbLA
https://amurinfocenter.org/en/about/news/ecoregion-news/a-rangers-story-we-
run-for-tigers-and-leopards/



22

 

1
River
Ecoregion
Vision

3
Key species:
Tiger,Leopard 
and 
Oriental Stork

2
Migratory species:
Mongolian gazelle
Taimen


