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1. A Word to the World
National park for wild tigers and leopards to be established in northeast China 
Dec. 5th, 2016, China, the 30th Central Leading Group meeting has passed “The pilot plan of 
the national park dedicated to Siberian tigers and Amur leopards in Jilin and Heilongjiang 
provinces” and other relevant documents. The meeting also pointed out that the national park, 
said to be 15,000 square kilometers, would provide a livable, stable, and consistent habitat for 
these endangered big cats to multiply.

A space-air-ground monitoring network will be installed in the park to collect information 
closely related to the animals’ living and breeding activities, which will be used for future studies. 
The scope of the park, ranging from Wangqing county and the city of Hunchun in Jilin to the 
city of Dongning in Heilongjiang, will include the animals’ main habitats, potential distribution 
areas, and future spatial needs, and is required to conserve the complete and natural ecosystem 
and avoid densely populated areas and those with frequent economic activities, according to 
Jilin’s forestry department.

With the great opportunity of the establishment of the National Park for Siberian tigers and 
Amur leopards in China, WWF-China together with its partners will continue supporting 
nature reserves in the fields of monitoring, anti-poaching, habitat recovery, capacity building, 
community project, etc. and will enforce international cooperation with Russia for a better tiger 
conservation with more integrity in the future.

Related Links:
http://www.forestry.gov.cn/main/72/content-927427.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/m/2016jilin/2016-12/09/content_27626202.htm

http://www.forestry.gov.cn/main/72/content-927427.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/m/2016jilin/2016-12/09/content_27626202.htm
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The First CA|TS assessment committee in China was established in Jilin province (China)

O n  2 9 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  C A | T S 
(Conservation Assured |Tiger Standard) 
a s s e s s m e n t  c o m m i t t e e  i n  C h i n a  w a s 
established in Jilin province. CA|TS is the 
minimum standard for tiger conservation. 
Within CA|TS, all the activities of tiger 
conservation work should be normatively 
recorded. As the first CA|TS assessment 
committee in China, Jilin CA|TS assessment 
committee plays an important role in tiger 
conservation and capacity building of nature 
reserve. 

As the first CA|TS registered member in China, Huangnihe Nature Reserve is on the way of 
collecting and managing materials for further assessment. If Huangnihe Nature Reserve could 
pass all the assessments, it would become the approved member of CA|TS in 2017. WWF China 
will continue promoting CA|TS in China and helping to improve the management ability of all 
the Amur tiger nature reserves in China.

Yury Darman was granted to name Amur leopard (Russia)
On his 60th-year anniversary Yury Darman, 
head of WWF Russia Amur branch, has named 
Amur leopard, Leo 60V, Smelyi (Brave).This 
rare opportunity was granted to Yury by Land 
of the Leopard National Park administration. 
Having given the name for the rare cat Yury 
has become a Leopard Keeper. This title is 
normally awarded to those who share love for 
nature and want to contribute to the species 
conservation. Among Leopard Keepers there 
are politicians, celebrities, ordinary people of 
different professions, and even students. Yury 
Darman is a person who stood at the origin of the Land of the Leopard National Park. He was 
among those who sounded the alarm and drew attention of the public to the critical state of the 
Amur leopard. 

Smelyi, a male in the very strength of his life, is about four at the moment. He lives in the 
northernmost of the Land of the Leopard near the border with China. Yet, in the course of 2015, 
he was registered by camera traps in Russia.
 
More details are here: 
https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14654

https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14654
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WWF celebrates Yury Darman as the MIDORI Prize 2016 winner (Russia)
Yury Darman, the former head of WWF Russia 
Amur branch, was awarded with the prestigious 
MIDORI Prize for his 40-year long work on 
preserving the great Amur River ecosystems. 
The MIDORI Prize honors individuals who have 
made outstanding contributions to conservation 
and sustainable use at local and global levels, 
and who have influenced and strengthened 
various biodiversity-related efforts, as well as 
raised awareness about biodiversity. The 4th Award 
Ceremony was held in Cancún, Mexico, in December 
2016.  Dr.  Darman is  a  champion of  Russian 
conservation movement who has taken an inspiring 
leadership in the Amur Ecoregion Program. He has 
managed to integrate scientific and traditional 
knowledge into comprehensive program for 
biodiversity conservation under the umbrella 
of iconic rare species, such as Amur tiger, Far 
Eastern leopard and Oriental stork.

“All my life I devoted to the Amur River – to keep it 
free-flowing and to conserve outstanding biodiversity 
– says Yury Darman. - The ecological situation on 
the Planet worsens and we are here on the front line 
trying to conserve the last islands of Wildness for mankind. That is why it is so important for 
us to know that we are the important part in a worldwide environmental movement and that 
international society knows and recognizes our efforts”.

More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14654

First step was laid down for success of conservation efforts for saving Mongolian migratory ungulates 
(Mongolia)
One of the development activities stated in the Action programme of Government of Mongolia 
for 2016-2020 is construction of 230 km-railroad between Khuut and Bichigt border points. 
At present, development of its feasibility studies is underway. As this railroad is laid down in 
Eastern Mongolia, an actual threat to hold and fragment migration of ungulates, in particular 
of Mongolian gazelle(Procapra gutturosa)  is being definitely faced. Therefore, at initiative of 
WWF-Mongolia, the Representative Offices of Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC) in Mongolia and the Institute of Biology under the Mongolian 
Academy of Sciences (MAS) made the recommendations for not cutting of movements and 
migrations of wildlife populations and maintaining integrity of wildlife habitats and delivered it 
to the “Mongolian railway” company. Having raised their voices for prevention from the threat 
to migratory wildlife, the conservation organizations have decided to cooperate with the Ministry 
of Environment and Tourism with regard to tackling with the concern.     

Firstly, the conservation organizations have recommended building the railroad between Khuut 
and Bichigt border points without barbed wires on its both sides in remote and unpopulated 
areas.     

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14654 
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A rationale for recommendation of this point is based on bad experiences from the current 
operational railroad between Ulaanbaatar and Zamyn-Uud according to the initiators. As the 
railroad was built with barbed wires on its both sides for prevention from potential accidents, 
the migration of Mongolian gazelle herds from the east to the west within the region has been 
basically cut and stopped for over 60 years. Consequently, the Mongolian gazelle has been 
almost disappeared within its western most distribution range. The barbed wires installed along 
railroad for prevention from potential accidents are also harmful for the migratory wildlife 
species such as Wild Ass or Khulan (Equus hemionus), Black-tailed Gazelle (Gazella 
subgutturosa) and Mongolian gazelle those are nationally and internationally endangered 
according to the researches carried out in the past.      

Secondly, they recommended installing and building protection wires along the railroad only in 
vicinities of settled areas and railroad stations and points upon consideration of the necessity 
to prevent from potential accidents while leaving other parts of the railroad without protection 
wires in remote or unpopulated areas.   Research and conservation communities have proved 
that barbed wires become one of the serious major factors leading to cutting and fragmenting 
of wildlife migrations and movements and mortality of wildlife populations. For instance, 
in January and February, 2016, heavy snow occurred in most of the country, large herds of 
Mongolian gazelle moved from territories of eastern aimags (provinces) to territories of western 
aimags. Unfortunately, over 5000 individuals of Mongolian gazelle were killed on barbed wires 
along railroad.

Thirdly, they recommended accurate pursuit and compliance with the new national standards 
on “Construction of Wildlife Crossings along Roads and Railroads in Steppe, Gobi, and Desert 
Regions” while putting wildlife crossings during the railroad construction.  To make this effort 
efficient in practice, they called for cooperation with “Mongolian Railway” company of Mongolia 
in regard to designation and selection of the areas, where wildlife crossings are to be built, 
while consulting and referencing research data on the wildlife populations in the region. The 
“Mongolian Railway” company has replied to contact back in the nearest future as reviewed and 
studied the points in the recommendations. 
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2. United for Conservation Effectiveness
Amur Green Belt work plan seminar in China

Dec. 29th, 2016, Harbin, China, WWF-China and its partners conducted the Amur Green Belt 
work plan seminar, to better implement the Sino-Russian cross-border protection network 
agreement and to promote substantive conservation work.

The seminar was chaired by Mr. Liu Peiqi, director of WWF Northeast Office. Mr. Shao 
Weigeng, deputy chief of Protection Department of Heilongjiang Forestry Department, and 
representatives from 14 nature reserves of the network of protected areas in the Amur River 
Basin participated in this seminar. Amur River Basin contains some of the best preserved 
temperate forest ecosystems, It is important to support the survival of Siberian tiger, Amur 
leopard, Oriental White Stork and other animals. Therefore, Amur river basin is one of the key 
ecological protection areas in WWF’s plan. 

June 28, 2016, Chinese and Russian Wildlife Reserves Administration in Amur River Basin 
signed the agreement on the Protection and Research of Natural Environment and Natural 
Resources in Khabarovsk, Russia. A total of 28 Chinese and Russian nature reserves have 
become members of the Sino-Russian cross-border cooperation network, of which 16 are 
Chinese nature reserves. In order to be able to understand the protection needs and to achieve 
substantial progress, the cross-border agreement preliminary finalized 9 fields, including 
Siberian tiger, Amur leopard, Oriental White Stork, Waterfowls, Cranes, Roe deer population 
tracking, Eco-tourism, Environmental education and Xingkai Lake plant and animal background 
investigation. 

Based on the 9 fields, representatives discussed deeply and expressed their developmental needs 
in conservation work. This information will be taken into consideration when WWF Northeast 
Office prepares its work plan for the next three years (2017-2020). Mr. Shao weigeng said that 
the establishment of Sino-Russian border protection network would promote cooperation and 
exchange in Sino-Russian nature reserves. It would be an important part of further protecting 
the ecological environment in Amur River Basin.
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Promotion on Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve values (Mongolia)
W W F  M o n g o l i a  i s  d e l e g a t e d  w i t h  m a i n 
responsibilities of the Administration for Khar 
Yamaat Nature Reserve (NR) in accordance 
with the agreement made with the Ministry of 
Environment and tourism and the authorities 
of Khentii and Sukhbaatar Aimags. Under this 
delegation, the WWF Mongolia carries out 
conservation activities in the NR.   
 
One of important tasks is to improve the public 
awareness on the NR’s values and significance.  
In this line, the Administration for Khar Yamaat 

NR organized a meeting for local residents of the soums located in the NR’s buffer zone on 11 
November, 2016 in order to provide them with better understanding and behavioral changes 
on how to manage their daily lives in environmentally friendly ways, to restore and follow 
environmental conservation traditions and practices, and to present the PA legislation. 

The meeting was organized jointly with the Councils for Elders and Women and the Youth’s 
Association in Tumentsogt and Bayan-ovoo soums located in the NR’s buffer zone. It was 
attended by a total of 274 local people.  To make the event more interesting and efficient, the 
organizers presented the Law on Special Protected Areas while used “Questions and Answers” 
in connection with specific practical study cases those were found within herder communities.  
Older local people were invited to present and share traditions of environmental protection and 
their presentations and talks were one of motivating activities for the participants.  

Tenth jubilee Forum “Nature without Borders” held in Vladivostok (Russia)
On 20-21 October to focus on protected areas 
and biodiversity conservation of the Russian 
Far East. The International Forum is one of the 
leading communication platforms of the region, 
where representatives of government, science, 
business and non-governmental environmental 
organizations discuss and offer solutions to vital 
issues of environmental protection, ecological safety 
of the Russian Far East and the Asia-Pacific region. 

During the Forum, WWF Russia Amur branch 
also helped to conduct the Steering Committee on Sustainable Development in the Amur River 
basin. According to Petr Osipov, newly appointed head of WWF Russia Amur branch, “One of 
the Steering Committee meeting outcomes is the decision to keep this structure working, and the 
fact that Primorsky Province took over the chairmanship for the next two years”. At the Forum, 
WWF also organized the meeting of the Board of 13 Directors of nature reserves and national 
parks of the southern Far East. Council members shared their experiences on eco-tourism 
development in PAs, the use of unmanned aerial vehicles for PAs protection, summed up the 
major events of the year of 2016.

More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14636

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14636 
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Environmentalists and journalists discussed nature conservation issues (Russia)

Journalists from the environmental non-profit press clubs and the leading mass media of the 
Amur River Basin prepared a joint work plan with the staff of nature protection agencies at the 
seminar organized by WWF Russia in Birobidzhan as part of the “Amur Coalition for Nature 
Protection” project implemented with the financial support of the European Union. The coming 
2017 is announced the official year of Protected Areas in Russia. Therefore, a joint action plan 
for mass media agencies on how to cover nature conservation events and activities in press is 
a must. On the second day of the workshop the theory was tested in practice. The journalists, 
together with the staff of the Directorate of PAs of Evreiskaya province and NGO Bagulnik, took 
a field trip to Uldury Wildlife Refuge to participate in supplementary feeding of wild ungulates 
and preventive treatment for stork nests.

The Year of Protected Areas (2017) will bring a lot of new actions so the journalists will have 
many stories to tell to the audience.

More details are here: https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14740

https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14740 
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3. You Said Big Cats?
6th Anniversary of Tiger Summit and Half-Way Point to 2022 – China Event (China)

23th Nov. 2016, Changchun, China, the special event – tiger pictures exhibition and tiger 
conservation sharing seminar to celebrate the 6th anniversary of Tiger Summit and half-way 
point to 2022 was conducted in Jilin Nature Museum. More than 50 tiger pictures, including 
monitoring pictures, professional photos, artist drawings, had been exhibited from 23th Nov. 
lasting for about a month in the nature museum. Experts from WWF-China, Jilin Wildlife 
Conservation Associate, Huangnihe Nature Reserve gave presentations, shared experience and 
interacted with audience during the event. More than 70 people participated in the seminar, 
most of whom were college students. Almost all the participants were very excited about the 
seminar and interacted actively in the Q&A session. Some of the attending students were quite 
in the conservation field and interacted with the experts very professionally. While, some of 
the students first time heard about Tx2 goal and tiger conservation with strong interest. Books 
and reading materials about tiger conservation had been shared with the students for further 
study. With the enthusiasm of young students, a bright future of tiger conservation can be felt in 
everyone’s heart. 

The ‘Zero-poaching’ pilot project based on community was developed in Wangqing Nature Reserve 
(China)
On 1st December, WWF developed a pilot project of ‘Zero-poaching’ based on community in 
Wangqing Nature Reserve of Jilin province. Community is the source of poaching but also 
the major power to stop poaching activities. Poachers will be educated through patrolling 
and monitoring with rangers and finally transformed into volunteer rangers to support anti-
poaching. The final goal is to carry out 2-3 ‘Zero-poaching’ communities and 4-5 volunteers in 
Wangqing Nature Reserve. WWF China will expand this method countrywide, if it is proved to 
be effective for tiger conservation. 
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Leopards and tigers freely cross the border of Russia and China (Russia)

Scientists from Russia and China monitored the movements of leopards and tigers across 
the border. Data on the number of rare cats living at the same time in both countries were 
announced at the NEASPEС meeting held on November 28-29 in Beijing. Since 2014, on the 
Russian side this work was implemented by Land of the Leopard National Park, the Far Eastern 
Branch of the Russian Academy of Science, on the Chinese side by the Feline Research Center 
of the State Forestry Administration (SFA) of China. Overall coordination of the Project was 
done by WWF Russia Amur Branch. The main achievement of joint research was the verified 
information on transboundary movements of Amur tigers and leopards. For instance, it was 
found out that at least 15 leopards and 19 tigers were registered on the territory of both countries 
during the whole period of research. However, different animals traveled across the border in 
different manner. Some individuals crossed the border up to 10 times, which indicates their 
“double nationality”: such cats are living on the territory of two countries, it’s impossible to say if 
they are China or Russia’s residents.

At the meeting, the partners of the project and representatives of national working groups 
from Russia and China worked out the plan of further activities for rare cats protection and 
transboundary cooperation between protected areas.

More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14752

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14752 
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A new pilot method of anti-poaching started in Heilongjiang and Jilin Province (China)
From 30th Nov. to 14th Dec., Huangnihe Forestry 
Bureau in Jilin province, Muling Forestry 
Bureau, Suiyang Forestry Bureau, Dongjingcheng 
Forestry Bureau and Dongning Forestry Bureau 
in Heilongjiang province, and WWF-China 
have reached an agreement of monitoring and 
evaluation policy of anti-poaching in forestry 
bureaus. 

The new method is based on spontaneous anti-
poaching activity in forestry farms. The results of 
anti-poaching activities will be assessed by regular spot check to ensure the effectiveness. With 
M&E process, adaptative management can be applied to future anti-poaching management. The 
aim of the new policy is to further improve the forestry farms’ capacity of anti-poaching and 
tiger conservation.

A strong exchange of Amur tiger and leopard populations between China and Russia
Twelve delegates from China and five from Russia met in Land of Leopard National Park during 
October 11-15, 2016, to discuss the camera trap data exchange of Amur tiger and leopard along 
the trans-boundary network of Hunchun-Wangqing-Suiyang-Dongning-Land of Leopard 
National Park. The camera trap data has fully covered from 2013 to 2015, and the data of some 
Chinese nature reserves in 2016. 

With image analysis of Amur tiger and leopard by China and Russia two sides, a total of 117 
individuals of Amur leopards are identified, including 102 leopards in Russia while 86 residents, 
31 leopards in China while 15 residents, and 16 shared by Russia and China. A total of 45 
individuals of Amur tigers are identified, including 38 tigers in Russia while 19 residents, 26 
tigers in China while 7 residents, and 19 shared by Russia and China. The data shows that there 
is a strong exchange of Amur tiger and leopard populations along the Hunchun-Wangqing-
Suiyang-Land of Leopard National Park trans-boundary network between China and Russia. 
This is a great news for Amur tiger and leopard population recovery.

A male tiger by camera trap in Jilin Huagnihe National Nature Reserve, around 400 kilometers away from Chinese-
Russian border. It was recorded twice on March 15 and 27, 2014 in Land of Leopard National Park. 
Copyright: Jilin Huangnihe National Nature Reserve.
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A long distance Amur tiger footprint tracing in China
A long Amur tiger footprint tracing has been 
conducted in Huangnihe-Dongningcheng-
Xiaobeihu areas since later November, 
2016. This area is a settlement of Amur 
tiger population inland of China. Camera 
data and DNA samples show 2-4 tigers in 
this area. The goal of this long-distance 
tracing is to understand tiger individual’s 
movements, home range, survival status, 
and potential habitat selection. The results 
will play an important role in managing the 
inland tiger population in China.

Amur Tiger prey population census in Huangnihe National Nature Reserve (China)
Along with the long distance Amur tiger footprint 
tracing in Huangnihe National Nature Reserve, WWF-
China, in cooperation with Huangnihe nature reserve, 
carried out ungulate specific survey to get detailed 
information about tiger prey species’ distribution 
and population size dynamics. The survey results will 
provide basic knowledge to support the conservation of 
tiger in the second Amur Tiger Settlement Unit. 

12 sample plots in total were set in Huangnihe National 
Nature Reserve and adjacent areas in Huangnihe 
Forestry Bureau, covering most of tiger distribution 
areas. The activities were initiated on December 13th in 
Tuanbei Forest Farm and finished on December 25th, 
when the weather was extremely cold and the snow was 
very deep. 

As noted by Zhang Xiaodong, deputy director of 
H u a n g n i h e  N a t i o n a l  N a t u r e  R e s e r v e ,  s u c h  a 
comprehensive tiger prey survey, which covered most of 
the key tiger distribution areas, would not only improve 
our professional skills of the staffs on the frontline of tiger conservation, but also would deepen 
our understanding of the relationship between tiger and prey based on data of this survey.

©WWF-China 
Sample plots distribution map for the survey 
in Jilin Huagnihe National Nature Reserve. 
Copyright: WWF China.
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Who should be responsible for the crime, Amur tiger? (China)
As one important part of Amur tiger 
monitoring network, WWF established 
a complete tiger information reporting 
system to collect tiger occurrence 
information. The reporting system is 
very important and useful to support 
monitoring, especially for this winter, 
when we carried out the long distance 
footprint tracing activities. 

On December 20, monitoring staff of 
Huangnihe Nature Reserve reported that a 
calf  was found kil led in the No.  10 
compartment of Emu Forest Farm, and 
they suspected that the murderer was a 
‘huge’ predator, Amur tiger might be 
responsible for the crime. 

Expert of WWF-China and Huangnihe Nature 
Reserve went to the site in the morning of 
Dec. 21. They searched around the crime 
scene, and found no signs of Amur tiger 
activities. Interestingly, they found a 
‘not small’ footprint of animal, which 
turned out to be from some kind of 
Canidae family, a ‘huge’ dog, for example. 
However, no records of dog preying on 
cattle were found in recent years, so till 
recently, this case became an unsolved 
mystery. 
 

Site investigation and case analysis. Copyright: Jilin Huangnihe Nature Reserve.

Chinese and Russian PAs exchanged data on leopards and tigers (Russia)
Meetings of representatives from five nature reserves in China, 
Land of Leopard National Park and the Hunting Department of 
Primorsky Province took place on 11-14 October in Vladivostok 
with the support of WWF China and Russia to exchange camera 
traps data of 2013-2015. This data sharing between national 
PAs of China and Russia happened for the first time when 
data exchange was organized. Now when all the materials are 
submitted to the Land of the Leopard NP it is possible to carry 
out joint analysis and monitoring of the predator’s population. 
This work will be implemented by the Russian National Park.
 
In the course of the visit to Primorsky Province, Chinese delegation had a working meeting with 
the Hunting Department of Primorsky Province, organized by WWF Russia, where the parties 
discussed the issues of Amur tiger and leopard prey base conservation on bordering territories 
and regular joint ungulates monitoring in the future.

More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14624 

Footprint of the suspected criminal for the calf killing case. 
Copyright: Jilin Huangnihe Nature Reserve.

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14624  
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An absurd killing of a tiger cub punished (Russia)

A poacher was found guilty for killing a tiger cub in July 2015 in Khabarovsky Province. On 19 
October, 2016, the Court of Lazo district found a 46 year old citizen of Khabarovsk guilty and 
sentenced him to one year of correctional labor with 5 % offtake, deprivation of hunting right for 
6 months. Moreover, the court has satisfied the claim from the Minister of Natural Resources 
of Khabarovsky Province for the environmental damage of 1,8 million rubles. On 29 July, 2015, 
a 6-8 month old tiger cub was killed by a poacher though, according to the experts, at this age 
animals do not show aggression towards human even in case of an unexpected meeting. Illegal 
hunting is considered a latent crime, which is committed in remote areas and only the poacher 
knows about it. This crime was disclosed by a group of bicycle tourists who found the killed cub, 
recorded the place on video and informed the police. 

More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14630

Supplementary feeding for wild ungulates launched in tiger range (Russia)
300 tons of grain crops have been purchased to 
supplementary feed wild ungulates by WWF Russia and 
the Amur Tiger Center with the support of Primorsky 
Province Administration. Many years of such practice 
have proved the high-energy corn to be the best forage 
for wild boars, roe deers, sika deers, and red deers in 
this season. As Pavel Fomenko, rare species program 
coordinator at WWF Russia Amur branch, notes, “It is 
critically important to arrange supplementary feeding 
sites in those areas that have suffered after the flood 
caused by Lionrock typhoon. The flood flushed away natural food along river beds as well as the 
plantations of hunting leases”. Supplementary forage from reserve stock is already distributed 
among regional protected areas and responsible hunting societies of Primorsky Province that 
conduct measures to maintain high number of ungulates.  

More details are here: https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14786

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14630
https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14786 
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Tigers in and around human settlements. Chronicles(Russia)
October 19. Primorsky Province. An Amur tiger was 
spotted in the outskirts of Vladivostok. The Hunting 
Department of Primorsky Province kept searching 
the predator for the whole day and night and gave 
instructions for the citizens on how to behave in case of 
meeting the tiger.
October 20. Primorsky Province. A special ranger 
group of the Hunting Department of Primorsky 
Province captured the tiger who kept Vladivostok 
citizens in suspense for two days. WWF Russia staff 
participated in the operation. The animal was sedated and safely transported to the Rehab 
Center near the village of Alekseevka (Primorye). Medical examination and tests proved the 
tiger’s good physical condition. So far no disease or defects have been found. The tiger’s 
reactions towards humans and prey are being observed by the rehab center staff and WWF 
specialists who plan to release the tiger back into the wild the coming spring. 

October 26. Primorsky Province. One more Amur tiger was caught 
not far from Vladivostok and transported to the Rehab Center near 
the village of Alekseevka. That time it was a healthy 4-5 years old 
Amur tiger male weighing more than 170 kg. 
October 30. Primorsky Province Hunting Department with the 
support of WWF and the Amur Tiger Center fitted the animal 
with radio collar and released the animal back into the wild in 
the Tigrovoye Hunting Lease which is right on the border with 
Ussuriisky Nature Reserve. Watch the video 
November 3. Khabarovsky Province. A 3-4 years young female 
tiger with paw size of 9,5 cm was captured. The cat nickname 
Tikhonya (meaning stealthy, shy) was placed in a purpose-
built cage in the Utyos Rehab Center where the animal was 
planned to be thoroughly examined by the local vets and 
whose hunting skills and behavioral reactions to be checked. 
But on November 8 the tigress escaped the enclosure. A 
strong wind blew down a tainted tree that the animal used as 
elevation to free itself. 

December 16. Primorsky Province. An orphan tiger cub was successfully captured near 
the village of Lazo. The cub was first encountered near the local dump site two weeks 
ago. After 14 days of monitoring when no evidences of his mother were found it was 
decided to take the kitten from the wild. The she-cub is a 5 month old, weights 20 
kilograms, and has a 7,5 cm wide paw size. The tiger’s front paw was slightly injured; no 
other visual pathologies were detected. She was weak but not in a critical condition. The 
cub was placed into the Rehab Center near the village of Alekseevka.

All these conflict situations were managed by 
Khabarovsky and Primorsky Provinces Hunting 
Departments’ staff, specialists from WWF and the 
Amur Tiger Center. According to Pavel Fomenko, 
head of rare species conservation unit at WWF 
Russia Amur branch, all these tigers are under 
control, so there are no place for panic or rumors 
on so called “tiger invasion”. The number of 
conflicts registered this year is fairly comparable 
with annual averages of the previous years. 



When the Belt is Green

AHEC Protected Areas National Heritage Drawing Contest
©Zhang Xuan
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4. When the Belt is Green
“AHEC Protected Areas National Heritage Drawing Contest” has started in China

The children’s eyes are bright and pure, while children’s drawings are the image of the world in 
their eyes. In some way, their drawings might represent their understanding, cognition, worry 
and hope of the surrounding world.

In order to understand the wetland in the eyes of the children living in the Heilongjiang River 
Basin, WWF-China and WWF-Russia have jointly conducted “AHEC Protected Areas National 
Heritage Drawing Contest”. The drawing contest in China is for 6~18 years old children living 
in the wetland protected areas of Inner Mongolia, Heilongjiang and Jilin Province. In the 
beginning of November this year, WWF-China Northeast Office started to promote the children 
to participate into the drawing contest and keep collecting drawings. Up to now, more than 10 
protected areas and nature reserves have joined the contest, and more than 100 great drawings 
from children have already been collected. Looking at these drawings, we seem to enter the fairy 
tale world of the children’s best wishes of the nature. 

In the beginning of 2017, WWF-NE office will start to establish a committee to find out the best 
drawings. WWF staffs, PA staffs, and professional artists will be asked to join the committee. 
Then, the committee will select 27 best pieces of award-wining drawings. Copies of the award-
wining drawings will be shared between Russia and China for the following exhibitions. 

During this activity, we have got strong support from students and teachers of the participating 
schools as well as other education organizations, and we also have got great support from 
government and forestry department at all levels. Through this activity, we hope that the 
children would learn the importance of nature protection, while we are also inspired to keep 
protecting the wetlands and blue sky in children’s eyes.
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Satellite images to assist in public monitoring over gold mining (Russia)
WWF Amur branch organized a training workshop for 
governmental structures and NGOs in Amurskaya Province 
on public monitoring over the placer gold that took place in 
Blagoveshensk on December 14. The workshop was devoted 
to the issues of using remote sensing in monitoring of river 
pollution caused by gold mining. The work of the portal nedra.
kosmosnimki.ru was presented. The portal was developed for 
detecting river pollution caused by gold mining operations. 
It automatically displays the images received from Landsat-8 
satellite. Differences in color allow identifying the intensity of 
pollution and the length of polluted areas. Moreover, open data 
from portal map.minerals.ru allow identifying the owners of the 
licensed sites where pollution takes place. 

The system of satellite monitoring was already tested in Krasnoyarsky and Zabaikalsky 
Provinces and in Altai Republic. It was proved effective. Testing of the system in Amurskaya 
province will start during next mining season, in May 2017.

More details are here: 
https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14798

Vertebrates of Bastak and Honghe NRs published(Russia)
The book provides a brief description of the natural environment 
of the two NRs (in Russia and China, respectively). It includes 
information about the geographical location, relief, hydrographic 
network, climate, soils, flora and fauna. It also describes all 
vertebrate animals identified in both reserves. Among the species are 
cyclostomes, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. 

10 Mongolian gazelles were fitted with satellite tracking collars(Mongolia)
WWF Mongolia in cooperation with Institute of Biology under 
Mongolian Academy of Sciences and National University of 
Mongolia have put satellite tracking collars on 10 Mongolian 
gazelles in eastern part of Mongolia to obtain migration data for two 
years. A joint work has been carried out for a period from October 
5 to October 14 2016, with the help of experts of Environmental 
department of Sukhbaatar aimag and local residents.  

The team slowly guided the gazelle herds with cars and motorcycles 
into a net. As they got closer, a few gazelles have been chased and 
caught into the net. A senior expert of Institute of Biology under 
Mongolian Academy of Sciences, PhD B.Lkhagvasuren said: “We 
successfully completed our study eventhough it was snowing and 
storming. In order to comfort the gazelles, we wrapped their eyes 
with soft cloth wraps and tried our best not to make a noise. The gazelles were set free after 
getting collared, also age and gender data has been collected. Not more than 5 minutes were 
spent on each gazelle. Collaring gazelles will able us to study their migration and distribution 
range”. At WWF Mongolia’s initiative, the animals collared in the area where scientific 
information on movement and migration pattern is lack.  

https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14798 
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A joint anti-poaching patrolling in Eastern Mongolia (Mongolia)
WWF Mongolia, the Environmental Crime 
Investigation Division of Crime Investigation 
Department of the General Police Office, and 
Dornod Aimag’s Environment and Tourism 
Department jointly carried out anti-poaching 
patrolling within the territory of Dornod aimag 
located in Eastern Mongolia for nine days 
started from 30 November, 2016. This patrolling 
was conducted in the areas of illegal wildlife 
hunting within territories of the Aimag centre 
and five soums and their local communities.      

To efficiently carry out the patrolling, the participants were divided into two groups while 
spotted the areas, where wildlife poaching often takes place, as recommended by specialists and 
officers of the Dornod Aimag Environment and Tourism Department. A main focus of the 
patrolling was given to poaching of the Mongolian gazelle, a key species of the grassland.  
Overall, poaching of the Mongolian gazelle in large numbers is often reported by local people, 
but immediate discoveries and arrests of such actions are challenging on the ground.  According 
to the police officers, illegal hunting and trade of wildlife is managed in a well organized way so 
that discoveries of their incidents are not easy.     

However, the anti-poaching patrolling 
groups discovered some incidents of 
Mongolian gazelle poaching followed the 
information provided by local people. 
For instance, they discovered a local 
of Chuluunkhoroot soum of Dornod 
aimag who poached seven individuals of 
Mongolian gazelle and hided them near 
his home and another local from the 
soum, who hunted eight individuals of 
the species and hided them in the grass. 
These locals were imposed with fines 
and compensations in accordance with 
the respective law. The specialists and 

officers of Dornod Aimag Environment and Tourism Department feel sorry (regretfully inform) 
that local people do often hunt the Mongolian gazelle for meeting their household meat supplies 
and it has nearly become a common practice among local communities. Therefore, this type of 
hunting has been contributing in decline of Mongolian gazelle population in the region to certain 
extent. During the patrolling, the participants provided local residents with information on the 
relevant legislations, namely the Law on Fauna and the regulations for imposing the liabilities 
including compensations to offenders, and ecological and economic assessments of fauna, as 
well as professional advice on how to get permissions for wildlife hunting.  
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Recent studies on Taimen population in Onon River (Mongolia)

With the financial and technical support from the WWF Mongolia studies on Taimen population 
in Onon River were jointly conducted by some national ichthyologists and researchers and Onon 
River fishers’ club. The studies were done in two phases based on scientifically based research 
methods. 

Dr.Sc. B. Mendsaikhan, one of the ichthyologists, pressed that the studies have been one of the 
useful efforts to determine the key points to be considered for further Taimen conservation 
practices.  “We caught (and released) and put tags on 20 individuals of Taimen in the river.  
The plastic tags put on are not harmful to the individuals and much helpful for monitoring 
of the species movement, distribution, and location and determining whether the individuals 
are captured or recaptured. In this meaning, tagging of Taimen individuals is much useful 
practical and fundamental tool for assessment of the species population size. According to the 
measurement data of Taimen caught and released during the studies in the game reserve area, 
the 80 percent of the individuals caught were 30-70 cm long, while only 0.2 percent was above 
111 cm in their body lengths.  These findings show that young or junior aged individuals of 
Taimen are dominant in Onon River.  In addition to these, only 19.8 percent of the individuals 
caught do meet requirements of sports fishing in their body lengths.  Thus, it is necessary 
to study what pressure is given by sports hunting to the Taimen population” said Dr.Sc. B. 
Mendsaikhan. 

A total length of Onon River is about 570 km and about 1.6 individuals of Taimen are per 1 km 
–as said by the ichthyologist. According to the recent studies, there are over 1000 individuals 
of Taimen in Onon River. The ichthyologists and researchers emphasized that more detailed 
studies on the species population need to conduct.   
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5. Walking Through Evergreen Forest
 Bikin National Park unites young supporters (Russia)

O n  D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,  y o u n g 
environmentalists from Pozharsky 
District secondary schools (the north of 
Primorsky province) met in Luchegorsk 
to present the results of their mini 
projects conducted under Bikin united 
us! project. These groups of students 
conducted monitoring of rivers, lakes 
and forest in nearby areas. Armed 
with hoop nets, test tubes, binoculars, 
field guides the students researched, 
studied and analyzed the state of the 
environment. They used a variety of 
monitoring methods such as study of 

the state of vegetation, analysis of the chemical composition of snow cover, air and water, and 
determining the purity of rivers and reservoirs using bio-indicators - aquatic invertebrates. 
Conclusions were supported by public monitoring protocols, records of sample taking, maps and 
charts. 

WWF Russia supports public environmental movement in the Bikin River basin since the very 
first days of the work in the Russian Far East. One of the main achievements of the Bikin united 
us! project is the creation of the “Friends of Bikin National Park” club, and the adoption of a 
joint action plan for 2017.

More details are here: https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14804

Nests of Oriental stork will survive forest fires (Russia)
In Amurskaya and Evreiskaya Provinces 
ecologists treated against forest fires 
64 trees with Oriental stork nests in 
late September-October. Nests Keepers 
remove dry leaves and twigs form under 
the tree stems and applied to them a 
bio-fireproof wash. This job is done by 
volunteers and staff of local grassroots, 
governmental agencies specialists. For 
the second year in a row, HSBC bank 
staff invested their efforts into the rare 
bird conservation. Three years ago HSBC 
funded the purchase of special equipment, 
provided money for monitoring activities, 
and for protection of trees with nests.

https://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14804 
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Lion named Boniface helps conserve wild animals (Russia)
On December 21-22, WWF, the Amur Tiger Center, 
Primorsky and Khabarovsky Provinces Departments 
held a regular seminar on minimization conflicts 
between humans and wild large predators of the 
Russian Far East. The two-days-long event was 
conducted in the rehab center near Ussuriisk and in 
the Sadgorog Zoo not far from Vladivostok. To train 
the conflicts groups’ rangers the Zoo lion Boniface 
was sedated and thoroughly examined by the vets. 
The rangers were taught how to do the sedation, how 
to take all necessary measurements and medical tests, 
how to provide basic life support for wild animals in 
case of emergency. As were noted by rangers, they 
have good skills in hunting and tracking but very 
poor medicinal knowledge this consider the seminar 
to be very useful. 

Tending cutting disguise illegal commercial operations (Russia)
In December, the most influential 
environmental NGOs signed a joint 
declaration on a necessity to thoroughly 
check the legality of timber during 
tending cutting. This is widely spread 
across the whole Russia. Unfortunately, 
law violations when prescribing and 
conducting tending cutting have become 
common. WWF calls all responsible 
consumers either to avoid buying such 
timber or carefully check its legality. 
1/6 of all measured volume of all cut in 
Russia timber falls on tending cutting. 
Experts say that logging companies with increasing frequency seek loopholes in laws to harvest 
timber in protective and valuable forests. One of such loopholes is a chance to conduct sanitary 
and tending cuttings that have nothing to do with forest health.



25page

6. Let Economy Talk Environment
“Back to The Blue” project second phase has entered the final stage (China)

“Back to the Blue” project summary meeting was held 
in Qian'an County on December 27th. The following 
organizations and companies participated in the meeting: 
China Green foundation, WWF-china, Daocheng 
Culture company in Shanghai and Huayang Xinchuang 
technology company in Beijing. Besides, Bureau 
Agriculture and Environmental Protection Bureau in Jilin 
province participated in this meeting. Up to then, the 
second phase of “Back to The Blue” project has entered 
the final stage and the check and acceptance work has 
already completed. On December 27th, acceptance group 

visited a number of farmers and the particle factory and got the most intuitive understanding of 
the farmers' thoughts and feelings about this project. 

A few days before, Qian’an, Jilin, China, local villager Ms. Zhang 
was making dumplings with the energy saving stove, when we 
visited her home. She was very enthusiastic and she said “The 
stove is burning far faster than before”. Local villagers Mr. Wang 
and his wife were having trouble repairing their old stoves, when 
WWF-china and Qian’an country offered them the energy saving 
stove and provided free installation services. It’s not only warmed 
the room but also warmed their hearts.

“Back to The Blue” project has got a great response in 
Qian’an County, Jilin, China. From the installation to the 
final acceptance of the energy saving stoves, the second 
phase of the project has been warmly supported by local 
villagers. They have promised and signed the agreements 
to use the energy saving stoves in the future instead of 
burning maize straws. Many villagers said that they did 
not realize the hazard of burning maize straws and didn’t 
know how to properly deal with the maize straws. Now, 
with the energy saving stoves, they can not only reduce 
local air pollution, but also can use the maize straw 
particles as fuel to support their daily lives. 

Qian’an government has invested 500,000 RMB to set up the factory and to buy the necessary 
machines, including rake grass machine, particle machine, grinder, etc. to produce the maize 
straw biological fuel. The factory has already been constructed, with a total area of 10,000 square 
meters. The launching ceremony of the factory was held on December 17th, 2016. In the factory, 
every 1.2-1.5 ton of maize straws can produce about 1 ton of particles. At the end of December, 
about 40 percent of the maize straw biological fuel is expected to be delivered to the villagers for 
their daily use. Generally, a regular local family of 3 will need about 35 kilograms of particles for 
one-day cooking and heating. Then, 1 ton of particles can support one family’s daily use for about 
a month. On the summary meeting, Yang Xudong, the deputy secretary - general of China Green 
Foundation, said that “Back to the Blue” project was an effective attempt for sustainable energy 
in Jilin province. Energy saving stoves would be worth to promote to reduce the phenomenon of 
burning straws and air pollution.
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Easy way to take online permission for household and recreational fishing has started (Mongolia)

To obtain permission for household and recreational fishing by online through www.ezagas.mn 
is available in the country. This website allows those, who wish to obtain permits for fishing. The 
pilot action has been initiated by the WWF Mongolia through consultation with the Ministry 
of Environment and Tourism, Khentii Aimag’s Environment and Tourism Department, the 
Governor’s Offices of Dadal, Norovlin, Bayan-Adraga, Binder, and Batshireet soums of the 
Aimag, and Onon River Fishers’ Club. Firstly, the pilot action is being tested for Onon River, 
which runs through the territory of Khentii Aimag.  If it shows successful results, the action 
will be implemented nationwide. A permit obtained is valid for three days from its receipt date 
and not more than 10 individuals of fish are caught under the permit. This option will help in 
increased fishing permit fees and payments. 

The people, who fished with their permission, must include bio-monitoring data on the fish 
caught in the website. These data and information will contribute in collection of the baseline 
data necessary for establishment of quotas of sustainable fishing in practice. In addition to 
issuance of permits for fishing, the www.ezagas.mn contains much useful information on fish 
and fishing practices. The website provides its users with detailed information on each fish 
species recorded in Mongolia.  Therefore, this pilot action offers the opportunity to get detailed 
information on fish species and e-access to permits for fishing.  
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Seminars on forest governance and NTFPs held in Primorye（Russia）
The seminars were delivered by WWF Russia 
in partnership with the Science Forest Centre 
of Catalonia, Spain (CTFC), and with the 
financial assistance of the European Union. 
The main theme of the seminars was forest 
honey produced by Primorsky bee-keepers 
and cooperation between them. About 50 
people participated in the seminar including 
bee-keepers, the members of the Primorsky 
Association of Bee-Keepers organized in 2015, 
forest users, NTFP entrepreneurs, as well as 
specialists of Primorsky Agricultural Research 
Institute and Primorsky Agricultural Academy 
(PGSHA), representatives of public initiative 

groups involved in non-timber forest products production. The main task of the seminar is 
to inform bee-keepers about new opportunities for coordinating activities inside the sector: 
organization of associations, creating professional communities and cooperatives, elaborating 
common principles and standards of work in the bee gardens; up to the cooperation with 
external environment – legislation, business and consumers.

According to Elena Fedichkina, head of Green Economy unit of WWF Russia Amur 
branch,“Joining efforts of bee-keepers working in different corners of Primorsky province 
including the remote ones, can be an effective tool to influence the legislation on bee-keeping. 
Together it is easier to explore international markets, work out a united brand of Primorsky 
honey and promote it in other regions.  In other words, to become a more powerful and stronger 
voice in forest governance”.

More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14672
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