
JANUARY-MARCH 2016/ ISSUE No. 39

AHEC Newsletter

2016

Ranger Competition
Transboundary Cooperation

Migratory Species
Integrated Water Resource Management



1

 TOGETHER anything is possible!

 Oriental stork, eastern crane and millions of migratory birds are protected and have last breeding 

grounds in the ecoregion’s freshwaters.

 Great Amur-Heilong River is flowing totally free of dam and ensuring climate adaptation for regular 

monsoon floods, supporting freshwater relic communities and enormous shoals of migratory fishes.

 Ecosystems are biologically rich and valued by the human population and countries for their natural 

qualities and services.

 Tiger and Leopard are thriving in endless temperate and boreal forests which are protected by 

effectively managed nature reserves and connecting corridors.

 Human social-economic development is linked to sustainable management of the viable 

ecosystems.

 Effectiveness and efficiency of WWF’s conservation programme in AHEC is maintained and 

enhanced

 Relaying on the Amur-Heilong programme’s critical contribution to serves as a powerful symbol of 

international cooperation between people and countries of the basin.

Editors’ preface



2 3

Traces of Amur Tiger found in Muling National Nature Reserve
Amur leopard’s fate and fortunes discussed at a high level
Wild ungulates of the southern Sikhote-Alin counted from the air
Camera Trap Monitoring of Siberian Tiger and Far Eastern Leopard in Changbaishan Mountain 
Range
Wild ungulates are fed supplementary in the Amur tiger habitats
Zhanguangcailing, new secure habitat for tigers

When the belt is green 12-16
Mongolian gazelle migrates from Mongolia to Russia
Present for the World Wetland Day
Boxes in the trees (follow up story)
Mongolian Gazelle Migration Survey and Poaching Inspections Made  
Parties agreed that fishing license system needs to be enhanced 
From haze to blue sky (follow up story)

Walking through the evergreen Forest  17-19
Success of Bikin Project acknowledged on a top level
Women emphasize the development of eco-tourism

Let Economy talks Environment! 20
Plan for Kherlen River Basin Integrated Water Resource Management Is Completed

Contents

Moses Diarso, AHEC Communication Coordinator
WWF-NEC
shanglong@live.fr Tel :+86 431 8111 2683 Fax : +86 431 8111 2671
Selenge Gantumur, Communication Officer
WWF-Mongolia
selenge@wwf.mn  tel: 976-11-311659  fax: 976-11-310237
Yulia Fomenko, Communication Manager
WWF-Russia, Amur Branch
yfomenko@wwf.ru Tel: +7 423 2414868 Fax: +7 423 2414863

A word to the world  4
Who is tiger protection’s champion in Northeast China? 

U n i t e d  f o r  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
effectiveness               6-7
A Critical Transboundary Corridor between China and Russian 
for Amur Tigers and Leopards                                                     
Russia and China agreed to restore sturgeon in the Amur River 

You said Big Cats?  8-11
Conservation efforts expanded in Khabarovsky Province     
First case of Amur Leopard rescue in China
Tiger named Uporny settled in wild refuge



4 5

A word to the world
Who is tiger protection’s champion in Northeast China?

For the first time ever a ranger skill competition 
was organized in Amur Tiger distribution 
area in China. Regrouping more than 100 
participants, this event was aiming at bringing 
together rangers from around the tiger habitat 
of Amur Heilong landscape who have tiger 
conservation experience to learn new skills, 
share knowledge, create lasting partnerships, 
and be inspired by their colleagues, as well 
as to acknowledge rangers who have done 
excellent conservation work through an award 
to recognize their past efforts and promote 
their future efforts. 

Let me walk you through the event
All the guests and competitors gathered in the 
beautiful Changbai Mountain on 7th and 8th March 
2016. WWF NEC office with the help of its numerous 
volunteers was also setting the scene and preparing 
everything to give to the event its dazzling success. 
After registrations and all the provisions taken, the 
competition was set to begin on 9th March 2016 in the 
conference room of Changbaishan National Nature 
Reserve.
On the morning of 9th March, after welcome speech 
by Ms Peng Jianyu (WWF China, senior officer), 

On the 10thMarch, outdoor competition started at 8 A.M with the noteworthy participation of the two 
Russian teams. This competition was designed to measure field work skills of rangers (field Patrol 
Records, GPS navigation, orienteering, setting an infrared camera, wildlife footprints identification 
and measurement, wild plant identification, snare removal, team player skill). Equipment composed 
of a forest map, outdoor outfit, GPS, 2 patrol record’s sheets, 4 coordinates, one set of infrared 
cameras, were distributed to each team and each one of them was dropped at different GPS location. 
After 3 hours in the wild, the result of this field trial was as follow: 1- Land of Leopard National Park 
(Russia); 2- Jilin Wanqing NNR; 3- Jilin Wangqing county FB
At the end of the day, the award ceremony took place to distinguish the best teams totalizing the 
highest scores for both contests. Due to language barrier and difference in regulations and laws, 
Russian teams were only awarded for their participation to the outdoor contest. Therefore, among 
Chinese contestants, the rankings were as follow:
1- Jilin Wanqing NNR
2- Jilin Wangqing county FB
3- Jilin Huangnihe NNR
All the winners received prize from WWF and its partners (TAI, RFA).
The “1st ranger skill competition in Amur tiger habitat and 3rd excellent ranger award in Amur tiger 
habitat” closed with a great feeling of fulfilment from the organizers as well as from participants.
Interrogated on the matter, Mr Liu Peiqi, acting director of WWF NEC office said: “The big winners 
of this competition are Tiger and Leopard! Thanks to such competition, tigers and leopards will have 
determined and well-trained protectors ready to defy danger, harsh conditions, loneliness, tiredness 
in order to provide them and their prey with a secure habitat in the forest where they can live and 
breed without fear for the future.” 

Moses Diarso

the distinguished guests of this event shared their impressions about the organization of such 
competition. For starters, Ms An Lidan from China State Forestry Department (SFA) expressed 
the comfort of SFA in knowing that such competition is organized for Chinese rangers not to find 
out who is the best ranger but mainly to create a platform where all the actors involved in tiger 
conservation can gather, discuss and share experiences on the best ways to accomplish their thrilling 
mission. Following her step, representatives of Jilin Forestry Department, Heilongjiang Forestry 
Industry, Heilongjiang Forestry Department, WWF China SPIC, WWF Russia Amur Branch, and 
RFA, namely Mr Yu Changchun, Mr Jia Xibo, Mr Shao Weigeng, Mr Fang Zhihong, Ms Olga Sass 
and Rohit Singh respectively, in the same vein, all of them acknowledged the importance and 
necessity of such competition which can help improve ranger capacities. They even advocated for 
larger audience and more extended competition time. They also appreciated and were very thankful 
for the participation of Russian ranger teams. After all these praising and stimulating words from 
high relevant authorities, an experience sharing took place where Rohit Singh (TAI&RFA), Madhav 
Khadka (WWF Nepal), Evgeny Moiseev (Sikhote-Alin NP), presented their works.
Also during this event, two forest bureaus officially joined the RFA through a signature ceremony 
held on the stage. After presenting the work in their respective nature reserve, Mr Li Cheng 
(Huangnihe NNR) and Mr Li Zhihong (Changbaishan NNR) signed the joining agreement with Mr 
Rohit Singh (on behalf of RFA). 

The morning event was closed by a ceremony awarding the best rangers. 17 rangers from 11 nature 
reserves were awarded for their excellent work during 2015 in various categories such as best anti-
poaching effort, best monitoring effort, best prey recovery effort, etc. Nature reserves were also 
awarded for their overall tiger conservation efforts. Thus, Huangnihe NNR received the award of 
“Best innovation 2015” whereas Hunchun city FB received the “2015 Best exchange effort” award and 
Muling NNR the “2015 Best breakthrough” among others.
In the afternoon of 9th March, the conference room of Changbaishan NNR was the arena for the 
clash of our nature’s gladiators. 9 teams composed of 3 rangers each confronted their knowledge on 
various aspects of tiger conservation spanning from law enforcement to footprint identification and 
passing by SMART, infrared camera setting, survival skills, use of GPS, survey technology, wildlife 
trafficking and anti-poaching. Composed of multiple choice questionnaire, buzz quiz, drawing, and 
quick response questions, this competition showed to the audience the extent of rangers’ knowledge 
and their determination to make good figure. It was a fierce fight and a tough path full of pitfalls 
where only the bests can stand at the end. Finally 3 teams stand out from the crowd namely Jilin 
Wanqing NNR (188 points), Huangnihe NNR and Jilin Wangqing county FB (equally-ranked , 176 
points).
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United for Conservation effectiveness
A Critical Transboundary Corridor between China and Russian for Amur Tigers and Leopards 

A Field Trip by the Russian Delegates to Heilongjiang Fenghuangshan National Nature Reserve(CH)
During March 19-22, 2016, the delegates 
from WWF Russia-Amur Branch visited 
the Heilongjiang Fenghuangshan National 
Nature Reserve located on the border line 
between China and Russia, with the purpose of 
potentially establishing a new nature reserve in 
Russian side. This area has played an important 
transboundary corridor role in connecting the 
populations of Amur tiger and leopard within 
and between two countries.The delegates visited 
Sishan Forest Farm, a core zone of the nature 
reserve located at only 3-4 kilometers away 
from Russian border, accompanied by local 
guides and Dr. Jiang Guangshun, an Amur tiger 
expert from Feline Research Center of the State 
Forestry Administration. During the visit, they 
found a high density of Roe deer and Wild boar 
tracks.diversity conservation and “The core zone 
of this nature reserve is very suitable for wild 
boar and Roe deer, because the forests is mainly 
composed of Mongolian oaks, Xingkai pines, 
and other plants, therefore this prey richness 
is very profitable for Amur tigers and leopards” 
Dr. Jiang Guangshun said.
Three tigers and one cub were once recorded in 
Sishan Forest Farm in 2004, and some tigers 
were also recorded in Russian side along this 
area in 2005. But in the recent years, few direct 
records for Amur tigers have been reported.
In comparison with the core zone, the delegates 
also visited the Xinancha Forest Farm, an 
experimental zone of this nature reserve. They 
have also found a relatively high density of Roe 
deer and Wild boar indicating from their tracks, 
marks on pine trees and dead bodies.
Throughout field trip, other animal tracks or 
bodies were also frequently found, such as black 
bear, fox and badger, which are also prey for 
Amur tigers and/or leopards.
An information exchange workshop was 
also held between Russian delegates, and 
Heilongjiang Fenghuangshan National Nature 
Reserve, Heilongjiang Forestry Department, 
Feline Research Center of the State Forestry 
Administration, and WWF China, where 
bilateral and multi-lateral potential cooperation 

were discussed.

“Russ ia  i s  now potent ia l ly  p lanning  to 
establish a new nature reserve along with the 
Heilongjiang Fenghuangshan National Nature 
Reserve,” Alexei Kostyria, Biodiversity Program 
Coordinator at WWF Russian-Amur Bruach, 
said, “We have a field trip to the Heilongjiang 
Fenghuangshan National Nature Reserve to 
understand the conditions of prey and forestry, 
and these information may help us how to scope 
our new nature reserve and manage it in the 
future, and transboundary cooperation as well.”

“It is a great news to know that Russian 
side is planning to establish a new nature 
reserve along with Fenghuangshan Nature 
reserve,” Yu Zhenjun, Director of Heilongjiang 
Fenghuangshan Nature Reserve, said, “this 

newly nature reserve will be playing a role in connecting the smaller population of Amur tigers 
in Russia with the main population in Changbaishan landscape in China through re-connecting 
its habitats between Heilongjiang Fenghuangshan National Nature Reserve and Heilongjiang 
Niaoqingshan Nature Reserve.”
Shao Weigeng, Deputy Director of Wildlife Conservation Section of Heilongjiang Forestry 
Department, also gave an overall actions and plans for Amur tiger conservations in Heilongjiang 
Province. Dr. Jiang Guangshun provided expert views and comments for the newly establishing 
nature reserve in Russian side and transboundary cooperation. WWF China will continuously provide 
the relevant facilitations and promotions within and/or transboundary cooperation.

Russia and China agreed to restore sturgeon in the Amur River(RU)
On the eve of the World Water Day, at the 25th Meeting of the Russian-Chinese Mixed Committee on 
Fishery Cooperation held in Shenzhen, China, on March 15-18 a ban for commercial fishing of Amur 
sturgeon and Kaluga was announced. 
The parties also developed an action plan for their artificial reproduction in 2016. The ban will be 
active until these species are restored.
Recognition of the problem of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing of marine resources and 
the ban on commercial fishing of sturgeon by the bilateral commission is the first step towards the 
restoration of these species in the Amur ecoregion. The next step is the enforcement of anti-poaching 
work and the creation of a joint Strategy for Sturgeon Conservation in the Amur River.



8 9

You said Big Cats? 
Conservation efforts expanded in Khabarovsky Province
Khabarovsk. On January 29, Zapovednoye Priamurye, 
the Joint Directorate of Nature Reserves and National 
Parks of Khabarovsky Province (which consolidate 
nine protected areas of the Province), and WWF signed 
an agreement on cooperation. The work plan for 2016 
contains a lot of joint activities like conduction of the 
Amur tiger monitoring and ungulates management 
measures to ensure enough number of tiger prey in 
Anyuisky National Park; monitoring of Oriental stork 
nests and erecting artificial nest poles in PAs of the 
Province; study of the status of nests of rare birds of 
Lake Udyl; conduction of scientific expeditions along 
the Ussury River, and assessment of the state of the 
Far Eastern turtle in Lake Gassi. Seminars, exchange 
visits, awareness campaigns will be conducted
More details are here: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/
article/eng/13990

First case of Amur Leopard rescue in China
On January 6, an Amur leopard cub (7 months juvenile) was caught looking for food in a household 
in Shuguang Village, Chunhua town, Hunchun. Luckily, the villagers reacted wisely by contacting 
local authorities. Thanks to this promptitude and responsible act, the local police and forestry police 
rescued this lovely animal. 
After observation, the specialists found that the cub can live independently and released him in the 
wild after a very consistent meal. Lang Jianmin, specialist in Hunchun NR, says that this is the first 
case for a successful rescue of Amur leopard in the wild.
Informed with this situation, WWF was not surprise because its camera traps monitoring data 
show an increasing number of Amur leopard population in Hunchun and other boundary areas 
which can indubitably lead to conflict with humans. To mitigate such situation, WWF has always 
recommended setting up a quick rescue system for Amur tigers and leopards in these areas.

Tiger named Uporny settled in wild refuge(RU)
are being checked regularly by specialists of WWF and 
the Amur Tiger Center during the field trips and signals 
from GPS signals. 
 “From my perspective, this is one of the successful 
scientific experiments when adequate and justified 
decisions first to capture the tiger, then to rehabilitate 
him, release, and monitor his movements were taken. To 
my personal memory, it is an unprecedent experience.” 
notes Pavel Fomenko, head of rare species department 
at WWF Russia Amur branch.
During his travels,from online data received,Uporny 
neither entered human settlements nor encountered a 
man.If the tiger continues to behave properly till this 
spring then in late May specialists will remotely unfasten 
the collar. It will indicate that the animal is rehabilitated 
effectively and that his adaptation to the wild is a 
success.
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14000

Over the last three months,from the GPS 
module attached to his collar, Uporny 
roams the Gur River basin, Khabarovsky 
Province, Russia. The area Uporny 
has settled down is Gur-Khoso Nature 
Park. The protected status of the area 
with minimal human activity ensures 
comfortable existence of the tiger.
Uporny’s locations and his wellbeing 

Traces of Amur Tiger found in Muling National Nature Reserve(CH)
During field monitoring in late December 2015, Amur tiger traces were found in Heilongjiang 
Muling National Nature Reserve. These signs of tiger activities were 100 kilometers apart, which 
made experts believe that there two tigers wandering in the NR. The analysis of killing scenes, 
feces and urine show that these two tigers are very healthy. The monitoring also found out that the 
ungulates population is very abundant in the nature reserve which is good news for our tigers. 
It is the third times that sign of Amur tiger activities are found in this nature reserve since 2014. 
Feline Research Center of State Forestry Administration, WWF’s key partner has also collected 
feces, urine and hairs for DNA analysis in order to determine individual sex as well as their 
dispersal patterns. 
Heilongjiang Muling National Nature Reserve is a neighbor to Suiyang and Wangqing, together 
with Hunchun and Dongning they form a settling down area for Amur tiger individuals and 
breeding families. For several years, WWF has been promoting the recovery of Amur tiger 
population and habitat in this area through the implementation of key activities such as prey 
recovery, anti-poaching and snare removal campaigns.

Amur leopard’s fate and fortunes discussed at a high level(RU)
On March 15 a scheduled meeting of the Supervisory Board of 
the Far Eastern Leopards autonomous non-profit organization 
took place in the Kremlin co-chaired by Sergei Ivanov, chief of 
Staff of the Presidential Executive Office and the chair of the 
Supervisory Board. Yury Darman, head of WWF Russia Amur 
branch, took part in the meeting. At the meeting results of 2015 
were discussed and plans for 2016 were outlined.
Sergei Ivanov said that the leopard numbers have doubled from 
30 to 80 over the last five years. As their numbers increase, 
leopards have started crossing the Russia-China border. He also 

Wild ungulates of the southern Sikhote-Alin counted from the air(RU)
With the support of WWF and the Amur Tiger Center Primorsky Province Hunting Department, 
Lazovsky Nature Reserve, and Zov Tigra National Park conducted the aerial survey of wild 
ungulates. The participants of the survey consider this work to be timely as the number of 
ungulates varies from year to year and the latest data were received seven years ago. The 
knowledge on what is going on with wild ungulates populations is not less important than the data 
on the status of the Amur tiger. Unfortunately, the information on wild ungulates collected during 
the last winter tiger census provides the conservationists with a general idea on the tendencies 
occurring among the hoofed animals. Therefore, WWF regard this aerial survey as a logical 
continuation of the tiger census that compliments its data with important information on the tiger 
prey base. Using helicopters is the quickest and easier way to get this information. It will take only 
4-5 days to cover 60 plots instead of 60 days if to do it on foot.
More details are here: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14036

noted that the Chinese authorities will soon create their own national park on a territory bordering 
Russia thus the leopard habitat will be enlarged. Sergei Ivanov also pointed out that the rare 
animals have started preying on cattle more often, as a result of which a decision was taken to pay 
compensation to cattle owners for the damage caused by leopards.
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Camera Trap Monitoring of Siberian Tiger and Far Eastern Leopard in Changbaishan Mountain Range(CH)
As a milestone of  Amur t iger and leopard 
monitoring in Northeast China, WWF and Jilin 
Wildlife Association have jointly published 
<Camera Trap Monitoring of Siberian Tiger and 
Far Eastern Leopard in Changbaishan Mountain 
Range>. 
This book of 133 pages is the result of the fruitful 
cooperation between WWF and Jilin Wildlife 
Association.  It presents all the tiger and leopard 

Wild ungulates are fed supplementary in the Amur tiger habitats(RU)
This winter the wild ungulates were supplementary fed as Primorye faced  poor crop of Korean 
pine nuts and acorns. WWF Russia and the Amur Tiger Center bought 300 tons of forage as a 
reserved stock. This winter regional wildlife refuges and over 30 hunting societies involved in 
ungulates management plans received stocks of supplementary forage. The main purpose of 
these measures was to maintain high number of ungulates in key tiger habitats. Also, to keep the 
ungulates healthy, the specialists vaccinate 2000 wild boars against hog plague. Let us remind 
you, that since 2013 WWF and the Amur Tiger Center form a reserved stock of supplementary 
forage to be distributed among responsible hunting societies. These efforts are supported by 
Primorsky Province Administration. 
More details are here: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/13980

Lead by Heilongjiang Environment Protection Department, experts 
have agreed to establish the proposed Heilongjiang Zhangguangcailing 
Amur Tiger Nature Reserve after successful review during January 
7-8 along with a field trip investigation during which tiger trace 
was found. During the meeting, the scientific report and planning 
document have been reviewed and commented. The experts are from 
Heilongjiang Environment Protection Department, Northeast Forestry 
University, Harbin Normal University, Harbin City Forestry Research 
Institute, and Heilongjiang Surveying and Mapping Geo-information 
Department.
The proposed nature reserve is a neighbor to Heilongjiang Xiaobeihu 
National Nature Reserve and Huangnihe National Reserve, in which 
live 5-6 tigers. Together with these neighboring nature reserves, this 
protected area network will help to create a real settling down zone for 
Amur tiger population in the inner land of Northeast China, adding 
to the other zone with the border population in Hunchun-Wangqing-
Suiyang-Dongning-Muling area.

Zhanguangcailing, new secure habitat for tigers(CH)

individuals identified by camera trap (covering the period 2012-2015) in the whole Amur tiger 
potential distribution area in Changbaishan range (Jilin Province) with their distribution and 
dispersal patterns. It also gives an overall answer to the population number and population 
structure of Amur tigers and leopards. 
Indicating from our key results, some important corridors for Amur tigers are also identified. The 
future protection and recovery of these corridors will play a very key role in a long-term effective 
protection of Amur tigers and leopards in this region as whole.
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When the belt is green

Present for the World Wetland Day(RU)

Mongolian gazelle migrates from Mongolia to Russia(RU)
On 13-14 January, the staff of Sokhondinsky Nature Reserve carried out the counts of Mongolian 
gazelle (dzeren) in the south-eastern part of Kyrinsky district of Zabaikalsky Province. During the 
count on one of the routs along the border of Sokhondinsky Nature Reserve and Onon-Balj National 
Park no less than 200 dzerens were visually registered: 95 on the Russian side and about 110 on 
Mongolian. In the south-eastern part of Kyrinsky district on the count route of 25 kilometers no less 
than 1,950 dzerens were visually registered during one day. At present about 6,500 dzerens inhabit 
Zabaikalsky Province. WWF Russia supports the work of nature reserves and regional administrative 
bodies on Mongolian gazelle recovery, population monitoring, establishing new protected areas for 
this rare species. Mongolian gazelle migration along the territory of transboundary nature reserve 
“Sources of the Amur” and adjacent areas is a serious proof that conservation and research of the 
unique systems of this international protected area is of a high importance.
More details are here: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/13984

On January 18, 2016, Sheremetievsky Nature Park was established (4 714 hectares). The Park was 
organized with the support of WWF. On the eve of the World Wetland Day the Khabarovsky Province 
Government and WWF signed a joint work plan on biodiversity conservation and sustainable 
use of nature resources for 2016. Much attention is paid to establishing protected areas and their 
protection.  The new plan envisions declaration of two wildlife refuges, feasibility study of two 
more refuges creation. WWF will support the work of anti-poaching brigades, groups on resolution 
conflicts between humans and large predators, and illegal logging prevention. With establishing 
Sheremetievsky Nature Park the local econet in the Ussury River valley has been finalized. It was a 
part of the Action Plan on biodiversity conservation of the priority Amur ecosystem signed by non-
governmental organizations in 2003.
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Boxes in the trees (follow up story)(CH)
The Scaly-sided Merganser has a very small population which is suspected to be undergoing 
a continuing and rapid decline as a result of habitat loss and degradation caused by illegal 
hunting, logging, excessive fishing and human interference. Due to a continuing and sharp 
decline in population, WWF is taking actions such as setting artificial nest boxes for the 
recovery of the species. 
Following the success of previous year artificial nest boxes setting up in Changbaishan NNR, 
WWF and its partners have decided to extend this experience to surrounding areas and other 
endangered bird species.
2016 Jan 9th , -25 degree Celsius, at the foot of Changbai Mountain, Quanyang has entered 
its coldest season of the year. No cloud, a freezing air and a strong wind, I looked up to see 
the blue sky and there was he, swinging on the tree and trying to hold onto the rope. WWF 
bird specialist, Mr Liu Peiqi braving highs, wind and cold, was setting up an artificial nest 
box kindly offered by General Motors in order to provide suitable habitat for Scaly-sided 
Merganser. Last year, 10 nest boxes were set up in Changbaishan NNR for the Scaly-sided 
Merganser but this year among the 10 boxes placed 5 were for the Mandarin Duck.
Interviewed by the local and provincial media, our hero, Mr Liu said “Firstly, I would like to 
thank all our partners who are involved in this thrilling adventure with us since the beginning 
and also those who joined us later on. Our solemn goal is to provide suitable and secure 
habitat for all migratory birds  breeding in Northeast China. It is with real pleasure and great 
enthusiasm that we are in the frontline of such challenge.”

Due to heavy snowfalls this year, large populations of Mongolian gazelle migrated to 
Onon-Balj National Park. According to wildlife biologists, no large populations had come 
in the previous years, and reason for such arrival was explained as looking for food. When 
Mongolian gazelles come close to settlement areas, poaching risks increase. In regards 
to this, protection administration of Onon-Balj National Park increases its patrolling 
raids. During this time, around 2000 Mongolian gazelles that belong to three herds were 
observed. “At this point no incidents of poaching have been reported. But it doesn’t give us 
reason for relaxing. We will continue our patrol,” said the Protection Administration.
The patrol wasn’t only related to control and inspection. It also estimated the population 
of Mongolian gazelle, their migration and location. By doing so, crucial data necessary for 
selection of proper methods to protect these species was collected. Many other species 
were encountered during this patrol. Finding five mallards wintering in the air hole of 
Onon river was a pleasant surprise for Protection administration staff. 

Mongolian Gazelle Migration Survey and Poaching Inspections Made(MN)  



16 17

Parties agreed that fishing license system needs to be enhanced (MN)

If we implement proper wildlife management, we may 
not only be able to generate income, but also create 
funds to finance nature conservation. A workshop titled 
“The Stakeholders’ Participation in Wildlife Management 
of Onon River Basin” was held in Dadal soum of Khentii 
aimag, for the purpose of discussing achievements and 
lessons learnt during the implementation of wildlife 
management in Onon River Basin on 25-26 February, 
2016.  
The head of the Citizens Representative Assembly of 
soums underlying the Onon River Basin, their governors, 
community-based organizations and representatives 
of the forest unit attended the meeting, besides the 
head and specialists of the Ministry of Environment, 
Green Development. The companies that run fly-fishing 
activities in Onon River Basin and representatives 
from the Association of CBOs of Onon River Basin 
participated as well. 
During this meeting, role of the stakeholders in river 
basin wildlife management was defined, and ways to 
formulate clear structure for co-management of the 

From haze to blue sky (follow up story)(CH)
After successful pilot conducted in Fuzi village in Qian’an 
County where 100 households were selected to try out 
recycling mechanism of corn stalk as bio-fuel for stove, two 
other villages (Ganzi and Anzi) have been selected for the 
implementation of the second phase of this project. 
After a visit on the ground by China Green foundation’s 
leaders and a review of the pilot in Fuzi village, WWF and 
its partners concluded that the pilot was successful enough 
for scaling up. That is why, adding to the 500 stoves 
already placed in Fuzi village, Green Foundation financed 
the placement of another 500 stoves in Ganzi village and 
Anzi village.
Corn stalk burning on the field is a farming practice that 
is seriously and negatively impacting the air and the 
environment in northeast China. To tackle this problem, 
WWF in partnership with China Green Foundation is 
determine to reverse the situation by giving an alternative 
use of corn stalk to farmers which economically and 
environmentally profitable.

Walking through the evergreen Forest 

Success of Bikin Project acknowledged on a top level(RU)
On February 16, 2016 in the course of bilateral 
meetings between the German and Russian Ministries 
for the Environment a joint statement was signed at 
the ministerial level that acknowledges the successfully 
completed project “Protection of virgin forests of the 
Bikin River to reduce climate change impact” as an 
excellent example of German-Russian collaboration for 
the environment and for safeguarding the livelihood 
of indigenous peoples. Thus, the German Climate 
Initiative is helping to implement measures under the 
Kyoto Protocol, and simultaneously conserving

Women emphasize the development of eco-tourism(MN)
Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve encompasses the 
territory of two aimags, of which the major part 
or 90 percent is located in Bayan-Ovoo soum of 
Khentii aimag. 
‘Days Full of Laughter’ mini-conference was 
held among women of this soum, which largely 
included herder women, on March 7, 2016.  
Discussions were made about the role and 
involvement of women in soum development, 
and increasing their leadership and initiative. 
And a fair of handmade products made by soum 

 valuable ecosystems, biodiversity and traditional natural resource use by local communities. . “One 
of the main results of this collaboration is the creation of the Bikin National Park. It is not only 
the huge storage of carbon, but the home for about 10% of the Amur tiger population. It is very 
important that the new national park ensures participation of indigenous people in its management 
and supports their traditional use of natural resources”, comments Yury Darman, head of WWF-
Russia Amur branch.
More details are here: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14020

women was successfully organized.  
The presentation of WWF-Mongolia’s specialist titled, ‘The Role of Women in Developing Local 
Community through Community-based Nature Resource Management’ has attracted the interest of 
participants. The talk about business opportunities which can be utilized by the communities and 
especially women of Bayan-Ovoo soum, based on Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve management, and 
how to establish local CBOs for further development. Currently, two community-based organizations 
are established in Khar Yamaat. The women highlighted that many opportunities lie ahead for 
developing eco-tourism.      
It is interesting to note that Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve has unique natural features, which 
include small mountains of the forest steppe rarely found in the steppe zone, and containing 
specific biodiversity of the meadow riparian area. Specialists often emphasize that there are many 
opportunities to develop tourism here. 

parties were discussed. One of the rare 
species of Mongolia, the Taimen fish 
inhabits the Onon river and therefore, 
there is a possibility to encourage 
development of eco-friendly fly fishing 
practices. Some companies have already 
started such activities and yielded 
success. They offer services to foreign 
tourists to practice catch and release of 
fish. Such kind of tourism is conducted 
with the participation of the local 
people, who receive some monetary 
incentives for providing such service. 
However protection and use of other 
fish resources and domestic fishing 
practices are not at satisfactory level, of 
which possible solutions were discussed 
in detail during the meeting. WWF-
Mongolia believes that introducing a 
fishing licensing system would be one 
of the solutions. The parties agreed to 
cooperate on this issue at the end of 
the meeting, established memorandum 
of understanding titled as ‘Homeland 
of Taimen fish’ and planned future 
activities.  
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Forest inspectors and policemen perfected their qualification
WWF organized skills improvement courses for the forest inspectors and the staff of the Regional 
Office of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. It was done at the request of the Inter-district Nature 
Protection Prosecutor Office. 25 attendees, out of which 12 state forest inspectors from the Primorsky 
Province Forestry Department, 12 men from the Regional Office of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 
and an officer of the Ministry of Emergency Situations were trained on how to define timber, 
timber products, and their volumes. Over the last three years, these were the fifth courses in a row 
organized by WWF. The decision to upgrade the forest inspectors’ qualification to assess the timber 
volumes was made in November 2015 at a round table held in Primorye at the Inter-district Nature 
Protection Prosecutor Office. According to the courses organizers, the knowledge gained will help 
revealing and preventing timber harvesting in excess of allowable cuts. 

Inability of community-based organizations to use their privileges was criticized

The Onon River Basin has rich resources of 
forest wood. Although several community-based 
organizations operate here, they haven’t been 
able to practice sustainable forest management. 
As a result of this, many issues arise such as 
proper usage of forest and forest protection. A 
meeting was held in Dadal soum to talk about 
possible solutions, and role of stakeholders in 
improving forest management. The Department 
of Environment and Tourism of Khentii aimag, 
Administration of Onon-Balj National Park, and 
members of the Association of Onon River Basin 

CBOs participated in the meeting. 
The participants talked about their challenges openly during the meeting, and criticized the fact 
of that community based organizations hadn’t been able to exercise the privileges granted to them 
by law. Though there are few community based organizations that improve livelihoods of their 
members through proper use of forest resources, there are many that fail to do forest rehabilitation, 
as noted by the participants. The majority of the present participants agreed that the Association of 
Onon River Basin CBOs must take active charge of building capacity of community organizations. 
The head of this association, Chinbat Ch., the former head of Eastern branch of WWF-Mongolia 
said, “We will prioritize and highly focus on the capacity building of community-based organizations, 
and enhancing their legal knowledge. We have a lot to do. As stipulated in the law, community based 
organizations are entitled to exercise preferential rights in regards to usage of resources of their land. 
But other clauses of the law conflict with this. Therefore this gap in the law needs to be closed. Also 
we need to recognize the importance of understanding between the parties in the implementation 
of nature resource management. By leaving out this important part, we create misunderstandings 
which become obstacles for our collaboration. Many people stress that the foundation for 
community-based nature resources management was laid by the project implemented in the Onon 
River basin, with the support of ADB and WWF-Mongolia. If we expand on this foundation with 
enthusiasm and adequate plan, the activities of community-based organizations shall rise to a new 
level and co-management of natural resources shall be practiced in its real sense”.
The stakeholders of forest management, community-based organizations and business entities 
signed a MOU to cooperate in 2016, and agreed to make annual plan for each year to be discussed 
next year. 143 community-based organizations are registered in the Association now. 

Rangers are taught new method of monitoring
WWF-Mongolia is in charge of managing Khar 
Yamaat Nature Reserve (NR) for its protection 
administration in accordance with the agreement 
established with the Ministry of Environment, 
Green Development and Tourism. Nature 
conservation activities continue to take place in 
this regard. 
Research is vital for nature conservation. For 
only by researching the specificities of the nature, 
population of wildlife, and the biodiversity 
connections we shall  decide on the right 
approach to nature conservation. The rangers 
play an important role in this. So being trained in 

monitoring method becomes a big advantage. 
For this purpose WWF-Mongolia conducted 
training among rangers and volunteer rangers 
of Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve Administration. 
Through this training, methods to conduct 
animal and plant population monitoring 
were taught that used integrated research 
methodology approved in 2015. The participants 
not only gained understanding about new 
research methodology, but also learnt about 
the usefulness, value and significance of the 
collected data. In addition to this, entering 
information to ‘BioSan’ program, processing, 
analyzing and reporting information was also taught during this training. 
The importance of camera trap research was introduced during the training, after which five HD 
cameras of Bushnell brand were placed in the nature reserve jointly with the head of Protection 
administration, its specialists and rangers. Specialists noted that favorable conditions are created for 
collecting data necessary for estimating population and habitat density of some mountain ungulates 
targeted for protection in accordance with the management plan. 
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Let Economy talks Environment!
Plan for Kherlen River Basin Integrated Water Resource Management Is Completed(MN)
Mongolia is divided into 29 water basins and administrations for every basin were established. 
Integrated Water Resource Management is needed for the administrations, which are in charge of all 
water issues of the area, in order for them to yield results. WWF-Mongolia had been supporting the 
development of the management plan of several administrations. This included the completion of 
Integrated Water Resources Management Plan of Kherlen River Basin. This activity was done within 
the scope of the MOU on cooperation between WWF-Mongolia and administration of Kherlen River 
basin. 
The Kherlen River basin is located between two large-sized aimags. The 80 percent of the basin 
belongs to Dornod-Mongolian climatic zone. In this region, there are many areas which underwent 
mining and haven’t been rehabilitated, which creates water related issues that continue to draw 
attention. Also the proper usage of water resources needs to be taken into careful consideration. 
Specialists introduced their plan to the local administration of Kherlen River Basin, and other field 
specialists for their comments. As a result, the resolution to support the implementation of Kherlen 
River Basin Integrated Water Resource Management Plan was issued from Baganuur district, 
and Citizens Representative Assembly of Khentii aimag. Now, the plan awaits its approval by the 
Ministry of Environment, Green Development and Tourism.  
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