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FIeld SuRvey ShoWS 
AmuR leopARd
populAtIon GRoWS In 
ChAnGbAIShAn AReA

Jilin Forestry Department held a news conference 
to announce the results of the first Amur leopard 
survey in China: comparing with the data obtained 
from a tiger survey in 1990’, the population of 
Amur leopard is multipled in Jilin province.

The survey, jointly carried out by Jilin Forestry 
Department, WWF and WCS from Feb 9 to 27 in 
Hunchun and Wangqing, shows that the distribu-
tion range in the two areas is about 4,100 km2 with 
about 8 to 11 leopard. 

Comparing with the data of 1990’, the distribution 
range extends to the Sino-Russia border in the east 
as well as to the northwest. The area increases 3 to 
4 times and the population increases 1.8 times.

The survey area is about 319.4 km2.The survey ad-
opted the same method with Russia. The field team 
also obtained the information by interview local 
people by questionnaire and camera trap.

It is the first time for China to grasp accurate infor-
mation of wild leopard on its population, distribu-
tion and the area of its habitat. Based on it, some 
new technology will applied, such as camera trap 

and DNA analysis, to get the baseline information 
of leopard in Hunchun and Wangqing. The data 
will provide scientific evidence for leopard conser-
vation.

“Amur leopard is granted as very endangered 
species. The monitorign of its population, habitat 
restoration and the study of its migration are very 
urgent,” dr Zhu Jiang, the head of WWF neC 
Office noted,”This survey shows that Hunchun-
Wangqing area is the key habitat of leopard and 
will play an important role in the restoration of 
wild Amur leopard in the world.”

With the interview to the local people by question-
naire, the survey also shows that there is the infor-
mation of leopard in baishan, huangnihe, tumen 
and Changbaishan nature reserve.

According to Mr Jiang Jinsong, the official of tiger/
leopard conservation of Jilin Forestry Department, 
Jilin Forestry Department plans to carry out long-
term camera trap monitoring in the priority habitat 
of leopard and tiger from the winter of 2012 in or-
der to accumulate the information of leopard/tiger 
individual. Hunchun and Wangqing will be the first 
two pilot sites. 

WWF will continue cooperate with Jilin Forestry 
Department, Hunchun nature reserve and Wangq-
ing forestry bureau to carry out tiger/leopard 
monitoring, assessment of habitat quality, prey 
restoration as well as help partners improve their 
capacity of monitoring, anti poaching.
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good news came from hunchun nature reserve. 
2 Amur tigers and 2 Amur leopards were shot by 
camera trap from march 26 to April 3 in the re-
serve.

According to mr. lang Jianming, the head of sci-
entific & Communication Center of Hunchun NR, 
2 tigers and 2 leopards were identified according 
to their steps, strips/spots and tails as well as the 
time and location of the photo.

with wwF’s support, Jilin Forestry Department 
(JlFD) carried out tiger and leopard monitoring 
and survey in hunchun nr this winter. “it shows 
that hunchun is a place with high density of tiger 
and leopard,” said mr. Jiang Jinsong, tiger/leop-
ard conservation officer of JLFD, “we will set more 
camera traps in this area jointly with wwF to ob-
tain more accurate information of the population 
and their territory.”

the photos of tiger and leopard also shows that 
local partner’s capacity of monitoring is obviously 

improved with wwF’s Amur tiger/leopard moni-
toring capacity building project carried out from 
December 2011.

in this project, wwF provided 20 camera traps 
to the local partners in Jilin province, including 
hunchun nr. Besides, wwF also helped local 
partners locate monitoring position as well as pro-
vided training to the rangers.

currently, wwF is cooperating with JlFD to 
develop Jilin changbaishan Amur tiger/leopard 
camera trap monitoring work plan. the plan is 
designed to collect the population, distribution, 
sex ratio, age structure and habitat dynamics of 
Amur tiger/leopard through set camera trap in 
changbaishan area, which will help local partner to 
establish information database of Amur tiger/leop-
ard and provide scientific basis for the implemen-
tation of Amur tiger/leopard conservation in china
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Amur tiger/ leopArD shot By 
cAmerA trAp in hunchun nr
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An Amur tiger was shot by camera trap for the first 
time in wangqing nature reserve. Before, only tiger 
tracks were found and recorded.

the camera traps were set by mr. sun ge, wwF 
field consultant and candidate PhD of Beijing 
university on this march 15. when he checked 
the cameras on June 12, he found that one of the 
camera shot an Amur tiger at 7:32 a.m on April 4, 
2012.

currently, Jilin Forestry Department is organizing 
relative experts to identify this tiger via comparing 
the photos of tiger shot in its neighboring reserve, 
hunchun.

“recently, camera traps frequently shot tiger and 
leopard in wangqing and hunchun, which shows 

that using camera trap in monitoring is very ef-
fective,” Dr Zhu Jiang, the head of NEC Office of 
wwF china, “it is urgent to promote this measure 
in this area to establish a tiger and leopard moni-
toring platform.”

According to Mr. Jiang Jinsong, the official of 
tiger/leopard conservation from Jilin Forestry 
Department, the forestry authorities from Jilin 
and heilongjiang, the Feline research center of 
the state Forestry Administration and wwF are 
cooperating to establish monitoring and informa-
tion sharing platform in the major potential tiger 
habitats of changbai mountains and wanda moun-
tains. “it will help us to grasp dynamic data of tiger 
distribution in these areas, especially the informa-
tion of tigress domain,” said mr. Jiang.

Amur tiger shot By cAmerA trAp 
For the First time in wAngqing
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A series oF photos oF An 
Amur leopArD shot By 
cAmerA trAp
A series of photos of an Amur leopard were shot by two 
camera traps which were set within in 100 meter along a 
mountain range in wangqing in this April. the leopard 
seemed very relaxed and did not care about the camera. it 
even stopped and had a rest for a while before one cam. let’s 
enjoy the wonderful creature with the photos.
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By resolution of the government of the russian 
Federation, the land of leopard national park was 
established on 262 thousand hectares in the south-
west of primorsky province.
this single protected territory has the capacity to 
ensure the survival of at least 50 Amur leopards 
and covers 60% of its remaining habitats. And 
most importantly, the park includes all breeding 
grounds, which leopards use from generation to 
generation. the national park will also become 
home to 10 Amur tigers that are key for changbais-
han population in china and a valuable Korean 
pine forest.

“In 2001, WWF began a phased program for the 
establishment of a unified protected territory as 
the primary condition for the survival of the Amur 
leopard”, says director of the Amur branch of 
wwF yuri Darman. “Our public campaign ‘Save 
each of the survivors’ and a documentary ‘Throw-
ing out a challenge’ allowed to receive support of 
government leaders at the highest level. Sergey 
Ivanov, vice-minister of the Russian Federation, 
took on personal responsibility for the conserva-
tion of the Far Eastern leopard and the establish-
ment of the national park. Today we would like to 

offer him a warm ‘thank you’ from man and beast 
alike!”

the park will have a joint administration with the 
Kedrovaya pad strict nature reserve. the gov-
ernment decision is accompanied by significant 
investments – 40 million rubles (about $1.3 mil-
lion) are designated to the annual maintenance of 
the national park, and around half a billion rubles 
($16.6 million) are designated for the development 
of its infrastructure.
the national park will include several zones. the 
strictly protected zone covers around 30 thousand 
ha of the most important habitat areas on the 
Borisovskoe plateau. more than 120 thousand ha 
along the russia-china border will have a special 
management regime aimed at protecting not only 
the leopard but also the state border. Access to 
this zone will only be allowed by special permits. 
All farmlands, lands around towns and military 
territories will be included in the economic devel-
opment zone (38 thousand ha), and private owner-
ship of such areas will not be altered. the remain-
ing forest areas (72 thousand ha) are included 
in the recreational zone, where development of 
eco-tourism is planned.

present and future of Land of Leopard National Park is no longer foggy

lAnD oF leopArD nAtionAl 
pArK estABlisheD
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seeDlings For A 
Future Forest
seeds of coniferous and broadleaved 
tree species were sown at the tree 
nursery of the primorskaya Agricul-
tural Academy with wwF support.
new seedlings will be used in the 
restoration of coniferous-broadleaf 
forests in the “land of the leopard” 
national park.

with the support of metro com-
pany and wwF, the tree nursery of 
the institute of Forestry of the pri-
morskaya Agricultural Academy is 
enjoying a second birth. in october 
2011 the primorskaya Agricultural 
Academy received the long-awaited 
right to unlimited use of a 29 000 
hectares experimental forestry unit 
and launched the resurrection of the 
tree nursery which is located here. this autumn, 
Academy students took collected seeds of Korean 
pine and Manchurian fir, which observed a bumper 
crop, and in early may work began on the sowing 
of coniferous and broadleaved seeds in the nursery.

400 kilograms of Korean pine seeds, 5 kg of man-
churian fir seeds and 3 kg of Cajander larch seeds 
were planted on an area of more than 0,5 hectares. 
such species as Amur cork tree, heartleaf horn-
beam, manchurian walnut, cranberrybush vibur-
num, Amur honeysuckle and other species were 
planted as well in smaller quantities. All seeds have 
passed the cold stratification. Analysis showed 
that the germinative capacity of Korean pine seeds 
totalled more than 90%.

For the first time in the history of the nursery all 
agronomic techniques were mechanized, which 
greatly simplifies the growing of seedling and low-
ers costs and improves quality.

“First of all the activities conducted in the nursery 
are aimed at educational and scientific purposes. 
this is an outdoor laboratory where the students 
learn hands-on about basic nursery techniques 

and gain real professional skills. here the students 
and the professors conduct experiments on grow-
ing seedlings of different tree species by different 
methods, - says Alexandr ivanov, chief of labora-
tory of practical training of the Academy. – But 
another important goal in our joint work with 
wwF russia is the production of tree seedlings for 
restoration of degraded coniferous-broadleaf for-
ests of primorye and namely on the territory of the 
land of the leopard and the experimental forestry 
unit which suffered 
considerably from 
logging over the 
past ten years”.

wwF russia has 
supported the 
restoration and 
construction of 
infrastructure on 
the territory of 
nursery – storage 
for the seeds, fenc-
ing, a guest house, 
a greenhouse and 
purchasing of the 
equipment.

This is how a forest is born

Students at work
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russiAn pAs sAy yes to 
ecotourism Develop-
ment
seminar on ecotourism development on protected 
areas was organized by wwF in April for 14 nature 
reserves and 3 national parks. Altogether 44 pro-
tected areas staff came to primorye from the south 
Far east.

guests from the Baikal and Altai-sayan nature 
reserves Association have shared lessons learned 
in ecotourism development in their territories. 
At the seminar it became clear that the “western” 
experience could be easily replicated in the rus-
sian Far east. moreover, the Far eastern nature 
reserves have their own proven examples in ecot-
ourism management. For example, the lazovsky 
nature reserve has leased seashore that lies along 
the reserve’s border to get the access to the unique 
petrov island and ferry tourists there. ten year ago 
wwF gave money to the reserve to build lodges 
for tourists. today, with the money generated by 
ecotourism far more lodges have been built, camps 
organized. the route is very popular among primo-
rye guests so people apply well in advance.

“why countries around the world are proud of 
their protected areas whereas russia is experienc-
ing a negative attitude towards pAs among native 
people, asks yury Darman, head of wwF-russia 
Amur branch. Amendments made in December 
2011 to the law on protected Areas made it pos-
sible for nature reserves to develop ecotourism in 
addition to conservational, educational and sci-
entific activities. WWF is ready to help given that 
ecotourism will attract not only extra money but 
also reduce poaching and forest fires.”

cArBon proJect For 
the BiKin 
river Forests 
ApproveD on high 
level
the ministry of economic Development of the 
russian Federation and saving Bank of russia 
have approved the investment project “Bikin tiger 
carbon project – permanent protection of other-
wise logged Bikin Forest in primorye, russia”. the 
project that complies with the 14th of the provision 
on application of the Article 6 of Kyoto protocol to 
the un Framework convention on climate change 
approved by the resolution no. 780 of the govern-
ment of the russian Federation dd. september 15, 
2011 “on measures of application of the Article 6 
of Kyoto protocol to the un Framework conven-
tion on climate change” will be performed by the 
tribal commune “tiger” in cooperation with the 
foreign authorized entity “cF partners (uK) llp”. 
wwF-russia Amur branch and wwF-germany 
are among project participants.

the project is focused on saving from logging 461,2 
thousand hectares of Korean pine-broadleaved 
forests of the Bikin river valley and reduction 
emission of  560,569 tons of co2. the area is home 
to 12 species of rare animals including 30-35 Amur 
tigers. 

this project is one the two forest Kyoto projects to 
be run ever in russia among other 36 joint imple-
mentation projects aimed at reduction of green-
house gases emission.

Being the first IFM project developed under the JI 
framework, Bikin tiger is an example of innova-
tive approach that combines the reduction of ghg 
emissions, biodiversity preservation and protection 
of indigenous communities.

Visiting paleo village in Marine Nature Reserve
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through their collaborative efforts, to sell and sup-
ply their products on markets, and to improve their 
competitiveness, and collaborative efforts. the trip 
was attended by 32 individuals including leaders of 
the soums’ herder communities,  representatives 
of 16 Binder Soum’s herder communities, officers 
of “poverty reduction through community based 
natural resource management” project imple-
menting unit, members of five Soums’ tree nursery 
project bid winners, and forest unit officers and 
specialists. the participants also visited tree nurs-
eries and bee and seabucktorn farms to see how the 
businesses are run by local communities.  more-
over, they visited cattle and pig farms. As joined 
the trip, the participants have learned about how to 
cooperate in small and medium enterprise busi-
nesses and its importance, and basics of running 
tree nurseries as joined communities and economic 
entities. the participants liked the pressed board 
enterprise very much. some of community mem-
bers are interested in running such enterprise. 
the herder community members exchanged their 
experiences in running tree nurseries, vegetable 
planting, and running cow farms during the trip. 
it was a quite interesting event for the participants 
because they learned a lot about the small and me-
dium businesses run by local communities

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter

At initiative of onon river Basin soums’ herder 
communities’ Association and Binder soum’s 
Forest communities, an experience sharing trip 
on tree nursery and forest communities in selenge 
Aimag was successfully organized with support of 
WWF Mongolia Programme office from April 25 
to may 1, 2012.  purpose of this trip was to provide 
the participants with the opportunities to learn 
about how to successfully run tree nurseries, inten-
sified livestock husbandry, and other businesses 

Forest communities hAD 
experience shAring trip 
to selenge AimAg

Pressed board enterprise

Experience sharing trip to Selenge province
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FemAle resiDents 
hAve come BAcK From 
their AnnuAl Forum 
Full oF enthousiAsm 
Female residents of onon river Basin organized 
their annual forum “healthy environment-green 
nature” in Bayan-uul soum of Dornod Aimag.  
the forum was organized by the Dornod Aimag’s 
women’s council, Bayan-uul soum’s women’s 
Council, WWF Mongolia Programme office, the 
project “poverty reduction through community 
based natural resource management”, and Bayan-
uul soum citizen’s representative Khural and gov-
ernor’s Administration Office.  It was attended by 
over 180 female residents.  purpose of the forum 
was to increase participation and inputs of female 
residents in sustainable use of natural resources 
and protection of natural conditions of their resi-
dential areas and to support the improvement of 
their personnel development and capacities and 
sharing experiences and best practices among local 
female residents. During the forum, a fair of hand-
made products produced by female residents was 

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter

held for experience sharing.  this 
time, quite many types of hand-
made products were displayed on 
the fair. on last year’s fair, Binder 
and umnudelger soums’ female 
residents only showed their felt and 
leather products, but this time the 
female residents from seven soums 
in onon river basin displayed their 
felt and leather products includ-
ing souvenirs and household items. 
moreover, there was a fashion 
show, where the best fashionable 
clothes sewn by master tailors 
and female residents were shown. 
During the show, J. Altantuya, a 
female resident of Dadal soum, who 
participated in the event with her 

cashmere clothes, has obtained the highest number 
of orders from the audience.

in comparing to the previous year’s forum, the 
participants of this forum had considerable 
amounts of creative works, accomplishments, and 
experiences for sharing. For instance, residents of 
norovlin soum have had a tradition “each person 
will plant a tree seedling a year”.  Additionally, the 
soum’s women’s forum participants established 
a park named after the soum’s female residents 
under a call for “let’s create green environment”. 
they have agreed to continue this effort (planting 
tree seedlings and flowers) in the future particu-
larly during their annual gatherings.

During the onon river basin’s women’s forum, a 
number of interesting events were organized and 
one of them was a contest “ladies”.  women’s 
councils from the soums in onon river basin took 
part in the contest with five members in each team. 
A team from Binder Soum was in the first place 
and teams from Dadal and norovlin soums were 
in the second and third places respectively. it has 
agreed to organize the next year’s women’s forum 
of the soums in onon river basin in Batshireet 
soum at the initiative of the soum’s women’s 
council presidium.

Women’s Forum
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to support local herder communities’ natural re-
source management, the project has decided to al-
locate and provide some funding to herder commu-
nities in seven soums in onon river basin.  in this 
line, the soums’ working groups were established 
and received small project proposals from 108 
herder communities for selection.  The classified 
the selected project proposals (105) in their top-
ics.  there were 45 agricultural or farming business 
project proposals, 46 environmental conservation 
project proposals, and 14 livelihood supporting 
and income generation project proposals. the 
herder communities those were issued with fund-
ing have started their proposed actions intensively. 
currently, 79 herder communities have started 
their actions and 44 of them have performed up 
to 50 per cent of their proposed actions. however, 

umnudelger, Batshireet, Binder, Bayan-adraga, 
Dadal, and norovling soums of Khentii Aimag 
and Bayan-uul soum of Dornod Aimag located 
in onon river Basin support the majority of the 
Aimags’ forest resources. in springs and autumns, 
when dryness is particularly increased, there is a 
high risk to happen forest and steppe fires in these 
forested areas.  thus, a workshop on conservation 
of forest resources along onon river basin and 
prevention from forest and steppe fires was orga-
nized by Khentii and Dornod Aimags’ emergency 
offices, Nature, Environment, and Tourism depart-
ments and Forest units. the workshop was orga-
nized for local herder communities leased forests 
with the purpose to enhance their knowledge and 
understanding on how to prevent from potential 
fires and protect their lives, homes, livestock, and 
leased forests. During the workshop on prevention 
from forest and steppe fires, a contest “Devjee” was 
organized for herder communities’ members.  Dur-
ing the events, the communities’ members learned 
a lot as per their impressions.  the participants 
learned about how to prepare and use the basic 
fire putting off tools e.g. shovels, mattocks, saws, 

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter

Despite All chAllenges herDer 
communities worK hArD

there are some challenges e.g. unpleasant weather 
conditions, not issuance of permits for land and 
timbering, fire occurrence, increased market sell-
ing prices of some products, and shortage of potato 
seed reserves for planting facing the herder com-
munities. however, the herder communities are 
working hard to overcome these challenges and 
achieve what they have proposed through their 
collaborative efforts. For instance, with the project 
support, a herder community “tsagaan Bulag” of 
Bayan-ovoo Bagh of Dadal soum demarcated the 
area under its responsibility having put signboards, 
legal bulletin boards, shelters, and litter bins, and 
removed garbage and wastes kept for years. the 
herder community collect and preserve wild onions 
for selling on local markets  in order to enhance its 
mutual fund.

locAl communities hAve 
leArneD ABout Fire prevention 
AnD extinguishing methoDs

spuds, and beaters. moreover, the communities’ 
members learned about how to make some basic 
fire putting off tools by using handy materials. As 
learned about how to prepare and make the basic 
tools, the local herder communities and organiza-
tions are able to immediately put off fires as had 
the basic fire putting off tools. Local government 
officials and officers attended and supported the 
workshop.

Fire prevention and extinguishing methods
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Khentii Aimag Governor’s office and Nature, En-
vironment, and tourism department organized a 
workshop on prioritized issues to tourism Devel-
opment in Khentii Aimag in ulaanbaatar city with 
support of WWF Mongolia Programme office on 
may 2, 2012. the workshop was attended by 65 
individuals represented the parliament, ministry 
of nature, environment, and tourism (mnet), 
Khentii Aimag citizen’s representative Khural 
(CRKh), Governor’s office, Onon Balj National 
park administration, business entities,  ngos, 
and local governments of the soums in the basin.  
the workshop was organized to assess the current 
status of tourism development in Khentii Aimag 
and onon Balj national park, identify future ac-
tions and roles and responsibilities of stakeholders, 

tourism suB-progrAmme is penDing For 
ApprovAl By the AimAg citizen’s 
representAtive KhurAl AnD ministry oF
nAture, environment, AnD tourism. 

and discussion of proposed action plans on tour-
ism development in the Aimag for 2012-2013 for 
comments. on the workshop, the Aimag govern-
ment officials presented the participants the draft 
action plan for tourism development for comment 
and agreed to cooperate in implementation of the 
proposed actions.

the Khentii Aimag government drafted the sub-
programme on tourism development for Khentii 
Aimag and onon Balj national park with input by 
a Consultant based on findings and recommenda-
tions of meetings, discussions, and surveys con-
ducted during the reporting period.  For now, they 
are preparing to have the draft sub-programme 
approved by the Aimag crKh and mnet.

Majestic Onon river

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter
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About 60 per cent of umnudelger soum’s annual 
budget self contribution is made up with payments 
and fees of forest resource use.  thus, the soum 
needs to implement the efficient and optimal man-
agement options to ensure sustainable use, conser-
vation, and restoration of forest resources either 
from ecological or economic considerations.  in 
this line, Umnudelger Soum’s Governor’s office or-
ganized the first workshop in 2011 having focused 
on the importance of stakeholders’ participation 
and inputs in introduction of forest co-manage-
ment at the soum level in accordance with the law 
on Forests and other related regulations and pro-
cedures. then, the second workshop was organized 
on June 11, 2012.  the workshop was attended by 
the Soum government officials, forest communi-
ties, wood users, business entities engaged in tim-
bering, and officers of WWF Mongolia Programme 
office. The workshop participants discussed about 
compliance of the memorandum of understanding 
signed in 2011 and the challenges met its imple-
mentation. The Soum Governor’s office and forest 

units organized a campaign of tree planting and 
local residents, communities, and business entities 
planted seedlings in public areas.  Forest com-
munities developed and had approved their for-
est management plans, built livestock exclosures 
around heads & upper areas of natural springs and 
dug wells. on the workshop, umnudelger soum’s 
governor made a p presentation on the current 
forest use and made some critical points regarding 
violations committed by forest communities during 
their timbering and avoidance to sell wood in the 
soum center, and poor coordination among forest 
communities. Discussed about the problem solving 
options, the participants have reached an agree-
ment to develop and implement a memorandum of 
understanding on cooperation in order to imple-
ment effective forest co-management practice in 
umnudelger soum. they have agreed to sign and 
implement one-year mou and assess its perfor-
mance at the end of the year through participation 
of all relevant parties. 

umnuDelger soum’s people 
will use Forest resources in 
sustAinABle wAy. 

Locals care for their limited forest resources

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter
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to encourage local communities to run tourism 
activities, train local guides, and empower local 
capacities in the business, the first level training on 
tourist guides was organized in Batshireet soum 
of Khentii Aimag on April 23-24, 2012.  training 
was attended by 33 individuals, who started their 
business in tourism and are willing to engage in 
the business. training was provided by a trainer, 
D. Batnasan, who has been working in the tourism 
business for 19 years starting from 1993.  the par-
ticipants learned about basics and general require-
ment of tour guides (e.g. what knowledge, skills, 
abilities, responsibilities, and accountabilities they 
must possess, how they should run the trips, etc). 

Additionally, the participants were presented with 
a topic of potentiality of tourism development in 
local areas. Khentii Aimag is one of the favorite 

destinations for domestic and foreign tourists as 
it is a birthplace of chinggis Khan.  it is the region 
ideal for tourism development, but a basis for sus-
tainable tourism development in the region is still 
lacking due to adequate short and long term plans. 
currently, there are some tour operators running 
in Khentii Aimag, but they have poor linkages 
and cooperation.  meantime, there are no local 
guides purposely trained and training for guides 
was not organized at professional level.  there are 
no comprehensive publicity and local brand prod-
ucts to attract tourists and visitors. moreover, the 
individuals, who have competent foreign language 
commands and were trained in tourism, are lack-
ing in local areas.  All these existing disadvantages 
and challenges were discussed & exchanged views 
by the participants. 

First level trAining For locAl 
guiDes wAs orgAnizeD. 

Chinggis khaan’s monument in Dadal soum

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter
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Just two examples: 
April 17. primorsky province, 
the city of nakhodka. A shocking 
quantity of bear paws and pelts as 
well as slain tigers and eagles (spe-
cies included in the russian red 
Book) were uncovered in the city 
of nakhodka during a joint raid of 
the police and the Federal security 
service.

A businessman from the city of 
nakhodka and his accomplices 
were arrested. According to 
information from the ministry 
of internal Affairs in the course 
of the search the following were 
discovered in refrigerated contain-
ers: 148 bear paws, 2 himalayan 
bear pelts, 3 brown bear pelts, 2 Amur tiger pelts, 5 
whole eagles. On the basis of these finds a criminal 
case was opened. 

According to sergei Aramilev, biodiversity conser-
vation program coordinator at the Amur branch 
of wwF russia and of experts of the case, “the 
quantity of uncovered animal remains is shocking. 
law enforcement specialists need to thoroughly 
investigate how and where they were killed. the 
bear pelts could be legally procured and be consid-
ered personal trophies. But based on the quantity 
of bear paws - that is minimum 37 killed bears. to 
take such a quantity legally is simply impossible. 
there is no demand for bear paws in the russian 
market. this means that most likely they were 
intended to be smuggled to china or south Korea.
And the tiger pelts are a whole separate issue. it is 
illegal to sell such pelts either on the domestic or 
foreign market. it is necessary to call on specialists 
to carefully examine all seized animal derivatives. 
such an investigation will determine the size of the 
fine and the severity of the punishment.”

April 18. primorsky province, the village of pogran-
ichny. Customs officers detained a Chinese citizen 
who was hiding three paws packed in plastic bags 
attached by a tape to her own body. the illegal lot 
with total weight of 1,6 kilos was confiscated and 
sent for examination. A criminal case was opened 
against the culprit.

“the examination determined: the guest from 
china tried to smuggle three Amur tiger paws. 
moreover, it was determined that two of them 
were left hind paws, which means that they cannot 
belong to one animal. thus, sadly, the parts belong 
to two tiger individuals,” - comments examination 
participant sergei Aramilev, biodiversity conserva-
tion program coordinator at wwF-russia Amur 
branch.

investigation of the cases continues. wwF hopes 
that the cases will be pursued to its conclusion, and 
that all criminals will face punishment. 

wwF-russiA speciAlists proviDe 
expertise to lAw enForcement 
Agencies

WWF staff doing examination
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wangqing forestry bureau signed wildlife conser-
vation contract with its 13 forest farm managers 
on this April 20. The contract clarifies the respon-
sibilities of wildlife conservation, esp. Amur tiger, 
to the forest farm manager and local under-forest 
economy households as well as clearly regulates 
the details of anti-poaching, administrative provi-
sions to the under-forest economy household and 
the reward & punishment mechanism. The con-
tract made all the households running under-forest 
economy the members of anti-poaching.

with wwF’s survey in changbaishan area, poach-
ing is still the biggest threat to Amur tiger and its 
prey. the survey shows that the households who 
collect non-timber forest product (ntFp) or breed 
forest frog are not under effective monitoring, 
which makes them high risk group of poaching.

to cope with the situation, wwF promoted 
wangqing forestry bureau to reform its anti-
poaching mechanism and develop the contract of 
wildlife conservation with forest farm manager and 
local households. the contract demands all the 
households should strictly obey the wildlife conser-
vation law. All the persons engaging poaching will 
be prosecuted for his or her criminal liability. the 
forest farm manager is response for all the poach-
ing case occurred in his or her farm. the manager 
will be punished if he or she does not know or 
report the case. The manager will be disqualified 

in annual promotion or award evaluation if serious 
poaching happens in his or her farm.

“ntFp collection in the forest is the major income 
for local people. while ntFp industry is closely de-
pendent on the nature environment, it can not be 
sustainable until the forest and its wildlife, includ-
ing Amur tiger, are well protected,” said mr. zhang 
zelu, the deputy director of wangqing forestry 
bureau.

According to mr. Jiang Jinsong, tiger/leopard con-
servation officer from Jilin Forestry Department 
(JlFD), Jilin provincial government has changed 
the situation that ntFp industry was managed by 
several authorities. the forestry department would 
be the unique authority to manage ntFp industry 
in Jilin province. JlFD will carry out a survey of 
forest frog breeding and relative policy throughout 
the province in order to combine anti-poaching 
supervising and the rights of ntFp household.

“Wangqing forestry bureau is WWF’s first demo 
site to integrate ntFp running and anti-poaching. 
we hope it would help balance the relationship 
between local economic development and tiger 
conservation as well as demonstrate a good model 
to the authority and ntpF household in other tiger 
habitat,” addressed Dr. zhu Jiang, the head of 
WWF NEC Office.
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A new Anti-poAching 
mechAnism estABlisheD in 
wwF Amur tiger Demo site
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the dialogue between environmentalists and hydro 
power plants developers gathered at the conference 
“rivers of siberia and Far east” resulted in recog-
nition of the need for integrated strategic assess-
ment of planned hpps.

7th international conference “rivers of siberia and 
Far east” was held on 30-31 may in Khabarovsk. 
More than 70 participants from scientific and non-
governmental organizations, governmental agen-
cies and business companies from the russian Far 
east and siberia, china and mongolia attended the 
conference.

wide range of issues was discussed at the con-
ference: rules and regulations concerning water 
resources use and protection, quality of natural 
waters and prospects for its improvement,  conser-
vation of river biodiversity, development plans of 
hydro potential of Far eastern and siberian rivers 
and the impact of existing hydro power plants on 
the environment and socio-economic development 
of the regions, gold mining projects within the 
Amur river basin. 

the attendance of developers of hydro power 
plants on siberian and Far eastern rivers became 
the most important aspect of the conference. the 

on June 28-30 wwF china organized a semi-
nar on legal and sustainable forest management 
for Chinese firms that lease forests in Russia’s 
Khabarovsky province. the seminar was intended 
to educate company representatives on the require-
ments of the “guidelines for sustainable man-
agement and use of overseas forest resources by 
chinese enterprises”, which were developed by the 
chinese government. the seminar included par-
ticipation from three major chinese forest lease-
holders, specialists from the chinese state Forest 
Agency, the heilongjiang Forest management 
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proJects oF new hyDro power 
plAnts: Better sAFe thAn sorry…

main result of the dialogue was their recogni-
tion of the relevance of environmentalists’ claims 
concerning hpp construction, as well as the fact 
that negative impact of hpp construction could 
be the reason to stop the implementation of one 
project or another. the example of such a dialogue 
is the recently received decision of en+ group to 
suspend the construction of trans-siberian hydro 
power plant on the shilka river until the complex 
ecological assessment of the whole Amur river 
basin is completed.

“energy division of en+ indeed demonstrated 
advanced and responsible approach in decision 
making on new projects of hydro power plant 
construction. namely, the company agreed to use 
the best international standards and mechanisms 
of strategic ecological assessment, - says Alexei 
Knizhnikov, head of environmental policy projects 
of wwF russia. – however, “rusal” company, 
which is another division of en+, is implementing 
a joint project of Boguchan hpp construction with 
“rushydro” company on the Angara river, which 
does not comply with key international standards, 
and, moreover, violates the russian legislation. 
the developers refused to discuss issues concern-
ing Boguchan hpp. it means that environmental-
ists have to discuss these issues in courts”.

Forest shoulD Be mAnAgeD 
legAlly AnD sustAinABly

Bureau, the city administration of suifenhe, wwF 
china and wwF russia. the log yards of two chi-
nese firms in Khabarovsk were visited, and experts 
from the Far eastern Forestry research institute 
led a field tour in the Khekhtsir Experimental For-
est to show high conservation value forests and 
typical timber harvesting methods for the region. 
the seminar itself included instruction on the 
guidelines and presentations about china-russia 
wood trade and the delineation of hcvF and key 
habitats in the russian Far east. 
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eco-club “nogoon Aral” (“green island”) of Dadal 
soum’s secondary school is successfully accom-
plishing its planned tasks.  the eco-club is organiz-
ing a campaign “plAnting A tree is A virtue 
oF one’s whole liFe” from may to october, 
2012.  purpose of the campaign is to train school 
children in planting and taking care of trees and 
flowers, to conduct greening in surrounding areas 

of the school building, and to expand the green 
facility established next to the school building with 
support of WWF Mongolia Programme office. For 
now, the eco-club members have planted four spe-
cies of flowers and prepared seedlings of six species 
of medicinal plants with their seeds.  local resi-
dents donated mnt 40,000 supported this virtu-
ous effort of the eco-club. 

“nogoon ArAl” eco-cluB memBers’ 
perFormAnces Are successFul

Eco club training
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eco-cluB memBers 
hAve leArneD A lot
wwF mongolia programme 
office in cooperation with 
onon Balj national park ad-
ministration has successfully 
organized summer training 
for eco-club members. pur-
pose of this summer training 
was to provide the eco-club 
members with opportunity to 
share their experiences and 
achievements, to visit natural 
and historical monuments, 
and to learn about basic en-
vironmental observation and 
monitoring methods.  the 
gathering was organized in 
Agats area of Dadal soum of 
Khentii Aimag, one of natu-
rally beautiful areas in the 
basin.  this summer gather-
ing was attended by members 
of eco-clubs of the secondary 
schools in seven soums in onon river basin and 
members of environmental conservation club of 
Khar yamaat nature reserve. it was one of impor-
tant events, where the participants shared their 
experiences and learned a lot from each other. on 
rainy and sunny four days, the participants learned 
a lot from each other and had full of stimulations 
to learn and do more. the participants shared 
their achievements, and lessons learnt, as well as 
challenges they meet.  their meetings and discus-
sions were held in friendly, open, and rewarding 
manners from its beginning to its end. though 
it strongly rained, on the second day of training 
the participants were divided into three groups/
classes, where they were given specific tasks to 
perform as per the agenda. The first two groups 
were given with the tasks: how to make a raft and 
how to properly row a boat and to be presented 
with the WWF Mongolia programme office activi-
ties and taimen, one of endangered species. the 
third group of participants was given with a task 
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to conduct water quality analysis. the groups were 
shifted and performed each task as per the sched-
ule. the tasks and lessons were quite interesting 
for them. 

on the next day, the children were also divided into 
three groups/classes, where the first two groups 
learned about how to show personal development 
and team building cases with games and entertain-
ments. the third  group participants learned about 
bird lives and basic methods to determine bird 
species.  During the gathering, the children were 
full of tasks and lessons, but they prepared and 
cooked their meals by themselves by making fires. 
it also provided the children with opportunity to 
learn about life skills.  overall, this summer train-
ing participants have learned about the importance 
of nature and wildlife conservation. moreover, they 
learned about solutions of problems and challenges 
through their collaborative efforts and quite many 
things related to life skills.

Summer camp for kids
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plAnt A Forest For 
leopArDs
on may 19 primorye celebrated Korean pine Day 
in the “land of leopard” national park. During the 
holiday organized by wwF in honor of the “bread 
tree”, 20,000 Korean pine seedlings were planted 
on the territory of newly established national park!

For the second year in a row people of different 
ages and occupations come to the land of leopard 

to celebrate Korean pine Day. last year when we 
closed the planting season we promised to meet 
again, and it worked out. Around 200 people came 
to the narva river valley in Khasansky district of 
primorye on may 19 to establish a new Korean pine 
forest on the territory of  land of leopard national 
park.

“The idea to devote the holiday to this tree came 
about in connection with the ban on Korean pine 
harvesting in 2010, - recalled at the opening cer-
emony Denis Smirnov, head of forest program of 
wwF russia Amur branch. – Korean Pine Day is 
the victory day for Far Eastern citizens for whom 
the Far East is a home, not the place which can be 
abandoned after tapping out all of its resources”.

this year among the participants of Korean 
pine Day were nature protection brigades from 
5 schools of Khasansky district. At the opening 
ceremony propaganda teams put all the partici-

pants in an excellent working mood. the plantings 
brought together the staff of the “Kedrovaya pad” 
nature reserve, the students and teachers of the 
Far eastern Federal university, vladivostok insti-
tute of economics and services, the staff of vladi-
vostok libraries, telecommunications company 
mtc, soldiers from the Barabash military base, 
representatives of the internet community, the 
nature conservation brigade from the institute of 
Forestry of the primorskaya Agricultural Academy 
and many other volunteers.

Korean pine Day became the continuation of the 
wwF and citibank campaign “plant a forest for 
leopard” started last spring and devoted to the 
restoration of coniferous-broadleaf forests in the 
home range of the rarest wild cat on the planet.

Altogether 1 000 000 Korean pines were success-
fully planted in spring 2011 and 2012.

field kitchen arrived at the 
Korean Pine Day to feed all 
volunteers with buckwheat 

porridge

Denis Smirnov, head of forest department at WWF Russia 
Amur branch, is opening Korean Pine Day

These Korean Pine seedlings will 
shelter leopard in several years
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sAve eAch oF the 
survivors
wwF’s campaign was continued on forming 
positive attitude among the citizens of Khasansky 
district of south-west primorye towards the estab-
lishment of the “land of leopard” national park. 
the Forum of nature protection brigades “Friends 
of land of leopard national park” took place in 
slavyanka district center on 21 April.

120 schoolchildren of Khasansky district attended 
the Forum “Friends of land of leopard national 
park”, which was established on 5 April 2012. 10 
teams of nature protection brigades dressed in 
their wwF branded uniform prepared presenta-
tions of conservation projects, devoted to the tour-
ism development in the land of leopard national 
park. During school semester since December 
2011 they were involved in the contest “the objects 

of ecotourism or ecological trails in the land of 
leopard national park”. every team has chosen 
its own object of tourism located within their vil-
lage, prepared its description to attract tourists 
and presented to the audience. the best team was 
awarded with the trip to ecological camp at popov’s 
island in the Far eastern marine nature reserve. 
After presentations on the stage the schoolchildren 
participated in 7 master classes organized by wwF 
staff for training on nature conservation proj-
ects such as satellite monitoring, environmental 
journalism, camera trap monitoring, Korean pine 
planting, tourist guiding, preventing forest fires, 
development of the objects of ecotourism on the 
territory of national park.

Yury Darman, head of WWF Russia Amur branch (center), is ready to award 
the winners of the kids contest The Best Ecotourism Project in the Land of 

Leopard with diplomas and souvenirs

Forum participants
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Contact
WWF-China
Ming Yang
myang@wwfchina.org

WWF-Mongolia
Khulan M.
khulan@wwf.mn

www.mongolia.panda.org         www.wwf.ru         www.wwfchina.org

WWF-Russia Amur branch
Yulia Fomenko
yfomenko@amur.wwf.ru




