
The camera trap, set by WWF in Dongning, snap-
shotted a series of photos of Amur leopard for the 
first time in Heilongjiang Province on June 26th, 
2013.
Dongning is located in the southeast corner of 
Heilongjiang Province, bordered with Primosky 
province of Russia in the east and neighboring with 
Hunchun and Wangqing of Jilin province in the 
south. The forest under the management of Dongn-
ing Forestry Bureau is WWF priority working area in 
Amur tiger/leopard conservation. WWF carried an-
ti-poaching, monitoring and communication project 
with Dongning Forestry Department from 2009.
The photos prove WWF and the Feline Research 
Center’s speculation that Dongning is the habitat 
of not only tiger but also leopard. WWF cooperat-
ed with the Feline Research Center, Heilongjiang 
Forestry Department and Heilongjiang Forestry 
Industry Bureau carried out leopard survey in the forests along the Sino-Rus-
sia border from January 2013.The photos will also help Heilongjing Forestry 
Department to establish new nature reserve as well as extend the existed Niao-
qingshan NR to better the protection and management of Amur tiger/leopard 
habitat in the southeast part of Heilongjiang province.
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NEWS Description

Camera Trap 
Snapshoting Leopard 
In Heilongjiang For the 
First Time in History

After releasing over 30 captive-bred red and sika 
deer into the wild in Northeast China’s Wangqing 
Nature Reserve on July 29, 2012, Global Tiger Day; 
WWF, the Jilin Provincial Forestry Department and 
the Wangqing Forestry Bureau cooperated again to 
release captive-bred red and sika deer into the wild 
in Northeast China’s Wangqing Nature Reserve on 
August 26, 2013, for the recovery of the ecosystem of Amur tigers’ habitat.
37 red and sika deer from Shuangyang, Jilin which have passed the epidemic 
detective and DNA determination directed by  experts from National Forestry 
Bureau Felid Center, have been transported to Northeast China’s Wangqing 
Nature Reserve in the beginning of July. And then, after almost two months of 
adaptation in wild condition, the red and sika deer are released into the wild.

Second Release of 
Captive-bred Red and 
Sika Deer in Wangqing



In order to identify seasonal migration of Siberian 
Taimen, its population and distribution patterns in 
the Onon and Balj rivers, researchers from relevant 
organizations have started year-round joint study 
covering the areas underlying the Onon-Balj NP. 
First phase activities have been undertaken with-
in period between 8-20 September during which a 
transmitter was implanted in a taimen fish with a length of 85sm. Acoustic 
transmitters shall be implanted in 16 taimen within one year and 24 stations 
to receive transmissions shall be established where members of local fisher-
men club will acquire capacities of observation methodologies. The study shall 
provide important contribution towards identification of protection measures 
of Siberian Taimen for that particular location. For more information, please 
visit http://mongolia.panda.org/en/?210979/Transmitters-attached-in-Tai-
men-Fish  

Taimen tagged with 
transmitters

Two bronze tiger cubs have settled down on the 
Vladivostok’s central waterfront, symbolizing the 
contribution of present and future generations of 
Primorye residents to tiger conservation.
The grand opening of a bronze sculpture of tiger 
cubs, was held on September 27 in Vladivostok. The 
sculpture became a logical ending point for the «Ti-
ger Trail », which was donated to the city of Vladivostok in 2010 by the World 
Youth Tiger Forum, organized by the Primorsky Territory Administration and 
WWF-Russia. 
You can find the full version of the release here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11614

WWF gifted tiger 
cubs to Vladivostok!

17.4 percent of the Mongolian territory is under State 
protection, whereas 33.7 percent of its territory is 
under local protection or totally an area encompass-
ing 52.7 million of ha in 1218 locations is covered by 
PA network. The network has been expanded by one 
more area under the status of nature reserve around 
Agats, Kheriin Khondii and Gilber. This area is an 
important habitat and migration route for red deer, 
roe deer, wild boar, Mongolian gazelle, corsac and red fox, and gray wolf. Also, 
the area is home to pine forest, endangered flora and birds.  

New Local PA 
established

Protection Administration of Onon-Balj NP in coop-
eration with WWF-Mongolia has developed manage-
ment plan of tourism in which it has indicated the 
establishment of a tourist camp site as an important 
activity to implement. Kherkhon-Bayankhaan Fund 
has carried establishment of this site in accordance 
with the design and plans developed by Protection 
Administration of Onon-Balj NP. 2 camping sites were established in the area 
known as Deluun Boldog ovor, 3km away from Dadal soum center, and at 
Guriin Buuts, in a forest area of Balj basin where tourists come in large num-
bers. Camping site includes fireplace, desks and chairs, car parking, signposts 
and information billboards, tent erection area, toilet and garbage bins. With 
such arrangements, it is expected to establish conditions for promoting re-
sponsible tourism.

Camp for tourists 
established



Involvement of an NGO in environmental protection 
is proven to be largely helpful in nature conserva-
tion. Hence, an agreement was established between 
Ministry of Environment and Green Development, 
the Administrations of Khentii and Sukhbaatar 
aimags, and WWF-Mongolia to take over the man-
agement responsibilities of Khar Yamaat Natural 
Reserve. This area is located over part of territories of Khentii and Sukhbaatar 
aimags and home to specific and rich biodiversity. The Natural Reserve is seen 
to become a center of protection and rehabilitation of natural reserves and 
research activities in harmony with the traditional nomadic animal husbandry.

The Ministry
entrusted management 
responsibilities of Khar 
Yamaat Nature Reserve 
to WWF-Mongolia

At the initiative of WWF Russia for the first time ever 
a joint raid of Primorsky and Khabarovsky Provinces 
Forest Departments took place in the Russian Far 
East in July.
The three-day- long raid has revealed 340 cubic me-
ters of illegally cut valuable trees damages of which 
are set at more 1,5 million USD. Illicit activities of 
two brigades of “black” loggers were stopped, four tractors were seized, and 
four citizens of Khabarovsky Province were arrested.
In the picture (number 5)  - This is how “cuckoos” live. Their role is to warn 
black loggers on the rangers coming 
You can find the full version of the release here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11459

Forest control should 
be carried out on 
entire Amur tiger 
habitats

On 14 August, 2013 the Terneyles group of compa-
nies and the Amur branch of WWF Russia signed an 
agreement on the protection of high conservation 
value forests, conservation of biodiversity during 
logging operations and prevention of illegal logging 
on the group’s 2.9 million hectares of timber leases 
in Primorsky Province, Russian Far East.
This important agreement is the culmination of 8 years of field analyses and 
negotiations between the organizations within the framework of Forest Stew-
ardship Council (FSC) voluntary forest certification standards. 
In the agreement the Terneyles group commits to forego logging in more than 
145,000 ha of intact old-growth forest massifs and nearly 59,000 ha of ripar-
ian forest complexes. Furthermore, the company imposes significant restric-
tions on logging in all forests in which Korean pine is the dominant species 
(around 400,000 ha). This demonstrates the company’s commitment to the 
conservation of Korean pine-broadleaf forests (amongst the most biodiverse in 
Russia).
You can find the full version of the release here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11489

Agreement between 
the Terneyles group 
and companies, 
WWF and other 
ecological NGOs 
on biodiversity 
conservation in the 
framework of FSC 
certification

Onon-Balj NP staff has been working actively and 
yet innovatively. They have undertaken biotechnical 
measures along the border strip with Russian Feder-
ation jointly with local residents, volunteer rangers 
and border protection troops. Range of biotechnical 
measures include preparation and laying of hay stacks, 
fodder and saltlicks, and erection of shelters and wind 
breaks. Alltogether, 4 ha of area was rehabilitated with saltlicks, 3tn of mineral 
salt and fodder was prepared and stocked for animals. Also 200kg of wheat 
was prepared and stocked for wild boar over 2 ha or area in Dadal soum.     

200 kg of wheat 
laid for wild boar



In July, a special fund was created to protect the Amur tigers. It was a long 
awaited event. One more Russia President’s assignment on the rare wild cat 
conservation has been carried out. The main thing is that its efforts and funds 
will be directed to the nature protection which is regarded as the primarily 
measures defined by the Strategy for Conservation of the Amur Tiger.
You can find the full version of the release here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11447

Vladimir Putin 
makes a present 
to tigers on Global 
Tiger Day

26 school teams came from 18 villages of Khasansky 
and Nadezhdinsky districts of Primorye. Initiated by 
WWF in 2003, now the Leopard Day has become an 
official holiday of Khasansky District.
This year the festival was specific. The teachers at 
a July seminar decided to conduct it in an unusual 
way. A dancing flash-mob, a catwalk of models in 
“animals” outfits, a gallery of the “wild” body-art and other modern “gadgets” 
will help attracting kids of all ages to the main topic of the festival – The Leop-
ard and the Sea.
You can find the video here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnX1KBnaUcU&feature=youtu.be

Tenth Day of the 
Leopard celebrated 
in Primorye

On September 29, Vladivostok celebrated Tiger Day. 
A cheerful parade filled with joy and respects united 
thousands of people in a common concern for this 
rare cat. Over 14 years WWF has been involved in 
organizing this popular holiday. Tiger parade out of 
40 bright columns involving about 6000 participants 
rolled down along the main street of the city the cen-
tral square giving way to a competition of school teams.
On September 27 the city of Dalnerechensk feasted Tiger Day for the first time. 
19 teams from the district and city schools came to share the joy of this popu-
lar in Primorye holiday. 
You can find the full version of the release here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11630
And here is the video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oattdhu_Q_U&feature=youtu.be

Tiger Day in Primorye

The lady mayoress Clare Gifford has donated 1500 
pounds to WWF-Mongolia while accompanying her 
husband Mr.Roger Gifford, Mayor of London during 
his visit to Mongolia. Esteemed guest has wished sin-
cerely a great success to WWF-Mongolia staff in their 
effort of achieving broad range of goals set in protec-
tion of their nature and environment. The monetary 
donation handed over by lady mayoress shall be dedicated to support activities 
of the Agats Research Center established in the AHEC headwaters. 

1500 pounds donated 
to WWF-Mongolia



Yury Darman, the head of WWF Russia Amur branch has 
been awarded the government title «Distinguished Ecologist 
of the Russian Federation»
Yury has become the second employee of WWF Russia, 
honored with this high award by Presidential Decree in the 
last half a year. These awards speak of how highly the gov-
ernment appreciates the contribution of the NGO to nature 
conservation in Russia, values many years of hard work, 
devotion to duty and leadership skills of WWF leaders in 
Moscow and in the Russian Far East.
You can find the full version of the release here: 
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11606

Maintaining good partnership relationship with 
local communities and administration based on 
understanding and trust is vital in achieving success 
in environmental protection work. The governor of 
Khentii aimag accompanied by his deputy visited the 
Eastern branch office of WWF-Mongolia to get an 
overview of its activities on 18 September. Accompanied by media workers the 
visitors were introduced about conservation works in the region. “We are fully 
aware of the need how important is cooperation in environmental protection. 
As for us we are enthusiastic and keen in cooperating with WWF-Mongolia, 
the leading nature conservation organization.” Said the governor.     

Governing 
Management of 
Khentii aimag 
satisfied with work 
carried out by WWF 
Mongolia

Yury Darman 
awarded by 
the Russian 
Government

Korean Pine Day 

Experience sharing 
meeting held among 
teachers 

A traditional Korean Pine Day was conducted in 
Khasansky District, in the Land of Leopard, on May 
18, in Dalnerechensky district on May 14, and in Chu-
guevsky District in late April.
On this day 5 000 young Korean pines were planted 
in the Land of the Leopard, 15 000 in Dalnerechensky 
District and 300 in Chuguevsky District in the north 
Primorye, and 10 000 will be planted in Ussuriisky district. 

This time volunteers from Vladivostok high schools, kids from 12 local second-
ary schools, journalists, first persons of the Districts’ Administrations, a deputy 
of Dalnerechensky District Duma, ecological kids’ patrols, staff of the National 
Park and others took part in the holiday - altogether over 250 kids and grown-
ups.

The idea to hold the Korean Pine Day emerged in November 2010 when the 
Korean pine was included into the List of tree species banned for logging which 
was a long awaited and remarkable event in the history of forest protection in 
Russia. 

Full versions of the news are here: http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11235
http://wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/11241

WWF-Mongolia pays particular attention to the enhancement of environmen-
tal and sustainable development education. It organizes many different actions 
and activities with this purpose among which is provision of knowledge and 
skills to students of secondary schools by supporting training and capacity 
building of their teachers. Information and methodology experience sharing 
meeting was held among teachers in Dadal soum, Khentii aimag to support 
teachers to share information and experiences in regards to implementation of 
locally relevant curriculum and their testing outcomes.
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road seemed to have no end. Yet i knew i would man-
age to reach the destination on my own. i would go back 
to the dormitory of the forest farm. i would have a hot 
meal and rest on the warm kang (a heatable brick bed 
in north china). nevertheless, the horror and despair 
seized me again and time again. I was frozen all over 
and could only remember to walk, without knowing 
where the destination was, just like a dead-alive person. 
the only light for me was mr. li and the faint light from 
his flashlight. Finally, we arrived at Sandao valley and 
i sat on heels, trembling ceaselessly and crying sound-
lessly under the cover of the darkness. the only thing in 
my mind then was that after the body had experienced 
the unprecedented ordeal, all the anxiety, the pain and 
the great joy needed to be diluted by tears. 
right then, voice came from the intercom that liu 
Mingyu had fallen into half-frozen river for a shot. I 
forgot my fatigue immediately and talked to liu’s team 
with the intercom. not until i knew that he had been 
sent back from a shortcut by the guide and was having 
a rest in a tractor with warm air did i feel relieved. how 
dangerous it is to be wet all over at minus 20 degrees 
centigrade or lower. After about half an hour, the trac-
tor came to us. we can go back to the dormitory of the 
forest farm now!

r e f l e c t i o n s  a n d  t h o u g h t s 
Before setting out, mr. li asked if i could do this. i 
answered that i was a perseverant person. that’s true. 
i didn’t have a strong constitution and even seemed 
delicate, but thanks to my perseverance, i made it. i 
was not in a position to say that i was a tough person in 
that i felt anxious, panicked and backed up at the last 
mountain, losing the mood to enjoy the scenery. how-
ever, mr. li, the guide and i were a team. if i stopped, 
the whole team would stop and the first team would fail 
its task. how was i going to face others in the survey 
team, especially mr. li and mr. Zheng who had helped 
me all along? well, that’s why i didn’t give up. Before all 
those experiences, i had long believed the driving force 
for man to move forward came from the inner mind. if 
one was strong-willed, they could overcome all difficul-
ties and advance bravely. Yet, if i entrust my decision 
to my inner voices, i might as well fail to complete the 
journey. i cannot deny that there are actually people, 
probably lots of them, who are worldly, strong-willed and 
rational enough to make difficulties vanish invariably. 
But for me, it was our team that saved me on that day. it 
was their perseverance and patience that led me down 
the last mountain.

Mr.Li Lianshan and me, by Yang Ming
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Because of the wwF winter survey, i become aware of 
the difficulties of wildlife conservation. While those con-
servationists have never been the heroes in documen-
taries on wildlife conservation, they are the unknown, 
ordinary heroes. some of them are forest rangers or con-
servationist in forestry farms; some are faculty members 
or students in colleges and universities. they spent most 
of the year in the wildness, fighting against ticks in sum-
mer and the extreme coldness in winter. their efforts 
in Amur tiger/leopard and ungulate conservation and 
research outweigh their meagre income in every means. 
they love the land most genuinely and willing to sacri-
fice for the prosperity and diversity of the life forms.

A one-week survey is not enough for me to know much 
about wildlife conservation. Yet I know that those diffi-
culties will not become the barriers for Amur tiger/leopard 
conservation or the conservation of other wildlife. the sig-
nificance of the WWF winter survey lies not only in the re-
search findings but also in that those findings can promote 
consensus on the conservation of Amur tiger/leopards and 
their habitats among the related governmental depart-
ments, forestry industrial companies, nature reserves and 
local communities. With joint efforts, the vision of TX2 — 
to double the number of Amur tigers by the next tiger year 
— can turn into reality. Amur tiger/leopard conservation 
is a historical task which needs long-time efforts. it is the 
redemption for the devastation of nature and the over-
exploitation of natural resources. the blue print is already 
unfolding and the conservation work has already started. 
everything is promising.

        

 

CONTACTS: 
wwF China, ming yang, myang@wwfchina.org, wwF mongolia, khulan m, khulan@wwf.mn, wwF Russia, yulia Fomenko, yfomenko@wwf.ru

FEATURE STORy


