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Dear friends,
For this issue, we will share with you the 
impressions of our valuable donor (WWF UK) 
after her first visit on the ground.

Vivid memories from a visit on the ground
I’ve recently returned from my first, very special 
visit to the Amur Heilong region – Russia 
Far East and North-East China. I have been 
supporting Amur tiger and leopard work here 
for almost 3 years but this was my first chance to 
meet the teams and see the work on the ground.
My journey started by a visit in Sikhote-Alin 
Nature Reserve, to join the reserve’s 80 year 
anniversary and Conservation Assured Tiger 
Standards (CA|TS) accreditation celebrations. 
There was an evening event organised by the 
Director of the reserve and his staff which gave 
me the clear impression of  a strong, passionate 
and dynamic team. The next day we walked on 
the ecological trails through forests, along the 
lakeside, along the shore and on the cliffs. I was 
amazed by the stunning scenery, where we saw 
an osprey over the lake, and a sea eagle and 
spotted seals on the coast, and magical stunted 
oak forests, whilst always being aware that tiger 
pugmarks had been seen on the beach here!
The contiguous forest areas along the Sikhote-
Alin mountain range really struck me – much 
of our 14 hour journey was alongside forest. 
Huge areas, and very few people. I understand 

Editors’ preface

that only around 20% of Amur tiger habitats are 
in protected areas. In Russia, most of the Amur 
tiger habitat is found in hunting estates, which is 
why we are working with 6 model hunting estates 
to demonstrate how to manage ungulates in a 
sustainable way, which will benefit tigers and 
hunters but also provide technical support and 
trainings in monitoring ungulates, Amur leopards 
and tigers. Apparently, Russia has around 5 
million hunters and they are a mighty force. It is 
important that we are working together towards 
conservation of Amur leopard and tigers. The 
recovery of Amur tigers and leopards highly 
depends on sensitive management of the hunting 
estates.
I had the great pleasure to meet the Director of 
Land of Leopard National Park, Tatiana – one of 
only 9 female National Park Directors out of 136 
NPs in Russia. Tatiana is energetic, passionate, 
dedicated and fun. Designated in 2012, this NP 
is the core area for Amur leopards. Each leopard 
individual has unique markings, which also means 
that we can develop an understanding over time 
of where these individuals go, who they partner 
up with and where their cubs go. For some Amur 
leopards, we have years of information which 
we are able to share with our supporters in the 
UK who have adopted Amur leopards here. This 
NP is also important for tigers – in fact there are 
many tigers here (almost 30 tigers!) compared to 
other protected areas in Russia and China. The 
commitment and enthusiasm of Tatiana and her 
team are central to protecting this area so that 
it continues to support healthy populations of 
wildlife.
Camera traps have captured images of these 
big cats,  and knowledge is growing about 
these populations, their movements and their 
relationships. This year, photos and videos of 
Amur leopards have been shared between Russia 
and China, and we are seeing that some Amur 
leopards are found in both countries, so there is 
some movement across the border. This is the 
only way for Amur leopards to extend their range 
from Land of Leopard, and there are plans on 
both sides to establish a transboundary protected 
area network. There was a lot of excitement about 
this new information in both Land of Leopard and 
across the border in China.
 
A few days later, I was walking in the forest over 
the border, in China, meeting with Directors 
of Nature Reserves and Forest Bureau staff in 
the areas of Suiyang, Laoyeling, Wangqing and 

Huangnihe. In Russia and China, the range 
and territories of tigers are much larger than in 
India or Nepal, and the prey density is a lot less 
too, so tigers have to travel further to find prey. 
This seems to be a result of forest degradation 
in some areas and hunting of prey in past years. 
Harsh winters also take their toll. This is also the 
reason for WWF supporting the Forest Bureau 
(Forest Farm) in prey reintroductions between 
2012 and 2014, and providing supplementary 
feeding stations in harsh winters. These areas 
are showing signs of success - evidence of 
the reintroduced deer breeding in Wangqing, 
and Amur tigers and leopards returning to 
these areas. Improved ‘tiger friendly forest 
management’ where the understorey is left 
instead of being cleared, and improved patrolling 
and snare removal have also helped improve the 
situation here. Following on from the success of 
the deer reintroductions, a deer breeding centre 
has recently been established in Jincang Forest 
Farm, Wangqing. The Forest Farm (Government) 
staff run it, and have provided the land, and 
WWF has helped to provide some expertise and 
equipment such as camera traps. Sika deer are 
being reintroduced there, which are important 
prey for tigers.
In Jilin Province, due to the effective and 
complete logging ban, the Forest Bureaus (forest 
department) staff are finding themselves out 
of work. This is a transition phase, and it was 
interesting to hear how this was working in 
Huangnihe. The Director of the Nature Reserve, 
Mr Li, has spotted an opportunity to work 
with his staff and encourage them to work for 
conservation – monitoring and patrolling, for 
example. He has managed to persuade a number 
of people to stop killing deer, and instead 
help with conservation activities, and also to 
earn income through joining a bee-keeping 
cooperative. I met two people who have made 
this change, and whose income has increased 
as a result. WWF is bringing in expertise and 
knowledge to help improve anti-poaching efforts. 
WWF is also helping the bee-keeping cooperative 
to produce good quality honey which can be 
sold for a good price. In fact one ex-poacher was 
earning 4 times as much income now as he did 
when he was poaching. With great excitement 
and pride, Mr Li and Mr Xu took a few of us into 
the forest to find a tiger pugmark which had been 
spotted a few days before. We strided up the 
valley, Mr Li losing his boot in the mud at one 
point, and found the pugmark – very clear and 

very big! Tigers really are returning to China!
The final part of my visit was to Beijing, where 
I met with colleagues in WWF and TRAFFIC. 
I learnt how tiger trade markets have been 
changing. It’s encouraging to see that the 
availability of tiger parts in open markets of China 
has reduced dramatically over recent years, and 
that China has improved its laws and enforcement 
to tackle illegal trade. The markets moved to 
online trading, and so TRAFFIC monitored this 
and established key partnerships to crack down 
on this (such as with Alibaba). The online market 
seems to be declining now. However, it is thought 
that trading is taking place via social media now, 
and this is the next challenge. There are also open 
markets over the border in SE Asian countries, so 
called ‘sin cities’, where illegal wildlife products 
are consumed such as tiger bone wine, but not 
taken back into China. Therefore, it is so critical 
that the illegal wildlife markets are monitored 
and that  TRAFFIC continues to  help the 
enforcement agencies and leaders to crack down 
on this illegal trade. We cannot take our eye off 
the ball yet, as demand still exists, and therefore 
poaching and trading will continue as a result. 
So we need demand to reduce through behaviour 
change, and also it needs to become too risky and 
unprofitable for poachers and traders to continue 
to be involved. Top leadership in China could 
potentially influence other countries to help drive 
the necessary changes to ensure that trade in 
tiger parts no longer threatens tiger recovery to 
achieve the TX2 goal. This is especially important 
to China now that tigers are returning the North-
East region. We all have a responsibility to ensure 
that these tigers have a safe home in China, and 
can stay and expand their populations.

Becci May | Regional Manager, Tigers and Asian 
Species , WWF-UK
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A word to the world

Happy retirement!
I was born and grown up in the headwaters 
of Amur, but wasn’t aware of its value until I 
became part of WWF family. Nonetheless, one 
of my favorite childhood films I used to see 
repeatedly was “Dersu Uzala” that was based 
on autobiographical writings of the Russian 
scholar, B. Arseniev. The most impressive part 
I loved was a description on a living connection 
between human and the outstanding Ussurian 
taiga nature. And obviously, the first ever 
information I got on the Amur tiger. At that 
time, I had never imagined myself making 
efforts in protecting this magnificent area along 
with Russian, Chinese, German, American, 
English, and Dutch companions. 
I  recall  i t  was around 2000 when Yury 
Darman was trying to make understand on the 
importance of Amur River conservation at every 
occasion he was exposed to. Now, we all could 
see how joint efforts led to development and 
implementation of an integrated programme 

for Amur River conservation and how Amur tiger 
and snow leopard populations and distribution 
ranges have been increased and expanded into a 
territory of China. 
I would like to highlight that these achievements 
are the results of dedicated efforts of not only of 
WWF, but also thousands of warm-hearted people 
and stakeholders. There is a Mongolian proverb 
saying that “Gathered magpies are better than a 
sole tiger” or “Many hands make work easier”.  A 
real example of such work is demonstrated by the 
colleagues of Amur River Programme. 
With this small notice, I would like to extend my 
deepest appreciations to my dear colleagues and 
tell how I am privileged to be part of such a strong 
and dedicated team! Though I’m no more serving 
to WWF, I’m sure our life paths would cross 
again as our hearts are beating forever for nature 
conservation! 
B. Chimed-ochir, the former Director of WWF 
Mongolia Programme Office

A standing ovation for Chimed
WWF Mongolia started with you as a team leader in 1992! With (I was told) a Russian UAZ 
jeep, some rationed petrol and a small team during turbulent time of democratization.  In the 
years to follow WWF Mongolia developed into a highly respected and credible NGO in Mongolia 
among decision makers, bilateral and international donor agencies and for Mongolian partner 
NGOs. If I calculate correctly; the today’s 90 nationally protected areas make up almost 18% of 
Mongolian territory compared to 8% in 1996. And the government is committed to reach 30%. 
This and many other conservation successes can be attributed to the work of you and your team. 
Now, 23 years of professional service for WWF come to an end. My goodbye to you is in the first 
place a heartfelt goodbye from a friend. Our two offices and their staff have a long and fruitful 
history. When I joined WWF Germany in 1998 you were already our partner.  Now we are 
still supporting WWF Mongolia and will surely be committed to engage in further challenges 
together. The doors of WWF Germany will always stay open for you and I am sure we will meet 
again in Germany, your second “Heimat” (you know there is no better word for it in English). 
All my best wishes for your retirement Chimed and “Auf Wiedersehen”. 
Markus Radday Officer of temperate and boreal forests, WWF Germany, Chairman of AHEP
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Pavel Fomenko, one of WWF Russia 
“long-term resident”, biodiversity 
conservation program coordinator, was 
awarded with a Golden Medal of the 
Russian Geographical Society for his 
outstanding efforts in the Amur tiger 
conservation. The Medal was handed 
over by a high official at a ceremony 
dedicated to the Tiger Day. In former 
times, back in late 1800, only four 
such medals were awarded a year. The 
award to an NGO’s staff means that the 
Government recognizes the job done by 
public organizations and rates high the 
results achieved by conservationists. 

Sustained and outstanding efforts awarded (Russia)

Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve in the Russian 
Far East become the latest  global  site 
to receive Conservation Assured |Tiger 
Standards  (CA|TS)  accreditat ion,  the 
highest accolade in tiger conservation site 
management a country can achieve. The 
award was made on the day, when Sikhote-
Alin, a World Heritage Site and unique 
combination of ecosystems in the Primorski 
Region of the Russia’s Far East, celebrates 
80 years as a Nature Reserve. The award 
shows that the sustained efforts of the 
Russian Federation and partners, like WWF, 
have achieved targets set under the 2010 St. 
Petersburg declaration.
More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/
resources/news/article/eng/13658

Russia receives highest tiger protection accolade
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United for Conservation effectiveness

WWF-Mongolia Programme Office welcomes the new Director 
WWF-Mongolia, a leading environmental 
organization in its  scope of  work and 
conservation activities implemented in 
Mongolia makes farewell to Mr.Bazarsad 
Chimed-Ochir  and welcomes the  new 
Director, Mr. Dorjgurkhem Batbold who 
started his new role from September 16, 2015. 
Batbold brings with him more than 20 years' 
experience in natural resource management, 
biodiversity conservation and protected 
area and buffer zone management. He has 

also been closely involved with and has led 
major environmental policy and institutional 
developmental initiatives.
Importantly, Batbold is no stranger to WWF 
Mongolia having been with us from 2001-2003 
and again from 2006-2009 as Conservation 
Director.  His departure for the Ministry of 
Environment in 2009 was a loss for WWF 
Mongolia and so we are extremely pleased that 
he has decided to return “home” to WWF.

Leopards without borders
On September 20, children from Russia and China celebrated Leopard Festival. The International 
Festival “Leopard Keepers” was held in Slavyanka with the support of WWF Russia, Education 
Department of Khasansky District, “Land of the Leopard” National Park and ANO “Far Eastern 
leopards”. Students of 17 eco clubs from Nadezhdinsky and Khasansky Districts’ schools gathered on 
the central square of Slavyanka. The children with their parents from neighboring Wangqing county 
of Jilin Province of China arrived for the big celebration. A costumed carnival, bright theatrical 
performances, craft and gift trade fair, leopard makeup, trainings and master classes for everybody 
were part of the Festival program. 
More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/13690

Teachers from 13 schools of Khasansky and 
Nadezhdinsky Districts, the area of the Land of 
the Leopard National Park, gathered at a seminar 
held by WWF, NP and Primorye wide Institute for 
Teachers’ skills perfection. The seminar focused 
on building relationship between local people and 
the Park’s administration. Local people do not 
have enough information about their rights and 
functions of the PA and teachers can help building a 
bridge between the two parties with the help of kids

Teachers-Kids-Parents, a way to an effective conservation in PAs
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You said Big Cats? 
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First celebrated in 2010, the global tiger day was 
once again celebrated this year in all tiger range 
countries including Amur River Basin.
Wangqing On July 29
For this 5th celebration, WWF China-NE office with 
its partners, faithful to their mission organized a big 
event in Wangqing to celebrate “the return of tiger 
in Northeast China”. During this event, a workshop 
“know your forest” was organized for local kids. 
WWF staff explained to kids the value of forest and 
its inhabitants mainly tiger, leopard and their prey, 
afterwards kids painted trees and stones in the 
forest.   
Some other important events during this celebration 
are the official release of the book “Wild Siberian 
Tiger and Far Eastern Leopard in Jilin Province” 
and the opening of a fully operational deer breeding 
center.
Vladivostok On September 26
The city celebrated the tiger cubs bronze sculpture’s 
birthday. WWF staff organized the tiger quiz 
consisting of 13 questions about the tigers. Tiger 
telehouse was among other attention grabbers. 
Everyone had a chance to answer one question in 
front of the camera “What does a tiger mean to 
you?” These brief interviews will be broadcasted on 
the local TV and WWF site. 
On September 27 over 10 000 brightly dressed kids 
and grownups joined together to parade along the 
main street of the city. 700 tiger passports were 
issued by Pyotr Amurovich, the main hero of the site 
http://en.tigerstrail.ru/
Khabarovsk
About 15 000 people took part in the tiger activities 
with the Tiger Day being the final event. In 
September, over 30 schools participated in different 
contests, quizzes, eco-lessons, flash mobs etc. On 
September 26, on the Tiger Day, over 2000 kids 
and their parents came to the main square to enjoy 
the parade and lots of exhibitions, master classes, 
drawing contests.
Zabaikalsky and Amurskaya Provinces
Students’ brigade on nature conservation BARS 
held an environmental outreach to five villages of 
Amurskaya Province focused on the Amur tiger. It 
took them four days to conduct public opinion poll 
figuring our people attitude towards tigers, holding 
quests and contests among kids, distributing 
stickers and booklets on how to behave when 
encountering tigers in the wild. The data received 
will be taken in account when planning activities on 
tiger conservation in Amurskaya Province.

Jilin province officially release photos of its tigers and 
leopards
During the fifth global tiger day celebration, under 
the support of WWF, Jilin province released its 
book entitled “Wild Siberian Tiger and Far Eastern 
Leopard in Jilin Province”. This book contains 
extracted pictures from camera trap installed in 668 
monitoring sites for the last four years from which 
we can see evidence of tigers returning to China and 
a peak in the number of reproductive population. 
These camera traps were placed in Hunchun-
Wangqing (the southern part of Changbaishan 
Laoyeling) and Dunhua-Huangnihe (the southern 
part of Zhangguangcai ling) with a survey area of 
600km2. Present during the ceremony, WWF CEO, 
Lo Sze Ping praised the good and long cooperation 
between WWF and Ji l in  Province Forestry 

department  but also called for more conservation efforts to provide an effective protection for these 
2 flagship species  in Amur Heilong River Basin therefore making our valuable contribution in the 
construction of an Ecological Civilization in China.

A fully operational deer breeding center in Wangqing
No more prey shortage for tigers!
 Given that low prey density is one of the most serious 
threats to Amur tiger/leopard survival, WWF has made 
prey recovery and protection one of its priorities in tiger 
range area. That is why, a fully operational deer breeding 
center was built in Lanjia Forest Farm. This breeding center 
will serve as source for prey released in the wild. The center 
also has a training facility for rangers where 6 rangers have 
already been trained on deer breeding.
The opening of this deer breeding center has raised the 
interest of potential partners in opening the kind in other 
areas. WWF is closely following the future development 
of this partnership for the betterment of tigers’ prey 
population.

The 5th International Tiger Day 
in Amur River Basin



14 15

When the belt is green

Three rare leather turtles, two of them bought in the 
street market by Samaritans and one was caught by 
fishermen, were released into the wild waters of 
the Amur River. This event was a final step of 
clean-up activities done by ecologists from 
Khabarovsk in August and supported by 
WWF Russia. It is very helpful that 
ordinary people inform specialist 
about such findings and try 
to do all possible to help 
suffering animals

Rare turtles released into the wild in Khabarovsky Province

Mongolian gazelle fitted with GPS satellite collars.
On September 1-4, 2015 a study on Mongolian gazelle movement was carried out in Toson 
Khulstai Nature Reserve (NR), which is located in territories of Khentii and Dornod aimags. 
Jointly carried out by WWF-Mongolia, The Nature Conservancy Mongolia Representative Office, 
Denver Zoological Institute, Ecological Mammal Laboratory of the Institute of Biology under 
the Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Study Centre for Biodiversity and Climate in Germany, and 
Eastern Mongolia Protected Area Administration, the study fitted with collars ten individuals, 
including nine females and one male . This intervention provides an opportunity to collect detailed 
data and information on influential and negative factors on migration and movement of the 
Mongolian gazelle population inhabiting the northern valley of Kherlen River, part of AHEC
Meeting Daurian mountain steppe and Eastern Mongolia Stipa steppe, Toson Khulstai NR has a 
specific ecosystem and provides for calving and grazing areas of Mongolian gazelle. 
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Fighting illegal net fishing in the Amur River basin
Amur environmentalists with the support of WWF Russia 
and HSBC Bank have organized 50 raids to combat illegal 
net fishing in water bodies of Zeya-Bureya Plain, nesting 
grounds of the Oriental stork.
About 10.5 kilometers of confiscated and destroyed fish 
nets, 40 harpoons for fishing, 2.5 thousand of illegally 
caught fish returned to the natural habitat. This is the 
result of three months’ work against illegal fishing 
implemented jointly by staff of the Amur Socio-Ecological 
Union, 'Amur-Taimen” Sport Fishing Club and employees 
of the Federal Fishery Management Agency. 
More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/
news/article/eng/13544

There are many efficient practical approaches to combat with 
illegal hunting. One of them is to establish clubs that are joined 
by the people, who used to engage in this type of hunting. In other 
words, it is an approach to mobilize the people, who engaged 
in poaching, into wildlife conservation efforts. In recent years, 
considerable positive results and clear evidences (best practices) 
are shown by Onon River fishers’ club.  
To individually act and run its operations in the future, the club’s 
board members discussed about an appointment of the club’s 
Executive Director and Mr. B. Bayasgalan, the fishers’ club leader 
of Bayan-adraga soum, was appointed as the Executive Director of 
Onon River Fishers’ Club on majority votes.

New appointment of the Executive Director of Onon River Fishers’ Club 
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Onon-Balj National Park (OBNP) Administration and 
Sohond Biosphere Strictly Protected Area (SPA) jointly 
carry out field studies on rare birds, mammals, and 
plants in OBNP. Under this joint effort, they conducted 
monitoring on very rare and rare birds namely white-
naped crane and great bustard in OBNP areas along the 
state border. According to the researchers, numbers of 
migratory birds occurring in OBNP have been increasing 
lately. For instance, they recorded quite many individuals 
of the Siberian crane, globally endangered, in the park. 
The researchers are also happy with increasing numbers of 
white-naped crane, nesting throughout OBNP according 
to their study and monitoring findings. The researchers 
regard that they will be able to know and determine how 
the bird populations and habitat pressures are changed in 
comparing to those in previous years as the observations 
and monitoring on the rare and endangered birds such 
as the white-naped crane and great bustard are regularly 
conducted within the NP in the future.
This event was reported during the fourth international 
forum on Crane Conservation and Research held 
in Daurian SPA in Russia, where presentations and 
discussions on crane migration, breeding, and distribution 
areas within trans-boundary Protected Area “Source of 
Amur” was done.  

Numbers of migratory birds occurring in OBNP are increasing. 
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Analysis of the illegal logging volume made by WWF experts
Nikolay Patrushev, the secretary of the Security Council of Russia, 
conducted an offsite meeting with the heads of the Far Eastern Federal 
District regions and representatives of the federal ministries. The 
meeting took place in Vladivostok. Measures on how to combat criminal 
activity in forestry were discussed at the meeting. WWF’s experts 
prepared an ad hoc analytical report on illegal turnover of timber and 
proposed structural recommendations on how to solve the problem. 
Following this meeting, the Security Council of Russia put in his agenda 
to conduct an analysis of illegal logging volume of some valuable 
hardwood species.
More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/
eng/13630

Oriental storks counted in the Amur River basin 
Field surveys of the stork number in Amurskaya and 
Evreiskaya Provinces were done by local grassroots, Bagulnik 
and AmurSEU, with the support of WWF and HSBC bank. 
The expeditions were held as part of WWF-Russia and HSBC 
Bank joint project aimed to increase the number of the stork. 
Preliminary survey data proves that the number of Oriental 
stork remains stable in the protected areas. In Evreiskaya 
Province Bagulnik’s staff found 15 newly built nests! The 
general number of acting stork’s nests here is 82, 29 of which 
are located on the transmission towers.

Walking through the evergreen Forest 
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Everlasting memories from Khar Yamaat NR 
To achieve efficient environmental conservation actions in practice, cooperation and support of 
local communities is crucially important. For this purpose, community based organizations (herder 
communities) have been established in Khar Yamaat NR last year. According to the reports by 
the park administration officers, the community members actively take place in environmental 
conservation efforts.  In return, NR management introduce sustainable financial mechanisms such as 
community based tourism.
In last August, four foreign tourists from Belgium visiting Khar Yamaat returned home with great 
satisfaction. 
The park rangers guided the tourists through scenic areas of the NR showed and explained the park’s 
specific features. In addition to scenic areas, the tourists visited a herder family to experience daily 
lifestyle of the nomads. During their field visit, the tourists watched and photographed roe deer with 
its calf.
The visitors expressed their gratitude to the park administration for the tour and shared their 
amazement of the beauty of  Khar Yamaat NR known as “Mountain Island in the Endless Grassland” .

Flight over Onon-Balj National Park 
With support of WWF-Mongolia, Mr. Маtthew Fox, a 
citizen of the USA, worked as a volunteer at Onon-Balj 
National Park (OBNP) Administration on July 01-22, 
2015. During his employment at the park administration, 
he conducted a study on small mammals. During his 
study in OBNP, the volunteer discovered a species of 
vole that might not be recorded before in science. The 
volunteer, Mr. Маtthew Fox, returned home to conduct 
more detailed study on the species including genetic 
analysis for the species definition.
-Interns from universities and colleges come to OBNP 
every year. This summer two students worked as 
interns at the park administration for a month. They 
learned about the methodologies of plant and mammal 
monitoring.  
-Sohond Biosphere Strictly Protected Area (SPA) and 
OBNP Administrations jointly organize annual contests 
under specific topics and mottos for school children. 
In 2015, they announced and organized a contest 
“Motherland of Felidae Family”. Winners of these annual 
contests do visit the Protected Area in an exchange way.    
Contest winners from Russian schools visited OBNP 
in June, 2015, while winners from Mongolian schools 
visited Sohond Biosphere SPA in July.  
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SEA of hydropower impact on Amur completed 
WWF Russia, En+ Group, and EuroSibEnergo have completed a 
comprehensive study on the existing and prospective hydropower 
plants’ impact on the ecosystem and socio-economic development of 
the Amur River basin. The ultimate goal of the strategic assessment 
was to identify hydropower dam location options with the least 
environmental costs for the whole Amur basin and the maximum 
social and economic benefit to the region. More than 30 experts 
presented their reviews of the research.
More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/
eng/13534

Let Economy talks Environment!
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