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IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas honored 
Yury Darman, head of WWF-Russia Amur branch, with 
Fred Packard Award 2012 for great contribution to pro-
tected areas management in the Russian Far East
The International Fred Packard Award is presented to 
specialists for outstanding services and commitment to 
the enhancement of protected areas. It is named by Fred 
Packard, who served as Secretary to the IUCN World 
Commission on Protected Areas in the early 1970-s and 
established this award in recognition of valor.

“Only a person who strongly believes that nature is 
the basis of life on Earth can devote 35 years of his 

life struggling for creation of the network of protected 
areas in the Russian Far East having increased it by 
4,6 million hectares, - said Eugeny Shvarts, director 
of Conservation Policy at WWF Russia. – WWF Russia 
nominated Yury Darman for this prestigious award, 
and we’re happy that he was chosen a laureate. It 
was Yury’s idea to create a protected area within the 
habitat of the Far Eastern leopard. I was not even sure 
myself if we could manage this idea become a reality. 
This year «Land of Leopard» National Park was finally 
established. On the whole 61 new protected areas were 
created within the Amur River basin under Yury’s lead-
ership!”  Russia
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CAPTIVE DEER RELEASED TO RESTORE UNGULATE POPULATION IN CHANGBAI 
MOUNTAIN ON GLOBAL TIGER DAY

More than 30 captive red and sika deer were released 
into the wild on this July 29 in Wangqing Nature 
Reserve, Jilin Province, in a bid to reestablish the food 
chain for wild Amur tigers.

The release is part of a tiger recovery pilot program run 
WWF and the Forestry Department of Jilin Province.
The effort is aimed at restoring the region’s wild Amur ti-
ger population. The deer are expected to attract more the 
Amur tigers to migrate from far eastern Russia to China.
Over the past 50 years the Amur tiger population in 
China dropped from an estimated 200, to just 15 last 
year, due to massive pressure from deforestation, eco-
nomic development and poaching. However, more than 
500 wild tigers live across the border in Russia, accord-
ing to WWF.

A recent WWF-backed survey found that lack of prey 
was a major hurdle in supporting the settlement of 
tigers in Northeast China. The same survey found that 
the number of ungulate animals in the Changbai Moun-
tain area, especially favored prey such as red deer and 
sika deer, is too low to support the recovery of the Amur 
tiger population.

“There is very little prey for the 15 wild Amur tigers 
now living in Changbai Mountain, which limits the 
growth of tiger numbers in China. We believe that 
releasing deer will help recovery efforts. Increasing the 

breeding population of the prey will restore the food 
supply chain and help attract the settlement of Siberia 
tigers in the long run,” said Fan Zhiyong, director of 
WWF China’s species program.

Fan said WWF will not stop working on this project 
until wild tigers have an adequate food supply.
WWF’s survey found the density of red deer and wild 
boar is only 0.3 per square kilometer in Changbai 
Mountain, less than half the number in neighboring 
Russia’s Far East region that has a far healthier tiger 
population.

Dr. Jiang Guangshun, the former WWF tiger conserva-
tion program offi cer and senior researcher from North-
east Forestry University, who has engaged in wild tiger 
research for decades, had high praise for the project.
“It is a great chance for China to attract wild tigers 
back home because we have not seen them since the 
1970s. And we want them to settle down in China, not 
roam around the border,” said Jiang.

He is also backed by Zhu Jiang, head of WWF China’s 
Northeast Offi ce. Zhu told China Daily that this initial 
trial would help create the conditions needed to support 
the survival of at least one female tiger in the Wangqing 
area. The presence of a tigress can help in getting tigers 
to settle in an area.
China

© Zhang Ke. Opening gate for deer

© WWF China. Sika deer get out of the fence 
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NEW TECHNOLOGY ADOPTED FOR TIGER 
CONSERVATION

From September 10 to 13, Dr Jiang Guangshun, the 
former WWF tiger conservation offi cer, on behalf of 
WWF and the Feline Research Center of State Forestry 
Administration, participated JMP Discovery Summit in 
the United States to share tiger conservation achievement 
through footprint identifi cation technique (FIT) devel-
oped in JMP, an in-memory, desktop application, with 
interactive data visualization.

According to Dr. Jiang, FIT can help scientist and conser-
vationist identify individual tiger by analyzing the image 
of tiger’s footprint in the snow. This technique will help 
conservationist in China to confi rm the population of 
wild Amur tiger and tiger’s migration between China and 
Russia if it could be applied in Russia Far East.

Dr. Jiang’s presentation won applause during the summit 
and all the audiences are waiting for good news of tiger 
conservation from Northeast China.
China

©  WWF-China. Tiger conservation in JMP summit

RARE FLORA AND FAUNA SPECIES 
RECOGNIZED AS STRATEGICALLY 
IMPORTANT RESOURCES

A List of strategically important products and resources 
illegal transportation of which will be regarded as con-
traband will come into force on September 29. The List 
has been approved by the Russian Government
WWF considers this as a serious step towards rare fl ora 
and fauna species conservation and calls the Russian 
Government to proceed.

According to the Decree signed by Dmitry Medvedev 
on September 13 all rare fl ora and fauna species which 
are listed under CITES and included in the Russian Red 
Data Book fall under article 226.1 of the Criminal Code 
of Russia. Those willing to enrich oneself smuggling 
rare plants and animals will be imprisoned for 3 or 7 
years and fi ned up to 1 million rubles (which is about 33 
000 USD). In some cases the punishment could be as 
severe as 5—10 or 7—12 years of imprisonment.

“Customs inspectors and nature conservation organi-
zations have been waiting with patience for this Decree 
to be signed, comments Sergei Aramilev, biodiver-
sity conservation program coordinator at WWF Russia 
Amur branch. — With adoption of Strategy for Tiger 
Conservation in 2010 the Russian Government has 
made considerable commitments to stiffen punishment 
for smuggling rare and endangered species but no 
positive steps have been done since then. And at long 
last it happened.”

“We are encouraged to know that for the fi rst time 
over decades the List recognizes traffi cking of rare 
wildlife products as contraband of animals and plants 
and not as non-specifi c items of goods. In general, the 
new regulations prescribe more severe punishment. 
For instance, before, a person smuggling several tiger 
skins had to pay about 3 000 — 10 000 USD, now —  
3—7 years of imprisonment.”
WWF thinks that this measure is an effective one but 
not complete.

“We hope that the Russian Government will continue 
to increase the legislation pressure for smuggling rare 
species. Next step will be establishing of criminal pen-
alty for smuggling of rare species not involved in com-
mercial trade such as tigers and leopard regardless of 
the quantity and the cost of the traffi cked animals or 
plants, adds Sergei Aramilev.
Russia
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STUDY TOUR TO SOUTH AFRICA FOR IMPROVING AMUR TIGER CONSERVATION 

August 19 to 29, WWF organized a study tour for local 
partners in Jilin Province to South Africa to improve 
Amur tiger conservation management. The visitors 
included offi cials from Jilin Forestry Department and 
the Committee of Development & Reform as well as 
expert from the Feline Research Center of State Forestry 
Administration.

In South Africa, the visitors visited six nature reserves, 
including Kruger National Park. They also visited a college 
which is specially established for rangers from all of Africa.

The host held series of workshops to introduce South 
Africa’s experience in conservation management, such 
as anti-poaching for rhino protection, conservation and 
indigenous culture, coordination between conservation 
and tourism, etc. 

With the study tour, Mr. Yu Changchun, the offi cial from 
Jilin Forestry Department, suggests that Jilin Province 
should improve its tiger and leopard conservation in con-
struction of facilities for rescue, capture and transport as 
well as improving the training to the rangers and estab-
lishing a training center in Hunchun Nature Reserve.
He also suggests to encourage eco-tourism under the ©  WWF China. Group photo of South Africa study tour

principle of harmony with the nature and wildlife with 
minimization of the impact to the environment.

A good news also came from Jilin Development & Re-
form Committee that Jilin Changbaishan Tiger/leopard 
Conservation Work Plan will be approved within 2012, 
which means that tiger conservation will be offi cially 
brought into Jilin’s provincial strategic social and eco-
nomic development plan.
China

On September 10, Primorsky Province vice-governor 
Sergei Sidorenko has hosted a meeting on the Amur tiger 
conservation in the region. Representatives of all govern-
mental bodies responsible for nature protection partici-
pated in the meeting as well as two biodiversity conserva-
tion program coordinators from WWF. 

Current status of tiger protection, fi nancial issues were 
discussed with a thorough attention given to the latest 
seizure of 8 tiger skins. It was stressed that since the 
Tiger Summit held in St.-Petersburg in 2010 practically 
nothing has changed. The most important is that the 
governmental fi nancing stays minimal. Last year the Gov-
ernment has allocated about 10 000 USD (!!!) for rare 
species conservation. 

WWF proceeds support Hunting Departments of Primor-
sky and Khabarovsky Provinces providing operational 
groups with specialized equipment for large predators 
immobilization as part of the program to reduce confl icts 
between tigers and humans. WWF continues to moni-
tor criminal cases on several seizures of tiger skins and 
derivates. A case on tiger killing in Khasansky district in 
the fall 2010 is closing soon. 

An Education Center at the Border Guard School of the 
Federal Security Service will be open soon thanks to 
fi nancial, technical and information support provided 
by WWF. 
Russia

A MEETING AT THE PRIMORSKY PROVINCE ADMINISTRATION
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EVALUATION CONDUCTED FOR ONON—BALJ NATIONAL PARK 

Evaluation on management effectiveness of protected 
area, using internationally recognized methodology has 
been conducted to review the work of the Onon-Balj 
National Park Administration and improve its effective-
ness. This evaluation is the second one. The last year’s 
evaluation was conducted using methodology of 2003 
and the team consisted of a few people. This time, it 
used an improved methodology of 2007 and the team 
comprised from 12 evaluators. 

The fi ndings showed that fi re, habitat defragmentation, 
decreases in water level, shrinking of rivers and springs 
are the most important threats to biodiversity of this 
National Park. 

The results revealed that management effectiveness 
has been increased upto 64.6% compared to 56.3% in 
2011, showing an improvement of 8.3 percent within 
one year. In terms of fi nancial, planning, and tourism 
related effectiveness have been increased by 17-33% 
compared to 2011 results. However, the staff productiv-
ity showed a decrease due to the overload of work per 
offi cer being in charge of 3-4 different tasks, and the 
area under protection per ranger is twice more than it 
suppose to be. 

Therefore it is necessary to add the number of environ-
mental workers and staff at the protection administra-
tion. Also, it is needed to ensure the sustainability of 

© WWF Russia

STUDENTS’ BRIGADE ON NATURE PROTECTION VISITED BADZHAL

Staff of the Komsomolsky Nature Reserve and students 
of the Nizhne-Amurskaya Ecological Inspection with the 
support of WWF have conducted an outreach campaign 
in the villages adjacent to the Badzhalsky Refuge. Since 
last year the refuge has been supervised by the Komso-
molsky Nature Reserve.

The expedition to make good contacts with local people 
was held in September in Dzhamku and Amgun villages 
located close to the Refuge. Two educational programs 
— Fire Fighting and Protected Areas — were presented 
to the school kids, among adults leafl ets with the 
Refuge-related information were disseminated.

The main focus of the expedition was a questionnaire of 
the local people. 165 persons were questioned. The survey 
showed that 78% of respondents are well informed about 
the Refuge and its functions, 48% are alarmed with the 
environmental situation in the area especially with forest 
fi res and logging operations. In Dzhamku, participants of 
the expedition have erected an information banner telling 

funding, develop and implement business plan, improve 
the legal environment for the protection efforts. In addi-
tion, it was seen that it is necessary to improve the part-
nership with local people, CBOs and companies, who 
run business in the protected area or in its buffer zone. 
It was noted by the evaluation team that there is a lack 
of understanding at different levels, due to no detailed 
environmental and economic assessment has been car-
ried out and no suffi cient educational and communica-
tion activities have been held in these areas.  
Mongolia

© WWF Mongolia

people about the Refuge and information boards along 
the south border of the protected area.

We hope that contacts made during the trip will help 
protect the nature together with people living nearby.  
Russia

©  WWF Russia. Questioning of local people
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RECORD AMOUNT OF AMUR TIGER SKINS 
SEIZED IN PRIMORYE

Over a short period of time Primorsky Province enforce-
ment agencies in cooperation with WWF Russia staff 
have planned and conducted an operation to detain 
criminals involved in wildlife resources trade in Province.

The operation was based on previously received and 
thoroughly checked information.Local Policemen De-
partment has been informed that one of the citizens of 
Arseniev (a small city in central Primorye) deals with 
buying wild-growing plants and Amur tiger derivates.

Thanks to the high skills of the policemen a suspect was 
caught off his guard. 8 tiger skins, 1, 4 kilograms of wild 
ginseng, about 100 bottled in vodka ginseng roots, pelts 
of mink, otter, and fox were revealed hidden in refrig-
erators and closets. Also, 150 rifle cartridges and around 
150 000 USD were disclosed.

“This is quite a shocking amount! Preliminary exami-
nation of the seized wildlife products drive us to the 
conclusion that the suspect was engaged in buying and 
reselling focusing on China domestic market, com-
ments Sergei Aramilev, biodiversity conservation 
program coordinator at WWF Russia Amur branch. – 
Tiger population has suffered a severe loss as the skins 
detained belong to a tiger male, two female, one young 
tiger of an unknown sex, and to four cubs one of which 
is only 1-2 months old. The number of tigers killed was 
probably higher as no skins of nursing females were 
revealed but one of the killed cubs was suckling. It 
means that more female were killed and sold. If to take 
into account that, for example, only on 120 000 hectares 
of the Lazovsky Nature Reserve 8-11 tigers roam then 
theoretically poachers have destroyed the tiger group 
of the same size on the same area. It is still unknown 
for how long the suspect was buying skins but it is clear 
that they have come from different districts of Primorye. 
Interrogation faces not easy task – to define the whole 
chain of people involved in the criminal business.”

“This is the biggest shipment of the Amur tiger skins 
seized by enforcement bodies since perestroika. At the 
same time the existence of such a huge lot of derivates 
indicates that the demand on tigers first from China 
and second from so-called new Russians remains 
high,” comments Pavel Fomenko, biodiversity con-
servation program coordinator at WWF Russia Amur 
branch.

Right away the investigation is being run after which no 
sooner than in ten days the suspect will be charged.
Russia

©  WWF Russia

©  WWF Russia
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RUSSIA AND GERMANY: COOPERATION ON CLIMATE STABILIZATION AND CONSERVATION 
OF KOREAN PINE FORESTS WITHIN THE RANGE OF THE AMUR TIGER

On 18th September, the Russian-German Symposium 
“Forest climate projects of the Russian Far East: inno-
vative mechanisms for sustainable development” took 
place in Khabarovsk. WWF and the Far Eastern Forest 
Management Research Institute (DalNIILKH) were 
organizers and initiators of the event. 

Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Fed-
eration, the Ministry of Economic Development and 
Trade, Federal Forestry Agency (Rosleskhos), Sber-
bank of Russia, Far Eastern regional divisions of Ro-
sleskhoz and the Natural Resource Use Control Agency 
(Rosprirodnadzor), the Administrations of Khabarovsky, 
Primorsky and Evreiskaya Provinces, the Forestry Agen-
cies from these provinces, the Institute of Economic 
Research of the Far Eastern branch of the Russian 
Academy of Science, Primorskaya Agricultural Acad-
emy, federal forest inventory and analysis organizations 
Roslesinforg and Dallesproject were among Russian 
participants. Regional businessmen such as the leasers 
of nut harvesting zones and processers of Korean pine 
nuts are participating, as well as the Association of In-
digenous Peoples of Primorsky Province, the indigenous 
peoples’ enterprise “Tiger” and WWF Russia.

Representatives of the Federal Ministry for the Envi-
ronment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety of 
Germany (BMU), German Development Bank (KfW), 
the consulting company GFA ENVEST and WWF Ger-
many were among participants from Germany.

The symposium was devoted to the Russian-German 
cooperation in climate stabilization and nature protec-
tion. The focus was on the results of the pathbreaking 
Bikin River Basin climate project, the first ever imple-
mented in the Russian Far East within the framework 
of the Kyoto protocol. The project is aimed at conser-
vation of large massifs of intact forests in the Bikin 
River Basin that are key habitats for the Amur tiger. 
This project was launched in 2009 by WWF Russia and 
WWF Germany in Primorsky Province in partnership 
with the indigenous peoples’ enterprise “Tiger” and 
financed by the Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety of Germany 
(BMU) and German Development Bank (KfW) within 
the framework of the International Climate Initiative of 
the German Government.

 “As the forests of the Bikin River Basin sequester sig-
nificant amounts of CO2 and play an important role in 
the mitigation of climate change,  this project has been 
supported as part of the International Initiative of the 
German Government on global climate stabilization, 
comments Yury Darman, head of WWF-Russia Amur 

branch. – The received funds were used to cover pay-
ments for the conservation concession as well as devel-
opment of forest inventory and a management plan, 
forest fire prevention measures and anti-poaching 
activities, the construction of facilities for collection 
and processing of non-timber forest products. And 
most importantly, all necessary documentation for 
receiving carbon credits as part of the Kyoto Protocol 
was prepared for the first time.”

Due to the success of joint Russia-Germany efforts, the 
BMU and KfW launched at the World Tiger Forum (St-
Petersburg, November 21-24, 2010) a new large scale 
project on conservation of Korean pine forests in the 
Amur tiger habitats, which was started in August 2011 
in Primorsky, Khabarovsky and Evreiskaya Provinces. 
Thus, the Russian-Germany Climate Initiative is help-
ing to implement the Kyoto Protocol, and simultane-
ously conserving valuable ecosystems, biodiversity and 
traditional natural resource use by local communities.
«As part of the partnership between Russia and Germa-
ny the Bikin Pilot Project enables the development of 
innovative market mechanisms for nature protection by 
means of biodiversity conservation and climate stabili-
zation, – says Juergen Keinhorst, head of the division 
for cooperation with Eastern European countries of the 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conser-
vation and Nuclear Safety of Germany (BMU).

On July 17, 2011 in the course of bilateral negotia-
tions between Angela Merkel and Dmitry Medvedev 
a Memorandum of Understanding on support for the 
project «Protection of virgin forests of the Bikin River 
to reduce climate change impact (The Russian Far 
East)» was signed, So, the Bikin Project has received 
support at high levels of the government, thus provid-
ing possibilities for international financial assistance 
for conservation of intact forests.

At the Symposium mechanisms for nature protection 
and regional development were discussed that have 
perspective for conservation of Korean pine forests in 
the range of the Amur tiger in Khabarovsky, Primorsky 
and Evreiskaya Provinces. Special attention is being 
paid to the roles of the Bikin and Korean Pine Projects 
in fulfilling the commitments Russia has made for tiger 
conservation. There was also discussion on develop-
ment of legislation on climate and carbon markets in 
Russia, complex and sustainable use of Korean pine 
forests, the importance of Koran pine harvesting zones 
for the local economy, establishing new forest protected 
areas and improving management of the existing pro-
tected areas.
Russia
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ECO EXPEDITIONS IN KHABAROVSKY PROVINCE

Two expeditions organized in August with the support 
of WWF were conducted in the Tiul`— Shaman Moun-
tains which is on the left bank of the Amur River in 
Khabarovsky Province. Experts from the Russian Academy 
of Science and non-governmental environmental organiza-
tions have studied large massifs of intact forests located in 
territories leased by REF Group forestry holding. 

RFP Group being one of the largest forestry holding in 
the Russian Far East with leased areas in Khabarovsky 
and Primorsky Provinces took part in FSC process in 
2010. Delineation and protection of high conservation 
value forests is one of the necessary conditions to get 
FSC certificate.  

The Tiul`—Shaman Mountain Range in Ulchsky district 
has become a study area of the first expedition. The area 
is regarded as the last “island” of temperate forests sur-
rounded by boreal flora. The aim of the field work was 
to prepare feasibility study for a planned Shaman-Yai 
Nature Refuge.

Vast forested areas were lost in catastrophic forest fires 
in late 90th and early 2000th. Tiul`—Shaman has suf-
fered least thus becoming an important refuge for biodi-

On July 11, deputy head of Primorsky Province Forestry 
Department signed an order with official approval of 
the forest management plan prepared by the Institute of 
Forestry of the Primorskaya Agricultural Academy. 

This is a joint project of the Academy, WWF Russia and 
METRO. WWF Russia supported the restoration and 
construction of infrastructure on the territory of nursery 
– storage for the seeds, fencing, a guest house, a green-
house, purchasing of the equipment, work clothing, 
garden tools.

All seeds collected last fall have been planted and at the 
moment in the tree nursery we have 100 000 sprouts of 
Korean pine, 900 of Manchurian fir, 300 of Amur cork 
tree etc. 

Growing of Japanese yaw will start this fall. The seeds 
will be collected in Primorsky Province; it is planned to 
buy the seeds in China.
Russia

OUR JOINT FUTURE FOREST

versity of the low Amur and a guarantor for restoration 
of ecological equilibrium in the region.

The second expedition was held in Khabarovsky and 
Amurskaya Provinces on the left bank of Amur. Here 
temperate Korean pine-broadleaved forests border 
with boreal coniferous taiga. Over 600 core samples of 
Korean pines and fir were collected which will enable 
experts to determine their real age and define tenden-
cies in a tree growth for the landscape. 

“All natural intact forest formations typical for the 
south left banks of Amur are presented in the RFP 
Group leased areas. It will enable us to delineate a 
network of HCVF which will provide protection of the 
whole biodiversity spectrum in the region”, comments 
Brian Milakovsky, forest project coordinator at WWF 
Russia Amur branch. 

“We hope for the future cooperation with RFP Group 
specialists to find a reasonable compromise to ensure 
maximal protection of valuable ecosystems with mini-
mal economical damage to the enterprise”. 
Russia
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TIGER WEEK MARCHING ALONG CITIES AND 
VILLAGES OF THE RUSSIAN FAR EAST

Tiger Day which was born back in 2000 in Vladivostok is 
traditionally celebrated in late September in many cities 
and villages of the Russian Far East. WWF is one of the 
organizers and co-sponsors of the event from the very 
beginning. 

The dwellers of the Bikin River basin were the first ones 
to celebrate Tiger Day on September 20. Students of 
Krasny Yar and Sobolinoye villages marched in parade 
along the streets of their national settlements and had a 
performance at the school stage afterwards. 

On September 23 the marathon continued in Chuguevka 
settlement – the delegations from 16 schools came here 
for the regional Tiger Day. Chuguevka dwellers have 
being preparing for their holiday since the beginning of 
the semester. They worked out the Decree on Holiday 
together with the district administration, conducted con-
tests of paintings, handmade souvenirs and photos about 
the beauty of Ussuriiskaya taiga. They also decorated the 
school square with tiger drawings and marched in carni-
val procession along the village main street. 

On September 24, the week of tiger events was opened in 
Blagoveschensk in Amurskaya oblast. At the “Ecological 
Street” schoolchildren happily painted their faces with 
aqua grim and took pictures with almost a real tiger.

The city of Vladivostok celebrated Tiger Day on Septem-
ber 30. WWF column has united the most active sup-
porters of the nature conservation projects, among which 
were the volunteers of the action “Plant a Forest for 
Leopards” who planted a million Korean pine saplings 
in the Land of Leopard in 2011-2012. The nature protec-
tion brigade from Chuguevka village - the winners of 
tiger contests has joined WWF team and marched in the 
parade along the main street of Vladivostok.

During the holiday WWF pavilion has surprised the tiger 
supporters with an interesting interactive program such 
as an all-prize lottery where every participant could win a 
small prize and “Draw a stripped one” master class from 
the children art studio.
Russia

© WWF Russia 
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TRANS BOUNDARY COOPERATION IS PROMOTED BY CHILDREN OF TWO COUNTRIES 

Many interesting activities were organized within the 
trans-boundary cooperation between Sohond Biosphere 
Protected Area of Russia and Onon-Balj National Park 
in Mongolia. Within this partnership, the international 
drawing contest was organized twice during 2011-2012. 

The contest was first organized in 2011 under the theme 
on “Cheerful spring birds” with the aim to improve ecol-
ogy education of school children and develop positive 
attitude towards the nature and wildlife conservation. 
Winners of the contest were awarded with an opportunity 
to travel in  Sohondo Biosphere Protected Area of Russia 
for five days. This year the contest was organized by two 
nominations: art and poem under the theme “Forest is 
our life”. 

Winners of the contest are awarded with opportunities 
to take part in study tour to sightseeing of Dadal soum of 
Khentii aimag, Agats River research site, and visited to 
Museum of Chingis Khaan’s childhood, Museum of local 
wildlife and Onon-Balj National Park. 

In this travel, which happened during July 30 to August 
4 took part five children from Mongolia and seven from 
Russia. The study tour was also accompanied by officers 
and rangers of Administration of Onon-Balj National 
Park, who offered a special session on wildlife in Onon-
Balj. The study tour was very much liked by the students 
and they noted that youth should be in primary front of 
environmental conservation.
Mongolia

TRANS BOUNDARY 
COOPERATION

© WWF Mongolia

© WWF Mongolia

© WWF Mongolia © WWF Mongolia



11

Amur-heilong eco-region complex e-newsletter, Issue # 25

© WWF Mongolia

TRANS BOUNDARY 
COOPERATION

in Heilongjiang Province. In this connection the par-
ticipants suggested to the Administration of Primorsky 
Province to take urgent measures for creation of Sred-
neussuriisky Provincial Refuge. It was also proposed to 
urgently create protected zones around nature reserves 
and national parks within the tiger and leopard home 
range. It was also recommended to strongly restrict 
hunting on ungulates on the territories of hunting 
estates within tiger and leopard habitat especially in the 
Russia-China border zone.

An International seminar “Monitoring and 
protection of tiger and leopard” was also a part of 
the Forum. It was organized by WWF and UNESCAP 
Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia.

Signed Protocol on Sino-Russian transboundary coop-
eration on Amur tiger and Far Eastern leopard conser-
vation and their habitat protection has become the main 
result of the joint work of Russian and Chinese experts. 

The Feline Research Center of the State Forestry Ad-
ministration (SFA) of China and WWF Russia Amur 
Branch were appointed as coordinators for the future 
partnership exchange of knowledge and experience, col-
lection of data on tiger and leopard, and trainings.

At the final meeting the members of the united Sino-
Russian expert group discussed the plan of further joint 
work on leopard research and restoration of Changbais-
han and Wandashan populations of the Amur tiger. In 
addition to the agreement on cooperation between Jilin 
and Primorsky Provinces, the agreement was reached to 
sign the analogous document with Heilongjiang Prov-
ince for the creation of transboundary nature reserve 
basing on Sredneussuriisky Wildlife Refuge – ecological 
corridor for tiger between Russia and China on Strel-
nikov mountain range – Wandashan mountain range.
Russia

RUSSIA AND CHINA: TIGERS AND LEOPARDS KNOW NO BORDERS

©  WWF Russia

Transboudary research, protection and restoration of 
tiger and leopard populations in Changbaishan and 
Wandashan regions were discussed at the International 
Forum «Nature Without Borders» in Vladivostok which 
took place on 19 July in Vladivostok. At the initiative 
of WWF Russia a delegation from China became one of 
the honored guests and participants of the Forum. The 
delegation consisted of representatives from the Feline 
Research Center of the State Forestry Administration of 
China (SFA), the State Forestry administrations of Jilin 
and Heilongjiang provinces, experts WWF China.

At «Transboundary and conservation of bio-
diversity» section experts from Russia, China and 
Korea discussed the issues of conservation and restora-
tion of Changbaishan and Wandashan tiger and leopard 
populations. It was noted that thanks to the joint efforts 
of China and Russia population status and habitat pro-
tection of leopards had been improved.

“The «Land of the Leopard» National Park (jointly ad-
ministrated with Kedrovaya Pad Nature Reserve) was 
recently established in Russia, and in China the terri-
tory of the Wanqing Wildlife Refuge was expanded and 
the «Suiyang» Nature Reserve was created. Thus, to-
gether with Hunchun National Reserve a united trans-
boundary protected area including 5 nature reserves, 
wildlife refuges and national parks with an overall 
area of 5 thousand square kilometers was created. It is 
suitable for regular existence of 70-100 leopards and 
for a group of 25-30 tigers,” comments Yury Darman, 
PhD, director of WWF Russia Amur branch.

The participants exchanged experience in tiger, leopard 
and ungulate monitoring. The unique experience of 
leopard inventory using multi-year camera trap moni-
toring method generated great interest amongst Fo-
rum participants. This method was presented by WCS, 
WWF, the Institute of Geography and the Biological Soil 
Institute of the Far Eastern branch of Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences. Using the method these organizations 
created unique profiles for 80 different leopards. It is 
proposed to extend the activities on leopard monitoring 
with camera traps and genetic analysis methods across 
the whole home range in order to provide a comprehen-
sive leopard inventory of all individuals. The decision 
was made to facilitate the organization of regular tiger 
and leopard monitoring in the Russia-China border 
zone.

The necessity of strengthening cooperation between 
Russia and China for protection of the ecological cor-
ridor in the Strelnikov-Wandashan mountain range was 
highlighted. The main condition for this is the establish-
ment of Sredneussuriisky Provincial Wildlife Refuge in 
Primorsky Province and Dongfanghong Nature Reserve 
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SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE PROGRAM LAUNCHED IN SONGYUAN, JILIN PROVINCE

September 3, a sustainable agriculture program, jointly 
initiated by WWF, the Coca-Cola Company and Car-
gill, was launched in Bodu village, Songyuan City, Jilin 
Province.

WWF expects the program could help local farmer to 
improve corn yields by 20% with environment-friendly 
farming practice, including reducing waste (harvest, post-
harvest) by 10-15%, conserving water and reducing the 
overall environmental impact (e.g., carbon footprint reduc-
tions from fertilizer optimization) of farming in Songyuan.
Cargill has direct connections to farmers in Songyuan 
based on its current business there. Beyond these con-
nections, Cargill would bring technical expertise to the 
table through its global Ag Optimizers program, a farmer 
outreach program. Cargill also brings learnings and project 
management expertise from the successful programs 
led by them on other commodities in other geographies. 
Building on the successful elements of existing programs 
elsewhere will be key to this effort.

The Coca-Cola Company will bring resources to the table 
as well as the “demand” for improved sustainable prac-
tices. Making the connection with farmers that their corn 

ends up in Coca-Cola beverages and touches consumers 
will be part of the educational component. 
WWF will lend its expertise to the effort, aiding in the 
development of the educational curriculum that commu-
nicates to farmers the value of improving their practices. 
WWF will also facilitate relationship building with the 
local and regional governments, NGOs, academic profes-
sionals, and other stakeholders to help foster community 
engagement and expand the project’s scope to a regional 
level.

Songyuan, China, is in the Jilin province, one of the largest 
corn-growing areas in China, producing around 17 million 
tons of corn per year (Jilin is about the size of Nebraska). 
Cargill buys approximately 1 million tons from 50-60,000 
farmers in Songyuan. The Coca Cola Company’s HFCS 
business with Cargill in China equates to around 20% of 
this number.  Jilin Province is located in the Amur Hei-
long River Basin, a priority ecoregion for WWF because it 
provides a home to the endangered Amur tiger and Amur 
leopard as well as the Siberian crane and other endangered 
crane species. Songyuan City is adjacent to the Songhua 
River, the Amur Heilong’s largest tributary. 
China

It is always nice to feel good and get benefits after doing 
something altogether by a team. Community based organi-
zation (CBO) in Onon river basin showed real advantages 
of working together resulted in improved livelihood. The 
main gathering of CBOs, where they are provided an op-
portunity to show what they have done, their future plans 
and share their experiences, is “CBO development” festi-
val. The festival is organized annually starting 2010. This 
year the festival was organized under the theme “Properly 
used resources are a key for community development”. 
Also, this year, the festival was jointly organized by Khentii 
aimag Governor’s Office and Department of Environment 
and Tourism together with Harvest day in the autumn 
“One town and one product” of Khentii aimag during Sep-
tember 14-15 at Undurkhaan city. The best CBOs of seven 
soums of the Onon River basin and eight women’s groups 
were participated in the festival.  The festival programme 
included a session to identify the best CBOs and best prod-
ucts, and organization of exhibition  of unique products.

Twenty one CBOs of 7 soums were participated in the com-
petition of best CBOs and out of them “Delger Onon” CBO 
of Binder soum became a winner and received one million 

MNT award.  The “Tsagaan dev” CBO of Bayan-Uul soum 
has won the second place award and received 800 thou-
sand MNT project implementation certificate and “Shinest 
Onon” CBO of Bayan-Adraga soum received 600 thousand 
MNT project implementation certificate as they has won 
the third place. Also, the special price of 300 thousand 
MNT project implementation certificate was given to the 
“Tsagaan bulag” CBO of Dadal soum,  “Khan Uul” CBO of 
Norovlin soum, “Tsagaan Uzuur” CBO of Batshireet soum 
and “Bayan-Ulziit” CBO of Umnudelger soum. 

COMMUNITY BASED ORGANIZATIONS DISPLAYED TO THE PUBLIC 
WHAT THEY HAVE DONE AND CREATED 

© WWF Mongolia

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT
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 Additionally, over 200 brand products were nominated 
for competition of the best product award and 11 brand 
products of Onon River basin won the first price, which 
demonstrates the results of 3-year efforts of WWF-Mon-
golia in this basin. During the festival, people were very 
much interested in and purchased the goods produced by 
the members of CBOs. ”We saw that it is always possible 
to have a great achievements if people work together and 
it  is also possible to have best innovative ideas if there is a 
great commitment” said a member of the CBOs. According 
to the officials, CBOs had a sale of about 60 million MNT 
equal to 43000 USD. Furthermore, open discussions were 
organized during the festival on achievements of CBOs, 
lessons learned, challenges and issues related to their 
further of CBOs. Comments and recommendations of the 
discussions will be submitted to the relevant officials of the 

© WWF Mongolia

© WWF Mongolia

© WWF Mongolia

LOCALS TAKE MORE AND MORE OWNERSHIP OF THEIR HOMELAND 

There are several different ways to fight with illegal fishing. 
One of them is establishing a club involving people who 
do fishing.  In other words, it would ensure the protec-
tion by themselves who did illegal fishing in the past. This 
approach is proven to be effective from multi-year efforts. 
Examples of clubs in the underlying soums of Onon River 
basin start to demonstrate successful results. It is always 
not enough to advocate them to protect fish. Instead, it is 
beneficial to increase their knowledge and improve their 
skills. Within this approach, capacity building and edu-
cational activities were organized for members of soums 
fishermen’s club of Onon River basin on legal rights of 
members and their empowerment in order to maintain fu-
ture sustainability of the clubs. A workshop was organized 
in Bayan-Adraga soum of Khentii aimag during September 
7-9 and attended by 60 people involving members of the 
clubs, environmental inspection officers, tourist guides of 
“Nomadic Journeys” Co Ltd, and staff of WWF. First day 
of the workshop, there was a free discussion. The second 
day was dedicated to introduce activities of Sport Fishing 
at Onon River and practice sport fishing at the site. Also, 

they visited to Nomadic Journey” Co, Ltd and introduced 
their sport fishing activities. 

Participants gained knowledge about the new Law on 
fauna, passed in June 2012 which would help them to 
properly deal with any issues and conflicts they may face. 
The training methodology was different than the previous 
ones, which was mainly one teaches and others listened. 
Participants reviewed the current situation of the soum in 
illegal fishing and developed recommendations for future 
improvement and planning. Also, concrete decisions 
were made in the area of observation, research, monitor-
ing strategy and planning after thorough discussion. One 
important event during the workshop was to agree to 
establish “Fishermen’s club of Onon River” and elected 
Board members and Leader of the club as well as devel-
oped the by-law’s draft. Furthermore, discussion about 
next meeting has been agreed with Governors of all soums 
about communicating the message on Onon River, “Home 
for Тaimen” and continuation of those efforts. 
Mongolia

aimag authority and other decision makers. The festival, 
which became one of the important events in the commu-
nity, ended with successful deliverables. 
Mongolia

© WWF Mongolia© WWF Mongolia

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT
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CARPENTER TRAINING ORGANIZED JOINTLY WITH TV PROGRAMME 
“I WISH IT IS NOT A DREAM”  

With the initiative and support of WWF-Mongolia, 
carpenter training has been organized during July 24-
29, which was highly appreciated by the community. 
Director of Vocational Training center together with his 
experts, teachers, engineers and technicians of the center 
have led this training session. 10 citizens of Bayan-Uul 
soum of Dornod aimag have improved their carpenter 
skills and practiced applying construction material tech-
nology. Those trainees are residents who were granted 
project funds from WWF. Participants were very happy 
for what they have learned during the training. 

It was not just a practice work, the most important part 
was they used their new skills to do something good for 
others during the training. They built very nice house to 
Badamgarav, who is a citizen of Bayan-Uul soum during 
the training practice. 

It was jointly organized with TV9 nationwide TV chan-
nel named “I wish it is not a dream”, which is committed 
to help poor and assistance needed people and build a 
house for them. At the closing of this small project, direc-
tor of the Vocational Training center Mr. Lkhagvasuren 
said ”Today we witness very memorable event for our 
grey-haired Badamgarav’s life. It is actually everyone’s 
dream to have a new house and improve their living condi-
tion. Then this dream of Badamgarav has come true as a 
result of initiatives of WWF staff, Citizen’s Representa-
tive’s Khural of Bayan-Uul soum, Governor’s Office. Very 
nice house has built as a result of many people’s involve-
ment and contribution by their skills, mind and soul in it.” 
Mongolia © WWF Mongolia

© WWF Mongolia

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT

        

 

CONTACTS

WWF China                                           WWF Mongolia  WWF Russia  

Ming Yang             Khulan M             Yulia Fomenko

myang@wwfchina.org           khulan@wwf.mn            yfomenko@wwf.ru


