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«AND ONLY RUSSIA IS STILL
CAPABLE TO IMPRESS BY RICHES
OF THE NATURAL HERITAGE TODAY.
TO SAVE UP THIS WONDERFUL
NATURE — HERE IS A CHANCE
TO SURVIVE TO THE FUTURE
GENERATIONS»HRH PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH
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SCOPE

1 273 federal and 124,000
regional PAs
2 Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) is a system
of voluntary certification
that ensures environmental, social and economic
responsibility of forest use.
Supporting and promoting this standard WWF
also aims at ensuring the
adequate quality of the
standard.
6

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
The Russian Federation has a unique
geographical position, being situated
both in Europe and Asia, including
almost a half of the Arctic and covering 8 biogeographical zones. The
country is rich in biodiversity at the
ecosystem level. 19 terrestrial, freshwater and marine Global 200 Ecoregions are situated in Russia.
The following data also illustrate the state of
biodiversity in Russia:
• About 65% of territory harbours non-transformed unfragmented natural landscapes;
• Almost 125 000 protected areas of different
categories cover about 11,3% of the total area
and around 2% of the water area1;
• This territory supports up to 10% of the
world’s flora and fauna;
• well preserved natural habitats and healthy
populations of species which are extinct or rare
in other parts of Europe and Asia;
• 22% of the world’s total forest cover (81%
of all European forests), including 26% (288
million hectares) of all “intact forests”.
The richest terrestrial biodiversity is found in the
Caucasian mountains, the mountains of Southern

Siberia (Altai-Sayan) and in the Russian Far East
(Amur River basin). Russia contains the largest
portion of the Arctic zone of all countries. Russia’s
Red List of Threatened species has over 20 Arctic
mammals, including polar bear (poachers kill 200300 polar bears in the Russian Arctic annually),
walrus, reindeer, cetaceans and others. Russian
Arctic provides home to other ice-dependent species and millions of birds, fish, and invertebrates.
The most important migration routes of northern
hemisphere marine mammals and birds are situated along the coast of the Russian seas. The Arctic
plays an important role in global ocean productivity, global climate regulation and other important
processes. At the same time it is the home of the
indigenous peoples of the North, sustaining their
traditional lifestyles, and also an attractive newly
developing economic zone. Such a concentration of
different interests poses a number of new conservation and sustainability challenges.
A half of the Russia’s territory is covered by forests. Most of them belong to boreal forest ecosystems. Russian forests are of high ecological value
and of key importance to biodiversity conservation, provide conditions for regulation the climate
and water flow and prevention of soil degradation. Currently, more than 30 million ha of forests
in Russia are certified in accordance to the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) Standards2.

Russia has largest sea spaces in the world and the
unique marine biodiversity (almost 900 species
of fish, more than 250 of which are commercial
species, many marine mammals, molluscs and
crustaceans, etc.). The Russian coast is washed
by 12 seas and the Caspian sea-lake. The east
coast of Kamchatka and of Kuril islands directly
borders the Pacific Ocean. The total area of the
territorial waters and exclusive economic zone of
Russia is about 7 million square kilometres. The
area of the continental shelf under the jurisdiction of the Russian Federation is about 5 million
square kilometres, which represents about one
fifth of the area of the World Ocean shelf.

CENTRAL ASIA
The Region of Central Asia includes
5 States - Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Republic
of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
the Republic of Uzbekistan. It covers a
territory of about 4 million sq. km. This is a vast
land of great contrasts in landscape and biological
diversity - from steppes and deserts to mountain
forests and tundra. About 7000 species of
angiosperm flora, 900 species of vertebrate and
20000 of invertebrates are described here; in
some areas, up to 18-20% of resident species
are endemics hat can be found nowhere else in

the World. Many species are listed in the Red
Data Book of IUCN such as the Asian cheetah,
leopard and snow leopard, kulan, markhor, and
bukhara deer, different rare eagles and falcons,
houbara bustard, cobra and gray monitor and
many others. The zone of contact between Asian
and Mediterranean flora are situated here, as well
as some of the unique natural centres of speciation, including centres of origin of cultural plants:
crops and fruit trees, walnut, pistachio and almonds, grapes, pomegranates and other species.
The mountains of Central Asia, its deserts with
riparian forests are recognized to be unique in the
scale of the Planet, and they are included in the
list of 200 priority ecoregions of the World.

THREATS
Russia is one of the biggest and fastest growing
economies in the world. The rate of economic
growth is estimated in 2012 at a level of 3.1 - 3.4%
per year. It is primarily based on the use of unprocessed natural resources. This poses a number
of immediate and long-term threats to biodiversity including:
• growing energy demand and its unsustainable
production;
• large scale hydrocarbon development in sensitive areas;
• fast linear infrastructure growth, development
in remote pristine areas;

RUSSIA
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• rapid landscape transformation and fragmentation processes;
• growing shipping, including that of the Northern Route;
• mining and related activities;
• illegal logging and unsustainable forest management;
• illegal, unregulated and uncontrolled fishing;
• poaching and wildlife trade.

CENTRAL
ASIA
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In addition to economic factors there are
a number of political conditions which adversely affect conservation work and state
of biodiversity:
• constant reorganisation of the state authorities responsible for resource management and
environmental protection, along with the low
capacity of these agencies;
• continuing reallocation of power between the
federal government and provinces, especially in
the area of the environment;
• permanent revision of environmental legislation, including changes in the legislation on
protected areas and wildlife management;
• absence of a mandatory state environmental
impact assessment procedure, gaps and inconsistencies in sectoral legislations.
Major threats for Central Asian countries differ to
a great extent from those of Russia and vary from
country to country because of differences in eco-

nomic development (although forecasts for the
countries’ economic growth are rather high – at
the level from 6 to over 7 %). The main problem
of the region is the world’s largest freshwater
footprint, caused by growing water resource
demand both for agriculture and energy production. This problem will be further aggravated
by the economic development and the results of
climate change: glacial melting, desertification,
etc. This causes serious problems in water reallocation. Continuing revision of the environmental
legislation and turnover in governmental agencies
worsen the situation.
Direct threats to the environment for the
region include: landscape transformation and
fragmentation processes; mining and hydrocarbons extraction and related activities; fast linear
infrastructure development, illegal logging; local
overgrazing, poaching and wildlife trade.
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WWF-RUSSIA GOALS ARE
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TO ENSURE THAT RUSSIA’S
RICH BIODIVERSITY AND ITS
ECOSYSTEMS CONTINUE
TO FUNCTION NATURALLY
AND THE IMPACT OF HUMANS
ON NATURAL RESOURCES REMAINS
WITHIN THE CARRYING CAPACITY
OF THE UNIQUE PLANET

Since WWF Russian Programme office was opened in 1994 five Conservation strategies were developed and
four of them implemented.

sustaining lifestyles and consumption and produc-

This is the Fifth Conservation Strategy, 2013-2017.

Global WWF Meta-goals on Biodiversity Conser-

It was developed using a broad transparent and

vation and Ecological Footprint reduction to be

inclusive consultative process in 2011-2012 by

achieved by 2050.

WWF-Russia staff. Full consideration was given

tion patterns in Russia, Central Asia and globally.
The strategy uses the main 2-pillar approach of
the WWF Global Programme Framework, 2 main

and lessons learned from the previous strategy

BIODIVERSITY AND FOOTPRINT
AS A CORE FOR THE STRATEGY

implementations. The Strategy is aligned with the

In order to safeguard the Northern Eurasia heritage

WWF Global Programme Framework and main

and wealth, WWF-Russia seeks to ensure that Rus-

WWF Global Initiatives relevant to WWF-Russia,

sia’s and Central Asia’s rich biodiversity and ecosys-

namely: Arctic, Global Climate and Energy, Market

tems are resilient, continue to function naturally and

Transformation, Smart Fishing, Tigers Alive, China

provide the necessary volume and variety of ecosys-

for a Global Shift. Its components development is

tem services, while the impact of humans on natural

done in consultation with the main partners in the

resources remains within the carrying capacity of the

WWF Network that are members of WWF-Russia

planet and the ecological footprint does not grow.

current developments in the country and results

RUSSIA STILL HAS
VAST AREAS
OF INTACT
WILDERNESS

Advisory Council. WWF-Russia’s Conservation
Strategy is seen as a 5-year guidance and a pro-

WWF Network in cooperation with the London

gramme to continue conservation work in a nation

Zoological Society and Global Footprint Network

with a rapidly growing economy, solving conserva-

every 2 years publishes the Living Planet Report –

tion problems in ecoregions, providing a response

an assessment of the Earth’s state and health of its

to the new rising economic threats at regional,

ecosystems. This assessment is made on the basis

national and global levels, influencing policy and

of the calculation of Living Planet Index (LPI)

legislation, developing business partnerships and

(describing the status of biodiversity), biological
11

WWF-RUSSIA
UNDERTAKES
SPECIAL
RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE GLOBAL
PRIORITY PLACES
AND SPECIES
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capacity (showing in global hectares (gha) the ability

ther development of the mineral resources based

of the ecosystems to harbour species and people)

economy with a particular dependence on hy-

and global footprint index also in global hectares

drocarbons. Russia is the world’s largest natural

(demonstrating how much space on the planet is

gas exporter and the second largest oil exporter,

needed for the current human activities). Unsustain-

while about one half of the Federal budget is from

ability and “ecological overspending” occurs if the

oil and gas revenues. The situation is complicated

area’s ecological footprint exceeds its biocapacity.

by gaps in legislation and weak law enforcement.
The country’s global footprint is therefore likely

Russia is a vast country with a relatively small

to increase significantly in the coming decades.

population (2012: 143 million in ~ 17 million km2 –

To reduce this footprint it is necessary to de-

compare with US: 300 million in ~ 9 million km2).

couple economic development and hydrocarbon

It still has vast areas of intact wilderness which

extraction, and support a rise in energy efficiency.

contain globally important biodiversity values. Most

The Footprint Index for Russia will be the second

of these territories belong to WWF priority places

main source of information to assess the success

(see above). In the LPI index, Russia belongs to the

of the Strategy implementation.

temperate paleoarctic zone, where the LPI has shown

Current biocapacity of Russia is 5 g ha, while the

about 30% growth over the period since 1970s, so

footprint is 4.4 gha (where the main contribu-

overall biodiversity status is improving. At the same

tion is on carbon, see Table 1). So, it is still within

time, Russia belongs to the middle income countries

the carrying capacity. We need to ensure that

and the group of BRICS. The LPI for these countries

footprint does not grow further and biocapacity is

has shown a 25 % reduction, which contradicts to

maintained, which would also be proven by stable

the previous statement. Therefore a calculation of

or growing LPI.

the LPI for Russia and monitoring of its status will

The water footprint of Russia is quite large. The

inform the assessment of the success of this Strategy.

country is in 7th place in the world for Green wa-

Pressure on Russia’s biodiversity and ecosystem

ter (rain water) and in 5th place for Blue (natural

services is increasing, especially due to the fur-

waters) and Grey Water (sewage).

Component

Global ha

Carbon

2,72

Grazing

0,1

Forest

0,53

Fishing

0,13

Cropland

0,89

Built-up land

0,03

GOALS

These goals can be formally formulated as:

WWF-Russia goals of this Strategy are to ensure

• Biological diversity of Russia and Cen-

that Russia’s rich biodiversity and its ecosystems

tral Asia conserved and ecosystem ser-

continue to function naturally and that the impact

TABLE 1.
RUSSIAN
FEDERATION
FOOTPRINT

vices provided (Biodiversity goal)

of humans on natural resources remains within

• Environmental footprint of Russia is

the carrying capacity of the unique planet which

kept within the carrying capacity of

we all call home.

Northern Eurasia (Footprint Goal)
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PRIORITIES AND WWF GLOBAL PROGRAMME
FRAMEWORK ALIGNMENT

tion Action Plan. It does not comprise a separate
geographical priority of WWF, but partly belongs

Being part of the global WWF Network, WWF-

to the Greater Black Sea Basin and is aligned

Russia takes special responsibility for the global

with several species priorities of the Network, in

priority places and species of the WWF Network

particular Asian Big Cats.

which are located within the Russian Federation:
Amur, Altai-Sayan, Arctic (Barents and Bering

WWF-Russia strategy also addresses Network

Seas) ecoregions and the Northern Caucasus

footprint priorities, such as energy, timber, pulp

as a part of the Greater Black Sea Basin ecore-

and paper, white fish, salmon. Pacific and Atlantic

gion. WWF-Russia is present in these priority

salmon, Cod, Haddock, and Pollack, sturgeon and

ecoregions and all strategic components will be

Saiga are the priorities among footprint depen-

implemented there as appropriate geographically.

dent species. The third alignment area includes

Each of the 5 ecoregions has an Ecoregional Con-

economic, socio-political and cultural priority

servation Action Plan for a period of 10 years on

drivers. Those include inter alia legislation, eco-

average. These plans’ priorities are aligned with

nomic development strategies, finance, consump-

the WWF Global Programme Framework. WWF-

tion choices, etc.

Russia Strategy is based upon the CAPs as well.
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The Amur tiger, Far Eastern, Persian and Snow

SIX THEMATIC STRATEGIES

Leopards, Cheetah, Polar Bear, Atlantic and

In order for us to achieve the goal, we focus on 6

Pacific Walrus, Argali, Saiga, Grey Whales, Eu-

strategic components (strategies) which encom-

ropean Bison, Korean Pine are in the spotlight of

pass our work in Russia and Central Asia. Each of

WWF-Russia conservation programme.

them has a concrete and measurable indicator of

WWF-Russia and WWF Netherlands in partner-

success, which we will use to assess the progress

ship with WWF-Norway implement a special con-

in achieving of the WWF-Russia Conservation

servation programme in the Central Asia region.

Strategy goals. Each thematic Strategy is de-

The programme is also based upon a Conserva-

scribed below.
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STRATEGY 1.
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
(RARE SPECIES AND ECOSYSTEMS)
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WWF GOAL IN 2013-2017:
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CREATION OF CONDITIONS
TO SUPPORT A STABLE NUMBER
OF FLAGSHIP SPECIES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE NATURAL CAPACITY
OF THEIR HABITATS

Rare and endangered species of
animals and plants make up the most
fragile and important part of the
planet’s biodiversity. The extinction of only
one species may lead to the system disruption, and
in some cases system collapse. To save rare species
and to support sustainability of populations within
their habitats nature protected areas are organized, where natural resources utilization is under
control. However, it is not enough to conserve
ecosystems in isolation from one another. They
should be linked with green corridors that have
special wildlife management regimes. For this purpose we develop ecological networks, or econets,
that consist of reserves, territories with traditional
wildlife management, fishery refuge zones, buffer
zones of reserves and national parks, zones closed
for exploration and extraction of natural resources
or no-go zones, etc. The boundaries of habitats and
natural zones are shifting due to climate change.
Thus, econets are planned with regard to both the
current situation and estimation of future conditions, as well as ecosystem services provided by
natural complexes.
WWF goal in 2013-2017 will be the creation
of conditions to support a stable number
of flagship species in accordance with the
natural capacity of their habitats3.

From 2013 WWF-Russia plans to calculate
and use Russia’s LPI to assess the state of the
country’s biodiversity. By 2017 WWF-Russia
plans to achieve the following results:
1. In order to save species and provide
integrity and resilience of ecosystems the
following econets will be expanded:
In the Far East – 16 million ha (30% of tiger
habitat and 55% of Far Eastern leopard), in AltaiSayan – 10 million ha (25% of snow leopard
habitat and 38% of argali), in the Artic – 90
million ha (15% of Arctic ecosystems, including
4% of marine systems), in the Caucasus – 1.08
million ha (29% of mountainous ecosystems), in
Central Asia – 5 million ha (30% of tiger, leopard
and cheetah habitats).
2. Measures will be taken in the Russian
Arctic to conserve:
• Polar bear denning areas,
• Walrus rookeries.

OUR
SUCCESS:

IN 2017 RUSSIA’S
LIVING PLANET
4
INDEX REMAINS
THE SAME AS
PREVIOUSLY

3. The first animals of the following species will be released into the wild:
• Persian leopard in the Northern Caucasus,
• Cheetah in Uzbekistan,
• Tiger in Kazakhstan.

17

RARE AND
ENDANGERED
SPECIES MAKE UP
THE MOST FRAGILE
AND IMPORTANT
PART OF THE
PLANET’S
BIODIVERSITY

4. Increase the population of flagship species:
• Amur tiger – from 490 to 600

490

600

European bison:
• in the Northern Caucasus – from 70 to 120

70

120

• Far Eastern leopard – from 40 to 50,
• in Central Russia – from 250 to 400

40

50

250

400

• Snow leopard in the Altai-Sayan region –
from 40 to 50

3 A territory cannot host
more animals than it can
maintain
4 Living Planet Index
(LPI), calculated by WWF
and London Zoological
Society through a specially
developed methodology, is
an assessment that helps
in monitoring the health of
the planet’s ecosystems and
shows the state of vertebrates’ populations
18

40

50

• Altai Argali –
from 1150
to 1400

1150 1400

5. In addition to creating new and supporting the existing reserves WWF-Russia plans:
• To optimize legislation and draft a new and
modern Red List for Russia;
• To optimize legislation and draft a new and tional
strategies and action plans to save priority species;
• To introduce methods of low impact wildlife
management in the habitats of the flagship
species, to build ecological corridors between
reserves that take into account climate change;
• To provide legal and practical support for the
fight with poachers;
• To develop further cooperation with local populations.

© FRANK MÖRSCHEL / KFW

STRATEGY 2.
SUSTAINABLE FOREST
MANAGEMENT
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WWF-RUSSIA GOAL IN 2013-2017:
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TO MAINTAIN THE BIODIVERSITY
IN RUSSIAN FORESTS AND PREVENT
THEIR DEGRADATION

Russian forests account for one fifth of
the world forests and cover about half
of the country. Most of them belong to
boreal ecosystems with predominance
of the coniferous species larch, pine,
spruce, and fir. Russian forests perform important protective functions
preventing climate change, regulating
water regime, and preserving soil.

issues, conditions in already-developed forests are
in decline. WWF-Russia considers that as a direct
threat to the remaining intact forests and calls for
changing the forest management practices in Russia, developing the forest sector only in the areas
already subjected to harvesting (in so-called secondary forests) thus providing for competent reforestation and forest tending. Our slogan is “From
timber extraction to well-managed tree farms”.
This will make it possible to protect valuable intact

The Russian forest sector faces a number of prob-

forests from further harvesting, especially in the

lems hampering its further development. The

WWF priority ecoregions.

major ones are inefficient management, illegal
logging and trade. According to WWF’s estimates,

As of 2012 about 30 million ha or 25% of all

10% to 30% of all timber harvested in the country

commercial Russian forests have been certified

is illegal. In some regions this share is close to

according to the Forest Stewardship Council

50%. The Russian forest sector is an export-ori-

standards, which confirm economic, social, and

ented branch of economy and, therefore, timber

environmental responsibility of forest use. While

coming from Russia has to be legal and meet

continuing to support and promote FSC certifica-

international market requirements.

tion, WWF-Russia in its Strategy for 2013-2017
also aims to ensure quality and proper applica-

Development of Russian forests follows an exten-

tion of the FSC standard.

sive model of “pioneer harvesting” that requires
constant expansion into previously unmanaged

WWF-Russia goal in 2013-2017 is to main-

areas. At the same time, due to insufficient atten-

tain the biodiversity in Russian forests and

tion to reforestation, forest tending and thinning

prevent their degradation.

OUR
SUCCESS:

THE SHARE
OF ‘PIONEER
HARVESTING’
DECREASES BY 30%
IN WWF PRIORITY
ECOREGIONS, ALL
TIMBER COMING
FROM FOREST
LEASE AREAS I
N THE PRIORITY
ECOREGIONS
IS LEGAL
21

“FROM TIMBER
EXTRACTION
TO WELL-MANAGED
TREE FARMS”

To reach this goal WWF-Russia shall

within the Barents Sea Region and to 50% of

achieve the following:

the companies that operate in the Russian Cau-

1. Ensure intensive sustainable forest manage-

casus.

ment in Russia, transferring from pioneer harvesting to the ‘well-managed forest farm’ model,

Sayan Region.

thus decreasing by 30% the area of pioneer
harvesting in the ecoregions.

To fulfil the mission, WWF-Russia focuses on

2. Ensure harvesting and timber trade legality

the improvement of legislation and strengthening

according to international legislation with the

of law enforcement, development and promo-

application of special-purpose, officially approved

tion of a national forest policy, cooperation with

monitoring and control instruments. Achieve

federal and regional government authorities as

100% timber legality harvested in the priority

well as forest industry and auditing companies,

ecoregions at the leases’ areas.

development of green economics, increase of

3. Ensure the FSC forest certification quality

environmental responsibility in the private sector,

in Russia by means of increasing quality of the

investors, and markets.

FSC National Standard for Russia and expertise
level of the Russian auditing companies, as well
as holding audits with the participation of all
stakeholders:
• Provide sustainable forest management over

3 million ha of newly FSC certified areas and
preserving 700 ha of HCV coniferous and
coniferous-broadleaved forests in the Amur
ecoregion.
• Confirm the quality of the national FSC certification to all certified companies that operate
22

• Launch the certification process in the Altai-

© ANNA LIM / WWF-RUSSIA

STRATEGY 3.
SUSTAINABLE MARINE
FISHERY

23

WWF-RUSSIA GOAL FOR 2013-2017:
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TO MAINTAIN THE PRODUCTIVITY
OF THE MARINE ECOSYSTEMS
AND TO SECURE SUSTAINABLE
SALMON AND WHITEFISH FISHERY
IN THE BARENTS, THE BERING
AND THE OKHOTSK SEAS

The Barents, the Bering and the
Okhotsk seas are among the most
productive seas in the world. The
greater part of their maritime area
belong to Russia. The Far Eastern
seas of Russia harbour the largest
populations of globally important
commercial fish, including Alaska
Pollock, Pacific salmon species , and
the Alaska king crab. Russian Arctic
and Pacific seas can boast stocks of
cod and haddock. About 10% of the
Okhotsk Sea is occupied by the West
Kamchatka shelf, a unique object
with the world highest productivity
of 20 tons of biomass per km².

monitoring, lack of interdepartmental coordination
and international coordination (fish recognize no
borders) make these problems even worse.
WWF-Russia is convinced that to conserve the
biodiversity of marine resources and to provide
food security for mankind, fisheries management
and aquaculture should be based on sustainable
fishing principles:
1. Support of commercial stocks at the level that
provides maximum catch with a stable self-recovery of populations.
2. Conservation of ecosystems structure, diversity
and productivity.
3. Efficient catching and aquaculture management
that corresponds with international standards.

The rapid development of human economic activity

In 2012 the Russian fishing industry made its first

in the World Ocean in the second half of the 20th

steps on the way to these principles and manage-

century led to a dramatic decrease in population

ment strategies: 30% of the cod and the haddock

numbers of commercial seafood species. Poaching,

fisheries in the Barents were certificated in accor-

overfishing, devastation of habitats, deregulated

dance to the Marine Stewardship Council standard

aquaculture development and illegal trade in sea-

(MSC)5. The first MSC certification of a Far East-

food overload marine ecosystems, bringing on their

ern salmon fishery also took place. At the moment

degradation and extermination. Weak legislation

the largest Pollock fishery association (40% of

and weak control of those laws, absence of proper

the world catch) is under MSC assessment.

OUR
SUCCESS:

AT LEAST
50% OF THE
WHITEFISH AND
THE SALMON CATCH
IN ECOREGIONS
IS CONDUCTED
IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE
PRINCIPLES OF
SUSTAINABLE
FISHING

25

FISHERY
AND AQUACULTURE
SHOULD BE BASED
ON THE SUSTAINABLE
FISHERY PRINCIPLES

5 Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC) is a system
of voluntary certification based on universal
principles (international
norms and rules including those of UN) of marine
resources management.
The MSC label ensures that
the product was harvested
in an environmentally responsible way and it allows
consumers to choose fish
that is caught according
to strict rules.
26

WWF-Russia goal for 2013 – 2017 is to main-

provision of verification of seafood origin,

tain the productivity of the marine ecosys-

introduction of fish delivery chain verification

tems and to secure sustainable salmon and

both in Russia and abroad.

whitefish fishery (Pollock, cod, haddock) in
the Barents, the Bering and the Okhotsk seas.

2. To preserve the health and sustainability of
the ecosystems in the Barents, the Bering and the

By 2017 WWF-Russia plans to achieve the

Okhotsk seas.

following results:

We plan to lessen the fishery’s impact on marine

1. To preserve the productivity and health of the

ecosystems (at least by 30% compared to the 2012

whitefish and the salmons in the Barents, the Ber-

level). We intend to achieve this goal by upgrading

ing and the Okhotsk seas.

fishing gear (banning drifting, equipping fisheries

This will require:

with streamers – special fittings that prevent the

• creation of the first Russian fishery refuge zone

catch of seabirds in longline fishing), by considering

on the West-Kamchatka shelf with an area of 0.8

ecosystem factors when setting total allowable catch

million ha to protect the regions of whitefish and

and quotas, by developing aquaculture in accor-

salmons reproductionfrom oil pollution;

dance with the best international standards.

• introduction of efficient methods and means
to fight poachers that will dramatically reduce

3. To provide sustainable fishery management by

illegal, unregulated and uncontrolled fishing;

Russian fishermen worldwide, as the Russian fleet

• certification of major whitefish and salmon fisheries in accordance with the MSC standards;
• provision of transparency for the public and

fishes far beyond Russian territorial waters.
WWF-Russia will cooperate with regional and international fishing regulatory bodies to ensure that

ecosystem-based definition of total allowable

the Russian fleet abides by international rules and

catch in Russia;

laws in the international waters and exceptional

• development of demand for seafood produced

economic zones, supporting the creation of an ef-

in accordance with eco-standards and rules,

ficient international system of fishing monitoring.
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STRATEGY 4.

CLIMATE AND ENERGY

27

WWF-RUSSIA GOAL IN 2013-2017:

28

TO LIMIT GLOBAL ANTHROPOGENIC
CLIMATE CHANGE TO THE LEVEL OF
WELL BELOW 20C TEMPERATURE RISE

Severe weather and climate anomalies of the past decades indicate the
occurrence of significant climate
change. If mankind continues to
impact the climate system the way it
does now, and if the average increase
of the lower atmosphere temperature
exceeds 20C above the 1990 – 1999
level, about one-third of all flora
and fauna species will be at risk of
extinction, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) forecast.

genic climate change and keep global warming at
the level of below 20C. According to IPCC experts,
the situation demands at least a 50% reduction of
global greenhouse gas emissions below the 1990
level by 2050 globally. Developed countries are
supposed to reduce 80% of emissions by 2050.
Unfortunately the current energy efficiency of
the Russian economy is 2-3 times lower than in
developed countries.
WWF-Russia will strive for adoption and implementation of the 50% reduction commitments
as well as for transition to the 80% greenhouse
gas emissions reduction by 2050. It requires an

The world may face a serious shortage in fresh

upgrading of energy technologies, energy saving

water and food; sea levels may rise. In the next

programs and introduction of economic incen-

decades greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions will

tives for emission reduction and further develop-

become the main cause of anthropogenic climate

ment of renewable technologies. In the future

change, and it will be carbon dioxide (CO2) from

mankind should undergo a complete transition to

fossil fuel combustion that will contribute the

renewable energy sources (RES). Technologically

lion’s share of emissions. In addition to fossil fuel

it will become possible by the middle of the 21st

combustion Russia has other large greenhouse

century.

OUR
SUCCESS:
RUSSIA WILL
REACH A PEAK
IN CO2 EMISSIONS
BY NO LATER
THAN 2017 AND
WILL COME TO
A CONTINUOUS
DECLINE
THEREAFTER

gas sources that must be addressed, including a
huge methane leakage in its oil and gas sector,
along with large carbon losses from forests. WWF
is convinced of the necessity to stop anthropo29

IT IS NECESSARY
TO STOP ANTHROPOGENIC CLIMATE
CHANGE AND KEEP
THE GLOBAL
WARMING
AT THE LEVEL
OF BELOW 20C

By 2017 WWF-Russia plans to achieve the

In order to achieve the goal on climate and

following results:

energy WWF will also work on legislation for

1. Russia has accepted a new energy policy, which

energy efficiency, RES; focus on convincing the

includes a «minus 50% - minus 80%» scenario,

Russian Government to commit on a 50%

an adequate pricing on the energy market, and

emission reduction by 2050 under the new

compensation tariffs. It will facilitate the devel-

international climate agreement and facilitate

opment of renewable energy sources (RES), and

transition to sustainable forest management to

particularly bioenergy as the most important

ensue Russian forests comprise an atmospheric

potential fuel-source for the country. In the next

СО2 sink.

5 years WWF will support further RES development in the pilot region of Altai-Sayan to demonstrate its benefits and perspectives.
2. To stimulate GHG emissions reduction payments
for exceeding of established per production unit
norms have been introduced. WWF will facilitate
the research and development of payment systems
promoting implementation of new technologies. By
2017 these systems should cover at least 20% of
GHG sources in the energy and industrial sectors;
once the system is introduced it should lead to a

15% emissions reduction.
3. GHG emissions in oil and gas sector are
reduced to the level ensured by the best available technologies introduction (no less than

200 Mt CO2-eq or more than 7% of the current GHG emissions in Russia).
30
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STRATEGY 5.
GREEN ECONOMY
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WWF-RUSSIA GOAL IN 2013-2017:

32

STABILIZATION OF THE RUSSIAN
ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT

WWF shares a definition of green
economy as ‘a resilient economy that
provides a better quality of life for
all within the ecological limits of one
planet’. The aim of green economy
is to build economic growth not
through increasing usage of natural
resources but through reduction of
energy and resource consumption
per unit produced.

To achieve its goal WWF-Russia is working

This definition closely links the idea of green

In 2013-2017 WWF-Russia will work out proposi-

economy with the concept of ecological footprint

tions on the national concept of green economy

that WWF uses to estimate human impact on

and will pursue their acceptance on the govern-

nature.

mental level. The main points will be the following:

Our aim is to ensure that the footprint of the

• minimize ecological risks in Arctic and other

Russian citizen and the economic growth of our
economy do not threaten the biosphere. We think
that major corporations and financial institutions

on three directions:
1. Government policy
Government is a regulator and one of the main consumers of goods and services so it shapes markets
and forms long term policies that affect the markets.
We believe that it is necessary to promote the
concept of sustainable development on the level of
decision making and long-term economic planning
to ensure the transformation towards sustainability.

priority ecoregions and eliminate ineffective
government subsidies for oil and gas extraction;
• improve Russian budgetary system that will

should incorporate best available international

allow special protected areas to exist and thrive

practices, policies and standards of sustainability

both at the federal and regional levels;

and that those standards should be incorporated
into federal and regional legislation.

OUR
SUCCESS:
ECOLOGICAL
FOOTPRINT INDEX
OF THE COUNTRY
AND RUSSIAN
REGIONS REMAINS
STABLE

• change the public procurement system, that will
favour products and services certified according
to internationally recognized standards;

WWF-Russia goal in 2013 – 2017 is stabilization of the Russian ecological footprint.

• the Central Bank of Russia should issue green
credit policy or guidelines on responsible lend33

OUR AIM IS TO
ENSURE THAT
THE FOOTPRINT
OF THE RUSSIAN
CITIZEN AND
THE ECONOMIC
GROWTH OF
OUR ECONOMY
DOESN’T
THREAT THE
BIOSPHERE

ing based on the best available international

to ensure footprint reduction and shift towards

practices;

green practices. We will try to change procurement

• key state owned and leading private Russian

policies and to promote green banking sectorial

banks should include environmental criteria

policies, assessment of their projects’ footprint and

into their risk assessment for large projects and

introduction of voluntary mechanisms of envi-

create mechanisms of public appeal using best

ronmental responsibility audited by third party

available international practices;

(ratings, non-financial reporting and systems of

• ensure public and NGO participation in priority
investment projects in the forest sector.

certification). Investments (including foreign) and
trade patterns should become environmentally and

Main mechanism of WWF-Russia appraisal will

socially responsible. To achieve this WWF-Russia

be indices, ratings and other “soft” instruments of

intends to pursue those Chinese and Japanese

assessment.

investments into WWF priority ecoregions and
industries comply with environmental standards

2. Environmental standards for corpora-

and are transparent for the public and indepen-

tions and financial institutions

dent experts. We will try to create incentives for

Activities of extracting industries, energy produc-

environmentally responsible business in Russia.

ers, forest and seafood industries and financial

In 2013-2017 WWF-Russia will try to turn oil and

institutions that provide credit to these sectors

gas and other extracting corporations working in

often harm biodiversity in priority ecoregions.

our priority ecoregions away from harming the en-

These activities also add to the ecological foot-

vironment, especially protected species and areas.

print by emitting greenhouse gases. That is why

34

these sectors are a priority for WWF-Russia.

To achieve this it is necessary to pursue

Companies have procurement policies which affect

the following:

different markets. The goal of our dialogue with

• key extractive companies, operating in the

big corporations and financial institutions is to in-

ecoregions adopt best international environ-

corporate best available environmental standards

mental standards;

ucts and seafood that are produced according to

for extractive industry or energy industry has

practices of environmental responsibility. We will

to be prepared by NGOs and experts during the

try to stimulate the market share growth for these

dialogue with business; this standard has to be

products. We will push for corporate procurement

presented to the government, extractive compa-

policies that favour FSC and MSC certified prod-

nies, financial sector and the public;

ucts and that the largest national and international

• key extractive industry companies operating in

retailers promote such certified products. Trade

the ecoregions have at least one rare species as

flows of forest products and seafood between

an indicator of its environmental performance/

Russia and East-Asian countries should transition

objective for the joint company-NGO environ-

towards principles of environmental sustainability.

mental monitoring program.
WWF-Russia objectives in this sphere are:
3. Retailers and consumers

• promoting FSC and MSC products at the mar-

Retailers have direct impact on consuming pat-

ket. Retailers have to demonstrate their prefer-

terns which in turn shape their policies. Consumer

ence to certified products; the market share of

behaviour is one of the key elements that contribute

such products should reach 40% for FSC and

to environmental footprint. Retailers are the ones

15% for MSC;

who influence a consumer through their direct

• wholesale buyers, processing companies and

dialogue and this dialogue is the most efficient even

restaurants in Russia prioritize MSC certified prod-

compared to the mass media. Our aim for the next 5

ucts and domestically caught seafood and consum-

years is to form a responsible consumer by intro-

ers in Russia prefer domestically caught seafood;

ducing credible certification systems to the market.

OUR AIM
IS TO FORM
A RESPONSIBLE
CONSUMER
BY INTRODUCING
CREDIBLE
CERTIFICATION
SYSTEMS TO
THE MARKET

GREEN ECONOMY

• at least one national environmental standard

• consumers that provide 45% of forest products
procurement and 20% for seafood products

In 2013-2017 we will concentrate our efforts to

should prioritize FSC and MSC certified prod-

promote demand for environmentally certified

ucts. Such preference should affect retail and be

products on the market – forest industry prod-

proved by the FSC and MSC logo awareness.
35
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STRATEGY 6.

LEGISLATION
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WWF-RUSSIA GOAL IN 2013-2017:

TO ENSURE THE EFFICIENT LEGAL
BASIS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE WWF CONSERVATION STRATEGY

37

OUR
SUCCESS:
• FIVE FEDERAL
LAWS COMPLYING
WITH WWF
POSITION ARE
ADOPTED
(SEE BELOW)
• RUSSIA
HAS RATIFIED
THREE MAJOR
INTERNATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONVENTIONS
38

Environmental legislation in Russia
carries many gaps and contradictions
that should be bridged and fixed to
provide the necessary conditions to
ensure effective biodiversity conservation and ecological footprint reduction.

tive framework provides for effective protection,
management and financing of PAs, the inclusion
of international PAs in the Russian legal system,
creates financial mechanisms for PAs development, including damage compensations, and supports different forms of ecosystem conservation
(marine PAs, marine mammals protection zones,
fishery protection zones, high conservation value

WWF-Russia’s goal for 2013-2017 is to en-

forests, etc.).

sure the efficient legal basis for implemen-

2. Law On Territories of Traditional Nature Use

tation of the WWF Conservation Strategy.

provides for conservation and sustainable use of
biological resources;

In order to reach this goal WWF will en-

3. Forestry legislation provides for sustainable

sure that the Russian legislation provides

forest management. In particular, it includes

for:

intensification of management in secondary

• a basis for biodiversity and ecosystem protec-

forests, cessation of development in intact forest

tion, and sustainable wildlife management
• responsible mineral resources use and low
carbon development of the Russian economy
• compliance with major international environmental agreements.

areas, prevention of illegal logging and forest
fires, maintenance of timber legality, biodiversity
conservation in high conservation value forests,
harmonization with FSC standards and conditions for multipurpose forestry;
4. Fishery and aquaculture legislation and regula-

To reach the goal the following conditions

tions provide sustainable management and are

should be provided:

based on ecosystem approach. Total allowable

1. Adoption of the law on Protected Areas (PAs

catch allocation proceedings consider environ-

law) and other legislation on PAs. This legisla-

mental impact of catching tools and methods;

5. Legislation on environmental impact assess-

Russia should ratify and fully comply with

ment (EIA) and State Environmental Expertise

the following major conservation related

(SEE) provides minimization of negative impact

international agreements:

of planned activities on the environment. Strate-

• The UNECE Convention on Environmental

gic environmental assessment (SEA) of development plans and programs is mandatory in Russia;

Impact Assessment in transboundary context
(Espoo Convention);

SEE is mandatory for projects in oil and sub-soil

• The UNECE Convention on Access to Informa-

development, large forestry, fishery and aquacul-

tion, Public Participation in Decision-making

ture projects.

and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

6. Oil Pollution Act has been adopted; it provides
effective legal mechanism and technical requirements for oil spill prevention and response;

(Aarhus Convention)
• Convention on Migratory Species (Bonn Convention).

establishing of Liability/Compensation Trust
Fund to provide effective oil spill response, and

Russia also should play a seminal role and make

limitation of hydrocarbon exploration and trans-

solid GHG emissions reduction commitments in

portation in particular valuable and sensitive

development and adoption of new Global Climate

natural zones.

Treaty and follow the new legally binding inter-

7. Regulatory framework providing for the intro-

national agreement on oil spill prevention and

duction of specific environmental requirements

response in the Arctic.

ENVIRONMENTAL
LEGISLATION
IN RUSSIA HAS
TO PROVIDE
CONDITIONS
TO ENSURE
EFFECTIVE
BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION
AND ECOLOGICAL
FOOTPRINT
REDUCTION

for economic activities in the Arctic is adopted.
8. Legal provisions for low carbon development
of the Russian economy provide a stable annual

2% reduction of energy intensity of the economy
and the GHG emission stabilization
at 70% of the 1990 level.
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IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING
AND PARNTERSHIPS

40

To ensure implementation, each of
the strategic components deploys
a detailed action plan. The plans is
structured by objectives, desired outcomes and annual SMART outputs
that can also serve as indicators of
success at annual level.

planned schedule and will combine project and
programme evaluations in the ecoregions and at
federal level. Each strategic component will be
evaluated once per Strategy term.

PARTNERSHIPS
WWF-Russia will implement this Strategy in
cooperation with policy and decision mak-

Strategy implementation monitoring will be

ers, responsible businesses, academia, NGOs,

done on a half-year basis in accordance to the

indigenous peoples, local communities and other

action plan. Overall success of the strategy

stakeholders.

will be measured in accordance with 6 impact
indicators (one for each strategic component).
Progress will be assessed in accordance to 4
categories for each objective: completed, good
progress, some progress or no progress. This will
be informed checking them by SMART outputs
status.
There will be one mid-term review of the overall
strategy implementation after 2.5 years. During
this review a necessary update on component
content, goals and objectives will be made.
External evaluation of the Strategy implementation will be carried out in accordance with the
41

NOTES
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Why we are here
To stop the stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment
and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

