
 



2  

Due to an abnormally hot summer, wildfires broke out in the Russian Far East in the 

Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve and in the Bikin National Park. Aviation equipment was used 

to fight the fire in hard-to-reach taiga areas. To compensate these unforeseen expenses, 

WWF Russia has allocated the money to the PAs. 

 

Forest fires are one of the biggest threats to the PAs. The conditions for a fire occurrence 

are unpredictable. Therefore, it is problematic to instantly obtain the 

necessary resources for suppressing the fire. The inaccessibility of 

territories requires the use of the aviation. Thanks to the aviation 

enterprises of Primorsky province, they are ready to work without 

waiting for the receipt of funds from the federal budget. However, 

WWF understands that resources are required to fly around the 

territory, suppress the fire and deliver people, helicopters and 

airplanes need to be refueled. That is why WWF made a decision to 

allocate funds for partial payment for the work of aviation equipment.  

 

In the Bikin National Park a fire broke out in June this year in a remote mountainous area of 

the upper reaches of the Bikin River. The alleged cause of the fire was persistently high 

temperatures for a long time (up to 36 degrees in the shade), as well as dry thunderstorms. 

On June 25, information about a thermal anomaly was obtained thanks to the remote 

monitoring information system of the Federal Forestry Agency. On the same day, a group of 

2 employees of the national park was formed to get to the place and on June 26, the AN-2 

plane flew to survey this area, the information about the fire was confirmed. The fire 

covered an area of 60 hectares, spreading slowly. MI-8 helicopter and paratroopers of the 

Primorskaya Airbase came to the rescue operation, which made it possible to take all 

possible measures to suppress the forest fire, and on June 29 it was localized. 

 

All forces were thrown to fight forest fire in the Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve. Due to dry 

thunderstorms and abnormal heat 4 wildfires occurred here in mid-July.  

 

The staff involved in fighting fires included 12 employees of the nature reserve, 78 

employees of the Primorskaya Airbase, 1 ATV, 2 bulldozers, 1 Robinson helicopter, 1 Mi-8 

passenger helicopter, 1 Mi-8 military helicopter. The airbase paratroopers made 39 

landings from the helicopter. 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-rossii-vydelil-dlya-borby-

s-pozharami-v-tigrinykh-oopt-sikhote-alinya-2-mln-rubley-/ 

 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-rossii-vydelil-dlya-borby-s-pozharami-v-tigrinykh-oopt-sikhote-alinya-2-mln-rubley-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-rossii-vydelil-dlya-borby-s-pozharami-v-tigrinykh-oopt-sikhote-alinya-2-mln-rubley-/
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WWFôs program was called "Striped Raid": all its participants were in 

"tiger" vests with a panda and white-and-orange stripes. 

 

It was easy to recognize this "tiger" playground by the paintings of 

young artists with tigers from the children's creative association. 

Dancing Tiger and Panda met residents and guests of the city and, 

together with WWF Russia employees, congratulated on the Amur Tiger 

Day. 

 

In the program from WWF Russia there was already a traditional master 

class "High Five" on how to measure the print of a tiger paw. A master class "Tigers are 

Also People" was conducted by volunteers from the children's creative association 

"Elements of Light". They taught how easy, fun and simple it is to draw a tiger's face, and 

held a contest for the best work. Interestingly, not only children, but also their parents 

became enthusiastic draftsmen with pleasure. 

 

In a win-win charity lottery, which happens only once a year and is dedicated to the tiger, 

valuable prizes with WWF symbols were raffled off. Music and a DJ added to the festive 

atmosphere of a good holiday, which is so loved in Vladivostok. 

 

 

 "Tiger Alphabet" is created on the "pages" of social networks in the accounts of WWF 

Russia and the ArtForPlanet community of artists. WWF invites both masters and aspiring 

artists to join this marathon of illustrations, and subscribers to actively vote and enjoy hand-

drawn stories 

 

"Tiger Alphabet" is 29 cards-illustrations for all letters of the Russian 

alphabet which will tell about interesting facts and features from the life of 

a tiger. For example, what is Tracking or Photomonitoring, Land Capacity 

or Imprinting. Illustrations for the ABC are drawn by artists of the 

@artforplanet community as part of the marathon of the same name, and 

the first works have already been exhibited in social networks. They are 

made in different styles, from posters to cute pictures with countless 

details that are usually made for children's books. You can look at them 

endlessly, rejoice and be touched by every stroke, and envy people for 

whom the forest is not green, but purple-pink, and deer antlers entwine 

flowers. 

 

Everyone can participate in the #tigrinyaazbuka marathon, the main thing is to draw a 

picture and put it on your page. All conditions are in the @artforplanet account. 

 

The marathon is a contest of works. The best 13 will become illustrations for the WWF 

Russia planning calendar for 2022 (the Year of the Tiger according to the Chinese 

horoscope), and each winner will receive five author's copies. For drawing the letters O, U, 
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R, T, I, G, E, R prizes from WWF Russia - tiger T-shirts and vests in white and orange 

stripes. 

 

On Tiger Day, WWF Russia talks about the international certification 

system for tiger protected areas, which will help to evaluate and 

improve their effectiveness, as well as raise the country's status 

within the framework of the Tiger Summit of 2022 

 

At the moment, only one Russian PA has assessed its contribution 

to the conservation of the tiger with its help - this is the Sikhote-

Alinsky Reserve. However, several more protected areas are 

preparing to pass this certification in the near future. The list of 

candidates for the tiger certificate includes 5 PAs from Russia: the 

national parks "Anyuisky", "Land of the Leopard", "Bikin", "Call of the Tiger" and the 

Lazovsky Reserve. 

 

According to WWF Russiaôs estimates, many tiger PAs have high chances to successfully 

pass certification, which will allow the Tiger Summit in 2022 to demonstrate to the world 

community how effective the work on tiger conservation has been. 

 

Applications for the certificate have already been submitted by several protected areas. 

 

To promote the wild tigers and habitats conservation, raise public awareness and support 

for tiger protection, WWF and its partners had successfully held 11 tiger day public event 

since 2010. This year's 11th global tiger day public event was successfully held in Harbin, 

Heilongjiang Province. We have made some achievements on the road of protecting tigers, 

but still have a long way to go. 

As a top predator, tigers maintain the balance of forest 

ecosystem by regulating the number of herbivores. Protecting a 

tiger means protect 10,125 hectares of forest, which equals to 

the area of more than 10 thousand football fields. While saving 

tigers, we also save natural resources to ensure a better future 

for humans, wildlife and the earth. As Peiqi Liu, the Northeast 

regional project director of WWF, said, "We safeguard the Amur 

tiger as our flagship species, which is actually to protect its 

habitat and biodiversity; it is to protect the home where human 

and tiger live together." 

 

However, in the past century, the habitat area of wild tigers in the world has been reduced 

to 20%. At present, wild Amur tigers are only distributed in the far east of Russia and the 

eastern mountain areas of Heilongjiang and Jilin provinces in China. In the past 100 years, 

the number of wild tigers in the world has dropped from 100 thousand to about 4000, a 

decline of 97%. 
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There are fewer than 600 wild Amur tigers in the world, and only about 30 are recorded in 

China every year. In China, habitat fragmentation and human wildlife conflict affect the 

recovery of tiger population. In particular, habitat fragmentation, human communities and 

linear infrastructure, such as high-speed rail, lack of corridor planning, making it difficult for 

wild tigers to disperse and breed freely. The construction of ecological corridor is the top 

priority of tiger conservation in China. 

The theme of 2021 tiger day in China is "living with tigers", with a variety of online and 

offline activities. Online, WWF launched the "double tigers challengeò; WWF celebrity 

volunteers led the public to join the campaign. WWF and Kuaishou organized the ñtigers 

links with tiger collectionsò, together with more than 10 museums nationwide to display 30 

tiger related collections. WWF and Xuxuduoduo created a animation named Mr Dragon: 

Alone. The short film highlights the realistic problems such as habitat fragmentation, and is 

beloved by children. At the same time, WWF cooperated with Jilin Jiutai Rural Commercial 

Bank Northeast Tiger Basketball Club to shoot a tiger conservation video, which was 

supported by the majority of fans. 

 

Offline activities were carried out in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province. Through the 

performances related to tigers, such as Dear Tiger, Love in the Mountains and Tiger Lives 

in Power, the public attention is attracted on tiger conservation. 

WWF has made great efforts to save the wild Amur tiger. At present, WWF's wild tiger 

conservation projects include infrared camera monitoring of Amur tiger and leopard, habitat 

identification and assessment, reserve management capacity building, rangersô capacity 

building, anti-poaching project and conservation and community development project. WWF 

provides key protection tools for tiger range in China, such as SMART, CA|TS, SAFE, 

SAMAP, etc. 

 

In terms of habitat identification and impact assessment, WWF and its partners used the big 

data of Amur tiger population from 2000 to 2017, combined with 12 kinds of fine data, 

including topography, meteorological factors, vegetation, prey and human disturbance, to 

evaluate and determine the habitat pattern of Amur tiger population in China, and analyzed 

the three connecting corridors between the core habitat sections of Amur tiger using the 

minimum cost model method. These research results will be used for reference in the 

formulation of "WWF comprehensive conservation and restoration plan of Amur tiger 

population", and then guide the comprehensive protection and restoration action plan of 

Amur tiger population in China in the next decade or even longer. 

 

After years of conservation efforts, China's wild tiger population is slowly recovering. WWF 

and its partners have established the pilot of SAMAP (anti-poaching monitoring and 

evaluation mechanism), and the snare density of the 9 pilot reserves has decreased 

significantly. However, while the number of tiger populations is rising, the risk of HWC is 

also rising. Balancing community development and protection has become a major 

protection task. WWF is working with the partners, governments and communities to ensure 

the safety and future of tigers in all wild tiger range. 

 



6  

You may have heard that the global wild tiger population has decreased by more than 97% 

in the past century. They lost more than 80% of their habitat. The world's existing tiger 

habitat also full of problems, serious fragmentation, degradation of forest vegetation, 

increased risk of human and wildlife conflict, etc. To realize the harmonious coexistence of 

human and tiger, we need to build a lot of "roads" for tigers.  

 

The most important task of recovery wild tiger population is to protect and restore tiger 

habitat. The biggest problem of global wild tiger homes is habitat fragmentation: large and 

small habitat patches that are not connected enough, ñimprisonò tigers in small homes, 

which is difficult to spread and migrate to more inland potential habitats, and also difficult to 

communicate and reproduce freely. 

 

Eco-corridor is a narrow strip connecting two large-area habitat 

patches. The eco-corridor will be significantly different from the 

surrounding landscape, which can be understood as "a narrow 

strip vegetation channel for wildlife that can help the diffusion of 

wildlife between two or more relatively closed areas". 

 

It is not only a tiger "Street overpass" connecting the habitats of 

highways and railways, but also a large wildlife channel 

connecting the habitat patches, which may be several kilometers 

or even hundreds of kilometers long. Eco-corridors can improve 

the connectivity between patches, promote the diffusion, 

migration, communication and reproduction of wildlife in habitats, 

and reduce the risk of wildlife extinction. 

 

China's road construction, especially the construction of high-

speed railway and expressway, has made remarkable 

achievements in the world, contributing to economic development 

and social progress. But we can also note that roads are 

constantly destroying the ecological environment and reducing 

biodiversity. It not only cuts the habitat of wild animals, hinders or 

blocks the migration and diffusion of wild animals, but also 

increases the probability of death from collision between wild 

animals and vehicles. 

 

Researches show that the population of Amur tiger in China has 

been increasing since the 21st century, and has been spreading 

from the border area between boarder of China and Russia to the inland of China. However, 

the closed Heda Expressway (Hegang-Dalian), Suiman Expressway (Suifenhe-Manzhouli), 

Hunchun Ulanhot Expressway (Hunchun-Ulanhot) ,railway and other linear infrastructure 

divide the Amur tiger population into four independent habitat patches: Changbai Mountain, 

Wandashan Mountain, Xiaoxing'an Mountain and Zhangguangcai mountain, resulting in the 

failure of population exchange, proliferation and expansion among the Amur tiger 
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populations. It also increases the risk of inbreeding and gene degradation. 

In the rescue and release of tiger "Wandashan No. 1",Professor Zhang Minghai of the 

school of wildlife and nature reserves of Northeast Forestry University said ,"there are many 

problems of military fences, transportation facilities and agricultural reclamation, 

fragmentation and habitat division in the eco-corridor area with frequent cross-border 

activities of Amur tigers between the border of China and Russian. Although the Chinese 

and Russian governments have established a certain number of protected areas on the 

Amur tiger corridor, there are still serious protection gaps in some key areas. 

 

From the perspective of tiger global protection strategy, opening up the corridor and 

effectively connecting these fragmented habitats has become the priority of Amur tiger 

protection. China and Russia should establish an effective cross-border protection 

mechanism to jointly protect the endangered rare species of Amur tiger. " 

Over the years, China has attached great importance to habitat restoration. Eco-corridor 

construction is the top priority of wild tiger protection in China. In 2017, China established 

the Amur tiger and leopard National Park, covering an area of about 14600 square 

kilometers, which is a milestone for the protection and restoration of the Amur tiger 

population. 

 

In 2020, the national development and Reform Commission and the Ministry of natural 

resources jointly issued the master plan for major national ecosystem protection and 

restoration projects (2021-2035), which clearly pointed out that "strengthen the habitat 

protection and restoration of flagship species such as Amur tiger and Amur leopard, and 

connect the corridor of species migration and spread". With the largest population of Amur 

tigers in China, Jilin Province also mentioned, "Amur tiger and leopard National Park: 

Deepening the reform of natural resource asset management system and national park 

system" in the key measures for the construction of nature reserves in the 14th five year 

plan for national economic and social development of Jilin Province and the outline of long-

term objectives in 2035. ñTo carry out the relocation and resettlement of the existing 

production and living facilities and residents, effectively restore the ecological environment 

of the habitat of the Amur tiger and Amur leopard, revitalize the prey population of the Amur 

tiger and leopard through forest vegetation restoration, strengthen wildlife protection, open 

up the migration and expansion corridors of wild animals, and comprehensively promote 

ecological restoration, industrial development, urban construction and people's livelihood, 

promote the transformation of production and lifestyle of indigenous residents. " 

 

In 2020, WWF released a report entitled Landscape Connectivity Science And Practice. 

The report recommends the principles and methods of eco-corridor construction and 

management, including the design principles, monitoring and management of corridors, as 

well as several application cases of corridor construction in tiger protection. 

1. Design methods and principles of eco-corridor 

V Research on diffusion resistance of wild animals in different natural and man-made 

landscapes. 

V The design of eco-corridor should comprehensively consider the needs of target species, 

spatial land use planning and community development, and establish a double-layer 

corridor design scheme. 

V Design different corridor schemes targeting on multiple species to provide reference 

information for spatial land use planning. 
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V The regional development planning should be focused on the content of wildlife corridor. 

2. Monitoring and management of eco-corridor  

V Determine the criteria for the functional connectivity of the ecological corridor in the 

habitat of the target species. 

V Monitor potential indicators that change the connectivity of eco-corridors. 

V The purpose of strengthening monitoring is to provide information for better corridor 

planning, improve its functions, minimize contradictions or problems, and expand the 

application scope of sustainable development. 

V The government should formulate a national eco-corridor construction plan to ensure that 

the eco-corridor has legal status and recognition, and has a specific monitoring and 

management plan. 

 

In 2010, WWF, together with partners such as Northeast Normal University and Northeast 

Forestry University, carried out research on potential habitats and corridors in China's 

northeast tiger conservation priority area, and proposed conservation priority plans and 

potential locations for corridor construction in the north of Laoyeling Mountain, the south of 

Laoyeling, Wandashan Mountain and Zhangguangcai Mountain. 

 

In 2019, in the study of the Amur tiger corridor in Heilongjiang Province, four international 

corridors (Wandashan Mountain-sikhotalin, Fenghuang Mountain-Russia-niaoqing 

Mountain, Laoyeling-Russian coastal border, Xiaoxing'an Mountain - Russian Jewish state) 

and four domestic corridors (West Wandashan Mountain - east Wandashan Mountain, 

Laoyeling - Zhang Guangcai Mountain, Wandashan mountain - Zhang Guangcai Mountain 

Xiaoxing'an Mountain - Zhang Guangcai Mountain). These research results have important 

reference significance for the future construction of China's northeast tiger corridor. 

 

The eco-corridor construction of Amur tiger not just happen overnight. It requires the joint 

efforts of multiple government departments, NGOs and local communities. At present, there 

is no construction case of Amur tiger corridor in China. We need to learn from the corridor 

construction methods of other endangered species, put forward the construction location 

and design method of Amur tiger corridor in combination with the current situation of Amur 

tiger population and habitat in China, prepare accurate construction plan, and widely solicit 

the opinions of experts, the public and local communities. We should comprehensively 

consider the balance between the local socio-economic development and the protection of 

the Amur tiger, so as to realize the harmonious scene of "people walking on human roads 

and tigers walking on the tiger roads". 
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WWF-Mongolia and Administration of Onon Balj National Park (OBNP) placed automatic 

cameras in designated sections abundant by wildlife traces on Ereen Range in 2020 

autumn to collect data on wildlife species compositions and update the database on the 

wildlife populations inhabiting on the Range.  In July 2021, researchers and specialists from 

WWF-Mongolia and the Park administration had a joint field trip to check functionalities of 

the cameras and download their traps. They had the traps of red deer, roe deer, wild pig, 

Mongolian gazelle, grey wolf and forest birds on the Range.  During the fieldwork, the 

researchers and specialists organized a training on research and monitoring methodology 

for the park rangers. 

 

Situated in territories of three soums (sub-provinces) of Khentii 

aimag (province) and one soum of Dornod aimag, Ereen Range is 

rich in its biodiversity including three species of coniferous forest: 

Krilovôs pine, Dahurian larch, and Chekanovskii larch that are only 

found on the Range, but not in the rest of the Mongolian territory.  

Out of these species, the Dahurian larch (Pinus daurica) is listed in 

the Red Book of Mongolia.  The Range is distributed by the wildlife 

species such as musk deer (Moschus moschiferus) and moose 

(Alces alces) included in the Mongolian Red Book.  Ereen Range is 

one of the target conservation spots designated in the management plan for OBNP.    

 

With the grant financing by the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the Ministry of 

Environment and Tourism, the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (UN FAO), and the WWF-Mongolia are jointly 

implementing the ñPromoting Dryland Sustainable Landscapes and 

Biodiversity Conservation in the Eastern Steppe of Mongolia.ò The 

project addresses land degradation based on integrated landscape 

management coupled with agricultural sector development and 

biodiversity conservation. It will be implemented in Bayan-Adraga, 

Bayan-Ovoo, and Norovlin soums in Khentii aimag, Bulgan, Matad, 

and Khulunbuir soums in Dornod aimag and Tumentsogt, Sukhbaatar, 

and Munkhkhaan soums in Sukhbaatar aimag in 2021-2026. Since 

the project management unit was established in June 2021, the 

project team organized several activities to promote landscape management and 

biodiversity conservation in the target area. 

 

-Fifty Siberian marmots (Marmota sibirica) from Khustai NP were transferred and released 

successfully to Khar Yamaat NR in June 2021, at the site where WWF-Mongolia previously 

reintroduced marmots. According to the management plan, WWF-Mongolia has been 
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involved in the reintroduction program of Siberian marmot in Khar Yamaat NR since 2019 

based on the recommendations of the scientists and field survey results by the National 

University of Mongolia. The Siberian marmot was once distributed widely throughout 

eastern Mongolia in the steppe and mountain steppe areas and decimated rapidly due to 

overhunting, poaching, and climate changes in the last three decades. Local extinctions 

were common in eastern Mongolia, including Khar Yamaat NR. Siberian marmot has a 

valuable function in a healthy steppe ecosystem by shifting soil, thus building a fertile soil 

layer along with a shelter for many steppe-dwelling animals. The reintroduction of Siberian 

marmot would benefit Khar Yamaat NR to increase biodiversity by providing shelters to 

other species and improving the soil structure. The successful reintroduction is to establish 

a healthy population to persist over time with a sufficient population size without human 

intervention. Subsequent monitoring works are being conducted by Khar Yamaat NR 

rangers and released marmots had successfully wintered last two winters and with 

newborns in summer.  

 

-As part of the project outcome to support resilient livelihoods in its target soums, a three-

day training on beekeeping was organized from September 13-15, 2021, with the main 

objective of supporting local farmers in Bayan-Adraga, Bayan-Ovoo, Norovlin soums of 

Khentii aimag. To encourage more people to participate, the training was conducted both 

virtually and physically, and 26 farmers, including 15 women, participated in the training; 11 

farmers were able to attend the practical session of the training. They came from three 

target soums of Khentii province and two surrounding soums. Most participants were all 

new to beekeeping but took a keen interest in it. The aim of the training was to develop a 

pool of model beekeeping entrepreneurs and local resource persons by building the 

capacities of concerned staff at partner organizations who will provide technical support to 

farmers in the village. The main objective was to support the development of a community-

based beekeeping enterprise as an alternative livelihood option for rural communities by 

developing knowledge and skills related to bee management and the processing and value 

addition of honey and beeswax. The training also included a one-day visit to an apiary and 

bee-based small-scale enterprise in the Khar-Yamaat NR. The experience gave the 

participants the opportunity to see, interact with, and learn about bee-based enterprises. 

For the next steps include organizing farmers in groups, providing beehives and other 

beekeeping equipment, helping them establish apiaries, giving them enterprise 

development training related to honey processing, packaging, and branding, and linking 

farmers and beekeepers to the market. 

 

WWF-Mongolia in cooperation with relevant stakeholders namely local communities 

developed and presented justifications for some proposed protected areas (PA) in the 

country.  As a result of dedicated efforts in the past, a total of 10 new areas were taken in 

the national PA network according to a decision of the Parliament of Mongolia in May 2020.  

One of the newly established PAs is Gutai Davaa, a naturally scenic area, in Amur Heilong 

Region. Taking this naturally beautiful area under the state protection is the most important 

decision in terms of the environmental conservation in the region. Onon Balj National Park 

(OBNP) Administration is responsible for its daily conservation management. With WWF-

Mongoliaôs technical and financial supports, the park administration has demarcated 

boundaries of the newly established PA to make them known by local communities and 

public and has had adequately equipped outposts for rangers within the established PA. 
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We had an interview with a female ranger, S. Zolzaya, who was on-duty in the PA.  

- Thank you. My name is S. Zolzaya. Professionally, I am an ecologist. Before, 

I worked as a ranger in Binder soum (sub-province). Now, I am a ranger and a 

head of the unit in the newly established PA. The area under my responsibility 

is rich in wild animals and plants.  It is the unique and ecologically important 

region supporting big and small streams and their upper areas and biodiversity. 

If gold mining were taken place in the area, as planned some years ago, all 

these naturally intact areas were totally destroyed and their wildlife (plant and 

animal) species were disappeared, indeed. As a local, Iôd like to proudly say 

that the biggest achievement is that this beautiful area is kept free of mining 

today.  I am sure that all local communities do agree with this.   

- The outposts in the field provide us (rangers) with comfortable working 

environment.  In addition to our daily patrolling, we are able to do research and 

monitoring at the outposts.  Generally, the outposts are the key workplace for the on-duty 

rangers to accomplish many of their tasks as stated in their Terms of References.  There 

are nine rangers working in shift for patrolling within the PA.  

 

The outposts for rangers have been built and fully equipped with funding of WWF-Mongolia.  

Taking this advantage, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to WWF community for 

their dedicated support to our daily conservation and for their leadership role in the nature 

and environmental protection around the world. 

-We, the rangers, do patrolling on regular basis. During our patrolling, we often visit local 

herder households for presentation of laws and regulations (e.g. Laws on Forest and 

Protected Areas).     The key partner is local residents and herders, actually. Rangers have 

a very close and good relation with the locals. In turn, the locals do support our work and 

cooperate with us, the rangers. And we also cooperate with local authorities. Thanks to 

these close collaborations at local level, no serious environmental crimes and violations 

have been reported and recorded yet.  

 

 

 

Its 13 episodes tell about the life of cranes and their neighbors. It was released to support 

the project for the conservation of migratory birds and the restoration of wetlands in the 

Amur ecoregion. The voice-over was performed by the singers of Turetskyôs SOPRANO art 

group and released on WWF Russia YouTube channel. 

 

The author of most of the footage is a photographer and cameraman, an old friend of WWF, 

had been shooting over two years in Zeisko-Bureinskaya plain in Amurskaya province. The 

author of the voice-over text is the winner of the creative brief texts competition for the 

series.  
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The series tells about the crane habitats, their important role in the ecosystem sustainability, 

about the main threats to birds, and how they can be saved. 

The viewer will learn a huge number of interesting facts 

about these birds, for example, how they protect their nests: 

there are cases when they even chased bears out of their 

breeding sites. There are also romantic parts, which contains 

amazingly beautiful shots of cranes dances during breeding 

period, when partners fly up, jump and bow to each other. 

And of course, in ñCrane Storiesò a large role is given to the 

negative impact of human activity on the birdsô life: about 

draining swamps, burning dry grasslands necessary for nesting, etc. 
More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/wwf-rossii-
predstavil-unikalnyy-mini-serial-zhuravlinye-istorii/ 

 

The Oriental stork census organized in the Amur River basin with WWF support showed a 

record increase in the Oriental stork numbers over the entire history of regular observations 

of this rare bird. The number of breeding pairs in the Russian part of the Amur basin is 

approaching 1000, and the total number of storks is 

estimated at about 5 500 individuals. 

 

The steady growth of the stork population is a result of a 

combination of favorable weather conditions in the Amur 

basin over the past decade and the WWFôs efforts to 

improve its breeding sites and forage base.  

 

The results of the survey showed also an increased number 

of inhabited nests with chicks in almost all areas of the stork 

habitat. The increase in the number of birds is especially 

remarkable in the south of the Zeya-Bureya plain in Amurskaya province. 402 inhabited 

nests were recorded here in 2021, compared with 264 in 2020.  

 

In Evreiskaya province 312 nests of the Oriental stork were recorded this year. 

In Khabarovsky province, a stable growth in the population of a rare species continues in 

the recently created Sheremetyevsky Nature Park: this year there were 40 residential stork 

nests here, which gives this territory the status of a place with one of the highest stork 

breeding densities in the world. The census data are still being processed, but according to 

preliminary estimates, at least 110 pairs are breeding in the province. 

 

In Primorsky province in the Khanka Lake Nature Reserve and adjacent territories 65 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/wwf-rossii-predstavil-unikalnyy-mini-serial-zhuravlinye-istorii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/wwf-rossii-predstavil-unikalnyy-mini-serial-zhuravlinye-istorii/

