
WWF wants to focus on sustainable floodplain man-
agement, on sustainable use of water and biological 
resources of the Amur. The diverse events of the Year 
will contribute to people’s understanding their role 
in the Amur River conservation. Last year’s flood 
showed that nature does not forgive mistakes. The 
damage to people and economy costs billions rubles. And how to calculate the 
moral damage when a person has lost his home? 
Conservation organizations from 5 provinces of the Amur River basin includ-
ing 13 nature reserves, national parks, and students’ brigades on nature con-
servation became the main participants of the annual campaign.   
So far, a digest on the events of summer 2013 and a video clip on the conse-
quences of the last year flood have been prepared. Bolshekhekhtsirsky Nature 
Reserve jointly with WWF Russia has organized a round table which resolution 
included proposals for maximum preservation of pristine Amur River flood-
plain. World Water Day has been celebrated by all participants with contests 
and quizzes, lections and flash mobs, video-presentations and exhibitions.

The full news is here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12070
A video clip on the summer-203 flood is here: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DNtVAITgjA0&feature=youtu.be
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WWF announced the 
Year of the Amur River 
Russia

Eurasian otter is one of the endangered species listed 
in the Mongolian Red Book.  There was evidence, 
in which an individual of the species was caught by 
a dog at six kilometers from Dadal soum of Khentii 
aimag in March, 2009.  It showed that the species 
inhabited Onon Balj National Park. Therefore, it 
requires immediate comprehensive studies on the 
species individuals inhabiting and their movements throughout Onon Balj 
National Park. With this purpose, specialists of Onon Balj National Park con-
ducted studies along Balj and Khyorkhon Rivers.  Travelled for totally 380 km 
along the rivers, they found some traces and other related facts (e.g. its food 
leftovers and traces on ice left when it turned over and pulled or slapped with 
its tail) along Khyorkhon and Balj Rivers. They documented all these findings 
with photos.

The full news is here: http://www.mongolia.panda.org/en/news/?220202/
Eurasian-otter-possibly-inhabit-Onon-Balj-National-Park

Eurasian otter 
possibly inhabit Onon 
Balj National Park  
Mongolia



In November 2013, Land of the Leopard National 
Park and WWF started a new  joint project on 
VIDEO monitoring of the Amur leopard install-
ing 10 hidden camera traps near the remains of a 
sika deer. Project participants obtained 78 hours 
of unique footage of real life of a large leopard 
family
The video series  released on Internet screens 
reveals how the highly endangered Amur leopard 
raises kittens in the wild as well as giving an insight into family behavior. 
Video monitoring is a breakthrough both for the Russian and international 
science. Thanks to the new methods researches have got a chance to study the 
leopard’s behavioral characteristics with no interference into their life which 
was impossible until recently. A video series is only the first step on the way 
to lift the veil of secrecy of the life of a spotted family available absolutely for 
everyone and not only for scientists. 

The full news is here:  http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12056
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12002

The Amur leopard 
family: reality show
Russia

In March, experts of WWF Russia, WWF Sweden 
and the Northern Ark Zoo came to  Anuyisky 
National Park to do a site-visit of  the Northern 
Tiger project. They have confirmed that measures 
taken over the past three years for the Amur tiger 
protection have been effective. Camera traps moni-
toring data showed a stable increase in the number 
of rare cats.
“During the project, according to camera trap data from the survey plot 
“Tiger Home, the Amur tiger population has increased from 3 to 8 individu-
als, which is a great success! says Ola Jennersten, senior conservation 
advisor, WWF Sweden. 

The full news is here:  http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12176

Project WWF 
“Northern Tiger”: 
to be continued
Russia

An investigation has been launched into the 
quantity of Amur tiger in Jilin province on 
February 16th. The forest department of Jilin 
province, WWF and WCS had worked together 
to expand the research area to a larger one. More 
than 20 professional and technical personnel had 
involved in this investigation.

Investigation about the 
quantity of Amur tiger 
in Jilin province
China

To catch up with the field’s condition of wild 
ungulates’ quantity and the survival condition 
of sika deer and red deer after release, the WWF 
and the State Forest Bureau had launched a 
survey in conservation area on March 7th. It is 
shown that the quantity of prey species of Amur 
tiger is playing an important role in its quantity 
and distribution. Therefore, the Ungulate Mammals’ survival should be taken 
into consideration.

The investigation into 
ungulate mammals
China



Camera traps to monitor the Amur leopard number 
were set in the southern and northern plots of Land 
of the Leopard National Park with participation of 
WWF, WCS and the Institute of Sustainable Nature 
Use. Last winter, about 190 camera traps were active 
in the National Park. Most of them were set in the 
highlands preferred by leopards. Being very shy the 
spotted wild cat tries to avoid encounters with tigers 
that on the contrary prefer lowlands. The specific 
thing about this year monitoring is that most camera 
traps will be set in the lowlands and not on the hills 
to count both leopards and tigers. Only one day after fixing two WWF’s camer-
as the first picture of an adult leopard was received (in the picture).
Let us add that this spring the Park’s staff will set camera traps beyond its 
borders and in the buffer zone. So, thanks to the joint efforts this year photo 
monitoring will cover 90% of the Amur leopard habitat.

The full news is here:  http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12200
http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12236

About 100 new camera 
traps appear in the Land 
of the Leopard 
this spring
Russia

At the initiative of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Rus-
sian Federation, the Secretariat of CITES included the tree species Mongolian 
oak and Manchurian ash in Appendix III of the Convention.
WWF welcomes the decision of the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Ecology and the CITES Secretariat. This tightening of the control over the 
export of oak and ash a much needed measure for the development of sustain-
able  management of valuable hardwood species in the Russian Far East.

The full news is here:  http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12204

Mongolian oak and 
Manchurian ash receive 
protection from CITES
Russia

To reduce and eliminate incidents of environmental 
crimes, improved public awareness is vitally impor-
tant.  In most cases, people are involved in illegal 
actions due to low level of their understandings on 
laws and regulations.  Specialists and rangers of 
Onon Balj National Park Administration produced 
bulletin boards (with wood frames) and placed 
them in risky areas for poaching.  
The boards contain information including maps showing boundaries of the 
protected area and its buffer zones and ecological and economic valuations of 
endangered wildlife species and woods. Some of the bulletin boards have been 
placed for public awareness along central tracks between forests, where tim-
bering takes place, in a territory of Dadal soum of Khentii aimag that is located 
in Onon Balj NP buffer zone.  Moreover, boards have been placed in risky are-
as for illegal actions and in the areas (e.g. Khundlun Bulag, Zuun and Baruun 
Khargiastai, and Shovgor) in the Limited Use zone of the National Park.

The full news is here:  http://www.mongolia.panda.org/en/news/?220201/
Bulletin-boards-placed-in-risky-areas-for-poaching

Bulletin boards 
placed in risky areas 
for poaching  
Mongolia

Wangqing Forest Bureau had launched anti-poach-
ing activities in mid-March. Anti-poaching patrol 
was regarded as evaluation index of daily work and 
contributed to the propaganda of Amur tiger pro-
tection in local community.

Anti-poaching 
activities 
China



A poacher has been sentenced for illegal hunting on the Amur tiger to two 
years and five months in jail and ordered to pay about 20 000 USD as ecolog-
ical damage. This is the first criminal case over the recent ten years when the 
culprit got jail time for killing a rare species. WWF Russia’s staff participated 
in the crime investigation as forensic experts to determine the animal’s cause 
of death. 
«WWF Russia monitors practically each case when rare species, especial-
ly tiger and Amur leopard, are found dead. According to our information, 
22 cases of tiger death and one leopard death were registered in 2012-2013 
in Primorye, comments Pavel Fomenko, biodiversity conservation pro-
gram coordinator at WWF Russia Amur branch. On some of them we do not 
yet have judicial decisions and unfortunately the violators are saving their 
time».

The full news is here:  http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12148

Poacher got jail 
time for killing the 
Amur tiger
Russia

Mr. Kherlenbaatar, a ranger of Khar Yamaat Nature 
Reserve, has come back from ten-day training for 
tour guides organized in Japan.  As he completed 
training, the ranger has learned how to run eco 
tours and what main responsibilities of tour guide. 
Now, he is working to put in practice, share, and 
disseminate what he learned from training.  Mr. 
Kherlenbaatar said:”when I attended training in 
Japan, I learned a lot. To briefly say, the conservation is a priority and local 
communities should have adequate perceptions on conservation. To realize all 
these in practice, guides should play an important role”.
  
The full news is here:  http://www.mongolia.panda.org/en/news/?220231/A-
ranger-of-Khar-Yamaat-Nature-Reserve-attends-training-for-tour-guide

A ranger of Khar 
Yamaat Nature 
Reserve attends 
training for tour 
guide   
Mongolia

WWF had got five volunteers to carry out an in-
vestigation into forest tending with the support of 
WWF program. A conception called “Tiger-friendly 
forest management” aims to promote the viability 
of Amur tiger and Ungulate Mammals based on the 
theme of pursuing sustainable development and 
optimizing resource allocation. 
The WWF introduced the conception to the revegetation and  management in 
an intensive manner so as to supply nutrients to Ungulate Mammals. 

The volunteer 
activity of forest 
tending 
China

According to the previous survey that has been made 
in February, 2012, the population of Amur tiger was 
estimated to 8-11 in an area of 4100 square kilome-
ters. This year, the field sampling survey will investi-
gate an area of 9000 square kilometers. Then we can 
acquire the dynamic change of Amur tiger’s quantity 
through the comparison of the two results. 
In addition, China will further master the quantity, 
distribution and habitat area so as to provide val-
uable scientific statistics to the protection of Amur 
tiger.

Amur tiger survey 
China



In the first week of March students of the “TIS” brigade combated fire on the 
forest plot of the Primorskaya Agricultural Academy. The wildfire covering 1,2 
hectares was very close to the border of the Academy’s forest plot with planted 
Korean pines seedlings. Thanks to the students’ efforts rare tree species     
plantation has been saved. Wildfires prevention and fighting is one of the 
brigade’s focuses which is supported by WWF. In the fall of 2013, the TIS 
students were trained on the forest fire suppression methods at the field sem-
inar. Young firemen were taught how to use knapsacks, portable air blowers, 
how to behave during the fire, how to distribute duties among the fire team 
members, and how to follow safety regulations. WWF has bought firefighting 
equipment and flame resistant clothing and handed it to TIS.

The full news is here:  http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12164

Students protect 
their forest from fire
Russia

In February, Primorsky Province Hunting Depart-
ment with the support of Center for the Amur tiger, 
an NGO, and WWF Russia conducted vaccination of 
wild boar against pig plague on the territory of hunt-
ing estates. Vaccination was carried out in hunting 
farms that provide wild animals with supplementary 
feeding. 20 kilograms of viral vaccine was added into 
the supplementary forage at special feeding grounds 
for ungulates. The job was supervised by Primorsky 
Province Veterinary Service.
Distribution of vaccine at only 15-20 sites of a huge 
territory of Primorsky Province, probably will not 
give a 100% guarantee, but will create a zone with a high immune barrier in 
areas of high concentration of wild boars, which will limit the possible spread 
of epizootic disease.

The full news is here:  http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/12118

A well-fed healthy boar 
is the basis of the Amur 
tiger well-being
Russia

Under the cooperation agreement between Onon 
Balj National Park Administration in Mongolia and 
Sohond Biosphere Strictly Protected Area Admin-
istration in the Russian Federation, a number of 
activities have been organized.  One of the events 
traditionally organized is an international creative 
artistic work contest for children.  

This year, the contest has been announced under a 
topic “Onon Balj – a home to Cranes”. Purpose of 
this year’s contest is to enable children to express 
their intentions to protect natural conditions of 
their hometowns and species of endangered birds 
particularly the White-naped crane through their 
creative works of art.

The full news is here: http://www.mongolia.panda.org/en/news/?220200/
Children-for-nature-and-environmental-protection

Children for nature 
and environmental 
protection 
Mongolia



For more information please contact    WWF China, Jing Wang, jwang@wwfchina.org, 
WWF Mongolia, Selenge G., selenge@wwf.mn,  
WWF Russia, Yulia Fomenko, yfomenko@wwf.ru 

The Earth Hour 60+, an ongoing global environmental 
campaign against climate change was successfully 
celebrated in eastern Mongolia. 80 residents, two 
soums’ (county) of Khentii province, celebrated the 
event. During the lights turning off, children and 
youth showed performances: dancing and singing 
songs that amused its participants. A highlight of 
this year’s event was the young childrens in the Spi-
der-Man’s clothes. The Spider-Man was the global 
campaign’s ambassador for Earth Hour-2014. 

Children called up the people to be a super hero for 
the planet while delivering environmental messages to the audience. The 
soums people have already acknowledged about importance of the global cam-
paign and were willing to contribute their inputs and do something practical. 

Children called up the 
people to be a super 
hero for the planet
Mongolia


