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You Say Big Cats 

All breeding tigers in 2017 residential in China and Russia 

The camera trap data of Amur tiger and leopard between China and 

Russia shows that all breeding tigers in 2017 are residential in the 8 

monitoring sites in China and Land of 

the Leopard National Park in Russia. 

 

    In 2017, a total of 785 camera traps 

have covered 7770 km²in Jilin Hunchun 

Amur Tiger National Nature Reserve, 

Jilin Hunchun Municipal Forestry 

Bureau, Jilin Wangqing National Nature 

Reserve, Jilin Tianqiaoling Nature 

Reserve, Jilin Huangnihe National Nature 

Reserve, Heilongjiang Laoyeling National 

Nature Reserve, Heilongjiang Dongning 

Municipal Forestry Bureau, and Land of 

the Leopard National Park in Russia. The data of tiger and leopard 

monitoring refer to the below table. 

 

Amur tigress Kazachka sent to a Siberian Zoo 

    After more than a half a year rehabilitation the expert group of 

specialists considered the tigress captured on 2 February 2018 near 

Aleksei-Nikolskoye village in Primorye unfit for release 

into the wild and on October 9, the staff of the Primorsky 

Wildlife Management Department, the Amur Tiger Center 

and WWF Russia immobilized the animal before the 

transportation to the zoo in Krasnoyarsk. The decision not 

to release her back into the wild was made by a special 

commission that examined her hunting skills and fear of 

people. The tigress did not pass this difficult test. Her 

destiny is to keep genetic bank of Amur tigers in zoo 

population. Two cubs of Kazachka are staying in the Rehab 

Center. Actually, they are already grown up young hunters 

ready for life in the wild. In case of a successful 

rehabilitation and passing all necessary tests, two female 

tiger cubs will be released into the wild in spring 2019. 

The Amur tiger conservation projects in the Russian Far East are 

implemented with support of the Amur Tiger Center and WWF Russia. 

 

More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tigritsa-

kazachka-menyaet-primorskuyu-propisku-na-zoopark-v-krasnoyarskom-

krae-/ 

2017 Tiger and Leopard Monitoring Data in 8 sites 

China and Russia China Russia 

Amur Tiger 

Total: 43 

 

Amur Tiger Adult 33 (11 no. are 

transboundary) 

16 28 

Tiger Breeding 

Family 

6 3 3 

Amur Tiger Cub 10 5 5 

Amur Leopard  

Total: 122 

 

 

Amur Leopard 

Adult 

99 (15no. are 

transboundary) 

27 87 

Leopard Breeding 

Family 

10 1 10 

Amur Leopard Cub 23 2 23 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tigritsa-kazachka-menyaet-primorskuyu-propisku-na-zoopark-v-krasnoyarskom-krae-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tigritsa-kazachka-menyaet-primorskuyu-propisku-na-zoopark-v-krasnoyarskom-krae-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tigritsa-kazachka-menyaet-primorskuyu-propisku-na-zoopark-v-krasnoyarskom-krae-/
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A conflict tiger captured on the Bikin River bank 

On October 21 in the northern Primorye the staff of rapid response 

teams of Primorsky and Khabarovsky Wildlife Departments captured a 

big tiger male on the Bikin River’s bank. Inspectors took 

blood samples and other biological materials on site for 

further research. No wounds or other injuries were found; 

the animal was quite fat, with good teeth and in general 

looked healthy. The animal was placed in the Utyos 

Rehabilitation Center in Khabarovsky Province to be 

meticulously examined and treated if necessary. But the 

vets failed to save him – the tiger died on December 13. 

Next day, specialists conducted the autopsy of the body and 

established that the male died of an acute viral infection 

due to the reduction in immunity caused by parasitic 

infestations. Earlier specialists thought that the predator 

had a brain tumor, but this version was not confirmed. 

Veterinarians selected a biomaterial from the predator, and 

sent it to the Vladivostok, Ussuriisk and Moscow 

laboratories. We hope that this knowledge will help us to 

save other tigers in the future.  

 

More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/na-bikine-

otlovlen-problemnyy-tigr-/ 
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Together for Conservation Effectiveness 

International Intelligence Escorts Amur Tiger and Leopard Conservation 

in China 

International Forum of Conservation of Amur Tiger and Leopard 

was held in Harbin, Oct. 24 to 25. The forum was organized by The 

Forestry Department of Heilongjiang Province, 

Global Environment Facility and The World Bank, 

co-organized by The Forestry Department of Jilin 

Province, Forestry Industry Department of 

Heilongjiang Province, World Wide Fund for Nature 

(WWF) and Northeast Forestry University. Global 

views and international intelligence contributing to 

Amur Tiger and Leopard Conservation in China. 

WWF and its partners has invited 9 top tiger 

conservation experts from Russia, and TAI (WWF 

Tiger Alive Initiative) for experience exchange with 

domestic experts from protected areas, universities and research 

institutes of China. 

 

The forum has discussed the key issues in Amur tiger and leopard 

conservation, including habitat recovery, quality improvement, 

management ability, human-wildlife conflicts resolution, ungulate 

population recovery, wildlife damage compensation system and cross-

border protection.  

 

Zheng Huaiyu, deputy director-general of Heilongjiang Province 

Forestry Department pointed:” Since China and Russia signed the 

cooperation agreement of Amur tiger protection, we have successfully 

construct the habitat where Amur tiger can migrate freely. The 

cooperation is of great significance in wild Amur tiger and leopard‘s 

population recovery and reproduction.” The population of Amur tiger 

population and conservation work in Russia, the corridors between 

China and Russia have offered a solid basis for China’s Amur tiger and 

leopard protection. 

 

Russia has rich experience in Amur tiger 

protection. Pankratov Dmitry, director of Hunting 

Department of Primorski Province, introduced their 

full-featured Amur tiger and leopard recovery center, 

which provides assistance for injured Amur tiger and 

leopard in Human-wildlife conflicts or in the wild. 

China has not yet established specialized recovery or 

therapeutic center for Amur tiger and leopard up to 

file:///D:/software/Dict/8.3.1.0/resultui/html/index.html#/javascript:;
file:///D:/softare/Dict/8.3.1.0/resultui/html/index.html#/javascript:;
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now; the center in Russia sets a good example for Chinese Amur tiger 

and leopard conservation. Bardyuk Victor, Director of Land of the 

Leopard National Park Administration showed their general Amur tiger 

and leopard protection research center in the park, which offers strong 

technique for scientific and systematic Amur tiger and leopard 

protection. He said:” the Amur tiger and leopard protection 

need our joint effort for the greater achievements.” 

 

   Human-wildlife conflicts (HWC) is a hot topic which 

Amur tiger and leopard protected area faced. Ashley Brooks, 

from WWF Australia Tigers Alive Initiative (TAI), HWC and 

Habitat Leader from Australian, introduced HWC SAFE 

management and evaluation system in details, and its best 

practice in Indonesia and India. It is useful to study the 

status quo of Human-wildlife conflicts for prevention and reduction of 

the conflicts in Chinese Amur tiger and leopard habitat in the future. 

WWF will actively promote SAFE system in China. 

 

Amur tiger and leopard are global endangered species. As they are 

on the top of the food chain, the conservation of Amur tiger and leopard 

is protecting biodiversity, containing the balance of forest ecosystem. 

WWF and its partners devote in protecting Amur tiger and leopard, 

including Amur tiger and leopard camera trap, anti-poaching, SMART 

patrolling, CA|TS standard execution, and sustainable community etc. 

After years’ protection practice of all parties, the number of Amur tiger 

and leopard population has been growing, the population has spread 

deeper into Changbai Mountain gradually, the habitat quality of Amur 

tiger and leopard has been upgraded, and the public protecting 

awareness and engagement has been improved. 

 

Though the work of Amur tiger and leopard has made some 

achievement, we need to realize that the problems are still exists: the 

seriously fragmented habitat, low density of prey animals, poor habitat 

quality, and low competence in protected area management.  

 

    The forum has supplied a platform for communications, sharing 

achievements and experience, introducing advanced conservation tools 

and technologies for Amur tiger and leopard protection, promotion of 

international conservation cooperation, which gave a global vision and 

cases that China’s Amur tiger and leopard, and habitat protection could 

refer. 

 

Russia shares experience with Mongolia 

For the first time the heads of 30 protected areas of Mongolia 
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under the leadership of Tserendorj Batbayar, the deputy minister of 

environment and tourism of Mongolia, visited protected areas of 

Zabaikalsky Province in Russia – Sokhondo Nature Reserve and Alkhanai 

National Park. This large-scale meeting was conducted on 5-8 October 

with the support of WWF Russia. The purpose of this visit was to discuss 

the results of the 10-years-long cooperation 

between Onon Balj NP and Sokhond NR, to share 

experience on transboundary cooperation with 

other Directors of PA in Mongolia, and to discuss 

the opportunity to expand the cooperation 

between the two protected areas in the near 

future. 

 

    “We hope that this meeting will become a 

good platform for new partner relations between 

Mongolian and Russian protected areas,” commented Petr Osipov, 

director of WWF. “These days in Russia we are summing up the results 

and making plans for the future. Now our main task is to assess the 

prospects for enhancing cooperation and develop a further cooperation 

strategy,” noted Tserendorj Batbayar, deputy minister of environment 

and tourism of Mongolia.  

More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/rossiya-delitsya-

opytom-zapovednoy-raboty-s-mongoliey-/ 

 

Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve management participation is increasing 

WWF-Mongolia is in charge of Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve 

management since 2014, under the agreement with Ministry of Nature, 

Environment and Tourism and Khentii and 

Sukhbaatar province in Eastern Mongolia. 

Within this framework, the conservation 

work is ongoing: 

 

The five-year management plan for 

Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve has been 

successfully implemented. Ms. 

Munkhchuluun B., Amur Heilong Eco-

regional Programme manager, 

summarized “We have been focusing on community-based conservation 

over the past five years. In addition, efforts we have been made to 

improve knowledge, value and importance of protected areas, as well as 

to improve habitat environment and habitat protection of the buffer 

zones” 

 

This issue addressed in the draft management plan for 2019-2023 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/rossiya-delitsya-opytom-zapovednoy-raboty-s-mongoliey-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/rossiya-delitsya-opytom-zapovednoy-raboty-s-mongoliey-/


 7 / 26 
 

on many issues, including wildlife conservation and pastureland. The 

new plan has been developed with the participation of all stakeholders. 

The management plan approved by representatives of Khentii and 

Sukhbaatar aimags.  

 

 WWF-Mongolia organized a student scientific conference in 

December 2018 with the National University of Science. During the 

second year of the conference, the research works on small rodents, 

plant condition, pasture condition and shrub condition in Khar Yamaat 

Nature Reserve were presented. Participants actively discussed the 

findings and results of comprehensive research works. In addition, 

research students from the Law Enforcement University participated in 

the conference, which shows WWF's work on combating and minimizing 

illegal activities against the environment.  

 

 Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve rangers jointly with local residents 

planted 70 saplings and 30 black alder seedlings in Bayan-Ovoo soum. 

Also the volunteer rangers were handed over work clothes. In recent 

years, young people have been increasingly expressing their desire to 

protect nature and wildlife as a volunteer ranger. 

 

Huangnihe National Nature Reserve’s Management Plan Workshop 

From Nov 9th to 11th, 2018, a tailored five-year workplan for the 

management of Huangnihe National Nature Reserve was developed 

with collaboration of staff of WWF NEC and Huangnihe NR 

administration. WWF NEC staff intended to greatly promote the 

management capacity of the reserve administration 

through making a reasonable and practical workplan and 

implement it together with the reserve. WWF NEC staff 

expects a huge change of the reserve through the 

promotion in management and set up a model of 

management to other protected areas in northeast China.  

 

In the process of making the plan, WWF staff helped 

the administration of Huangnihe NR clearly understood 

the goals and challenges for well managing the reserve. 

The following major problems for the NR are identified: 

firstly, the status of wildlife and biodiversity in the NR need to be more 

deeply investigated; secondly, the local communities surrounding the NR 

do cause pressure to the conservation work of the reserve; and thirdly, 

the management capacity of the NR needs to be improved to meet the 

need of conservation. Based on these issues, WWF NEC and 

administration leadership have set up the management objectives and 

goals, together with the action plans. This workplan have been accepted 
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by the administration of the NR and will be executed from early 2019. 

 

From Russia to China: Oriental storks reached their “winter 

apartments” 

Russian and Chinese specialists keep tracking migration routes of 

Oriental storks from breeding to wintering grounds. First birds fitted 

with GPS trackers in the Amur River basin with WWF 

support arrived to the Yangtze River to winter early in 

December. The birds from the Khanka Nature Reserve 

started their journey around 20th of August - middle 

September, flying along the Ussury River through the 

Sredneussuriisky Wildlife Refuge. Then they turned to 

Evreiskaya Province cutting the way through China. More 

than one month they stayed feeding in the Amur River 

floodplain on the Sino-Russian border and on October 20, 

they set a course to the south to the wintering sites and 

early reached the Yangtze River valley. The storks from 

Amurskaya province were observed for a long time on the wetlands of 

Momoge Nature Reserve in China. 

 

In June, the Chinese Academy of Sciences handed over GSM/GPRS 

transmitters to the Russian colleagues. At the international workshop 

hold in in Khabarovsk, Russian and Chinese ornithologists exchanged 

experience and had a field training. In June, the work on radio-collaring 

the stork chicks was launched in Amurskaya, Evreiskaya and Primorsky 

Provinces. 

 

    On a general map the birds’ tracks look like threads that mix and 

tangle in the locations of bird concentration. “Unraveling” these tangles 

the ornithologists obtain a unique information on this species ecology. 

 

More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/iz-rossii-v-kitay-

dalnevostochnye-aisty-doleteli-do-zimnikh-kvartir/ 

 

Student brigade TIS received an off-roader 

Student brigade TIS received an off-roader to 

be used in joint raids with state rangers of the 

Primorsky Forestry Department for detecting 

illegal logging sites and checking signals received 

via KEDR system. The car was handed over to the 

Primorsky State Agricultural Academy by WWF 

Russia and WWF Japan. 

 

TIS student patrol – the only forest student 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/mechenie-aistov-nachnetsya-v-blizhayshie-dni-v-basseyne-amura/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/iz-rossii-v-kitay-dalnevostochnye-aisty-doleteli-do-zimnikh-kvartir/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/iz-rossii-v-kitay-dalnevostochnye-aisty-doleteli-do-zimnikh-kvartir/
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patrol in the Far East – has got a real opportunity to get a professional 

training on detecting illegal logging under the supervision of the Forestry 

Department.  

 

The need to strengthen patrolling in the forests in the southern 

Primorye was confirmed on the same day during the raid of the state 

forest watch of the Forest Department and WWF to the suburbs of 

Vladivostok. The signal on illegal logging was received from local people 

and KEDR system of 5 black furs of a meter in diameter, Korean pine and 

maples near the Bogataya River, not far from the high way. According to 

preliminary data the damage to the environment from forest thieves 

was estimated at $7500. All the materials were submitted to the Police, 

however the problem of illegal logging in valuable Korean pine and 

broadleaved forests of the southern Primorye remains unsolved.  

 

More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/u-primorskoy-

druzhiny-tis-poyavilsya-avtomobil-dlya-patrulirovaniya-lesov-/ 

 

WWF’s new review “Depletion of the Mongolian oak and Manchurian 

ash in Primorsky Province” was published and presented at the 9th 

International Forum “Forest and Man” during the round 

table of the Federation Council Committee on Agriculture 

and Nature Use in Moscow. At the round table the issues 

on forests conservation and driving up their reproduction 

were discussed. According the review’s authors, the 

existing practices of forest use violates the principle of 

sustainable forest use and leads to the depletion of 

accessible rare trees stocks. The review provides the 

estimation of the volumes of illegally cut oak and ash trees 

in Primorye in 2011-2015 and proves that the main source 

of the illicit timber are not illegal loggers but the official 

forest resources users. The official loggers use the 

declarative character of the Russian forestry to legalize 

illegally harvested timber. The data of the review caused a 

heated discussion at the round table.  

 

“We have compared the Customs data on the 

exported oak and ash that were harvested in Primorye 

with the ones declared by forest users”, notes Evgeny 

Chuvasov, head of forest unit of WWF Russia Amur branch, 

author of the report. “It has turned out that in some years the ration of 

illegally cut timber versus the legal one was 1:1 in the overall export 

timber value. In 2011–2015, the valuable tree species harvest was 142-

163% of the allowable cut which equals 1,15–1,67 million m3 of timber 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/u-primorskoy-druzhiny-tis-poyavilsya-avtomobil-dlya-patrulirovaniya-lesov-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/u-primorskoy-druzhiny-tis-poyavilsya-avtomobil-dlya-patrulirovaniya-lesov-/
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in absolute figures. The budget lost around $10 million over the 

regarded period.”  

 

The report shares the methodology for comparative analysis that 

can be used by the forestry officials to control logging operations and 

reveal illicit felling sites and overcutting. Among other recommendations 

there are the ones to help the officials improving control over timber 

harvesting and preventing export of illegally cut oak and ash. 

 

African swine fever knocks on Amur tiger’s door 

    On October 20 at a meeting held by the Primorsky Province State 

Veterinary Service a possible nosogeny of ASF in the neighboring China 

was discussed. What measures have to be taken to prevent the 

dangerous disease from coming to Primorye, what monitoring methods 

to use, and what procedure to follow to combat this infection was on 

the agenda. The conservationists understand that a significant loss of 

wild boars can cause lots of conflicts between tigers and humans due to 

lack of prey. So not to let the tiger feel hungry, if ASF comes to Primorye, 

the number of other prey, primarily deer should be increased.  

 
    Over 15 years WWF Russia together with hunting leases of 

Primorsky and Khabarovsky Provinces have been implementing the 

methods to increase ungulate numbers. The construction of six 

supplementary feeding complexes for deer has been launched this year 

in three model hunting leases. This experience can be replicated by 

other hunting leases within the Amir tiger range. For the last five years 

the work on supplementary feeding of ungulates and their vaccination 

as well as the creation of the reserve forage fund is carried out jointly by 

WWF Russia, the Amur Tiger Centre and the Primorsky Province Wildlife 

Department. Under the threat of ASF the Primorsky Province Wildlife 

Department is in charge of controlling the situation with wild boar in the 

forest. 
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More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/afrikanskaya-

chuma-sviney-stuchitsya-v-dom-tigra/ 

 

The SMART software helps protected areas in the Amur River Basin to 

monitor animal migrations and to combat poaching 

On November 27-30, WWF Russia jointly with WWF-Wildlife Crime 

Initiative conducted a workshop on implementing SMART for the staff of 

Directorate of Wildlife and PAs Management of Amurskaya 

Province, the Bikin National Park, and the Ussuriisky and the 

Far East Marine Nature Reserves. To introduce SMART, WWF 

Russia has purchased 60 smartphones and four laptops, and 

handed them over to the protected areas. The knowledge 

gained in the course of the workshop and the equipment will 

enable SMART implementation in the Amur-Heilong 

ecoregion. 

 

The participants were trained how to use the software 

and collect data in the field. With the application the 

protected areas staff will be able to register and upload all 

facts of violations thus creating a database on poachers 

including photo and video materials. Moreover, it allows to 

record visual observation and tracks of animals. All this data 

will be automatically transmitted from a smartphone to the 

PA’s office to be further processed and analyzed. The 

equipment is actively used in the Bikin National Park and in 

Amurskaya Province. In winter 2019, rangers of the 

Directorate of PAs Management of Amurskaya Province will conduct 

winter surveys using new gadgets. 

 

More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/sistema-smart-

pomozhet-oopt-basseyna-amura-otslezhivat-migratsii-zhivotnykh-i-

borotsya-s-brakonerstv/ 

 

Eco clubs are actively involved in "Plastic Free Kherlen" campaign 

WWF-Mongolia initiated "Plastic free rivers" campaign 

to engage stakeholders in removing plastic waste from the 

rivers. The initiative started successfully with the 

involvement of citizens in removing plastic waste from 

Kherlen River in the eastern part of the country. In the first 

phase, waste cleaning along the Kherlen River was carried 

out in July 2018 and 105 tons of garbage was cleaned.  

 

    Lately eco club children joined to the initiative. 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/afrikanskaya-chuma-sviney-stuchitsya-v-dom-tigra/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/afrikanskaya-chuma-sviney-stuchitsya-v-dom-tigra/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/sistema-smart-pomozhet-oopt-basseyna-amura-otslezhivat-migratsii-zhivotnykh-i-borotsya-s-brakonerstv/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/sistema-smart-pomozhet-oopt-basseyna-amura-otslezhivat-migratsii-zhivotnykh-i-borotsya-s-brakonerstv/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/sistema-smart-pomozhet-oopt-basseyna-amura-otslezhivat-migratsii-zhivotnykh-i-borotsya-s-brakonerstv/
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Governor's Office of Dornod province and the Kherlen River Basin 

Administration organized a meeting on October 9-15, 2018, in order to 

increase the involvement of eco clubs on "Plastic free Kherlen" 

campaign. During the meeting, the campaign was broadly presented and 

international experience in children’s involvement for plastic waste 

management was introduced in Dornod, Khentii province and Baganuur 

district.  

 

    Afterwards, an open forum for eco club was organized and a work 

plan for waste reduction was developed.  

 

Local citizens joining Onon River conservation  

    Local citizens are protesting against “Pegmatit” mining company’s 

operation in Gutai gold mine in Batshireet soum, Khentii province. Main 

reason is that the deposit is located at the beginning of 

Onon river and if the mining company starts operating, it 

will pollute Onon river, which is water source for over 

20,000 people and hundreds of thousands of livestock in 8 

soums of Khentii province. Also, it will be harmful to the 

natural ecology of Onon River Basin. Onon is the source of 

the Amur River. So local residents came to Ulaanbaatar and 

met with the Minister of Nature, Environment and Tourism 

to refrain using this deposit. Also handed over to more than 

3,000 signatures of the opposition to gold mining. Despite 

legal issues, the Minister gave the Ministry of Public 

Administration and Management a duty to study the possibilities of 

obtaining the Gutai mine deposit for state protection. Furthermore, the 

drafting of the Onon River Local Protected Area Project is being 

developed. 

 

    Professional experts conclude that "Give people a voice" 

implemented by WWF-Mongolia funded by the EU for the fight against 

their rights and interests. Through the project, citizens learned about 

their rights and responsibilities in decision-making in mining.  

 

Eco club children requested local authorities 

to take action on gazelle conservation 

    WWF-Mongolia has a tradition of 

organizing campaign which was initiated for 

gazelle conservation in the eastern region. The 

campaign is to decrease illegal hunting, to 

organize patrol and monitoring and to change 

local citizens’ attitude towards gazelle, as well 

as to increase participation in gazelle 
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conservation.  

  

    This year was a remarkable for the campaign. The main reason why 

is that children played main role for the campaign. They have been 

studying what they need to do to make gazelle conservation more 

effective, and they have heard local communities’ suggestion. 

 

   The result meeting “Our little solution” was held in Choibalsan, 

Dornod province on December 15, 2018. The meeting was attended by 

over 90 students and teachers from 12 soums of Khentii, Dornod and 

Sukhbaatar province. Province governors and specialists participated in 

the discussion and heard children's opinions.  

 

   Children expressed challenges they are facing to conserve gazelle, 

also they said illegal wildlife trade prevention needs more attention. The 

children also performed culture programs such as poetry, singing and 

drama about gazelle which was applauded by the participants.  

In the end of the meeting, eco club children requested local authorities 

to take action on gazelle conservation. These requests include: to 

suspend hay cutting near the breeding and wintering area, to increase 

the number of rangers and herder rangers, take action against illegal 

hunting, report gazelle hunting permission publicly and to support 

organizing of “Eco mini parliament” which will include students and 

community representatives. 

 

A successful "Community Development 2018" festival 

   The key to gathering and sharing experiences of community 

organizations working on the proper use of natural resources is 

the "Community Development" festival. The first festival was 

organized by WWF-Mongolia in Norovlin soum of Khentii 

province in 2010. This year the festival was organized by Khentii 

Province Governor's Office in Chinggis city on 5-6 October 

2018, with the slogan "Together for Green Development". It 

was an unusual year for the festival because it was organized 

under the auspices of the Governor of Khentii province. Over 

100 people from Khentii and Sukhbaatar provinces participated 

in the festival. In the past, only Onon River Basin used to 

participate, but more than 100 people came from the western 

provinces to share the experience. 

 

    During the festival, community-based organizations (CBOs) 

and WWF-Mongolia introduced their activity. Also, trade fair 

was organized by the CBOs. As a tradition, the best CBO and the 

best product has been awarded, as well as art and cultural event was 
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hosted among the participants. Also, the participants had discussions on 

the issues they face. During the festival, a Memorandum of 

Understanding was signed between with the Environment and Tourism 

Authority of Khentii province and Onon River Community Association. 

The participants of the festival expressed that community members 

were able to understand their potential to improve their livelihood by 

using natural resources sustainably. 
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When the Belt is Green 

Planted Trees Growing in 60 Hectare Areas   

    Under the campaign “Tree retains water and water retains life”, 

WWF-Mongolia in cooperation with local partners has already started 

planting in 500 hectares (ha) in Onon River basin, which is 

scheduled to complete within four years. The campaign has 

been initiated with the aim to create a model region for green 

development through improved livelihoods based on forest 

conservation and support of environmentally sound green 

businesses in Onon River basin. In total 60 ha of new 

woodland were planted last two years.   

 

The local community is actively involved in this project. 

In particular, with a support of WWF-Mongolia, reforestation 

was completed in 6 ha of land in Norovlin soum and 2 ha in Bayan-

Adraga soum of Khentii province in October 2018. Community based 

organizations prepared the seedlings required for the forestation. In the 

meantime, WWF-Mongolia’s Eastern branch has planted trees in 1 

hectare area in May 2018, as a part of the campaign. 

 

A large-scale survey of Mongolian gazelle 

A large-scale survey of Mongolian gazelle (Procapra gutturosa) in 

the Dauria Nature Reserve, the Valley of Dzeren Wildlife Refuge, as well 

as in the adjacent areas showed a significant increase in the rare 

antelope’s population. The number of resident animals in this part of 

Zabaikalsky Province was estimated at 12,500 individuals.The 

survey was conducted by the rangers of the Dauria Nature 

Reserve on 4–7 October. Compared with the fall of 2017, the 

number of local dzerens increased by about three thousand 

animals. The increase is caused not only by the reproduction, 

but also due to the arrival of migrant dzerens. According to 

Petr Osipov, director of WWF Russia Amur branch, “The 

received survey data are very important. It proves that the 

measures taken by Russia to protect this rare species are 

absolutely correct: territories are protected, poaching is blocked. 

Cooperation between Russia and Mongolia has been established to 

preserve dzeren and other migratory species.” 

 

More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/poryadka-

12500-dzerenov-obitaet-seychas-v-daurskom-zapovednike-i-v-dolina-

dzerena/ 

 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/poryadka-12500-dzerenov-obitaet-seychas-v-daurskom-zapovednike-i-v-dolina-dzerena/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/poryadka-12500-dzerenov-obitaet-seychas-v-daurskom-zapovednike-i-v-dolina-dzerena/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/poryadka-12500-dzerenov-obitaet-seychas-v-daurskom-zapovednike-i-v-dolina-dzerena/
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Mongolian gazelle migrate across the border    

Over last 7 decades, trans-Siberian railroad (Altanbulag to Zamiin-

Uud) is effectively dividing Mongolian gazelle population, leading to 

continuous decline of Mongolian gazelle population, especially the 

population in western part of the railroad. To avoid 

such harmful infrastructure development, WWF-

Mongolia initiated wildlife friendly passage standard 

which was approved in 2015. In order to mitigate a 

threat from fragmentation and proper 

implementation of the standard, WWF-Mongolia 

aimed to locate most needed locations of the wildlife 

crossings along the railroad to be built through 

Eastern Mongolia that would cut the main habitat of 

Mongolian gazelle, the long-distance migrating 

ungulate, into 4 fragments. Our specialists conducting monthly 

monitoring along the proposed railroad to identify the overlapped 

important sites for Mongolian gazelle crossed by railroad, such as calving 

sites, connectivity areas that facilitates migration of the large herd. 

 

Moreover, we are studying Mongolian gazelle movement and 

habitat preference by satellite tracking collars on 34 individuals of 

Mongolian gazelle in 2016 and 2017. As of December 2018, 21 

individuals are live and 4 individuals were poached. Study results 

confirmed that the migration of Mongolian gazelle in trans-boundary 

areas are severely restricted by border fences, yet, border crossing still 

happening between damaged fences. Over the course of this period, 

three collared Mongolian gazelles migrated across Russia and two 

returned to Mongolia after a certain period of time. The one who stayed 

is wintering in Russia. Another collared gazelle migrated across the 

border to China on January 14, 2018, where it stayed for 2 months until 

its death. The results of this study show that gazelles are not only 

wondering in Mongolia but also migration to neighboring countries are 

not uncommon. There is a need for joint action to facilitate free 

movement of Mongolian gazelle along state borders and eliminate a 

death of Mongolian gazelle tangled by border fences. 

 

Stork Nests Keepers Protect the Nests of the Oriental Stork from Fires 

Public organizations and provincial Directorates of Protected Areas 

Management carry out fire preventive treatment of trees with nests 

with the support of WWF and HSBC Bank. WWF Russia provided the 

keepers with grass trimmers, fire preventive equipment and field outfit. 

A four-days-long anti-fire treatment of the nests-trees and artificial 

tripods nests was done in three “stork” wildlife refuges of Amurskaya 

Province by the Directorate and AmurSEU, Bagulnik, Bars student 
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brigade. Altogether 39 nests and under ten tripods were 

treated. Before this method was introduced, every year 5–10 

nests were destroyed by forest fires while at present the loss 

of nests because of fires has completely stopped. In 

September, the similar work was completed in Evreiskaya 

Province with over 30 nests treated. WWF provided funds for 

fuel for field trips and spare parts, grass trimmer, air blower, 

shovels and rakes for the Directorate staff and NGO Bagulnik 

and Berkut student brigade. 

 

More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/khraniteli-

aistinykh-gnezd-zashchishchayut-ot-pozharov-gnezda-

dalnevostochnogo-aista-/ 

 

Beekeepers of the Russian Far East United into Interregional 

Association 

Beekeepers of the Russian Far East United into Interregional 

Association which has become the main result of the International 

Forum «Forest Communities, Non-Timber Forest Products 

and Human Development», organized on November 14-16 

in Vladivostok with the support of WWF Russia. The 

Association will help to solve the main problems in 

beekeeping by uniting local forest communities. About 80 

participants attended the Forum: experts on non-timber 

forest products, foreign scientists; representatives of 

beekeeping communities of the Far Eastern provinces; 

processors and exporters of non-timber forest products; 

representatives the governmental agencies. 

 

The Forum focused on linden species conservation, on raising the 

export potential of Far Eastern honey through the use of modern 

research on the quality of honey products and the creation of an 

appropriate laboratory, as well as promoting the honey products in 

domestic and foreign markets. The activities are within the program of 

the Amur Coalition, which is being run by WWF Russia in the Amur basin 

for three years in partnership with the Forest Sciences Centre of 

Catalonia with the support of the European Union. 

 

More details: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/pchelovody-

dalnego-vostoka-obedinilis-v-mezhregionalnuyu-assotsiatsiyu-/ 

 

Community based monitoring of salmon started in the Amur River  

 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/khraniteli-aistinykh-gnezd-zashchishchayut-ot-pozharov-gnezda-dalnevostochnogo-aista-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/khraniteli-aistinykh-gnezd-zashchishchayut-ot-pozharov-gnezda-dalnevostochnogo-aista-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/khraniteli-aistinykh-gnezd-zashchishchayut-ot-pozharov-gnezda-dalnevostochnogo-aista-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/pchelovody-dalnego-vostoka-obedinilis-v-mezhregionalnuyu-assotsiatsiyu-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/bioraznoobrazie/pchelovody-dalnego-vostoka-obedinilis-v-mezhregionalnuyu-assotsiatsiyu-/
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In October, conservationists monitored salmon spawning sites on 

three big tributaries of the Amur with the support of 

WWF. To do this, three brigades of volunteers were 

formed. They covered 200 kilometers along Anyui, 

1000 kilometers along Amgun in air and wooden 

boats with outboards, on foot, and by cars. Over 10 

spawning sites on each of the three rivers were 

observed. The assessment showed that the density of 

the spawning population tends toward zero.  

 

Right away the salmon number forecast is based 

on the salmon catch statistics but WWF suggests using 

data on a real filling of the spawning sites instead. The 

monitoring allows exploring the spawning grounds 

and assessing the real number of salmon entering the 

Amur tributaries to breed. The data collected on three tributaries will be 

converted into the consolidated report and agreed proposals to be 

delivered to the Commission for Anadromous Fish Catch Control in 

Khabarovsky Province. From WWF’ perspective, a wise use of the data 

will enable the Commission to set justified salmon catch limits. The lack 

of adequate estimation of the salmon stock in the Amur River basin will 

inevitably lead to its depletion which will threaten the traditional life 

style of the Amur River aboriginals and will unpredictably impact the 

whole ecosystem of the low and middle Amur reaches. The Association 

of Indigenous People of the Northern Khabarovsky Province is one of 

WWF’ partner in these activities.  

 

Besides, WWF supported a public opinion poll conducted in eight 

settlements of Primorsky, Khabarovsky and Evreiskaya Provinces by four 

students’ brigades on nature conservation. Over 450 persons were asked 

on the current situation with the salmon number in the local rivers, on 

the reasons of the stock decrease etc. 69%of the respondents noticed 

that this fall the salmon was less compared with the previous years due 

to overfishing, poaching, and the general fish stock decrease  in the 

World ocean. 

 

Investigation on Use of Energy-saving Stoves in Qian’an County 

From December 18th to 21st, 2018, a follow-up survey on the 

usage of energy-saving stoves was successfully conducted by WWF NEC 

staff in collaboration with Association of Senior Scientist and 

Technologist of Qian'an County, a long term local partnership of WWF 

NEC in sustainable agriculture.  

 

In 2015 and 2017, in cooperation with Association of Senior 
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Scientist and Technologist of Qian’an County China Green 

Foundation and Alibaba Foundation, WWF launched a project 

entitled“Recreating Azure – Utilization of Energy-saving 

Biomass Stove” in five pilot villages of Qian’an County. Through 

this project, more than 1000 energy-saving biomass stoves in a 

variety of types were freely sent to households of local farmers. 

At the time when the household accepted the stove, WWF staff 

signed agreement with the household for stop burning the stalks 

in field, which is recognized as one of the key contributors of fog 

and haze pollution. After one year since the project closed, WWF 

staff go back to the project area trying to know the status of the 

usage of stoves and situation of stalk burning in the field. 

 

The promotion and application of the energy-saving stoves 

reduces the local consumption of natural resources, and at the 

same time, it also decreases the environmental pollution caused 

by cooking and heating. In our investigation, we found that the 

cases of straw burning in field have been reduced to zero. In 

addition, we also found some problems in the use of the stoves 

in the survey. Some villagers did not receive technical training; 

and the stoves are lack of maintenance services. We will try to 

resolve these issues and continue to promote the similar 

projects. 

 

China’s government have taken measures to reduce air pollution by 

stop straw burning in field, however, the regulation has not been 

implemented properly. This is mainly because there is no practical 

method or technology to deal with the residual straws in the field after 

harvesting for the farmers. WWF NEC helped the farmers to develop 

some practical straw application technologies, such as technics of straw 

turnover and turning the straws to livestock feedstuff. The energy-saving 

stove is one of the measures that WWF NEC supplied for the local 

farmers, which will continue to be promoted in order to reduce straw 

burning in field. 

 

Onon River Basin Fishing Clubs Joining to Create Information Network  

WWF-Mongolia collaborates the fishing clubs of Onon River Basin 

for 9 years. One of the many activities in this area is the meeting of 

fishermen club members. The meeting was held on November 14-20, 

2018 in each of the 6 soums of Onon River Basin. During the meeting, 

the clubs presented their 2017-2018 reports and did their 2019 

planning.     

The fishermen's club have completed a lot of work for the past year. 

They have promoted local residents on the dangers of illegal fishing, 
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while patrolling along the river banks. As a result, many cases have been 

identified. Despite the fact that they are working on reducing illegal 

fishing, they say that fish club members are concerned 

about non declined violations. Therefore, they all agreed to 

establish a information network for the purpose of 

detecting environmental crimes. The first step was to find 

reliable whistleblowers and discuss their compensation.  

 

Additionally, members of Onon River Basin fishing 

clubs set-up signs along the Onon and Balj Rivers fishing 

grounds. Members of the fishing club said they are 

confident they will improve the understanding of the fishing region. 

 

WWF-Mongolia experts not only met club members, they did 

training for local police and rangers on how to obtain fishing permission 

via online (EZAGAS.MN). This electronic permission system is being 

tested by WWF-Mongolia on Onon River. 
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Environmental Education 

Quests about the Local Nature Were Developed by the Kids 

The traditional meeting of eco clubs of 12 secondary schools of the 

southern Primorye was conducted in the form of different quests. 130 

kids played 5-6 quests dedicated to the history of their native 

settlements, animals, insects, sea creatures, fish, birds, islands 

and capes – everything that surround the people in their 

everyday life. The movement of eco-clubs created at the 

initiative of WWF has been active in the region for 15 years 

already. The today’s kids want to become researchers, tour 

operators, tour guides, managers of hotel business. They know 

for sure that there are ways to use nature resources with no 

damage. The event was organized with the support of WWF 

and the Khasansky District Education Department. 

 

Rally of Protected Areas Friends Summed up the Results of the Year for 

the Oriental Stork–2018 

Delegations of 18 secondary schools and youth organizations came 

to Luchegorsk on December 21, to take part in the event with WWF, the 

Bikin National Park, and Pozharsky Province Administration as its main 

partners. The kids absorbed the information 

about the rare bird all the year round. They 

hold seminars, developed mini projects, 

unrolled exhibitions, conducted 

questionnaires and flash mobs, creative 

contests, and became members of the Schools 

of Oriental Storks’ Nests that were open in the 

northern Primorye. Altogether, over 2000 kids 

and their mentors from 14 schools 

participated in all these events. Winners of the rally’s contests were 

announced and awarded with diplomas and small gift. There were 65 

most active kids at the rally.  

 

Traditional Festival “The Leopard and the Sea” Was Designed as 

Unusual Journey 

The 15th in a row Festival organized by the 

Khasansky Province Department of Education 

and WWF was held in the village of Slavyanka 

on October 13 with 15 secondary schools of 

Nadezhdinsky and Khasansky Districts as its 

main participants. This time instead of the 

parade and a commonplace concert on the 

central square the Festival took a form of a trip 



 22 / 26 
 

along the road between Razdolnoye and Khasan settlements where the 

latter is right on the border with China. All the participants were the 

tourists carried by a virtual bus and guided by the kids from the local 

eco-clubs. They told the “tourist” the histories of their villages and 

described the local nature monuments. WWF will collect all the stories 

and publish them in the guide book.  

 

Eco shift Was Conducted for Secondary School Teachers by WWF 

Eco shift was conducted for secondary school teachers 

by WWF and the Far Eastern Marine Nature Reserve early in 

November. Four days 22 teachers from two Primorsky 

Province districts were learning the uniqueness of the 

marine and forest ecosystems to make the activities of kids’ 

environmental clubs in 14 schools more effective. Along with 

lectures and hands-on sessions there were trainings on 

presentation skills, also a number of activities were planned 

to be part of the Year for the Salmon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 23 / 26 
 

Brief News 

Zabaikalsky Province 

On December 6-7 a seminar “Practices for sustainable development 

in the areas of high conservation value” was conducted by the Daursky 

Nature Reserve and the provincial Ministry of Natural Resources with 

the support of WWF. Reps of governmental agencies, 

protected areas, scientific, educational institutions and 

grassroots gathered to answer a question whether a 

compromise between nature conservation and 

sustainable development in these is possible or not. 

Among such areas are buffer zones and zones of 

cooperation between biosphere protected areas, UNESCO 

nature heritage sites, refuges and nature parks, and some 

zones of national parks. Besides, the participants were 

introduced to the experience in supporting nature-

friendly small business presented by the specialists from other parts of 

Russia. They also discussed the ways to replicate these lessons in 

Zabaikalsky Province 

 

Rules for Ecotourism Development Seminar 

Staff of 20 protected areas learned the rules for 

ecotourism development at a three-days-long seminar in 

Khabarovsk organized by WWF and the State University of 

Economics and Service. 32 specialists gathered together to 

share their experience, to learn how to organize eco trails, 

how to cooperate with travel agencies, how to form and 

promote tourist products, got acquainted with the 

modern trends in ecotourism development in protected 

areas. At the seminar the joint action plan for the 

International Year for Wild Salmon that will be kicked off 

on February 2 was developed. 

 

Seminar and Training on Legal Regulations 

A seminar and a training on 

legal regulations was conducted by 

WWF and an NGO “Primorsky 

Provincial Club of Indigenous 

Hunters and Fish Men” for the 

staff of the Bikin National Park 

with the funds provided by the 

Russian President Grans Fund. The 

goal of the third in a row seminar 

was to raise the knowledge of state inspectors and train them to use the 
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modern devices in nature conservation. The juridical seminars both 

perfect the park’s staff qualification and improve the interaction with 

local people. 

 

Juridical Seminar 

Inspectors of the Sikhote-Alinsky Nature Reserve 

participated in a juridical seminar organized by WWF. Inspectors 

should know a lot of things in their routine work. They should 

reveal a violation, catch the intruders, assist the Police to do 

their job; they should know how to conduct examinations and 

estimate the caused damage, and how to cooperate with the 

Police. All these topics were on the agenda of the seminar. 

Among the presenters were WWF staff and the staff of the Pre-

trial Unit of the Dalnerechensky District Police Department.  

 

Metro Ad in Changchun 

In December, WWF and Northeast 

China Tiger and Leopard National Park 

Administration have jointly released the 

advertisement in Changchun’s metro 

stations. The advertisement is aiming to 

advocate against illegal trade of Amur tiger 

and leopard and to promote the Amur tiger 

and leopard conservation. This ad will be 

publishing for 3 months and expected to 

reach 1,000,000 audience. 

 

Jilin Tiger Habitat Ranger Training Held in Hunchun              

Dec Dec 23th to 27th, 2018, Jilin Forestry and 

Grassland Bureau and WWF have 

successfully organized tiger habitat ranger 

training in Hunchun, Jilin. More than 200 

rangers from 15 forestry bureaus or natural 

reserves have attended the training. This 

workshop has offered the comprehensive 

skills to rangers via indoor and field 

induction, including, GPS application, 

infrared camera setup, tiger and leopard footprint recognition, etc., and 

a platform for rangers to exchange experiences. Mr. Qi Yonghui, division 

director of Jilin Forestry and Grassland Bureau said:“Rangers play an 

important role in tiger and leopard conservation, and our patrol work 

objectives are to realize professional, customized and safe conservation 

work.”  
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New Anti-poaching Assessment Method                         

In past two years, WWF are exploring the supervision and 

assessment mechanism of anti-poaching in four pilot areas in Jilin and 

Heilongjiang provinces. In December, WWF NEC team re-designed the 

survey and the assessment criteria of this year. By modifying and 

optimizing the survey and assessment criteria, it expected to offer the 

forestry bureaus the technical methods and scientific tools for anti-

poaching management. 

 

The objective of the anti-poaching mechanism is to improve the 

effectiveness of anti-poaching by measuring the previous anti-poaching 

result, evaluating the current status and specify each person’s roles and 

responsibilities based on the previous quantitative the anti-poaching 

investigation data. In the past 2 years, the anti-poaching management 

capacity is still under-developed. The new mechanism and bonus-

penalty mechanism is expected to upgrade the current management 

ability by linking the anti-poaching work result with the responsible 

people. This mechanism will also be promoted in other protected areas 

and forestry bureaus. The FBs and NRs are able to improve their 

capacity of anti-poaching effectively in the future. 

 

Hunting clubs learn to raise numbers of deers in Primorye 

On November 21-22 ноября the Primorsky Province Wildlife 

Management Department together with WWF held a seminar for 

hunting clubs to train them how to increase the number of red deer, roe 

deer and sika deer in response to a possible threat of the African swine 

fever which can lead to a dramatic drop of wild boars population. 

The field seminar gathered 15 hunting clubs’ heads and took place in 

Sinegorye and Fauna hunting leases which WWF has been cooperating 

with since 2000 putting in practice methods for raising ungulates 

numbers. 

 

Considering that 80% of the Amur tigers inhabit these territories it 

is clear that only cooperating with hunters we can save ungulates under 

the severe conditions. In 2018 WWF supported creation of six 

supplementary feeding complexes in Severnaya, Sinegorye, and Fauna 

hunting leases.  
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More details: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/okhotnichi-

khozyaystva-primorya-uchatsya-uvelichivat-chislennost-pyatnistykh-

oleney-kosul-i-izyubrey/ 

For more information, please contact: 

Chen Xu, senior communication Officer, WWF-China, chenxu@wwf-opf.org 

Selenge Gantumur, communication manager, WWF-Mongolia, selenge@wwf.mn 

Yulia Fomenko, communication Manager, WWF-Russia, yfomenko@wwf.ru 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/okhotnichi-khozyaystva-primorya-uchatsya-uvelichivat-chislennost-pyatnistykh-oleney-kosul-i-izyubrey/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/okhotnichi-khozyaystva-primorya-uchatsya-uvelichivat-chislennost-pyatnistykh-oleney-kosul-i-izyubrey/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/okhotnichi-khozyaystva-primorya-uchatsya-uvelichivat-chislennost-pyatnistykh-oleney-kosul-i-izyubrey/

