
 



On February 1, on the first day of the Year of the Tiger according to the Lunar calendar, 

TASS information agency of Russia hosted a press conference dedicated to the 

conservation of this rare animal and the prospects for international cooperation. 

 

The Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment’ 

representative reported about the country's success in tiger 

conservation and what has been achieved by the joint efforts of 

the government, scientists and public organizations and spoke 

about plans for the year and, in particular, about the fact that the 

Ministry of Natural Resources has begun designing the 

Pompeevsky National Park in Evreiskaya province. This area is 

critical for tiger recovery. Its creation will almost complete the 

Tiger Econet in Russia.  

 

WWF has been engaged in tiger conservation in Russia throughout the history of the 

Fund's existence, and over 28 years WWF has invested over 35 million euros in this work. 

This ambitious environmental project in the recent history of Russia has involved many 

participants. 

 

A mathematical model developed during the tiger restoration program in Kazakhstan 

proved the that up to 120 tigers can live in this area. The Reserve will be ready to receive 

the first three animals in 2025 with which the program will be started. The program is 

designed for 35 years; and it is planned the tiger group to reach 35 individuals. This 

number makes the population stable and able to exist without human help. 

 

The reserve will be ready to receive the first tigers in 2025. WWF hopes that by next Year 

of the Tiger we will be discussing the number of tigers in Kazakhstan and the number of 

kittens born on this earth," added Grigory Mazmanyants. 

More details are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amurskiy-tigr/wwf-rossii-uspeshnyy-opyt-sokhraneniya

-tigra-v-rossii-pomozhet-vosstanovit-vid-v-kazakhstane/ 

 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amurskiy-tigr/wwf-rossii-uspeshnyy-opyt-sokhraneniya-tigra-v-rossii-pomozhet-vosstanovit-vid-v-kazakhstane/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amurskiy-tigr/wwf-rossii-uspeshnyy-opyt-sokhraneniya-tigra-v-rossii-pomozhet-vosstanovit-vid-v-kazakhstane/


                   

In the past century, due to the logging and human activities, the Amur tigers were once 

disappeared in Greater Khingan Mountain (GKM) in the1970s and Lesser Khingan 

Mountain (LKM) in the 1980s. Research showed that 8-12 Amur tigers were recorded in 

China in 2001. With the conservation efforts, the tiger number is slowly recovering in the 

past 20 years. Now Amur tigers are mainly ranging in 4 landscapes in China, including 

Laoye Mountain (LYM), Zhangguangcai Mountain (ZGM), LKM and Wanda Mountain 

(WDM), however, the 4 landscapes are isolated by linear infrastructures and human 

communities. 

 

In Oct 2021, the numbers of Amur tiger and leopard in the Northeast Tiger And Leopard 

National Park (NCTLNP) were officially announced: 50 tigers (including cubs) and 60 

leopards (including cubs). Based on the monitoring results of WWF and its partners, 

there are at least 55 Amur tigers from 2013 to 2018 in 4 landscapes in China, and this 

results have been published in Biology Conservation; and the number of Amur tigers in 

China is slowing recovering by approximately 1.51% per year. The positive conservation 

achievements are relied on the joint efforts of the China’s government, NGOs like WWF, 

and communities. 

 

Tiger is coming back to GKM. In Dec 

2021, WWF's partner, Heilongjiang 

Wildlife Research Institute, identified a 

new individual of the Amur tiger via 

feces DNA and footprints in GKM, but 

its dispersal routes have not yet been 

confirmed. GKM is an important 

historical range of the Amur tiger with 

the last record of Amur tiger back in the 

1970s. The GKM is located at the 

bordering areas of China, Russia and 

Mongolia, close to the LKM with its temperate forest ecosystem and abundant Amur tiger 

prey, such as moose, red deer, roe deer and wild boar and few human interferences.  

 

The Amur tiger records in LKM since 2014 and GKM in 2021 shows a good signal that 

current Amur tiger range has been continuously expanding. It also signals the natural 

forest logging ban since 2014 yields good results of tiger habitat conservation. The GKM 

covers an area of 80,000 km². Based on the home range of a female tiger (400km²) in 

Russia, the GKM area is able to support at least 200 tigers.  

 

A New Individual found in Zhangguangcai Mountain  

Tiger “Hu Wa” roams in ZGM, which is located in the north of Jilin Province and south of 

Heilongjiang Province. It is not only an important inland Amur tiger range and the most 

westwards tiger range in China as well. In Dec 2021, with the support of WWF, Jilin 



Shulan Forestry Bureau recorded some camera trap images of an Amur tiger. By the 

comparing of its body stripes, we found that the tiger is a new individual. It means that 

“Hu Wa” is not alone in ZGM.  

 

The dispersal routes of this new tiger still need to be detected. Two possible routes were 

speculated: one is that the tiger may crossed Heda highway from NCTLNP, and second 

is from Changbai Mountain bordering China and DPRK.  

 

Connecting the habitats of ZGM and CNTLNP is a priority for tiger recovery in China; and 

at least 42 tigers could be supported in ZGM based on the research results. 

 

The increase of the tiger number and the expand of Amur tiger range indicates an 

improving tiger habitat in China. It also shows a potential of China’s tiger recovery: a total 

of 200,000 km² (including GKM, LKM, GZM, LYM, WDM) tiger habitats may able to 

support at least 500 Amur tigers. The improvement of habitat connectivity and quality, 

prey recovery and the human wildlife conflict are the urgent issues need to be resolved.  

 

WWF will strengthen the monitoring of Amur tiger and its prey, carry out basic research 

on habitat, and provide scientific grounds and references for further implementation of 

tiger habitat connection and conservation with its parters. 

 

WWF and Northeast Forestry University (NFU) published a paper of Spatial Planning of 

Ecological Corridors Among the protected areas of Amur Tiger in China in Natural 

Protected Areas (in Chinese). Based on the landscape ecology theory 

of “patch-corridor-matrix” and the ecological corridor design concept of 

“node-net-block-corridor”, WWF and its partners planned the 

ecological corridors in the tiger protected areas, including 4 

Sino-Russian cross-border corridors: the Land of Leopard National 

Park-LKM, Sihotalin Mountain-WDM, Fenghuang 

Mountain-Russia-Niaoqing Mountain, and Juwish State-LKM; and 4 

domestic corridors: Eastern WDM-Western WDM, Western 

WDM-Northern LKM-Northern ZGM, LKM-Northern ZGM and 

Southern LYM-Southern ZGM.  

 

The paper suggested the corridor construction shall comprehensively 

consider the requirements of tiger dispersal and breeding, and the 

local social-economic development so as to seek the balance between 

conservation and development. It is of great importance to build a proficient protected 

area network to support the tiger population recovery and realize the harmonious 

coexistence of tigers and humans. 



With the support of WWF, NFU carried out a study on Human Tiger Conflits (HTC) in 

Hunchun of NCTLNP based on occupancy model to understand the situation of HTC and 

provide scientific basis for HTC management in China, The result shows that tiger’s 

hunting of the livestock (cattles) 

accounting for 90% of all the HTC cases 

reported, 23% of the Hunchun area is of 

a higher HTC risk. It is suggested that 

grazing management should be 

strengthened in tiger range; and the 

strategy of community centralized 

feeding should be adopted gradually to 

mitigate HTC. In addition, the 

corresponding management strategies 

shall be tailored for  different HTC risk 

areas. In the future, WWF and its 

partners will continue to survey the HTC 

risk in the key tiger range in China. 

WWF NEC, Tiger and Leopard National Park and Xihua News Agency jointly produced 

the “Happy Tiger Year” videos to celebrate the year of tiger and voice for tiger 

conservation.   

 

Stuart Chapman, leader of WWF TAI mentioned:” I hope this proved to be a 

historical year for tiger conservation, and will continue to see tiger numbers 

increase in China. Properly one of the most exciting and extraordinary 

development in tiger conservation since the last year of tiger 2010 has been 

the Chinese government’s commitments to its extraordinary wide-talk tiger 

population in the Northeast China. For me, the big standout was the creation 

of the world biggest tiger protected area in the Northeast China over million 

hectors, which is extraordinary commitment tiger conservation. And the 

number of tigers over the monitor period of time have definitely increased 

over time, and this really shows that the conditions for tiger conservation in 

China improved. The recovery of tigers in China’s northeast is actually a huge 

success for transboundary conservation between Russia and China. ”  

 



Peter E. Osipov, head of WWF Russia Amur Branch said: “We are 

protecting Amur tigers in the wild with colleagues from China. Each year 

there are tigers free to roam between 2 countries. The tigers are the tie of 

both counties. With years' of efforts from China and Russia,  the Amur tiger 

population is slowly recovering.  

 

We will continue our effort to safeguard their future and tiger homes. Double 

tigers roar, happy tiger year!” 

 



WWF-Mongolia in cooperation with the Administration of Onon-Balj National Park 

(OBNP) successfully piloted a winter training progamme for school children in January 

2022. The purpose of the model programme is to encourage school children to be 

conservationists as knowledge on Protected Areas and their values and basic field 

monitoring techniques are shared with them.   

 

The model programme was attended by seven school 

children and two teachers from a school in Dadal soum of 

Khentii aimag.  Moderators of the programme were the park 

rangers. In addition to the school children and teachers, the 

specialists /officers of WWF-Mongolia attended. The 

programme included three-day field training.  On the first day, 

the participants were on an area afforested under a campaign 

“Trees Retains Water and Water Retains Life” in 

2017.  Under the guidance of their teachers, the children had 

measurements in young trees grown in the afforested area 

and were trained in how to properly collect cones of pine trees and how to detach seeds 

from the cones.  They also learned about the identification of animal tracks on the 

ground and birds in the forest.  The children had their records on the wildlife tracks and 

birds observed in the forest. All these field demonstration training were motivating and 

informative for the children.    

 

On the second day of the programme, the participants had field training in a floodplain 

forest. In the field, the park rangers presented automatic cameras for field monitoring 

and their importance. The rangers showed them some camera traps of wild 

animals.  Besides, the eco-club members and rangers placed 40 kg of rock salt licks in 

the field as a part of biotechnical measures for wildlife. The children learned about the 

importance of biotechnical measures for wildlife during the fieldwork.   

  

On the third or last day, the participants visited the Eastern Regional Office of 

WWF-Mongolia where the children read the publications such as “Values of Fresh 

Water”, “Values of Forest” “Values of Stipa Steppe” and “Chicks of My Homeland” and 

had discussions on the environment, wildlife, and their conservation values.  The visit to 

the Eastern Regional Office was motivating and exciting for the children.  

 

The winter programme for children was also implemented in Khar Yamaat Nature 

Reserve in March, 2022. The participants learned about the target conservation 

biodiversity of Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve, according to the organizers. The school 



children were presented with the main daily tasks of park rangers such as how patrolling 

was done, how wildlife was observed and their records were kept, and the importance of 

protection of heads of natural springs.  

 

The winter programme for children was much interesting so that training programme 

needs to be developed in rest of seasons and training for trainers (moderators) needs to 

be organized at the same time, according to the organizers. 

 

Lately, mortality incidences of Mongolian gazelles have increased in relation to barbed 

fences around croplands and lack access to natural hays. Specialists of WWF-Mongolia 

reported that about 3000 individuals of Mongolian gazelle were staying in the territory of 

Ulziit soum of Khentii aimag in winter for a period from December 2021 to March 

2022.  However, the area supports farmlands with barbed nets continued along two 

sides of an auto track. In March, 2022, 

the Specialists found some dead 

Mongolian gazelles hooked on barbed 

fences and about 100 individuals of the 

species were on the croplands.  Locals 

also reported that not few Mongolian 

gazelles already died due to the barbed 

fences when they tried to overcome the 

nets.    

 

These facts suggest it has become one of the concerning issues for Mongolian gazelle 

populations in the region. To address at this concern through scientifically based 

research and monitoring results and expert opinions, WWF-Mongolia and park rangers 

and specialists in Eastern Mongolia have been doing monitoring Mongolian gazelle in 

territories of Khentii, Sukhbaatar, and Dornod provinces in the region since February 

2021. In addition, to assess the current context, the parties aim to define 

research-based conservation options for species conservation. 

 

 

According to Nature Based Solution (NbS) in the region with 

regards to Climate warming, there started to protect the heads of 

natural springs which are main water source to increase the 

discharge of Ulz River. Within the framework of this initiative, GEF 

funded joint project between WWF-Mongolia and FAO-Mongolia 

protected the heads of 4 natural springs at the headwaters of Ulz 



River through the local stakeholder’s participations. The ecosystem of Ulz River is 

unique and characterized by the peatland patch ecosystem, a critical priority habitat for 

white-naped crane. According to the river network originates from several small springs 

located on the border of Bayan-Adarga and Norovlin soums of Khentii aimag. These 

springs are located within the proposed boundaries of Ulz goliin ekh Nature Reserve. 

Due to the livestock grazing and trampling the ground around the headwaters of Ulz 

River, the condition of this peatland is being disturbed livestock concentration. It is 

necessary to protect the heads of natural springs from these threats urgently.  

 

Therefore, with the active engagement of representatives of Onon-Ulz River Basin 

Authority (RBA) and department of Environment and Tourism at Khentii province and 

local herder communities, the WWF-Mongolia under #EasternSteppeProject's built 4 

fences around the heads of natural springs of Ulz River in March 2022. The fence 

design was based on traditional Buryat removable methods, which can easily change 

their shape and size and be made of environmentally friendly materials where areas 

exists in the wetlands and peatlands at the headwaters.  

 

Local herder communities agreed to ensure the fence's integrity, and they will be 

responsible for maintenance and repairing of fences. At the same time, the Onon-Ulz 

RBA will conduct monthly water monitoring on discharge and length of protected 

springs. 

Nine hundred years ago, Su Shi, a famous Chinese poet of the Song Dynasty, lamented 

in the face of nature that life was like a flying swan goose stepping through the snow, 

leaving a slight trace in the human world. Perhaps insignificant for nature’s grandeur, 

these traces are proof that we’ve been here. The story we 

are going to tell today has a similarity to this. 

 

He Jiale’s relationship with birds dates back to his childhood. 

One autumn, when he was seven years old, he came across 

a bird lying on fallen leaves under a street tree in the 

community. His innate affinity for wildlife led him to notice 

that the bird might be hurt as it shivered and continued to 

burrow into the leaves. He surrounded the bird with leaves to 

keep it warm and stopped other kids from calling people to 

watch and take it home. 

 

Although he never saw the bird again from the next day, its clear and helpless eyes 

remained in his memory. A seed of caring for nature was planted deep in his heart. 

 

He became involved in wildlife at his alma mater Northeast Forestry University. For the 



first three years, however, he didn’t any research focus on birds. He either didn’t like it or 

simply didn’t think he could keep up with it. 

 

He couldn’t resist fate as his later mentor recruited him to have an early start on the bird 

banding station. 

 

Afraid that the term of “bird banding” was difficult to understand, he patiently explained 

with old photos, “Bird banding is a technical means of studying birds’ life history and 

population dynamics, especially bird migration, based on individual markings,” he said. 

“Narrowly defined as traditional methods such as the use of metal foot rings (for forest 

birds), which are issued and managed centrally by the National Bird Banding Centre for 

registered bird banding stations around the country,” according to He.  

 

Bird  stations are generally established in areas away from towns and cities suitable for 

birds. Whenever He moved in, he had to do a thorough cleaning. Due to the cold and 

damp for many days, ladybird carcasses gather densely in the rooms. In addition, there 

were mosquito-infested areas, no Internet access, and no bathing. Conditions that 

looked tough to outsiders were different for him. 

 

Apart from hiking, which averages eight times a day, the most 

memorable but challenging experience was the physical work. The 

site had to be cleared beforehand every spring, as the snow was 

thicker than the calves and particularly firm. He had never done 

such a lot of physical work before, but despite being exhausted, he 

was still far behind the others in terms of speed and quality of snow 

shoveling. 

 

Thanks to his love of handcrafts, He was praised for his “flexible 

hands”, and soon his working speed was no less than those of 

many years of work. When asked about his experience, he often 

said, “Nothing but a love of birds.” Perhaps this sense of responsibility born of love 

sustained him through all the difficulties. 

 

After graduating, he was mainly engaged in work related to protecting wetland migratory 

birds and grasslands. His most vivid memory was of a business trip to Hulunbuir in 

North China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous, where he came across a severe poaching 

case cracked by the police. Hundreds of dead birds were found at the site, along with 

about 2,000 eggs. It was the first time he had ever witnessed poaching in such large 

numbers. 

 

A closer look at these creatures brought them back to life, a scene that left He who 

assisted in the rescue with many thoughts. More regrettably, from the time they were 

poached to the time they were seized and sent to the Hulun Lake Wildlife Breeding and 

Rescue Center, more than half of the eggs became dead due to time delay and 



temperature loss and could not continue to hatch. 

 

He was also impressed by the professionalism and seriousness of the staff at the rescue 

center. Using the available equipment and the emergency purchase of incubators and 

thermostats, some staff members worked hard to rescue the remaining 800 or so eggs 

and the hatchlings. Extra staff was recruited to care for the chicks, and thus more than 

half of the eggs hatched.  

 

The process was stressful and busy, but the joy and relief of seeing the bird successfully 

emerge from its shell made it all worthwhile. 

 

The efficiency and effectiveness of the collaborative work in catching the criminals who 

were about to travel south, rescuing, and arranging for post-care matters made He feel 

deeply: people moved towards the same goal and eventually succeeded in rescuing 

these lovely creatures so that they still had a chance to fly into the blue sky. But many 

birds still face threats from habitat loss, environmental pollution, and poaching. And 

many people still lack some knowledge of bird conservation. 

 

As China’s efforts to protect migratory birds improve, it is increasingly important to 

enhance public participation. 

 

Since joining the WWF, He participated in the “AHEC Ambassador Campaign” project, 

focusing on environmental education and publicity for the public, especially schools 

around the nature reserve. 

 

He was deeply impressed by the environmental education activities carried by the 

Lantian Experimental School in Mishan city, Heilongjiang Province, during these years. 

This, coupled with the rare advantage of being near the Xingkai Lake National Nature 

Reserve, greatly expanded students’ knowledge and love of nature. In addition, the 

enthusiasm of everyone at the school made him more determined about the importance 

of environmental education. 

 

He believes that everyone comes from nature and yearns for nature, but urban life can 

easily hinder us from getting close to nature. Primary school students are most suited to 

environmental education as they are energetic and exploratory, with less academic 

pressure but more contact with nature. Their behavior will also influence their parents, 

leading them to develop environmental concepts and civilized behavior. 

 

What can the average citizen do? He believes we can do as much as what we can to 

protect migratory birds and habitats in our daily lives. “In the wild, we should regulate our 

behavior, such as not littering, not climbing trees and flowers. Without permission, it is 

not allowed to enter the core areas of nature reserves and other important bird habitats. 

And taking relatively formal paths will reduce further damage to bird habitats,” said He 

who gave some advices.  



 

He continued that, during bird-watching, people should exercise restraint and caution. 

They should not make loud noises, approach, or disturb the everyday activities of birds 

to avoid exposing them to dangers. It is also strictly forbidden to use food, bird song 

recording, or other means to lure birds, and it is not permitted to use flashlights, strong 

light sources, or drones when filming. It is essential to consciously stay away from nests, 

breeding sites, nocturnal sites, and courtship sites to protect the average life of birds. 

 

“We can also follow the conservation activities held in area where we are and get 

involved in protecting the surrounding wetlands and migratory birds. One can advance 

conservation by spreading the right ideas and scientific knowledge to people around,” 

he added.  

 

Perhaps his efforts are insignificant compared to the grandeur of nature and can bring 

minimal change. Yet, it still makes sense. 

 

WWF Russia helped the Bastak Nature Reserve purchase a mobile container to be 

used in its Zabelovsky cluster. The gift was presented to commemorate the 10th 

anniversary since this valuable ornithological site was included into the Reserve’ 

perimeter.   

 

Scientists of the Reserve conduct a lot of 

research projects on flora and fauna here. 

The mobile container will allow the staff of 

the science department, as well as visiting 

colleagues and scientists, to conduct field 

work in more comfortable conditions. 

 

In will be used when installing baskets for 

the Oriental stork nests on the trees in the 

Zabelovka River floodplain, doing feasibility 

study for the creation of a buffer zone of the 

Zabelovsky cluster, and preserving the unique nature of the middle Amur. 

More details are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/zapovednik-bastak-poluchil-podarok-ot-wwf-ros

sii/ 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/zapovednik-bastak-poluchil-podarok-ot-wwf-rossii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/zapovednik-bastak-poluchil-podarok-ot-wwf-rossii/


The Chairman of the State Duma Committee on Ecology, Natural Resources and 

Environmental Protection Dmitry Kobylkin, in his interview with Rossiiskaya Gazeta 

(RG), noted that the Committee was preparing 

amendments to the Water Code and clarified that it is 

necessary to elaborate a list of measures to prevent the 

negative impact of floods, including delegating the powers 

to determine the boundaries of flood zones to the 

executive authorities of the constituent entities of Russia, 

and to forbid housing in places which are not protected 

from floods. WWF-Russia supports this initiative and is 

ready to help the authorities of five provinces in the Amur basin to identify the high flood 

risk zones. 

 

It is not enough just to show the no-settle areas, but to provide regional and local 

authorities with a tool for planning residential areas and limiting the construction activity 

in potentially dangerous areas. The new law can become such a tool.  

 

The floodplains of the Amur River and its tributaries form a belt of wetlands with high 

biodiversity value and great potential for flood mitigation. In the face of climate change, 

the protective functions of these ecosystems are becoming increasingly important due 

to the predicted higher frequency of extreme weather events, including floods. 

 

The major goal of the new project of WWF-Russia and WWF-Germany “Ecosystem 

based adaptation to climate change in the Russian Far East”, which kicks off this year as 

part of the Russian-German environmental cooperation under the International Climate 

Initiative (IKI), is to identify the flood-risk areas. 

 

The project “Ecosystem based adaptation to climate change in the Russian Far East” 

aims to preserve the ecological services of freshwater ecosystems in the Amur River 

basin under the influence of climate change. The project will be implemented with the 

support of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation, 

the International Climate Initiative (IKI), the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 

Conservation, Nuclear Safety and Consumer Protection (BMUV) as part of 

Russian-German environmental cooperation. 

More details are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/izmeneniya-v-zakonodatelstve-pomogut-lyudya

m-izbezhat-ushcherba-ot-navodneniy/ 

WWF Russia, together with the Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North of 

https://rg.ru/2022/01/28/gd-rassmotrit-popravki-v-zakon-o-zaprete-stroitsia-tam-gde-est-risk-navodnenij.html
https://rg.ru/2022/01/28/gd-rassmotrit-popravki-v-zakon-o-zaprete-stroitsia-tam-gde-est-risk-navodnenij.html
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/izmeneniya-v-zakonodatelstve-pomogut-lyudyam-izbezhat-ushcherba-ot-navodneniy/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/izmeneniya-v-zakonodatelstve-pomogut-lyudyam-izbezhat-ushcherba-ot-navodneniy/


Khabarovsky province and partners, claim to organize public discussions on the Pacific 

Salmon Fishery Strategy in Khabarovsky province in 2022 and consider the results of an 

independent spawning grounds survey to determine the recommended catch volume for 

autumn chum salmon in the Amur River. 

 

The situation with empty spawning grounds in the Amur River cannot be called 

otherwise than a catastrophe. All the participants of the press conference on salmon, 

which took place on February 10 in Khabarovsk, at the Institute of Water and 

Environmental Problems, were unanimous in this. WWF and its partners presented the 

results of 4-year public monitoring of the filling of Pacific salmon spawning grounds in 

the Amur River – there are no fish in the spawning grounds. 

 

WWF Russia claims to close the commercial fishery of autumn and summer chum 

salmon in the Amur River basin for at least 4 years in 

order to restore salmon stocks. After commercial fishing 

operations in the lower Amur and its estuary, chum 

salmon simply never reaches the spawning grounds and 

people living on the tributaries of the Amur. These are 

clear signs of overfishing and gaps in fishery 

management. It's time to change priorities and put 

salmon reproduction in the first place.  

 

“There are nets, but no fish”, comments Lyubov Odzyal, 

president of the Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North of Khabarovsky 

province. 

 

For 4 years now, WWF Russia together with the Association of Indigenous Peoples of 

the North of Khabarovsky province has been submitting reports on the results of surveys 

of spawning grounds to the Federal Agency for Fishery, VNIRO, and KhabarovskNIRO. 

However, these data, apparently, are not taken into account when forecasting salmon 

run in the Amur River and while taking measures to manage fishery. The permitted 

amount of exploitation is still disproportionately high compared to the real stock. 

 

Public activists believe that the Pacific Salmon Fishing Strategy on the Amur needs a 

major update and a review of priorities. The reproduction of stocks should be at the base 

of the pyramid, then local residents, and then commercial companies. Without this, 

salmon cannot be saved in the Amur, that means everyone loses. 

More detail are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/pustye-nerestilishcha-amura-pora-menyat-priorit

ety-i-stavit-na-pervoe-mesto-interesy-vosproizvodstva/ 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/pustye-nerestilishcha-amura-pora-menyat-prioritety-i-stavit-na-pervoe-mesto-interesy-vosproizvodstva/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/pustye-nerestilishcha-amura-pora-menyat-prioritety-i-stavit-na-pervoe-mesto-interesy-vosproizvodstva/


8 artificial supports for stork nests have been installed this year in the Beryozovsky 

Wildlife Refuge, and for the first time 2 supports will appeared in the Blagoveshchensky 

Wildlife Refuge in early March. The lack of large trees suitable for building nests still 

remains a problem in the agricultural regions of the south of the Zeya-Bureya Plain so 

WWF together with its partners from governmental and public organizations mount 

artificial supports for nests in typical stork habitats: in swampy areas and shallow water 

bodies with small fish and amphibians, as well as in places remote from human 

settlements and infrastructure. 

 

Since 2009, WWF Russia has been 

supporting this activity on expanding breeding 

capacity of Oriental storks in the Beryozovsky, 

Muravyevsky and Amursky wildlife refuges, 

where a record number of nests is regularly 

registered. In 2021, 57 nests are counted in 

the Amursky WR, 34 in the Beryozovsky, and 

26 in the Muravyevsky. 

 

An artificial support is built in a shape of tripod 

up to eight meters high. The weight of an 

Oriental stork nest can reach half a ton. 

Specialists use larch wood for the tripod, which is resistible to decay.  

More details are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/10-novykh-opor-dlya-gnezd-dalnevostochnogo-

aista-ustanovili-v-zakaznikakh-amurskoy-oblasti/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/10-novykh-opor-dlya-gnezd-dalnevostochnogo-aista-ustanovili-v-zakaznikakh-amurskoy-oblasti/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/10-novykh-opor-dlya-gnezd-dalnevostochnogo-aista-ustanovili-v-zakaznikakh-amurskoy-oblasti/


The General Board of State Expert Review (Glavgosexpertiza) approved the 

construction of a marine terminal for transshipment of liquid petroleum gases as close 

as 40 meters from the protected lands despite the protests of the public and the Land of 

the Leopard National Park. Moreover, the project was not published in open sources, 

public requests to provide this information were ignored, and public hearings were 

declared invalid. 

 

The construction of an industrial facility of such a scale 

jeopardizes all the efforts made to restore and preserve 

rare wildlife species. 

 

At the moment, there is no information about the 

possible impacts of the project on the environment and 

protected areas, alternative options for the location of 

the facility have not been considered, which, in WWF’s opinion, is a gross violation of 

the environmental legislation of Russia. WWF-Russia is considering the possibility of 

enforcement of different legal actions to change the location of the object. 

 

Unfortunately, this is not the first attempt of businesses to develop the territory without 

proper environmental impact assessment. The public has been fighting for Perevoznaya 

for more than 20 years. However, in previous years, such projects had never got 

approval of Glavgosexpertiza. 

More news are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-stroitelstvo-morskogo-terminala-v-primore-

ugrozhaet-mestoobitaniyam-leoparda-i-tigra/

In the framework of the WWF-Mongolia  #EasternSteppeProject's goal to contribute to 

reducing land degradation through the introduction of environmentally friendly and 

innovative farming technologies, theoretical and practical training on "Methodology for 

growing and transplanting vegetable seedlings" was organized in 9 soums of Dornod, 

Khentii and Sukhbaatar aimags. 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-stroitelstvo-morskogo-terminala-v-primore-ugrozhaet-mestoobitaniyam-leoparda-i-tigra/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-stroitelstvo-morskogo-terminala-v-primore-ugrozhaet-mestoobitaniyam-leoparda-i-tigra/


 

In addition to providing seeds of tomatoes, peppers, flowers and nursery trays to the 

participants, the project team is building the capacity of local trainers to provide 

vegetable seedlings and methodological advice to residents who want to grow 

vegetables.  The project will 

continuously support the local 

trainers and vegetable growers in 

the target soums and provide 

technical and methodological 

advice. 

 

Based on the specifics of each 

soum, the requests of growers, 

and the current state of production, 

we have clarified the proposals for 

agricultural support activities and 

incorporated them into future work plans to make the project more effective. 



WWF, China Global Television Network (CGTN) and Jilin Radio and Television invited 

the children to create paintings on the theme of "Earth Hour, Shape our future", and 

speak out for conservation. In only 3 days, more than 50 children’s drawing works were 

collected from all over the country, including children from 

Changchun who were isolated home for fighting against the 

covid-19, kids who have participated many tiger conservation 

activities, and some of their parents are rangers. 

 

In the photos and videos collected, the children seriously 

painted the future they hoped for, and voice for the 

conservation. Yuan Shuo said: "I hope to see a vibrant forest, 

for this I am willing to save water and cherish precious 

natural resources." Liu Jiashuo said: "I hope that tigers can 

roam freely in the forest, and I hope that little birds can fly 

freely in the sky." Zhang Heming said: "I like the sea, I hope the sea will always be blue, 

the earth will always be young, and we will coexist in harmony with nature." The children 

called on everyone to realize the future they are longing for. 

WWF- Mongolia, and eco-clubs in Onon River Basin are organizing a campaign “We 

Can Reduce Use of Plastic”.  The campaign was initiated by eco-club “Nogoon Alt” 

(Green Gold) at a school in Batshireet soum of Khentii aimag.  

 

The eco-club in cooperation with an eco-council of representatives of Citizen’s 

Representative Khural, the Governor’s Office, Forestry Division, Administration of 

Onon-Balj River Basin, school, and kindergarten in the soum has had an action plan 

which includes a campaign to sort out solid household wastes and systematically getting 

rid of plastic wastes in daily life.  To start up the campaign, they organized the training 

“Together for Green Growth” online and classroom in combination on February 22, 

2022.  It was attended by over 100 individuals including representatives of the soum 

government officials and officers, residents, and community groups.   

 



The participants had a discussion on the topics such as importance of waste sorting and 

the options to reduce and get rid of damageable effects of plastic wastes to the 

environment.  Local government officials said “training and discussion was useful and 

inspiring to change behaviors of local residents and encourage them to actively take 

part in solid waste management through sorting of solid 

household wastes. One of the proposed actions is a 

contest “Best Households in solid waste sorting”. Such 

practical action will definitely inspire households in the 

soum center to learn about waste sorting. Overall, many 

other practical actions like this will be taken through an 

action plan”.  

 

Under the campaign, a contest of ice knuckle-bone 

shooting or ice archery was organized in Dadal soum of 

Khentii aimag with a call for “Let’s Refuse Plastic”.  The 

contest was attended by over 300 individuals including local sportspeople. During the 

contest, officers of WWF-Mongolia- Eastern Regional Office made presentations on 

plastic wastes and their damages to the environment having called for  “Let’s Refuse 

Plastic”. The call was signed by 195 individuals who joined and supported it. 

 

 

How and why to create an NGO? What does it take to build a dialogue with companies 

that pollute the environment? Where to raise money for a project? Specialists from 

Russia and Europe spoke about this and many other things on the international 

workshop “Management, Negotiation and Fundraising Skills for NGOs” 

 

The event was held from February 2nd to 4th, 

2022 as part of the WWF-Russia project 

“People for Nature”, supported by the 

European Union. At the end of the course, 

applicants received diplomas. The event 

consisted of sessions presented by speakers 

from 15 public organizations from Russia and 

Europe. Besides, the participants analyzed specific examples of the work of NGOs not 

only from different regions of Russia, but also from other countries, so that everyone 

who joined received useful practical information and learned about global trends. 

 

There were lots pf different topics on the agenda like how to develop social projects and 

manage non-profit organizations, hot to build a dialogue with business and to resolve 

conflicts, how to correctly present your project in order to attract funding, and how to 

https://wwf.ru/en/peoplefornature/
https://wwf.ru/en/peoplefornature/


interact with the media. 

 

The materials of the workshop are collected on the page of the project “People for 

Nature”.  

More details are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lyudi-prirode/master-klass-dlya-nko-sobral-bolee-200-

uchastnikov-iz-18-regionov-rf/ 
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WWF-Mongolia aims to diversify sources of livelihood support options while protecting 

forest resources and promoting environmentally friendly green businesses in Onon River 

Basin through a participatory approach.  Under this objective, a forum “Together for 

Green Future” was organized for community forest user groups and enterprises in March 

2022.  The forum was attended by representatives from community forest user groups 

and enterprises and local decision-makers in Batshireet and Binder soums of Khentii 

aimag. The participants reported about their 2021 work performances and exchanged 

their views on the challenges confronted.  Specialists of WWF-Mongolia made 

presentations on a campaign “TREES RETAINS WATER AND WATER RETAINS LIFE” 

which encouraged the participants to share experiences and best practices on the 

discussing issue.

 

The agenda included a presentation on a green business “10 ha tree nursery” in 

Batshireet soum.  The presentation covered preparation 

works of the designated area for planting and favourable 

opportunities to local communities and business entities to 

engage in afforestation.  Forestry specialists delivered a key 

message “planting by seed and seedlings in afforestation 

allows planters to have earnings of 3 times more than that 

from direct tree supplies from the forest” to the forum 

participants. Through this message to the participants and 

ultimately to the public, the forestry specialists have 

suggested promoting and expanding environmentally friendly 

green businesses in local areas.     

 

Community organizations in Binder soum have experience in tree seed collection for 

planting. So they already have the seeds to be planted this spring.  In the meantime, the 

soum government has a local budget for forestation and greening in soum’s territory.    

 

 

 



On March 3, WWF Russia and the Vladivostok branch of the Russian Customs 

Academy opened an updated and redesigned Educational and Methodological Center 

for Customs Support of Nature Protection. 

 

For 20 years, the Educational and Methodological Center for Customs Support of 

Nature Protection, established at the beginning of the century on the initiative of WWF 

Russia and the Academy, has been an important link in the training of Customs 

specialists and the perfection of their 

practical skills. Now, after renovation 

and repair, the center is again ready 

to receive cadets, students of 

advanced training courses and 

guests of the Academy. 

 

Studying the requirements of CITES 

allowed students to become real 

professionals and serve at the Far 

Eastern Operational Customs with 

the necessary knowledge and experience to prevent customs offenses and crimes. Our 

country owes their competence to large-scale detentions of ginseng roots, bear gall 

bladders, musk deer gland, tiger and leopard derivatives, and much more.  

 

The Center is equipped with a modern projector for presentations. This is a comfortable 

and functional place to concentrate up-to-date information on the legal aspects of nature 

protection, to hold lectures, conferences and other scientific and practical events. For 

example, since 2009, with the support of WWF, a competition of student scientific 

papers dedicated to the preservation of natural heritage has been regularly held.” 

 

Poaching and smuggling are threats to the biodiversity of the planet. Training of customs 

specialists to preserve rare and endangered wildlife species, to implement the 

requirements of Russian and international legislation in the field of biodiversity 

protection are the basis for cooperation between the Customs Academy and WWF 

Russia. 

More details are here: 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tsentr-tamozhennogo-obespecheniya-okhrany-p

rirody-vf-rta-perezagruzka-sostoyalas/ 
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was organized by WWF and conduced at the lodge of  the “Durminskoye” hunting club 

not far from Khabarovsk. 20 game users from Primorsky, Khabarovsky, and Evreiskaya 

provinces gathered together to discuss and share the expertise on how to develop 

ecotourism and public awareness activities in their hunting leases. Representatives from 

NGOs, All-Russia Wildlife Management Research Institute, the Ministry of Tourism have 

joined the meeting.  

 

In addition to practical classes, excursions and discussions on 

the organization of tourism and educational activities, the report 

of the representative of the Khabarovsky province Ministry of 

Tourism on the possibilities of the state structure to support and 

develop tourism and ecotourism activities in the region was 

presented.  

 

Hunting leases cover about 80% of the Amur tiger habitats. It is 

about 150 hunting clubs that have infrastructure to be used for ecotourism, game 

wardens, inspectors, wildlife biologists who can serve as guides for the tourists.  

In the seminar’s resolution the participants proposed to include activities on ecotourism 

development in the hunting leases into the strategies and plans for the regions’ 

development. It will help the hunting industry to make progress sustainably. Another 

suggestion of the resolution is to create ad-hoc public committees and associations that 

can represent the interests of game users.  

 

The venue of the seminar, the “Durminskoe” hunting club, was not chosen by chance. It 

has a unique experience in the development of ecological, scientific, and educational 

tourism. In modern conditions, these activities can become an important component of 

an integrated approach to sustainable use of nature resources in hunting leases. The 

funds raised from ecotourism are invested both into the lease’s bio resources protection 

and increasing the number of animals including a tiger. Here, over 600 students 

undertook internship, tourists from all over Russia and abroad visited the lease.  

 

The event was a part of the “Northern Tiger” project. 

 

 

 

 



2010 was a pivotal year in the history of tiger conservation. The iconic big cat was  

threatened with extinction and only an estimated 3,200 were left in the wild. In the same 

year tiger range countries came together and committed to double wild tiger populations, 

a goal known as TX2, by 2022 - the next Year of the Tiger. 

 

2016 marked the first time in over 100 

years when the global wild tiger 

population finally began to increase. 

But each country’s journey towards 

TX2 has been different and while tiger 

populations in some countries are on 

the rise, tiger populations are still 

declining across Southeast Asia, 

reminding us that the progress is 

fragile.  

 

Bhutan, China, India, Nepal and Russia are proving how strong political will, community 

support and tiger conservation comes together as a recipe for success, as tiger 

numbers in each country are increasing. But how have they achieved this? 

 

Here’s 12 ways tiger range countries have been working to return Asia’s roar over the 

last 12 years since the Global Tiger Summit in 2010. 

 

1. Tigers roaming across borders 

The most important approach to protect wild tigers is to protect their habitat and ensure 

that tigers can freely traveling and communicate with each other. Northeast China is one 

of the historical distribution regions of the Amur tiger. Due to habitat degradation and 

fragmentation, there are 500 to 600 wild Amur tigers in northeast China, most of which 

are living in the Far East of Russia. 

 

Interaction with tiger populations living in Russia is essential for the recovery of wild tiger 

populations in our country. Thanks to the identification of multiple cross border corridors 

and improved management of protected areas, the big cats can roam freely in these 

corridors. 

 

As a matter of fact, many Amur tigers travel back and forth between the two countries, 

some wading through rivers, and some crossing mountains to patrol their territories. 

Many tiger reserves in China are bordering the tiger distribution areas in the Russian Far 



East, such as the Land of the Russian Leopard National Park and the Hunchun Amur 

Tiger National Reserve in China's Northeast Tiger and Leopard National Park. 

In 2019, the Northeast Tiger and Leopard National Park signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with the Land of the Leopard National Park in Russia and laid out 

an action plan for the next three years. The two sides have strengthened cooperation in 

the protection of Amur tigers and leopards, national park management, scientific 

research, ecological monitoring and environmental education. 

Some tigers are “roaming” tigers and some are settled tigers. For example, the tiger “Hu 

Wa” may have settled in Jilin’s Huangnihe Reserve and surrounding areas after 

returning from Russia. 

 

2.Communities’ participation in conservation 

WWF approaches conservation in Nepal by partnering with local people who depend 

heavily on forests to become resource managers, beneficiaries, and stewards of the 

forests in which they live. Nepal’s Khata Corridor has recovered from just 115 hectares 

to 3,800 hectares thanks to the efforts of the local community. Forest restoration 

programs here have been complemented by conservation initiatives such as alternative 

energy programs through biogas, a clean cooking fuel from animal dung which helped 

replace household need for firewood to reduce pressure on forests. The functional 

corridor is also home to tigers which are free to roam between the forests of Nepal and 

India. 

 

The establishment of the Khata Ecological Corridor is an important step in connecting 

tiger habitats, which link large tracts of forest in Nepal and India, allowing tigers to roam 

freely between the two countries just like those Northeast tigers in China and Russia.  

 

In China’s tiger reserves, WWF is also actively exploring community engagement and 

sustainable development. For example, since 2018, WWF has donated nearly 400 

beehives to residents and rangers in tiger sanctuaries and surrounding communities, 

and organized professional beekeeping training to help local residents improve their 

economic income. Every 10 beehives can increase the income of local people by 1,500 

to 2,500 yuan per year. 

 

At the same time, WWF and its partners have motivated villagers to sign conservation 

covenants, encouraged them to participate in volunteer patrols, and organized SAFE 

human wildlife conflict management training. This is a tool specifically designed to 

assess and manage human wildlife conflicts and help mitigate them. Green 

development projects are carried out to reduce the pressure of community development 

on the environment and wildlife populations in nature reserves. 

 

3. Tackling the illegal the illegal trade 

Combating the illegal tiger trade requires close cooperation of relevant law enforcement 

agencies within and between countries throughout the trade chain, from the source, 

through transit, to consumption. WWF and TRAFFIC have worked to facilitate 



government-led cooperation to break the India–China–Nepal tiger trade chain through 

improved transboundary wildlife law enforcement and coordination.  Nepal's National 

Wildlife Crime Control Coordination Committee was created to facilitate national 

multi-agency cooperation across police, customs and intelligence departments, with a 

similar model to India's National Wildlife Crime Control Bureau. This strategic approach 

has resulted in enhanced regional capacity of protected area personnel, police and 

other enforcement agencies to counter poaching and trade in tiger parts and products, 

as well as garnering political support for tiger conservation. 

 

Since China formally joined the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1981, China has continuously improved its 

implementation management and enforcement system and established a relatively 

efficient supervision system, which has been fully recognized by the international 

community in the implementation of international trade supervision and participation in 

global joint action for CITES. 

 

4. Expanding tiger range  

While tiger numbers are globally increasing it’s important to acknowledge that their 

range - the places they are found - has continued to decrease in the last decade. The 

success of tiger numbers over the last 12 years gives us hope but we must build on this 

and expand the tiger's range to avoid losing this fragile progress. 

As tiger populations have recovered researchers have started seeing them in new areas. 

In Nepal, during 2020 the high-altitude record of a tiger sighting was broken twice in the 

country - creating excitement about the prospect of tigers claiming new ground. But 

tigers aren’t just appearing at new heights here, they’re also on the move. The second 

high altitude sighting in Ilam increased the known tiger range in Nepal east by an 

incredible 200km. This is credit to the remarkable efforts of the government and 

communities in tiger landscapes over the last decade. 

A similar situation has occurred in China. Wandashan No. 1, which drew national 

attention last year, is believed to have strayed into a village while exploring new territory 

and was rescued and released into the wild, the first successful rescue of a wild tiger in 

China. 

 

This is a successful attempt to mitigate the risk of human wildlife conflicts: the GPS 

collar worn by “Wandashan No.1” will track the tiger and warn people in potential tiger 

locations in real time to ensure tiger and people’s safety. Protectors are also exploring 

conflict mitigation mechanisms to ensure the safety of the tigers while protecting the 

lives and property of the community. 

 

5. Translocation of tigers 

There appeared to be little hope for tigers in the west of India’s Rajaji Tiger Reserve until 

a translocation bringing tigers back to the area launched in 2020. There had been no 

signs of breeding in the reserve since 2006 and the reintroduction of new tigers aims to 

change this. The process to translocate tigers requires a long time commitment with 



extensive planning that also relies on strong political will and social support. 

 

6. Rewilding 

Kazakhstan’s story on the other hand is very different. Tigers became extinct in the 

country over 70 years ago and a landmark effort is underway to return this iconic big cat 

to the country by 2025. It will take at least 15 years, and include three key stages: First, 

habitat preparation which started in 2018 and will last until 2024. Second is the tiger 

reintroduction phase which will last another nine years, until 2033. And finally monitoring 

will start in 2025 and continue for at least 15 years. At least 10 tigers will be translocated 

in this period and with the right conditions the Ile-Balkhash Reserve has the capacity to 

support 120 tigers. 

 

7 Supporting rangers 

The ‘SMART Patrol’ approach is a conservation tool that is used worldwide and supports 

rangers in their efforts to protect wildlife from poachers and other threats. Data such as 

wildlife sightings and illegal activity are logged through 

the SMART app and are then used to help rangers adapt 

their patrols based on the location of threats. Since 2012, 

thanks to the help of SMART and other conservation 

measures, tiger numbers in Bhutan’s Royal Manas 

National Park have doubled — an incredible and hard 

fought conservation success. 

 

Since 2011, WWF NEC and its partners have introduced 

SMART patrol technology to China's wild tiger range 

reserves. At the same time, we have conducted many 

training courses for rangers, with more than 1,000 participants in total. 

 

8. Human tiger coexistence 

Tigers live in some of the most densely populated regions of the world and finding 

effective ways to partner with people living and working in these areas is vital for the 

long-term recovery of wild tigers. In India’s Pilibhit Tiger Reserve Bagh Mitras - volunteer 

community response teams - have been trained in how to provide support in 

human-tiger conflict situations, understanding tiger behaviour, and pugmark 

identification. These teams were formed in response to an increase in the number of 

tigers over the past few years which has led to an increase in the number of human 

wildlife conflict incidents. Their role is to provide support to local authorities and 

communities in preventing or responding to conflict situations when they arise. 

 

In China, WWF has introduced the SAFE system (Human wildlife Conflicts Assessment 

and Management System) for tiger reserves. By assessing the current situation and 

trend of conflicts, and cooperating with government administrative departments, 

residents of forest farm communities, rangers and public security departments, WWF 

made a comprehensive and rapid assessment of conflicts in the region. The 



assessment results are used to establish security benchmarks against which to develop 

strategic action plans for security in the region. 

 

In 2018, WWF conducted the SAFE Workshop in Hunchun city, Jilin Province. Experts 

from the WWF TAI introduced the SAFE system to managers and rangers from Jilin and 

Heilongjiang provinces, and shared conflict management experiences from countries 

such as Bhutan, India and Nepal. 

 

From 2019 to 2021, WWF and partners have been working on SAFE pilot projects in 

Jilin's Huangnihe National Nature Reserve and Heilongjiang's Dajiahe Provincial Nature 

Reserve to help partners establish human wildlife conflicts rapid response teams to 

mitigate the impact of conflict by using SAFE tools for rapid assessment. 

 

9. Restoring Tiger Habitat 

Thailand is a leader in the Southeast Asia region for effectively managing its tiger sites. 

WWF-Thailand has partnered with the Thai Department of National Parks, Wildlife and 

Plant Conservation on a project to support the long-term recovery of both tiger and prey 

populations. Together, they are restoring important grazing areas and setting up artificial 

salt licks to supply wildlife with vital minerals. Three different tiger prey species have 

already benefited from these interventions — muntjac, sambar deer, and gaur — an 

important step towards tiger recovery.  

 

In 2011, China officially issued the China Wild Tiger Recovery Plan, which sets out five 

priority areas, including the conservation and restoration of wild tiger habitat. China's 

Wild Tiger Recovery Plan opens a new chapter for the conservation of wild tigers, and 

also becomes a milestone in the conservation and recovery of wild tigers in China. 

 

Logging of natural forests were banned since 2015. In 2017, the Northeast Tiger and 

Leopard National Park was set up its pilot in the key habitat of the Amur Tiger. In 2021, 

the Northeast Tiger and Leopard National Park was officially established as one of the 

first national parks, which represents a shift from regional or single species conservation 

to large-scale ecosystem conservation, and further promotes the effective conservation 

and restoration of tiger and leopard populations and habitats in northeast China. 

 

However, habitat fragmentation still threatens tigers' survival. Since 2010, WWF and its 

partners have conducted a study on potential corridors in China's Amur tiger 

conservation priority areas, identifying priority conservation plans and potential locations 

for corridor construction in the northern and southern Laoye Ridge, Wanda Mountains 

and Zhangguangcai Mountain areas. In 2019, WWF and partners identified four 

international and four domestic corridors along the China-Russia border in a study of the 

Amur Tiger corridor. 

 

These results are of great significance for future ecological corridor construction of Amur 

tigers in China. From the perspective of the global tiger conservation strategy, it is the 



key to the conservation of the Amur Tiger to build the ecological corridors and effectively 

connect these fragmented habitats. 

 

10. Tackling snaring crisis 

WWF-Malaysia launched an ambitious initiative called Project Stampede which 

drastically increased the number of patrol teams formed by people from the local 

indigenous communities. Alongside habitat loss and degradation, the increasing use of 

snares is contributing to an extinction crisis in Southeast Asia. These teams carry out 

patrols, remove snares and collect data on poaching. While Malaysia’s tiger population 

continues to decline, these patrol teams have reduced active snares in 

Belum-Temengor Forest Complex by an incredible 94%. Increased funding and patrol 

teams are a positive step towards conserving Malaysia’s tigers but more needs to be 

done to prevent this glimmer of hope from fading. 

 

WWF and its partners’ anti-poaching effort in China help significantly reduce the snare 

density in China’s tiger range. The Anti-Poaching Supervision and Assessment 

Mechanism (SAMAP) pilots has expanded to 9 protect areas or nature reserves in 

China. In 2022, WWF has been officially recognized as a third-party anti-poaching 

assessor for the Tiger and Leopard National Park Administration（NCTLNPA）, before 

the official recognition, WWF has been involved with several anti-poaching evaluation 

work for NCTLNPA.  

 

11. Enabling success with conservation tools 

Another piece of innovation that is supporting countries in their efforts to protect tigers is 

the Conservation Assured Tiger Standards (CA|TS). It sets best practices to manage 

tiger sites and in 2020 the Indian government adopted CA|TS across the country’s 50 

Tiger Reserves, which contain over 60% of the world’s tiger population. The following 

year the government continued to strengthen India’s contribution to the TX2 goal by 

announcing 14 of these Tiger Reserves had been CA|TS approved. Being CA|TS 

approved increases the site profile and shows that effectively managing a site enables 

tigers to be conserved and where possible numbers to recover. 

 

In China, two protected areas have become the CA | TS registered members, Jilin 

Huangnihe National Nature Reserve and Jilin Wangqing National Nature Reserve, 

respectively. In the future, WWF and its partners will continue to support them pass the 

CA | TS certification, and push forward more reserves to register for certification. 

 

12. Global Tiger Day 

Since 2011, WWF and its partners have organized 11 Global 

Tiger Day campaigns to promote the achievements of wild 

tiger conservation and raise awareness of Amur Tiger 

conservation through short videos, interactive exhibitions and 

forums. 

 



WWF have launched the social media topics of # WelcomeTigersHome and # 

TigersNeedsCorridors# on Twitter-like Weibo to share stories of tiger protection and 

rangers, and to voice for conservation. WWF also encouraged public participation 

through various innovative ways, such as tiger protection hand gesture dance, painting 

for tigers, introduction on tigers in Chinese intangible cultural heritage, etc. 

 

While there have been some commendable achievements in wild tiger conservation 

over the past 12 years, the work has a long way to go. Habitat fragmentation, and the 

rising risk of human wildlife conflict yet to be mitigated. 

 

In 2022, tiger countries around the world will meet again at this year's International 

Forum for Tiger Conservation, where progress on the goal of doubling the TX2 tiger will 

be announced and action plans for wild tiger conservation will be drawn up for the next 

12 years. We look forward to continuing to work together to start a new conservation 

journey. 
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