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1. You say Big Cats
Three tiger cubs born from Svetlaya and Boris in Evreiskaya Province
Amur tiger field monitoring held in Evreiskaya Province brought good news. The 
experts managed to figure out the number of tiger cubs born from tigress Svetlaya 

and tiger Boris that roam the Zhuravliny Wildlife 
Refuge, as well as to estimate the exact minimum 
number of Amur tigers in the Province.
In 2013 the survey revealed only one tiger inhabiting 
the Bastak Nature Reserve, while in 2017 their number 
has increased up to 11 individuals. Four of them are the 
tigers released in Evreiskaya Province after the course 
of rehabilitation, and the other five are the cubs born 
from the rehabilitated tigers! This practically makes 2% 
of the whole Amur tiger population. However, taking 
into account often visits of tigers from Khabarovsky 
Province the number might be even higher.
As the experts assumed, tiger cubs are about one year 
old. They are cheerful and happy! They copy the habits 

of their mother sniffing the marking trees after her. It’s hard to determine the 
gender of cubs yet, but it was possible to examine the stripes and to see a very 
familiar pattern: one of the kittens has an unstriped side just like tiger Boris, their 
Dad, has! Happy father of the family, who was also recorded by camera traps, is 
looking great as always.
The project is being implemented by the Amur Tiger Center, Alekseevka 
Rehabilitation Center and Institute of Ecology and Evolution Problems with the 
support of WWF.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-
evreyskiy-avtonomnoy-oblasti-u-tigritsy-svetloy-i-tigra-borisa-rodilis-3-
tigrenka/

Global Tiger Forum and WWF expand geography of CA|TS
A training workshop on implementation of Conservation Assured Tiger Standards 
CA|TS took place in Indonesia. Delegates from National Committees and protected 
areas from 10 tiger range countries attended the workshop that took place on 13-

16 October in Bogor, Indonesia. Among the Russian 
delegation Yury Darman, senior advisor of WWF-
Russia Amur branch, who was awarded with the title 
of Honorable Member of the Global Tiger Forum. In 
2015 Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve became the first 
in Russia and the second in the world protected area 
after Chitwan National Park in Nepal to receive CA 
|TS certificate. The third certified territory already 
approved in India. In Russia, Land of the Leopard 
National Park is preparing for audit, as well as the Joint 

Directorate of Lazovsky Nature Reserve and Zov Tigra National Park in Primorsky 
Province, and Anyuisky National Park in Khabarovsky Province.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/globalnyy-
tigrinyy-forum-i-vsemirnyy-fond-dikoy-prirody-rasshiryayut-geografiyu-
tigrinoy-sertifikats/
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Artificial Intelligence for Tiger Conservation: Snare Threat Prediction in Northeastern China
WWF and Carnegie Mellon University identified the key patrolling lines for effective 
removal of the poaching snares in Oct, 2017. Dr, Fang, the Assistant Professor, 
School of Computer Science, Carnegie Mellon University and WWF conducted a 
survey and created an intelligence model of poaching prediction. Based on this 

model, the major patrolling routes were identified. 
“Snare poaching isa major threat to Amur tigers and 
leopards in northeast China", said Jin Yongchao, 
project officer of WWF. “The low effectiveness of anti-
poaching is an urgent problem to be solved.” As the 
limited rangers’ resources, how to efficiently remove 
the random snares in the tiger habitats is a serious 
issue. Together with Dr, Fang, a survey and intelligence 
model of predicting the poaching threaten was carried 
out in Huangnihe Forestry Bureau(FB) since Aug, 
2017. Based on the results, 10 key threaten regions 
and 100 patrolling lines were identified. Together 
with Dr Fang, Huangnihe FB, WWF confirmed 2 of 
100 patrolling lines in Oct, 2017, and 22 snares were 

removed from well-hidden and unpatrolled regions. The intelligence model will be 
updated based on the SMART patrolling database in FY2018. We hope that it will 
be conducted in the Amur tigers and leopards’ habitats of China in the near future.

CA|TS to improve the tiger conservation in China
On November 22, 2017, the second meeting of CA|TS committee was held 
in Dunhua. As the first registered member of CA|TS, primary assessment of 
Huangnihe National Nature Reserve (NNR) was passed. According to the assessing 
results, scientific management and conservation plan of Amur tiger and other gaps 

were identified. 
“As the second inland breeding site of Amur tiger, 
Huangnihe NNR plays an important role in the 
population and habitat recovery of Amur tiger in 
China”, Mr. Zhiyong Fan said, the reviewer of CA|TS 
in China.
At the same time, the registered application of 
Wangqing NNR was approved by the Jilin CA|TS 
committee. Wangqing NNR is located in Wangqing 
county, Yanbian Korean Autonomous Region, and 
the area is 67,434 ha. The major protected species are 
Amur tiger, Amur leopard, Taxus cuspidate (Taxus 

cuspidata S.et Z) and their habitats, and broad-leaved mixed forest ecosystem in 
north of China. There are 3—4 Amur tigers and 5—6 Amur leopards in the nature 
reserve. On the other hand, the work plan CA|TS of China for the next five years 
was drawn up; it will guide the development of CA|TS in the Amur tiger habitat 
of China. “CA|TS is an important and powerful tool to increase the management 
and conservation capacity of tiger nature reserve. We should develop it to all 
the tiger nature reserves and other protected areas in the future”, Mr. Minghai 
Zhang said, Dean of Wildlife and Resource in Northeast Forestry University, 
Director of Feline Research Center in State Forestry Administration.
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Two corridors for Amur tigers along He-Da Highway
WWF and State Forestry Administration Feline Research Center have jointly 
released the report on the corridor assessment for the Amur tigers along the 
Hegang-Dalian (He-Da) Highway in 2017. It is identified that there are two 
corridors for Amur tigers alongside this highway. WWF has paid  attention to 
this highway which is an obstacle for tigers to move from eastern China-Russian 
bordering areas and to settle in inland China. The report defines two corridors by 
analyzing datasets of forests, vegetation, preys, and human interferences along 
the highway and as well as four possible tiger moving paths within two corridor 
areas by using distance-cost and effective modeling. “We should pay attention to 
these two critical corridors as much as possible since tigers have been moving 
gradually toward inlands in recent years," Zhang Minghai stressed. As an 
influential tiger expert in China, he is now taking in hand the WWF’s project of 
overall planning of Amur tiger conservation in this fiscal year. Working with the 
relevant stakeholders, WWF will promote the tiger friendly corridor management 
measures in the two corridors.

CAUTION: Watch Out for The tiger!
WWF carried out Amur tiger and leopard monitoring projects in 2017. We will 
continue to supervise and improve the monitoring networks including Hunchun, 
Wangqing, Dongning, and Suiyang convention reserves. The monitoring data 
comparison between Jilin and Heilongjiang province will be completed by the end 
of 2017. We will coordinate with the Russian National Leopard Park to finish the 
comparison of the monitoring in China.
As the lumber ban has been in effect in the past years in Northeast of China, the 
landscape and ecosystem have been gradually recovered. Also, the number of 
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Amur tigers moving from Russia to China is increasing year by year. The relevant 
data also showed that the Amur tigers and leopards have set up family units 
in Northeast of China. With the establishment of Chinese National Tiger and 
Leopard Park (CNTLP), the Amur tiger conservation project has increasingly been 
valued. This  November, the experts and the WWF program officers attended the 
construction scheme of S201 road in CNTLP section, to suggest the construction 
of 4-5 artificial corridors to minimize the influence of highway on the Amur tigers 
and leopards’ moving inland.
This image shows that two "web celebrity" Amur tigers who started their travalling 
at Zhenbao Island in 2017 to the territory of China, have been tracked and named 
T1, T2 (data provided by Mr Dong Hongyu from the forestry administration and 
the Dongfanghong forestry bureau). Tracks of T1 (yellow dot) in Sept. 2017 and 
T2 (blue dot) in Nov.2017.It can be proved by the videos and images shared in the 
web by the local residents and by the relevant protection agencies and the local 
forestry bureaus. According to their description, the two tigers were not afraid of 
human, and the videos were recorded beside roads and highways, and monitoring 
data also shows that the two tigers were affected by the block of the highway. The 
monitoring data shows that the first generation of Amur tiger in China stepped 
on Zhenbao island convention reserve. Nevertheless, while we are focusing on 
the Amur tiger spreading, the Living condition of first generation still cannot be 
ignored.
Videos link: Newsletter by Liuduo 2017.12.19\video for Q2\T1&T2 video.mp4

New rangers were trained for China Amur Tiger and Leopard National Park
On November 26—30,2017, together with Jilin Forestry Department, Field 
Research Center of State Forestry Administration, Forestry and Industry Bureau 
of Changbaishan, the first large scale rangers’ training was held in Wangqing 
NNR. 184 timbers from 97 forestry farms (FF) in 9 forestry bureaus (FB) joined 
this event.
Rangers play an important role in Amur tiger and leopard protection, ecosystem 
conservation and anti-poaching. Nevertheless, we are significantly short of 
rangers in our country; and the skills of rangers are under-developed, the income 
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of the rangers is low as well. Rangers need the public 
attention and the support from the government.
The training included the sessions of both field teams 
and indoor ones; the different experts corresponded 
to different topics, and the contents include: camera 
traps, SMART patrolling, tiger tracking, laws and rules, 
field survival etc. We expect that this training could 
offer the trainees more skills and information in their 
future patrolling works on tiger conservation in China 
Amur Tiger and Leopard National Parks.

Effective Conservation Method for Wild Species
On December 13—21, 2017, WWF NEC staff conducted the survey of migratory 
fish population, distribution and threatening factors in the Tumen, Hunchun, 
Suifen, Wusuli Rivers. The current situation of migratory fishes was analyzed 
via questionnaires, interviews, communication and field surveys. Through this 
investigation, we found out that the construction of the reservoir and hydropower 
station had a great impact on the fish. Upstream dam construction would cause 
water shortage downstream; fish species number would decrease, the dam would 

block fish migration, and wetland reclamation would 
cause loss of fish habitats.
For now, the data collection and analysis are ongoing 
with the final survey results to be available in first 
quarter of 2018.
Given the decline in the number of migratory fish 
such as salmon and sturgeon, some research institutes 
carried out the breeding and release of endangered fish. 
Duing the survey, researchers visited the Dongning 
and Mishan salmon release stations. Every year ten 
thousands of young fish are released but few could 
migrate back. This proves the fact that the released 

fish rarely survived in the changed environment. Secondly, there was a lack of 
funds and professional expertise in the release station. Therefore, it is necessary 
to restore the habitats and populations by putting in more human and financial 
resources. Enhancing fisheries enforcement and public awareness can also offer 
support to the conservation.

Smart Training for Rangers in Forest Bureaus
WWF held a ranger training for Dongning and Wangqing Forest bureaus from 
October 24 to mid-November. The training was aimed at improving therangers' 

skills and at the upgrading of their patrolling 
effectiveness.
As the Amur tiger and Leopard National Park has 
established, more Rangers are in need and volunteers 
need to be trained to become qualified rangers. 
Therefore, WWF plans to provide several extensive 
training for the rangers this year. WWF offered skills 
and practical training in Northeast China for many 
years, this year is a really important year for the new 
rangers to get ready for patrolling.



7

The training in Wangqing Forest Bureau was open to all the departments of 
wildlife protection. The training was held to improve the management ability in 
the area of Amur Tiger and Leopard National Park, to protect Amur tiger and 
leopard population, and to promote the human and the nature live harmoniously. 
The training contains patrol ability and smart software, which would be helpful to 
their patrolling works.
Related links: http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/3XSuPT0H0WlR7qyo_7hcvQ
http://www.isenlin.cn/sf_1684631C087348B3A4CB3928A07CB90A_209_722
BFD88362.html?from=timeline

On-going Real-Smart Program 
Weilim Yap has arrived Heilongjiang Laoyeling National Nature Reserve to support 

the Real-smart program in December, 2017. With the improved 
technique, the patrol is becoming more and more convenient.
Real-smart program has been applied in many countries, such as 
Russia, the Kingdom of Bhutan, Cambodia, Malaysia and many 
Tiger range countries. With WWF’s effort, Real-smart program 
has been introduced to the Northeast China.
Without a Patrol handbook, rangers could finish patrolling for a 
day only with a phone. And data entry could be done with a click 
on the Smart desktop. Li Weiping, GIS officer from WWF said, 
“This program will free a lot of paper and labor, make our wildlife 
resource patrolling efficient and easy.”
Heilongjiang Laoyeling Amur Tiger National Nature Reserve 
is located in Northeast, Heilongjiang Province, China. Now the 
program of Real-Smart in the nature reserve is a bold attempt, the 
next step is to replace our traditional patrolling to real-smart one 
in the near future.

Rangers and hunting resources users perfect their professional skills
On December 4—5, WWF Russia and the Ministry of Natural Resources of 
Khabarovsky Province held a seminar “Legal Precedents on Prevention Crimes 

against Wildlife”.
60 seminar participants are the ones being in the 
forefront when dealing with human-predators conflicts, 
revealing and investigating violations against fauna 
species, and safeguarding habitats of the Amur tiger 
and ungulates. The focal point of the seminar’s agenda 
was to discuss the amendments into the environmental 
laws. One of them gives more detailed definitions of 
administrative and criminal infringements against 
fauna species. Common mistakes when opening an 
administrative case, providing veterinary safety and 

control, issues on labelling and investigation of criminal cases were reviewed. Also, 
techniques of tiger tracking and conflicts prevention were considered, as well as the 
legal basis for the supervision over hunting industry, monitoring of game species, 
and issues on management plans for hunting clubs.  
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/
okhotnadzor-i-okhotpolzovateli-khabarovskogo-kraya-sovershenstvuyut-svoi-
znaniya/
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Rangers Training Supports Amur Tiger Protection
On November 28—29, 2017, WWF, Jilin Forestry Bureau and Yanbian Autonomous 
Region Forestry Administration Bureau held Jilin Rangers Training in Amur 

Tiger and Leopard Parks. The training was arranged at 
Wangqing Forestry Bureau and attracted 180 rangers.
According to RFA’s latest report issued in 2016, 48% of 
rangers lack professional skills. China started training 
rangers late; the profession of a ranger was been 
approved as a registered one only in 2015. Therefore 
it is necessary and valuable to improve rangers’ 
skills, upgrade the effectiveness of the patrolling, and 
minimize the potential danger in their work. 
The training agenda covered Amur tiger and leopard 
behaviors, tracking and reservation of the footprints, 
footprints identification, new wildlife protection laws, 

SMART patrolling, and GPS application, etc. The rangers also practiced the 
footprint measurement, camera setups, GPS application and form completion in 
the Jishagou forest. Via the training, the rangers’ skills have been improved, which 
will help their patrolling work in the future.

WWF organized a training workshop for the Bikin NP inspectors 
where delivered general theoretical knowledge and provided the inspectors with 
practical skills necessary for raids conduction. According to Pavel Fomenko, head 

of rare species conservation unit at WWF-Russia Amur 
branch, “In the Park there are many initiative young 
men, including representatives of indigenous people, 
who never worked in nature protection. Therefore, 
many things important for the preservation of the vast 
territory of this protected area - more than 1 million 
hectares, we discussed from scratch, trying to convey 
the basic and specific knowledge that will certainly 
be useful in raids." WWF staff and invited experts 
explained in detail the rights and duties of inspectors 
working in state PAs, the problems of qualifying 
administrative offenses against wildlife objects and the 

issues of minimizing conflicts with poachers. Another topic was the training on 
forensic examination, as well as the use of special equipment in the fight against 
offenders.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/wwf-
provel-seminar-po-obucheniyu-sotrudnikov-natsionalnogo-parka-bikin/
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2. When the Belt is Green
Co-management Council is to be established for community based conservation management
WWF-Mongolia took management responsibility of Khar Yamaat Nature 
Reserve (NR) according to the cooperation agreement made with the Ministry 
of Environment and Tourism and local governments of Khentii and Sukhbaatar 

provinces in the region. Under this framework, the 
conservation activities are vigorously undertaken 
within the nature reserve. 
An important immediate task for Khar Yamaat NR is 
to initiate and strengthen optimal community based 
conservation management option. Under this task, a 
discussion was held in Bayan-Ovoo county of Khentii 
province in November, 2017. The event was attended 
by local communities, specialists from the Aimag’s 
Environment Department, and representatives of 
other stakeholders.
At the beginning of the discussion, the participants 

were presented with main findings of the activities undertaken at collaborative 
efforts of local communities and other stakeholders and then they shared their 
comments and feedbacks. The participants agreed on importance of community 
based conservation approach, but they had different opinions on efficient ways 
or types of arrangements for implementation of their proposed actions. Some of 
them commented a NGO as the most efficient way for implementation of their 
activities and capacity building, while others advised that this type of organization 
would require more thorough studies prior to making a final decision on it.
During the discussion, the WWF-Mongolia raised and presented some practical 
types of organizations among others.  Majority of the participants agreed on a 
type of Co-Management Council at first, in spite of some difficulties existing.  
As recommended by the participants, the most practical financing source was 
Trust Fund. However, some participants warned that it would require more 
comprehensive studies to realize it in practice. At the end of discussion, a working 
group was set up to deal with the Co-Management Council. The working group has 
agreed to present the first draft of its proposal on the next meeting to be held in 
January, 2018.

People thankworthy on Mongolian gazelle protection campaign
Mongolian gazelle  is most affected migratory species to poaching. They are grazing 
in flocks which makes easy to hunt them. If the situation will go at the same pace 

the Mongolian gazelle community will be in danger of 
extinction. With this aim in a mind, the WWF-Mongolia 
has organized campaign to protect Mongolian gazelle 
in the eastern part of the country in November, 2017. 
In the campaign the government officials of relevant 
soums, community organizations are participated. 
The objectives of the campaign were to prevent and 
intercept possible dangers along predefined migration 
route, to organize patrolling, to raise awareness among 
local community on protection of Mongolian gazelle 
and to change their attitudes.



10

During the campaign the awareness raising workshops 
on importance of protection and conservation of 
animal species have organized in each participating 
soums. Organizers especially noted that active 
participation of school children. Besides, children 
from eco-clubs provided interesting discussions 
about Mongolian gazelle promoting the importance 
of wildlife conservation. The campaign followed with 
cultural performances. During this the entertaining 
programme with dancing, reading poems and singing 
songs about Mongolian gazelle have facilitated, and 
information board with posters on the value of this 

animal have presented to citizens.
During the event citizens gave an oath to stop eating Mongolian gazelle meat 
voluntarily on the public. “Such action was an initial step to cut misbehaviour of 
eating Mongolian gazelle meat and provide good message in a positive way”, noted 
organizers. Citizens acknowledged a campaign on Mongolian gazelle protection and 
suggested continuously implement similar activities to reach the goal.

A biotechnical measure has been taken for wildlife
Last summer, it rained less and consequently, grass growth was less within most 
areas in Mongolia. This uncomfortable condition would lead to shortage and 
scarcity of natural hays for wildlife, in particular herbivores in this winter. Such 

conditions often require biotechnical measures for 
survivability of wild species. Therefore, Onon Balj 
National Park (OBNP) Administration in cooperation 
with soums’ rangers, Bag Governors, and local 
residents took a biotechnical measure for wildlife in 
34 designated points within the NP’s buffer zone in 
November, 2017. According to the wildlife specialists 
and other participants, they put 6.4 tones of salt and 
one tone of wheat and barley for wildlife in the points. 
The biotechnical measure was funded by Khentii aimag 
government from the natural resource use payments 
and fees. This funding was the first attempt for the local 

government. Overall, these types of payments and fees are rarely re-distributed to 
local governments to be spent for conservation purposes due to multiple “reasons”. 
Highlighting the funding from the local government for the biotechnical measure, 
local specialists and officers are sure that the natural resource use payments and 
fees will be fully spent for nature and wildlife conservation in the nearest future.  

13 Mongolian gazelles were fitted with satellite collars
WWF-Mongolia in cooperation with Environmental department of Sukhbaatar 
aimag have put satellite tracking collars on 13 Mongolian gazelles in eastern part 
of Mongolia to obtain migration data for three years. A joint work has been carried 
out for a period from October 9 to October 25 2017, with the help of specialists of 
Onon Balj national park and local residents.
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The team slowly guided the gazelle herds with cars and 
motorcycles into a net. As they got closer, a few gazelles 
have been chased and caught into the net. Specialists  
said, “We successfully completed our study. In order to 
comfort the gazelles, we wrapped their eyes with soft 
cloth wraps and tried our best not to make a noise. The 
gazelles were set free after getting collared, also age 
and gender data has been collected. Not more than 5 
minutes were spent on each gazelle. Collaring gazelles 
will able us to study their migration and distribution 
range”. At WWF-Mongolia’s initiative, the animals 
collared in the area where scientific information on 
movement and migration pattern is lack.
The development of numerous mining projects and 
the associated infrastructure in the eastern region of 
Mongolia is near initial stages of development. All these 
development projects especially, the development of 
linear projects such as road and railways present a 
potential barrier for migratory animals of the region. 
In order to prevent and reduce these potential impacts, 
the collaring of mongolian gazelle is crucial to collect 
subsequent scientific data on movement pattern of this 
species. Based on analysis of scientific research data of 
collared animals are deem important for identification 
of the areas for installing wildlife passages in road and 
railroad network.

The Argun River Received Protective Status 
Sredneargunsky Wildlife Refuge of provincial level with an area of 201 385,2 hectares 
was established in Zabaikalsky Province with the support of WWF. The refuge was 

created as part of the Protected Areas Development 
Plan of Zabaikalsky Province to 2030. The new PA 
will provide sustainable watershed management 
preserving forest, grassland and freshwater ecosystems 
including rare species and game resources. The team of 
experts including the WWF-Russia staff invested a lot 
of efforts in preparation of eco-economic background 
and research expeditions. 
Traditional nature use for local people such as hunting, 
fishing, collecting of herbs and non-timber forest 
products is allowed on the territory of the wildlife 
refuge. Agricultural activity is also not prohibited. The 

refuge will provide protection of some rare species here namely tarbagan (Siberian 
marmot). It also will become a breeding ground for many game species. 
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/reka-
argun-poluchila-zashchitu-v-god-oopt-/
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Oriental stork Investigation
WWF, Xinkai Lake National Nature Reserve, National Bird banding Center, and 
Zhongwei Film and Television Studio recorded the migration of Oriental stork 
from Setemberp 20 to December 10, 2017. The crew spent 70 days, traveled from 
Heilongjiang to Jiangsu Province, and visited 20 wetland protection areas and 
wetland parks for the source of the documentary. Hopefully, the documentary will 
be released in Mar 2018.

Oriental stork is a migratory bird, and migrates 
two times every year. In spring, the birds will fly to 
Heilongjiang River Basin for nesting, mating, breeding 
and brooding. After then, they overwintering from 
October to Deemberc. In order to explore the mystery 
of the stork migration, WWF, Xinkai Lake National 
Nature Reserve, National Bird banding Center, and 
Zhongwei Film and Television Studio tracked and 
recorded the migration of Oriental stork from Sep 20th 
to Dec 10th in 2017.
In order to understand the behavior and activity of 
the  stork before their migration, the film crew arrived 
breeding area of Oriental stork for investigation and 
shooting in mid Sep 2017, while we officially started 
this activity in mid Oct 2017. We began filming from 
the Heilongjiang Province, the breeding area of riental 
stork, and the next stop was the Panjin of Liaoning, 
Caofeidian of Heibei, Dagang of Tianjin, Dongying of 
Shandong. Finally, we reached Caizi Lake of Anhui, 
Shengjin Lake of Anhui, and Poyang Lake of Jiangxi, 
the overwintering area of Oriental stork.

In this activity, we spent 70 days, traveled more than 20,000 kilometers, and 
reached 20 wetland protection areas and wetland parks. Finally, the source 
materials of the documentary were completed collection, and we believe it will 
meet with you before Mar 2018.
Although this activity has ended, it is just the beginning of life course of Oriental 
stork. The birds will migrate again from the overwintering area to the breeding 
area in Mar of next year. In addition, the rare birds, born in this year, will also 
participate in the breeding and have their little baby after 2~3 years, while the 
population continues.

Joint Efforts of Federal Generating Company, Russian Geographical Society, and WWF protect 
Oriental Stork 
The three organizations teamed up to run a project Saving Oriental Stork Together 
aimed at rare bird conservation. On November 27, the city of Blagoveshensk 
hosted a press conference focused on protection of Oriental stork nests on electric 
poles. According to the Federal Generating Company’s statistics, over 20% of all 
blackouts in the Far East are caused by birds activities. At the same time, electricity 
transmission facilities which Oriental storks use to nest on are often the reason of 
the rare birds deaths. 
To solve this problem in 2013 WWF Russia and the Federal Generating Company 
signed an agreement on cooperation. WWF has provided the Company with 
mapped nests locations alongside with the data on Oriental stork densities in the 
Amur Ecoregion. This information will help the Company to know which power 
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lines should be equipped with man-made platforms for 
the birds to make nests on and where to fix specifically 
designed constructions, rejectors, which prevent the 
birds from roosting on high-voltage power lines. Due 
these data the Company also knows what proactive 
measures to take when constructing new power pylons 
and poles in the habitat of Oriental stork. 
Since 2013, the Federal Generating Company set up 
around 4000 constructions in the Amur and Zeya 
Rivers basins in Amurskaya Province with over 1300 
in 2017.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/

resources/news/amur/sovmestnaya-rabota-federalnoy-setevoy-kompanii-rgo-
i-wwf-rossii-zashchishchaet-dalnevostochnogo-aist/

A Year for the Rare Bird
On November 16 the Bolonsky Nature Reserve hosted 
a workshop for the staff of the Chinese and Russian 
nature reserves created for Oriental stork conservation, 
for ornithologists and representatives of the local 
authorities responsible for rare species conservation. 
The workshop was organized at the initiative of WWF 
and Zapovednoye Priamurye Directorate for the 
Khabarovsky Province Reserves and National Parks. It 
was agreed that the coming 2018 will become the Year 
for the Oriental Stork and that this decision will be 
announced on February 2, on the World Wetlands Day.

Daurian Nature Reserve strengthens protection of Mongolian gazelle
On 4-6 November, in Zabaikalye the rapid response team of the Dauria Nature 
Reserve detained poachers that killed a roe deer and four Mongolian gazelles.
This detention is the result of strengthened antipoaching control carried out in the 
near-border area by the Zabaikalsky Province Wildlife Department and the Dauria 
NR the enforcement activities of which are being supported by WWF Russia for 
many years.

According to the Dauria NR press center, two persons 
from a local village killed a roe deer in the Reserve’s 
buffer zone. They were immediately detained by the 
Reserve’s rangers. They will pay the administrative fine 
estimated at $50 US dollars each and to compensate 
the damage of about $1 700 US dollars.   
Later the antipoaching group moved to another village 
and found four dead Mongolian gazelles and other 
evidences enough for opening a criminal case for illegal 
hunt for animals included in the Red List of Russia.
Success on dzeren conservation was one of the reasons 
to include Dauria Landscapes in the World Heritage 
List of UNESCO this year.” 
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/

resources/news/amur/daurskiy-zapovednik-usilivaet-okhranu-dzerena-/
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3. Our Forests
KEDR forest monitoring System to be enhanced by drones 
WWF Russia in cooperation with local businesses integrates drones into KEDR. 
This will enable forestry management agencies to carry out efficient monitoring 
and to detect illegal logging operations and forest fires in the broadleaved-Korean 

pine forests in the Russian Far East. WWF experts and 
developers of KEDR system already received the first 
set of equipment. The main task is to design a software 
to automatically program drone flights to the areas of 
potential illegal logging reported by KEDR system. The 
forest rapid response team of Khabarovsky Province 
carried out field tests proving that drones can be an 
effective assistance in forest protection and monitoring. 
Before drones became available, the forest rangers 
had to cover impassible forest areas to check the 
information on violations in the forest. Now, checking 
of forest poaching can be done by drones which record 
video and shoot pictures of detected illegal cuts that 

can be used as evident in the court. 

The International Forum “Beekeeping in Tiger Land” was held in Primorye 
on 28-30 November by the Association of Beekeepers of Primorsky Province, 
WWF-Russia Amur branch and the Forest Sciences Center of Catalonia (CTFC, 
Spain). The meeting was held as part of WWF small grant projects “Amur Coalition 

for Nature Protection”. It was attended by about 70 
experts on non-timber forest products, specialists on 
honey and medicinal herbs from Russia, Catalonia, 
Costa Rica and Kazakhstan, honey producers from 
Primorye. The focus of the Forum was to increase the 
export potential of Primorsky honey by using modern 
research technologies; to create the largest laboratory 
of international level in Primorye on evaluation of 
beekeeping product quality; to make connections with 
the entrepreneurs of small and medium business from 
Russia and abroad.

The Forum’s appeal to the Primorsky Administration contains the proposals 
of beekeepers on creation of the laboratory on honey quality certification, the 
development of the program on beekeeping in the region; as well as the appeal to 
the Ministry of Natural Resources on the issue of Far Eastern linden conservation.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/
mezhdunarodnyy-forum-pchelovodstvo-v-tigrinom-krae-sostoyalsya-v-
primore/

Forestry innovation center opened in Primorsky Province 
The opening ceremony of the Center at the base Primorskaya State Agricultural 
Academy was held on November 3. The establishing of the Forestry Innovation 
Center has become possible thanks to a joint project between WWF-Russia 
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and WWF-Japan in partnership with Toyota, which 
supports WWF work in sustainable forest management 
and conservation of forests. The Center will integrate 
all the best forestry practices applicable in the region, 
such as the KEDR forest monitoring system, experience 
in fighting illegal logging, the latest approaches to 
sustainable forest use, and provide training programs 
and courses for both professionals and a wider audience. 
It will also unite the initiatives of schoolchildren, high 
school graduates and students in forest research and 
conservation. WWF hopes that the Center will serve an 
innovative platform attractive for the young specialists 
and recognized on the national level.

Since 2010 the Primorskaya State Agricultural Academy (PGSHA) has been a 
close partner of WWF-Russia in sustainable forest management, training forestry 
experts and conservation of rare big cats – the Amur tiger and Amur leopard.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/tsentr-
innovatsiy-lesnogo-khozyaystva-otkryt-v-primore-/

TaigaFest
On September 24—October 1, Primorye hosted the TaigaFest with WWF being 
one of its key partners. The Festival designed to proclaim the taiga (this is 
how the local people call the broadleaved-coniferous forest) as a key brand of 
Primorye, to make people consider their relations with nature, and to inspire 
them to use forest resources sustainably. 
Humans are for the Taiga, the Taiga is for humans – such logo was seen on 
several venues of the Festival. Within the whole week 16 restaurants and cafes 
of Vladivostok offered meals and drinks cooked with forest products. One of 
the festive events was a photo exhibition, consisting of 20 large compelling 
pictures of the Far Eastern taiga and its wild inhabitants. The final event 
of the TaigaFest took place in one of the art-parks that gathered together 
around 3000 people. Different quests, competitions, all-win lottery, tea and 
honey tasting sessions, a mini training How to survive in the taiga, mini stage 
performance, a shaman riot Feeding the Ancestors’ Spirits and other activities 
were on the Festival’s agenda. 

Primorskaya State Agriculture Academy held a Tournament of Young Ecologists 
The 3-rd Tournament was organized by the Agriculture Academy, the Amur Tiger 
Center, and WWF-Russia on November 24. This time students of senior forms 
of eight secondary schools of Primorye (15—17 y.o.) took part in the event. Open 
type tasks were handled by three students from different schools with each having 
a definite role – either a presenter, or opponent and a critic, so the competition 
looked more like an intellectual battle.  The students showed very profound 
knowledge of pretty complicated issues like interaction of forest and climate, 
ecosystem functions of the forest, physiology of plants, general forest science, and 
bionic. The decision of the youth to participate in such competitions inspires the 
organizers with the hope that there is a great chance to motivate these boys and 
girls to choose the “forest” profession in the future.
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4. United for Conservation Effectiveness
China and Russia will enhance the transboundary cooperation on tiger conservation
The headquarters and its attached two local bureaus of Amur tiger and leopard 
national park had an exchange meeting with the Hunting Department of Primorsky 
Province, WWF Russian-Amur Branch and Land of the Leopard National Park 

on October 9—11. The Russian and Chinese delegates 
reviewed the performance of the agreement signed in 
2013 between Administrative of Heilongjiang Forestry 
and Industry Group and Hunting Department of 
Primorsky Province. Both sides agreed to sign a new 
transbounary cooperation agreement to enhance 
tiger conservation. WWF facilitated the process of 
the coming agreement. Liu Changsheng, director 
of Conservation Department of Administrative of 
Heilongjiang Forestry and Industry Group, shared 
the progress of the tiger and leopard national parks 
in China. The Chinese delegates had a field trip to 
Land of the Leopard National Park to experience the 

management of the national park. “This is the firsthand experience to the Land of 
the Leopard National Park,” Wang Yongyan and Ren Shanqing in Muling Forestry 
Bureau and Suiyang Forestry Bureau, respectively, said, “It is very valuable to 
improve our management in the tiger national park.”

Environmental organizations of the Amur basin discussed nature conservation issues
The 12th Far Eastern Conference on Nature Reserves Management was held in 

Birobidzhan, Evreiskaya Province, with the support 
of WWF. Over the years this conference became an 
efficient platform for discussions of actual issues 
in biodiversity restoration and conservation in the 
Amur ecoregion, in nature reserve management and 
environmental education. The Conference gathered 
109 delegates from 29 organizations from different 
parts of Russia and abroad, including China, Ukraine, 
and Belarus. The reports were devoted to the current 
status and prospects of protected areas development 
in the Amur ecoregion, to the issues of biodiversity 
conservation in the Khanka Lake and public awareness. 
As a result of the meeting Bastak and Honghe Nature 
Reserves signed the joint Action Plan of transboundary 

cooperation in 2018.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/
zapovednoe-soobshchestvo-amura-obsudilo-voprosy-okhrany-prirody/

Russia and Mongolia discussed nature conservation issues
On October 5—6 the 7th meeting of a joint Russian-Mongolian Committee on nature 
conservation took place in Ulaanbaatar. The bilateral meeting takes place annually 
based on the Cooperative Agreement signed between the Governments of Russia 
and Mongolia back in 1994. WWF specialists’ suggestions were included into the 
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meeting agenda and were welcomed by representatives of 
both countries. 
One of the issues was the development of the 
transboundary network of protected areas of the two 
countries. Draft agreements on the creation of Tunka-
Hubsugul and Silham-Sailyugem Nature Reserves were 
sent to the Russian authorities. WWF-Altai-Sayan staff 
volunteered to prepare management-plans for these NRs 
and to conduct a training for their staff. To safeguard the 
transboundary grouping of argali the sides welcomed the 
WWF’s proposal to approve the program for the animals 
monitoring and to conduct simultaneous census of argali 
on both sides of the Russian-Mongolian border.

The countries also agreed to join efforts in developing a joint program on 
conservation the transboundary grouping of snow leopard and on conduction of 
the rare animals joint monitoring using a unified standardized methodic.
Also, the participants discussed the creation of the international ecological station 
at the base of the Dauria trilateral Nature Reserve, enforcing control over CITES 
objects smuggling, and strengthening cooperation between Sokhondinsky NR in 
Russia and Onon-Baldj NR in Mongolia.

Year of Ecology and Protected Areas became a focus of the International Forum 
The XI International Ecological Forum Nature without 
Borders held in Vladivostok on October 3—31 gathered 
together over 400 participants from Russia and 
Asia Pacific countries among whom were scientists, 
governmental officials, NGOs representatives, and 
businessmen. This year Forum’s agenda encompasses 
a broad variety of topics important for developing 
unified ecological policy that might be applicable for the 
entire Asia-Pacific Rim. Different environmental issues 
were discussed among which were the perspectives for 
the development of protected areas and raising the 
effectiveness of their efforts, how to find a balance 
between the economic development of the Far East and 
nature protection, interaction between aquaculture 
and marine PAs, conduction of environmental impact 
assessments and modernization of monitoring. WWF 
presented the results gained by the Amur River basin 
regions in developing the PAs network. These are 7,3 
million ha of the federal PAs and 7,8 million ha of the 
regional ones including 17 nature reserves, 7 national 
parks, 79 regional refuges, 8 federal refuges, 6 nature 
parks, 6 ecological corridors, and 2 wetlands.
According to Petr Osipov, head of WWF Russia Amur 
branch, a facilitator of the Forum’s panel discussion, 
“A representative and scientifically-based network of 
PAs has been formed in the Russian Far East. I am 

very proud that about 80 % of new PAs, which is over 7 million hectares, have 
been created with the direct support and participation of WWF”.
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5.Green Economy
Renewable power sources
The Anyuisky National Park is among the first in the 
Russian Far East that started using renewable energy 
sources. WWF allocated funds for purchasing and 
installment of solar power systems on rangers’ stations 
and check points of the NP. In November, such a 
system with the capacity 2,4 kilowatt was installed in 
the KON rangers’ station. Next year the similar solar 
energy systems will be installed in other stations and 
check points of the Anyuisky NP as well as in other 
protected areas of Khabarovsky Province.

FRUIT GARDEN FOR EACH HOUSEHOLD campaignis successfully continued 
WWF-Mongolia is focused on implementing community-based natural resource 
management in Eastern Mongolia. In this regard, the "TREE FOR WATER – 
WATER FOR LIVING" campaign in Onon River Basin was initiated and aimed 
at increasing the livelihoods of local residents through the protection of forests in 
Onon River Basin, reducing forest degradation and supporting green businesses. 

This year 210 people voluntarily joined to the campaign 
and planted 11000 pine trees/seedlings. Within a year 
Dadal and Bayan-Adraga soums have increased forest 
covered areas by 7 ha comparing to the previous year.
Under this action, the WWF-Mongolia is organizing 
the second-year’s campaign “A Friut Garden for 
Each Household” within the soums in Onon River 
Basin. According to the campaign organizers, local 
households in the soums have sustainable livelihood 
support income generating sources as they create and 
run their gardens. Furthermore, this effort has been a 
basis for behavioral change towards natural resource 
uses in the basin. Local communities do highly support 
and actively take place in the campaign considered that 
it will play a great role in conservation of forests and 
non-timber forest products in the future.
Under the first campaign, a total of 305 households were 
distributed with seedlings of different sorts of fruits and 
berries along with a small brochure containing basic 
suggestions on how to create and run fruit gardens. 
In the first year of gardening, growths of the seedlings 
were not so successful, but inexperienced local 
gardeners-communities were provided by experienced 
gardeners with some additional instructions and 
advice related to growing techniques and technologies. 
As a result of these instructions and dedicated efforts 

of local communities, the gardening was successful in 2017. The local gardeners-
communities say, “If each household has its own garden in its private fence plot, 
it does not need to collect berries in forests.  Indeed, this initiative is likely to make 
a great contribution in conservation of forests and non-timber forest products in 
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the future. Thus, we support and take place in this campaign”.
The locals also say, “Most importantly, we, local communities, have been 
learning about basics on gardening techniques and technologies starting from 
how to properly place or set and water seedlings to how to take care during their 
growth seasons through our physical engagement in the campaig". In such, the 
campaign “A Friut Garden for Each Household” has been successfully taken place 
in soums in Onon River Basin encouraging many other local households to have 
their private gardens.
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For more information please contact:
Chen Xu, Senior communication Officer, WWF-China, ywjiao@wwfchina.org

Selenge Gantumur, Communication officer, WWF-Mongolia, selenge@wwf.mn 

Yulia Fomenko, Communication Manager, WWF-Russia's Amur Branch, yfomenko@wwf.ru 

6. Brief News
Thank You Letter from Xianghai Middle School
WWF NEC office received a letter from Jilin Xianghai Middle School to thank our 
education program held in Sep 2017. The letter was written by an art teacher, Li 
Jinyang. She said the children has benefited from the wetland training course. 
And she led the class to make the wetland protection-related Chinese traditional 
paper cuts. The children are grateful and interested; they are delighted to be the 
volunteers for WWF in the future.

Chinese Version of Amurinfocenter.org Launched
The Chinese version of Amur Information Center was released to the public on Sep 
20th 2017. This is a specialized web portal for granting to the organizations and 
people free access of geographical data, reference information, expert opinions, 
reports, multimedia archives and other data on the Amur ecoregion complex.
Related Links: https://amurinfocenter.org/cn/

A prize for the book
A WWF published book “The Amur floods: unlearned lessons” got a diploma and 
a bronze medal of the Far Eastern exhibition “Pechatny Dvor—2017” under one of 
its nomination “Monographs”. The publication was called the best scientific and 
educational book of the year.

Lyrics Collection for The Ranger’s Song
Early November, WWF-China launched “The Ranger’s Song Lyrics Collection” 
campaign aimed at raising the public attention towards the significance of a ranger 
profession. Within one month 82 works of lyrics from all over China were received. 

On December 5, 2017, the selection meeting was held 
consisting of five judges, and Liu Peiqi, the director 
of WWF NPO. The selection committee selected 
one first prize winner, four second prize winners 
and five third prize winners. The first prize winner 
was Wei Daolin from Taihe county, Anhui province. 
According to Liu Peiqi, "Rangers often work in the 
thick forests, mountains and snow, they work in a 
harsh environment, at the same time may also face 

the potential danger from the beasts and the poachers, their works are very 
hard and dangerous. Rangers make great contribution to the Amur tiger and 
leopard protection, however, they receive little attention.” WWF plans to give the 
song to the rangers in the next Tournament of Rangers, and make their work be 
understood and respected by the public.


