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The Institute of Forestry at the Primorye Agriculture 
Academy has received the perpetual right to use 29 
000 hectares of the scientific-experimental forestry 
unit to implement educational activities.  

“This is a remarkable event for the Academy. For 
four years we have been preparing documents need-
ed for receiving the leasing rights for this unique 
forest plot to conduct here educational activities. 
I hope that by joining efforts we will create here a 
model forest which will serve as a ground to train 
our students and doctoral candidates and to use 
scientific research results in sustainable forestry 
and forest management”, says Andrey Komin, rector 
of the Primorye Agriculture Academy, one of WWF’s 
long-standing partner.

This is the first success of the WWF-Russia and 
WWF-Germany joint project targeted at conserva-
tion of Korean pine forest massifs in the Amir tiger 
habitat.  The project kicked off in August 2011 is im-
plemented with financial support from the German 
Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety and the German Development Bank 
as part of the German-Russian Climate Initiative.
The Institute of Forestry at the Primorye Agriculture 
Academy has started creating a model forest and a 
tree nursery for further restoration of Korean line-

FiRST vicToRy oF WWF-RuSSia aNd 
WWF-GERmaNy joiNT pRojEcT

broadleaf forests in the Amur tiger and the Amur 
leopard habitat with the support of WWF.

«The adjacent to the Ussuriiskiy Nature Reserve 
plot of coniferous-broadleaf forests rich in biodiver-

Students collect seeds
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Sun Ge, PhD candidate of Beijing University never 
expected he would shoot photos of Amur leopard 
when he installed camera traps in Wangqing na-
ture reserve, mid-September 2011. 

He has worked as WWF field consultant in Amur 
tiger conservation in northeast China for 2 years. 
Every year, he spent at least half year in Wangqing. 

“I brought 58 camera traps,” Sun said. “It was ok 
for me if I could get some photos of sika deer or 

SPECIES

sity are of great value both for the Amur tiger con-
servation and for restoration of Korean pine-broa-
dleaf forests which plays a significant role for the 
Planet climate and CO2 emission to the atmosphere. 
It is also important as a place where we can dem-
onstrate possible practices of sustainable forestry”, 
comments Denis Smirnov, head of the forest division 
at WWF-Russia Amur branch.
Right away, the Institute of Forestry with the sup-
port of WWF and METRO Cash and Carry Russia is 
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establishing a tree nursery where the students will 
be taught the techniques of forest restoration and 
where the planting stock will be prepared. From late 
September, the Institute of Forestry’s tutors and stu-
dents are collecting seeds to be sown in the nursery. 
Five thousand cones of Manchurian fur have already 
been gathered which is about 4 kilograms yield of 
seeds. This amount will be enough for the nursery of 
10 hectares to grow 100 000 seedlings of Manchu-
rian fur. Russia

WaNGqiNG – Noah’S aRk FoR amuR LEopaRd

black bear this time.” 
Before, he only shot 
some roe deer and wild 
boar by camera trap in 
this area.

September 15, Sun and 
his two assistants set 
up one camera trap in a 
piece of mixed forest of 
oak, white birch and asp, 
facing a broad animal 
track on a ridge with 
many footprints of wild 
boar. 

Normally, the camera 
should be placed at least 
for 1 month. Since the 
summer survey was near 
to close, they had to col-
lect all the cameras back 
on September 27. They 
turned on the play-back 
mode of the camera 

without too much expectation. Suddenly, a photo 
of leopard jumped into their eyes. Then the second 
and third one showed up in the camera. “It took 
my breath away and I excitedly cried out leopard! 
leopard! ” Sun Ge recalled. 

“I was always wondering what would be my reac-
tion if I photograph a tiger or leopard,” Sun said 
peacefully, “but it was not as crazy as I imagined.”
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Amur leopard shot by camera trap in WangqingAmur leopard shot by camera trap in Wangqing
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Then the guys followed the leopard tracks. They 
checked every pile of rocks in the hope to collect 
some excrements or claw stamps. But only photo 
images witness the leopard.

It was good news for Wangqing nature reserve. The 
reserve was nominated to be promoted as national 
nature reserve. The leopard photos would add 
great value to the procedure. That night, all rangers 
shared the happiness with Sun Ge and his compan-
ions.

“I hope I can do more on WWF’s Amur tiger 
and leopard conservation in the future to make 
Wangqing a Noah’s Ark for Amur leopard. Then 
I will take good photos to show you how amaz-
ing the big cat is,” Sun Ge said when he was inter-
viewed by the local media. 

Background
Amur leopard, usually sharing the same habitat with Amur tiger, is even more endangered than 
the latter one. According to the data from 10 years ago, there were only 7 to 12 Amur leopards 
in the Northeast China.

WWF launched tiger ungulate survey in late 2010 and early 2011 in Wangqing and found that 
this area is not only a habitat of Amur tiger, but also a typical habitat of Amur leopard. Tracks, 
excrements, and hairs of Amur leopard are found several times during the recent year.

WWF began to install camera trap to shoot Amur leopard where its track was found in Wangq-
ing nature reserve this April according to the result of the winter survey.

Currently, wild Amur leopard is extremely endangered. Only about 30 individuals are distrib-
uted in Russian Far East. No specific Amur leopard survey has been conducted in China. Ac-
cording to a rough assessment by Jilin and Heilongjiang provinces, there are only 7 to 12 wild 
Amur leopards in northeast China. Jilin Forestry Department is trying to cooperate with WWF 
to conduct a survey of leopard in potential Amur leopard habitat to obtain the baseline data. 
China

The case study funded by CMS Secretariat and 
implemented by WWF Mongolia was the first at-
tempt to summarize existing literature on habitat 
fragmentation and migration routes due to linear 
infrastructure as well as an important event to 
gather together main stakeholders and decision 
makers involved in this process to discuss current 
mining and infrastructure development situations 
in Mongolia and make recommendations 
on tools and measures to avoid negative 
impacts on habitat fragmentation and 
specially on migratory species. The 
study showed that the most affected 
migratory ungulates to these developments 
in Mongolia are the Mongolian- and goitered 
gazelles, and Asiatic wild ass or khulan. Currently, 

a caSE STudy “BaRRiERS To 
miGRaTioN” coNducTEd  

Mongolian saiga population is still not affected 
by infrastructure developments within its range, 
although the plans to construct paved roads and 
railroads through its range around 2025 are in an 
agenda of the Mongolian decision makers.
Stakeholders and decision makers involved in this 
study highly appreciated and acknowledged this 
initiative and recommended to continue the pro-
cess of discussion, awareness raising, and imple-
mentation of recommendations from this study by 
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570 kg of dried trepang seized by the Russian custom officers

related government bodies, mining and construct-
ing companies. It was recommended as well that 
other governmental and non-governmental organi-
zations, national and international bodies involved 
in mining and infrastructure developments in 
Mongolia should take into account wildlife friendly 

options in their constructing and development 
projects and plans to not repeat mistakes and 
mismanagements that occurred in recent history 
of Mongolia.

This case study findings were presented during the 
CMS 10th Meeting of the Conference of Parties’ 
held in Norway, November 2011. Mongolia

ThE LaRGEST ShipmENT oF SEa cucumBER iN 
ThE paST 10 yEaRS iN pRimoRyE
On 24 November, the Far East-
ern Operative Customs Agency 
seized the largest in the past ten 
years shipment of smuggled sea 
cucumber. WWF Russia experts 
assisted with the expertise.  

The crime was well planned by 
a group of individuals including 
several of Chinese citizens. In 
the course of examination at the 
border crossing “Tury Rog” the 
customs officers discovered 570 
kg of dried trepang in the hid-
ing place of a vehicle. To get a 
load like this, the poachers had 
to process no less than 15 tons of 
trepang. The design of the hid-
ing place speaks of the serious 
intentions of the criminal group 
and their long term plans. 

 “According to our preliminary conclusion, the 
value of the detained load of sea cucumber makes 
more than 1 million USD, which undoubtedly 
is a serious violation and grounds for opening a 
criminal case, which has been done already. Cer-
tainly, such a large sum is due to the record size 
of this trepang shipment, the largest in 10 years. 
The increase of contraband flow of this item has 
many reasons, one of them – increased demand in 
China for this wildlife product, the price of which 
has risen by 3 times”, - comments Sergei Aramilev, 
biodiversity conservation program coordinator at 
WWF-Russia Amur branch. 

WWF has long spoken out about the urgent need 

to amend the Criminal Code and other legislative 
acts concerning contraband prevention, with ac-
tive support from the Customs Agency. Presently, 
the scale of the punishment for wildlife contra-
band is based only on the volume of the shipment. 
But some of the most destructive smuggling (for 
instance, pelts and organs of Amur tiger and Far 
Eastern leopard) have a small volume that does not 
reflect their extreme value. 

According to the Far Eastern Operative Customs 
Agency press release, at present serious amend-
ments are being introduced to criminal law. 
Heightened criminal liability will be assigned to 
contraband of items restricted for trade, and for 
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Sino-Russian Amur Tiger Conservation Seminar 
was held from October 19 to 21 in Hunchun.

The meeting was jointly held by Institute of Zool-
ogy of Chinese Academy of Sciences (IZCAS), Jilin 
Forestry Department, WWF and WCS. More than 
50 scientists and experts of zoology and conserva-
tion as well as the conservationists from nature re-
serves and conservation NGOs, including 16 from 
Russia, participated in the seminar.

In the two-day seminar, the participants probed 

Amur Tiger Conservation Seminar in Hunchun
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into 5 themes, including the status quo of Amur 
tiger conservation and research, wildlife coloniza-
tion, Amur tiger ecology, reserve management and 
expansion of Amur tiger conservation. They also 
discussed on trans-boundary cooperation of Amur 
tiger conservation between China and Russia.

The seminar greatly helped the scientists and con-
servationists of Amur tiger improve each other’s 
information exchange and cooperation. China

items of exceptional strategic and cultural value. 
This list will be approved by the government of 
Russian Federation. Considering the significant 
volume of illegal trafficking of products from 
endangered wildlife species listed in the Red Data 
Book of the Russian Federation and in CITES Ap-

pendix 1, it is vitally important to include all these 
wildlife products in that list. Only this can help to 
prevent their poaching and smuggling across the 
border. Russia

SiNo-RuSSiaN amuR TiGER coNSERvaTioN 
SEmiNaR hELd iN huNchuN
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The dead tiger in Heilongjiang

A number of China’s domestic media have recently 
reported the death of a rare Amur Tiger in Mishan 
County, Heilongjiang Province in northern China. 
WWF, as an international conservation organiza-
tion working on Amur Tiger population and habitat 
conservation in the region is paying considerable 
attention to this tragedy.

According to initial reports, on the morning of 
Oct 27th, Mr. liu Yisong, a local farmer found a 
tiger corpse in the reservoir where the first initial 
reports were made. Mr. liu immediately brought 
the case to the attention of the local public secu-
rity authorities. On arrival of the police, a dead 
tiger, measuring 3 meters from head to tail-tip was 
shortly discovered. 

Mr. Sun Haiyi, a researcher at the Heilongjiang 
Wildlife Institute, as well as member of the WWF 
China Amur Tiger Conservation Expert Consultant 
Committee, led his team to Mishan on Oct 28th to 
examine the dead tiger and determine the cause of 
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death. The autopsy results confirmed the tiger as a 
male, approximately 5-6 years old, with a paw pad 
of 11.5cm. 

Evidence has proven conclusively that this was the 
same tiger whose tracks were found on Oct 17th. 
More disconcerting was the presence of a snare 
wire around the neck of the tiger. 

Sun Haiyi concluded that the tiger was trapped by 
a snare, but having shaken off the connecting line, 
could not dislodge the remaining neck wire. The 
snare seems to have fatally compromised the tiger’s 
ability to hunt and eat and has therefore been 
blamed as the primary factor in the tiger’s death.

In response, WWF China has strengthened its calls 
on the continuing threat of snares to the Amur 
Tiger population and its main food sources and 
efforts in improved snare disposal must be carried 
out.

ThE dEaTh oF RaRE amuR TiGER coNFiRmEd iN 
hEiLoNGjiaNG pRoviNcE

See the next page
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According to WWF survey carried out in winter of 
2010 – 2011, 1.6 snares for every 10km were found 
on the 609km survey route, encompassing 9 forest 
farms. This survey has provided strong evidence 
for the importance of snare removal to Amur Tiger 
conservation efforts.

This region, if properly managed, will be crucial 
in boosting Amur Tiger populations due to its 
location between the Wandashan Mountains and 
Laoyeling Mountains, two areas confirmed by 
WWF to be home to wild Amur tiger groups. For ti-
gers migrating between the two areas, the creation 
of a conservation corridor linking the two regions 
could help stem the annual death rate of the tiger 
species.
Consequently, WWF believes that the improve-

ment and extension of the tiger habitat along with 
greater conservation efforts, such as increased 
Amur Tiger and prey monitoring, better anti-
poaching methods as well as the rescue and reha-
bilitation of injured wild tigers, will be key steps in 
ensuring the continued development of Amur Tiger 
numbers.

The WWF hopes to cooperate further with local 
authorities to enhance current conservation and 
restoration efforts of wild Amur Tiger habitats in 
order to reach their target of doubling the number 
of tigers in the wild by the next Year of the Tiger in 
2022. China

FiRST camERa-TRap SiGhTiNG oF WiLd amuR TiGER pRo-
vidES EvidENcE oF a poSSiBLE popuLaTioN SETTLEmENT 
iN ThE WaNdaShaN aREa
China, Heilongjiang- On November 8th, a wild 
Amur tiger was caught on film for the first time by 
a camera-trap set by WWF China in the Qiyuan 
Forestry Farm, an area of the Dongfanghong For-
estry Bureau in Heilongjiang Province. As stipulat-
ed by -Dr. Jiang Guangshun, Senior Officer of the 
WWF Northeast China Programme Office, from 
April to September this year, numerous traces of 
the Amur Tiger, including footprints, bedding signs 
and evidence of tigers preying on wild boar, have 
been found within the vicinities of the Qingshan, 
Hekou, Qiyuan, Wulindong, xinancha and Haiyin-
shan forestry farms of the Dongfanghong Forestry 
Bureau and the neighboring Wupao forestry farm 
of Yinchun Forestry Bureau, 

In order to improve tracking and monitoring strat-
egies of the Amur Tiger populations in this area, 
WWF, with support from the Dongfanghong For-
estry Bureau, set a number of camera-traps in ar-
eas where fresh evidence of tiger activity had been 
discovered. At 3:47pm on the 8th of November, a 
photo of a wild Amur tiger, seemingly healthy and 
in good shape was successfully taken.

“This is the first time that a wild Amur tiger has 
been captured by infra-red camera and we hope it 

could add evidence to a possible population settle-
ment in the region”, said Dr Zhu Chunquan, Con-
servation Director of Biodiversity and Operations 
at WWF China. 

The Wandashan area in the Amur-Heilong eco-
region is one of the two prioritized areas deemed 
critical for the recovery of the Amur tiger popula-
tion in China, a point recommended by the WWF 
to the Chinese government. This primeval land-
scape remains blanketed with dense forest and 
experiences frequent Amur tiger activity. Along 
with the estimated population of over 400 Amur 
tigers in Russia, the Wandashan area is considered 
one of the key areas where it will be possible for 
the critically endangered Amur tiger population to 
breed and resettle in Northeast China.  
     
“In the meantime, actions need to be taken to 
enhance already in place protection methods for ti-
gers, such as the immediate launch of greater safe-
ty precautions, the thorough removal of snares and 
developing more detailed monitoring techniques. “ 
Dr Zhu Chunquan further added.”The wildlife con-
servation and management departments should 
establish an emergency rescue system to avoid 

See the next page
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any unfortunate events such as the death of a wild 
Amur tiger as happened in the Mishan county of 
Heilongjiang Province just recently. “        

WWF China has been working closely with the 
Heilongjiang provincial forestry departments to 
launch these conservation strategies within the 
Wandashan landscape, especially for monitoring 
and anti-poaching. 

In partnership with the Dongfanghong and Yingc-
hun forestry bureaux, a camera-trap monitoring 
project will be initiated soon which will be crucial 
in revealing the quantity and dynamic distribution 

of Amur Tigers in the eastern part of Wandashan. 

Meanwhile, WWF China has been actively pushing 
and supporting the local government to draw up 
the Heilongjiang Province Wild Amur Tiger Con-
servation Plan. This will also involve a separate 
recovery project plan to run in tandem as a critical 
part of the national China’s Tiger Recovery Plan.     

“To create prime conditions for the protection and 
recovery of the Amur Tiger population. We are 
pro-actively preparing for the establishment of 
the Heilongjiang Laoyeling Amur Tiger Nature 
Reserve and the Heilongjiang Wandashan Amur 
Tiger Nature Reserve.” says Dong Jie, Deputy 
Director General of Heilongjiang Forest Industrial 
Bureau. China

NEW REFuGE FoR moNGoLiaN GazELLE 
long-lasting efforts of the Daursky Nature Reserve, WWF and UNDP/GEF on 
creating a new refuge Dolina Zerenov (“The Valley of Zerens”) in Zabaikalie 
have proved to be a success. 

Covering 213 838 hectares the new refuge is regarded as an emergency to 
ensure free migration of the Mongolian gazelle between Russia and Mongolia. 
Dolina Zerenov will become an important landmark in the history of the Sino-
Russian-Mongolian Nature Reserve Daursky.

“During three and a half years, staff of the Reserve together with rangers of 
hunting supervision bodies and border guards has been trying to do their 
best in protecting zerens in the territory of the planned refuge”, comments 
Vadim Kirilyuk, deputy head of the Reserve. 

“We have failed to save from poachers’ bullets all gazelles. But it is important 
that dzerens have not become extinct. Moreover, the gazelles have come back 
to the lands that were “inhabited by their ancestors” 40-50 years ago”, adds 
Vadim Kirilyuk.  

Creation of the refuge will allow consolidating success of the Daursky Nature 
Reserve in its efforts to restore the Mongolian gazelle population in Zabaikalie 
and will enable to protect all steppe animals of Dauriya. Russia

Watch video here: 
http://youtu.be/v_ulHO1EinE
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On October 18, 2011 the Governor of Zabai-
kalsky Province signed a decree on creation 
of a two landscape refuges Reliktovye Duby 
(30 399,8 hectares) and Semyonovsky (47 615 
hectares).

In July 2011, a Scheme for Protected Areas 
Development and Distribution for the period 
through 2012 was approved. According to the 
document, the total area of provincial PAs 
should be enlarged up to 5-6% which is more 

than twice times higher than the present one.
Establishing the two refuges is the first step in 
putting the Scheme provisions into practice.
It is not a secret that creation of new protected 
areas is a long and not easy process. The hall-
mark of these refuges is that they have been 
created at the initiative of the local people and 
supported by WWF. First field expeditions 
on feasibility study reports preparation were 
financed by WWF. Russia

TWo compLEx REFuGES dEcLaREd iN 
zaBaikaLSky pRoviNcE

oNE compLEx WiLdLiFE REFuGE 
dEcLaREd iN amuRSkaya pRoviNcE
The profile of “Simonovsky” state wildlife ref-
uge of provincial level has been upgraded from 
“zoological” to “complex”. With WWF support, 
the area of the refuge was enlarged by 40 550 
hectares having reached 118 350 ha.
The Governor of Amurskaya Province Oleg 
Kozhemyzko signed a decree on changing the 
profile of “Simonovsky” state wildlife refuge 
of provincial level from zoological to complex. 
Together with changed profile the area of the 
refuge was enlarged by 40 550 hectares having 
reached 118 350 hectares.

The extension of the territory resulted from 
including the part of floodplain and the ter-
race of the Amur River in the area of Busse 
and Petropavlovsk villages of Svobodnensky 
district, which are of a great importance for 
conservation of flora diversity. The elements 
of steppe flora and fauna are represented here, 
which penetrate to Amurskaya Province from 

Zabaikalye and are missing in any other ter-
ritories of Priamurye. 11 species of rare plants 
could not be found in the other protected areas 
of the province. The refuge is the only habitat 
for such plant species as Oxytropis caespitose 
on the whole Russian Far East.
In future Simonovsky refuge should become 
a part of transboundary Sino-Russian re-
serve, the agreement on its establishment was 
reached between the Government of Amurs-
kaya Province and the Government of Heihe 
county of Heilongjiang province, China in 
2010.

“The work on enlarging the territory and 
changing the profile of Simonovsky refuge 
was conducted with WWF support in frame-
work of the agreement on the development of 
the system of protected areas between WWF 
and the government of Amurskaya Province. 

See the next page
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In total, during 2010-2011 the refuges Tok-
insky, Verkhne-Amursky, Nizhne-Amursky, 
Nizhne-Norsky were established, the terri-
tories of Andreevsky and Simonovsky were 
enlarged, protected zones were created for 

Voskresensky, Zheludinsky, Ust-Tygdynsky 
wildlife refuges. The area of protected ter-
ritories increased by 530 864 hectares and 
exceeded 4 million hectares – more than 11% 
of the province territory”. – comments Svet-
lana Titova, coordinator of WWF Russia Amur 
branch program on protected areas.

NEW iNhaBiTaNT oF ThE NaTuRE RESERvE  
On 2011.11.11 one of the automatic 
cameras set by WWF in the Kedrovaya 
Pad Nature Reserve photographed a new 
leopard. 
Monitoring of far eastern leopards with 
automatic cameras has been carried out 
for many years in the Kedrovaya Pad Na-
ture Reserve by specialists from WWF, 
the Institute of Sustainable Use of Natu-
ral Resources and the Pacific Institute of 
Geography. Unique patterns are formed 
on a leopard’s pelt by the arrangement of 
spots. Using this principle, a database of 
leopard photographs has become as use-
ful a tool for identifying individuals as a 
database of fingerprints is for identifying 
individual humans. 
So, on the 11th day of the 11th month of 
2011 at 11:42, one of the automatic cam-
eras installed on a mountain slope by 
WWF specialists snapped an interesting 
new image. Despite the poor quality of 
nighttime shots, on the photo is clearly 
visible a passing leopard with a very 
characteristic «hieroglyphic» on his left 
flank.

On the territory under monitoring by 
this camera a mature male, given the 

nickname Tolstiy, or «Fatty», has been 
registered many times. But on his pelt 
no hieroglyphic is found. A mature 
female has also long inhabited this ter-
ritory, but images of her pelt also don’t 
match up with the new photograph. 
In the summer this female was photo-
graphed with a grown cub. But this cub 
also lacked anything resembling the 
hieroglyphic.

Thus, we can conjecture that a new 
leopard has appeared in the Nature 
Reserve, which has never been regis-
tered in the database before. Who he 
is, where he came from, why he came 
and how long he plans to stay will only 
become clear after future «photo ses-
sions». 

In December, the newcomer was not 
registered by WWF’s photo cameras. 
But on December 29, Fatty, the resident 
16-years-old male, was photographed 
proving its intentions to prolong the 
ownership of this safe plot.
New details of the secret life of leopards 
will be added to the story after the cen-
sus on a “white trail”. Russia
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and Governor’s office, and WWF Mongolia 
Programme Office. Participants of the meeting 
were presented with updates on the current 
use of forest resources in Batshireet Soum of 
Khentii Aimag. After the presentations, for-
est resource users and other participants were 
divided into 3 working groups and discussed 
about better options on sustainable use of for-
est resources in the area. As a result of their 
discussions, the participants have identified 
cooperative approach, structure, and stake-
holders’ roles and accountabilities in timbering 
in the Soum for 2012. Mongolia 

AMUR-HEIlONG ECO-REGION COMPlEx E-NEWSlETTER FoREST
SuSTaiNaBLE uSE oF FoREST RESouRcES 
REquiRES STakEhoLdERS’ paRTicipaTioN
In order to improve forest governance and 
create optimal structure to run logging in 
sustainable way, a stakeholders’ meeting was 
held in the Batshireet soum of Khentii prov-
ince which clearly set roles and accountabili-
ties of stakeholders. Participants thoroughly 
discussed issues related to forest protection 
and restoration and promoting sustainable use 
of forest resources within the framework of 
current legislations in Mongolia.  The meeting 
held on November 4, 2011 was jointly orga-
nized by Khentii Aimag Nature, Environment, 
and Toursim department, Batshireet Soum 
Citizen’s Representative Khural, Forest unit, 

WWF signed MOU with Northeast Forestry 
University (NFU) on wild Amur tiger and 
habitat conservation on November 6, 2011 in 
Ha’erbin.

The two parties would take respective advan-
tages, such as policy promotion, academic 

WWF SiGNEd mou oN amuR TiGER coNSERva-
TioN WiTh NoRThEaST FoRESTRy uNivERSiTy

research, fund raising and communications, to 
carry out Amur tiger and habitat conservation 
in Northeast China and Russia Far East. WWF 
and NFU would take the International Feline 
Research Center of NFU as the window unit to 
implement the cooperative project.

According to the MOU, WWF 
and NFU would jointly carry 
out Amur tiger conservation as 
follows:

1. to promote the construc-
tion of research platform of 
Amur tiger and habitat conser-
vation to win the support from 
international organization, 
central and local  government 
as well as NGOs, carry out 
pilot project of  reintroduction 
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In a factory in Ulaanbaatar.

AMUR-HEIlONG ECO-REGION COMPlEx E-NEWSlETTERFoREST
of ungulate and habitat restoration, establish 
Amur tiger genetic information database as 
well as study on the management of Amur 
tiger/leopard conservation;

2. to improve information exchange of tiger 
conservation through establishing website;

3. to improve the communications and 

exchange with Russia and other tiger range 
countries in tiger conservation and introduce 
advanced technology, equipment and manage-
ment concept;

4. to jointly cultivate talents for tiger con-
servation;

5. to jointly raise fund with abiding by the 
Chinese national law and each parties’ finan-
cial policy. China

On October 18-22, 2011, forest users of Onon 
River Basin undertook a study tour to Ulaan-
baatar city and some soums of Selenge prov-
ince that have best practices in sustainable 
logging and forestry production in the country. 
In 2006-2009, fires (50 fires covered small 
and big areas) and pest outbreaks (primary 
and secondary) occurred and unsustainable 
use of forest resources were widely found 
throughout Onon River basin. Consequently, 

a STudy TouR oRGaNizEd FoR LocaL commuNiTiES oF 
oNoN RivER BaSiN FoR ExpERiENcE ShaRiNG  

the forest state in the basin had been dete-
riorated and the forest management practice 
needed much improvement in accordance with 
the current increasing needs and demands.  
Therefore, it needed to pay much attention to 
the environmental conservation and sustain-
able use of resources.  For now, totally 87 pro-
fessional and non-professional organizations, 
entities, and communities have been estab-

See the next page
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lished and run their operations for sustainable 
use and protection of forest resources in the 
basin. 

To empower local communities, particularly 
forest resource users and environmentalists, 
the experience sharing purposed study tour 
was organized for the target group.  It was 
very useful for the participants as they learned 
about waste-free technology and methods of 
value added production.  
Started the study tour from Ulaanbaatar city, 
the participants first visited Training and Re-
search Center for Forests under the Mongolian 
University of Science and Technology and its 
forestry workshops that test and apply ad-
vanced technologies and  were presented with 

the modern forestry technology.  Additionally, 
they visited the Association of logging Busi-
ness People and were introduced with the cur-
rent development state of forestry and logging 
business in Mongolia and cooperation and 
partnership in the field.   

Having discussed about the advantages and 
disadvantages in their operations, the study 
tour participants-forest users of Onon River 
basin made the conclusions over their priori-
tized concerns such as their planning is done 
unwisely and inefficiently; illegal timbering 
is abundant; Government policy is not smart; 
human resource is lacking etc. 
To overcome those constraints and disadvan-
tages, they have reached an agreement to take 
systematic corrective measures through their 
cooperative efforts. Mongolia

22 unusual outdoor banners with kids’ draw-
ings and slogans calling to save Korean pine 
forests from forest fires were produced and 
mounted in the territory of a planned land 
of leopard National Park. The banners are 
arranged of 120 drawings made by kids and 

their parents and phone numbers of emer-
gency services. All pictures are the result of the 
Khasansky district-wide family competition 
for the best information poster raising public 
awareness in forest fire prevention. Russia

STop FoREST FiRES
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aREaS oF paSTuRELaNd aNd FoREST 
havE BuRNT
A fire started in Ulaan Chuluut area of Bayan-
uul soum, Dornod province, covering 25 km 
long and 5 km wide area. Totally 50 individu-
als, who reached the area by 10 vehicles and 
7 motorbikes were mobilized to put it out. As 
hardly worked, they put the fire out in 2 days.  
“To put the fire out, the fire extinguishers and 
tools as well as short wave radio stations that 
were supplied by the project implemented by 

WWF Mongolia in Onon River basin were so 
helpful” said by local community members. 

When the fire was on, it was not so humid and 
no frosts particularly during nighttime, but 
continued and moved into area.  Therefore, 
putting the fire out was not so easy. For now, 
a working group is investigating the fire cause 
and damages incurred. Mongolia

a pRoGRammE “cLEaN FoREST” haS STaRTEd 
iN BiNdER Soum
Forest Authority of Mongolia is implement-
ing a national programme “Clean Forest” in 
10 forested soums. Under the programme, the 
Binder soum of Khentii province was assigned 
to do cleaning in 105 hectares of forests.  At 
present, 14 CBOs and one business entity are 
involved into the programme and 99,85 hect-
ares of forests are put under their custody. 
Currently, cleaning in 22 hectares of forests 
has been completed and handed over to local 

government. During the cleaning campaign, 
104 m3 fire fuel and 1310 m3 timber were col-
lected.  Dried and fallen trees collected during 
the campaign are used by local residents for 
their household needs e.g. fire making and 
building shelters. Thus, the soum government 
has made agreements on collection of fire fuels 
from forests with the soum economic entities, 
organizations, and CBOs. Mongolia

During the cleaning campaign.
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AMUR-HEIlONG ECO-REGION COMPlEx E-NEWSlETTER FoREST
cREaTivE WoRk uNdER ThE iNTERNaTioNaL 
yEaR oF FoRESTS iN LocaL aREaS
To implement the initiative of the President of 
Mongolia “National Planting Day” under the 
frame of International Year of Forests, plant-
ing was carried out in Dadal and Umnudelger 
soums of Khentii province and Bayan-uul 
soum of Dornod province on 14-22 October 
and totally 280 seedlings were planted. 
The planting has been initiated by eco-club 
member students who were supported by 
CBOs and local government authorities.  This 
practice shows an example of successful con-
servation efforts, where the school children’s 
initiative and motivation is supported by 
adults. 
Recognized the importance of taking care of 
planted seedlings and trees, the eco-club mem-
bers assume more responsibility to take care of 
the planted seedlings and trees rather than to 
plant.
Purchased seedlings from the soum forest unit, 
ten CBOs of Umnudelger soum planted 30 
seedlings in the soum center. They also called 

for the residents to plant seedlings in their 
private fences and 25 households supported 
the initiative in their private fences.  The CBO 
Association assumes the responsibility to take 
care of the planted seedlings in the soum cen-
ter.  
Eco-club members-students and CBO mem-
bers of Dadal soum jointly planted 100 fruit 
seedlings (cowberry and seabucktorn) having 
ordered and received 3-5 years old seedlings 
from suppliers in Ulaanbaatar. The project Co-
ordinator and secondary school teachers pro-
vided them with instruction and methodology 
of planting and taking care of fruit seedlings. 
This effort has motivated school children to 
take part in conservation and restoration of the 
environment in addition to expanding green 
zones of the area. Meantime, this effort has en-
couraged not only secondary school children, 
but also local communities to initiate and take 
part in planting within their residential areas.
 Mongolia
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Bayan-Uul soum, eco-club members.

Eco-club members planting trees with adults.
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juSTicE TRiumphS
On December 27, the Khasanksy district court 
announced a sentence to four poachers who 
were found hunting in leopardovy Federal 
Refuge. 

The foursome had no hunting permissions; 
they have killed two sika deers and were 
caught on the spot while butchering the ani-
mals. 

Surprisingly, but the criminal case that nor-
mally is reviewed by the court within 1-2 days 
has been stretched for the long two years. The 
Khasanksy district court tried to stop the case 
twice but thanks to the efforts of WWF the 
Primorsky Province court canceled decisions 

of their district colleagues. 

WWF-Russia finds it is very important to 
suppress the wrong practice of stopping such 
criminal case in the area where the Amur leop-
ard finds its shelter. Therefore, similar cases 
are always within the eye-shot of WWF.

The three of the culprits have received a one 
year conditional sentence while the forth who 
has small kids has got 7 months. Besides, all 
four have been deprived the right to hunt for 
2 years. Hunting guns and rifles will be de-
stroyed. Civil complaint for 168 000 rubles for 
damage to nature has been processed into a 
separate case.  Russia

Halting of poachers in Leopardovii PA

©
 W

W
F

 R
u

ss
ia



17
CBO members at the meeting.

khENTii aimaG ciTizEN’S REpRESENTaTivE 
khuRaL coNvENEd iN dadaL Soum
On October 3, 2011, a regular meeting of Khen-
tii province Citizen’s Representative Khural 
(local Parliament) was held in Dadal Soum. It 
was the first time for provincial level Citizen’s 
Representative Khural convened in a local area 
and its agenda included only environmental 
issues. The meeting was attended by 86 rep-
resentatives including 22 provincial Parlia-
ment members, heads of agencies and offices, 
soums’ Governors, Onon River Basin Council 
members, WWF Mongolia staff members, 
press people, the parliament working group 
members, and Dadal Soum Governor’s Office 
administration officials and officers.  
On the meeting, the participants discussed 
and approved a draft management plan for 
Onon River Integrated Water Resource (which 

has been lateron approved by the Minister 
for Nature, Environment and Tourism) and 
a proposal of taking Uvur Khundii area of 
Bayankhutag soum of Khentii Aimag under 
local protection.  Additionally, the participants 
discussed about a request forwarded by Un-
durkhaan town residents to increase the maxi-
mum limit of logging in Umnudelger soum 
territory and made a decision upon the con-
sideration of the needs/demands of the town 
residents and the authorization of Minister for 
Nature, Environment, and Tourism.  
On the session, WWF Mongolia managerial 
staff members made presentations on conser-
vation activities and their outputs and lessons 
learnt, the importance of locally protected ar-
eas, and options of sustainable forest resource 
management in Onon River basin. Mongolia

iN ThE SEaRch FoR moRE opTimaL Way To RuN iNTEGRaTEd 
opERaTioNS ThRouGh ThEiR coopERaTioN aNd paRTNERShip 
As a project “Poverty Reduction through Com-
munity Based Nature Resource Management” 
started in seven soums of Onon River basin, 
totally 108 community based organizations 
(CBOs) have been established and run their 
operations.  Most of them seek for more op-
timal way to improve their cooperation and 
partnership in order to smooth their opera-
tions. For instance, CBOs from Binder soum 
of Khentii province gathered in November to 
discuss about effective cooperation and part-
nership and established the Soum CBO Associ-
ation.  The association was joined by 19 CBOs.  
During the gathering, the CBO members 
selected the Association chair and secretary.

AMUR-HEIlONG ECO-REGION COMPlEx E-NEWSlETTER

In November, the CBO Association of Dadal 
Soum was restructured on the CBO members’ 
meeting that was attended by 30 representa-
tives of 15 CBOs of the soum. Mongolia
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AMUR-HEIlONG ECO-REGION COMPlEx E-NEWSlETTERESd
coNSERvaTioN ThRouGh EducaTioN
The third round of in-service and school-cen-
tered teacher training session was held in the 
basin soums. Eco-tourism has been selected 
as an ESD topic and methodology of integrat-
ing responsible tourism issues in the existing 
school curriculum has been provided to educa-
tors and managers. In other words, the train-
ing aimed at providing the participants with 
theoretical and methodological supports in 
restructuring the contents and methodologies 
to teach the education for sustainable develop-
ment in relation to development of eco-tour-
ism based on naturally beautiful, historical, 
and cultural features and traditions and cus-
toms of ethnic groups. 

The baseline survey has been conducted 
among teachers prior to undertaking train-

ing sessions in order to identify at what level 
ESD is integrated in educational process of 
respective schools and to develop our training 
contents which would respond to the needs of 
teachers. The findings have been continuously 
reflected in the selection of training activities. 
The second survey has been undertaken to 
compare the results where we aimed at assess-
ing our own efforts. The finding can be out-
lines as below:

From the teacher development 
perspective 

• Through capacity-building training ses-
sions teachers developed skills and gained 
knowledge about sustainable development and 
ESD issues. They have also gained experience 
in developing, testing and improving curricula 
for different subjects at different levels where 
ESD is streamlined. We consider that this 
significant progress has been attained thanks 
to effectiveness of team work among teachers 
in elaborating locally-relevant curriculum and 
encouraging self-development and self-confi-
dence of scholars. 

• We have observed that teachers start to 
rely on science-based data and fact sheets 
when developing their curriculum. This is the 
result of adopting new methodologies in teach-
ing practices, which are gradually improved 
due to individual and team work efforts in 
elaborating and testing relevant curriculum. 

From the institutional develop-
ment perspective

• There’s an opportunity open for sustain-
able collaboration among school management 
board and teaching staff to further firmly inte-
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grate ESD concepts into the school-level cur-
riculum thanks to mutual understanding and 
integrated approach towards ESD. 

• Mutual cooperation among teachers with-
in one “Teacher’s Methodological Team” and 
within other teams at school level has been 
significantly improved. From the other hand, 
the fact that teachers start to work in teams at 
every step of curriculum development, e.g. dis-
cussion, selection of topics, elaboration, test-
ing and ameliorating respectively, improves 
considerably the logical sequence of subject 
content and methodological tools. 

• A platform for experience sharing is be-
ing provided and reciprocal learning process 
is started, which we think, is one of the major 
achievements and the basis for further im-
provement from the institutional development 
perspective. This is because teachers start to 
understand the value and benefit of work-
ing together in teams at every single phase of 
teaching process, which is a purelt dynamic 
process, including curriculum elaboration, 
testing, monitoring and evaluating and further 
improvement. 

Impacts of training sessions and 
teacher support handbooks

• The basis of afore-mentioned success 

underlies in training sessions and method-
ological handbooks which provided a tangible 
support in streamlining ESD principles into 
existing school curriculum. The approach that 
we have chosen is “school-centered” training, 
which provides the fair and equal access for 
all teachers. The contents covered up-to-date 
information about ongoing policy changes 
and innovation process of education sector in 
alignment with ESD integration in the learning 
and teaching practices. For our target schools, 
positive changes started to be reflected in daily 
teaching practices of teachers, including pre-
paring lesson plans, implementing the plan, 
monitoring and evaluating the results and fur-
ther enriching the curriculum. The balanced 
combination of theory and practice brought an 
asset to enriching the contents of training ses-
sions and handbooks. 

• As we conducted a baseline survey in order 
to identify teacher’s knowledge level and find 
out their needs, this enabled us to plan real-
istically our activities prior to commencing 
the project and meet needs of our target audi-
ence. The practical exercises prevailed both in 
training and handbook contents which is also 
driven by teachers as they were asked to fill 
up a small questionnaire after each session. 
Mongolia
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Eco-club members are developing their first management plan.

AMUR-HEIlONG ECO-REGION COMPlEx E-NEWSlETTERESd
Eco-cLuB mEmBERS EmpoWEREd
WWF-Mongolia organized training on how to 
run environmentally friendly small businesses 
for eco-club members-students of seven soums 
underlying the Onon River basin in October, 
2011. 
Main purpose of this training was to assist 
school children in application of their educa-
tion for environmental and sustainable devel-
opment in practice and to inspire their active 
and creative activities.
As attended the training, the students have 
learned about how to run micro business oper-
ations, what should be prioritized for success-
ful business, and how to find financial sources 
for sustainability of club operations from the 
training, on which the children discussed and 
found out the best options to run environmen-

tally friendly business that provides for a basis 
for sustainable development as they communi-
cate with the society through economic devel-
opment approach.  
As they learn about the options to run small 
businesses, they retain their profits into funds 
and use for their clubs’ operations, and actively 
take part in various extracurricular activities 
e.g. environmental conservation and planting 
organized at local level. 
It has agreed that the eco-club members-
students will develop and submit small project 
proposals on environmentally friendly small 
businesses to WWF Mongolia for granting and 
their proposals will be selected against devel-
oped criteria for funding. Mongolia
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WiLd amuR TiGER coNSERvaTioN TEam 
REcEivES WWF aWaRd
China’s Wild Amur Tiger Protection team has 
received a WWF award for its success in pro-
tecting rare Amur tigers in the country’s north-
east, part a critical area for the future survival 
of the endangered species known as the Amur-
Heilong region. 
The Amur tiger protection team includes the 
Northeast China Program Office of WWF-
China, Jilin Forestry Department, Wangq-
ing Forestry Bureau of Jilin Province and the 
Hunchun National Amur Tiger Nature Reserve 
Administration Bureau in Jilin.
The award was given for “Best law Enforce-
ment Monitoring Effort” during a ceremony in 
Changchun, Jilin Province in early December.
“The Amur-Heilong team has made great 
strides this year in their tiger patrol and moni-
toring efforts,” said Jamie Kemsey, Senior 
Manager for Communications for the WWF’s 
Tigers Alive Initiative (TAI). “These expanding 

oThER 
NEWS

efforts will lead to better protection, and ulti-
mately a brighter future, for tigers in Amur-
Heilong. On behalf of WWF and the Tigers 
Alive Initiative team, I am honored to take part 
in the presentation of this award today.”  
The awards are part of the Tigers Alive Initia-
tive’s Zero Poaching Campaign, which seeks to 
eliminate poaching in key tiger areas to aid the 
recovery of the big cat. 
During 2010 and 2011, with the support of the 
Jilin and Heilongjiang forestry departments, 
WWF-China carried out patrolling and moni-
toring activities for a period of 567 days in the 
mountainous Changbaishan area, reducing 
threats to tigers and their prey through the 
removal of snares. WWF also supported the 
Wangqing Forestry Bureau set up MIST, a 
database software programme for monitoring 
wildlife species. The software will be used to 
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The Chinese team of TAI Award
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help prevent poaching, strengthen anti-poach-
ing and monitoring patrols, and explore the 
most effective ways to work with local commu-
nities living within tiger regions. 
“We plan to explore and demonstrate an effec-
tive anti-poaching management system, and 
promote it for wider use in critically important 
Amur Tiger protected areas,” said Jiang Zhu, 
Director of the Northeast Office of WWF-Chi-
na. “Through these efforts, we aim at ensuring 
the safety of the wild tiger and creating prime 

conditions for its protection and recovery.” 
Jilin Province, which last year signed an 
agreement with its counterparts in Russia for 
a trans-boundary Amur tiger protection net-
work, has also welcomed the award.      
“Jilin takes its role in saving the Amur tiger 
very seriously. We are honoured to have re-
ceived the award together with the Northeast 
Office of WWF-China and to now be given the 
opportunity to tell the world about the huge 
improvements in tiger conservation in China,” 
said Changchun Yu, Director of the Jilin For-
estry Department’s Wildlife Conservation Divi-
sion. China

AMUR-HEIlONG ECO-REGION COMPlEx E-NEWSlETTERoThER 
NEWS

WWF iNTERNaTioNaL hoNoREd achiEvEmENTS 
oF ThE FaR EaSTERN coLLEaGuES
Yury Darman, director of the WWF Russia 
Amur branch, received the 2011 WWF Interna-
tional Staff Award for Outstanding Service.  
The selection of candidates is conducted 
among all WWF staff members out of 5000 
people working in more than 100 countries. 
The International Board selects the winners 
for their exceptional dedication and outstand-
ing service. This year Yury Darman, director of 
WWF Russia Amur branch became one of six 
WWF best staff workers.The certificate signed 

by Yolanda Kakabadze and  James leape was 
presented to Yury in recognition of his dedi-
cation and inspiring leadership of the Amur 
Ecoregional Program, which has led to the 
establishment of new protected areas, FSC cer-
tified forests, the increase in the Amur leopard 
population and the stabilization of the Amur 
tiger population.
Congratulations to all of us for being the part 
of the big international team. Russia
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Yury Darman is happy to receive award in front of his staff


