for a living planet

THE SOURCE OF AMUR
‘Transboundary protected areas have the capacity to
solve problems that can exist on any border, and if
done correctly the parks may be the most cost effective way to solve conflicts (Pool 2006)’.

We know the Amur is one of the biggest free-flowing rivers of the world and it flows through China, Mongolia and Russia. Probably, many of us know it is the ninth longest (almost 4,500 kilometers long) and
has the tenth biggest watershed (nearly two million square kilometers) of the world. But, how many of us
know where the origin of this great river is?
The Onon, a famous river of Mongolia and Transbaikal is a northern source of Amur River.
The Onon River originates from the north of Khan Khentii Mountain that is a pick of Great Khentii Mountain Range. It runs through Khentii, Dornod Aimags of Mongolia and Chita Oblast of Russian Federation
for 808 kilometers. Then, in the territory of Trans-Baikal (Zabaikalye) Onon River joins with Ingoda River
that originates from the Sokhond, the highest pick of northeast part of Khentii Mountain Range. Both
rivers give the life to the Shilka River. The Shilka River moves on along the Transsiberian railway and it
merges with Ergune (Argun) River. The Shilka and Ergune rivers are together having a name of Amur
River. From here, the Amur River runs for 2834 kilometers through Amur lagoon into the Tatar Strait and
Sakhalin gulf in the Okhotsk Sea.

The basin of Amur River is
very rich in biological diversity thanks to the wide diversity
of landscapes that encompass
15 terrestrial eroregions (map
1), including in WWF terms
three Global Ecoregions,
namely the East Siberian Taiga, the Mixed broadleaf-coniferous forests of Russian
Far East and the Daurian
Steppe.

Map 1: Global 200 Ecoregions of the Amur River basin (84-East Siberian Taiga, 71-Mixed
broadleaf-coniferous forests of the Russian Far East (RFE), 96-Daurian Steppe, and 181-Rivers and
wetlands of the RFE)

Thus, the most part of Amur
River basin is under the protection of Mongolian and
Russian strictly protected areas and reserves (map
2). Among them Onon-Balj
National Protected Area of
Mongolia and Sokhondinsky
State Biosphere Reserve of
Russian Federation have been
played a main role to protect
the headwater of Amur River
during the last decade.

Map 2: Protected areas in Amur River basin

The administration of these two protected areas has a long-term cooperation. Since 2003, the most areas
of Amur headwater have been investigated by joint scientific expeditions of the two countries. The result
of survey was a great opportunity to acquire data on biodiversity and distribution of rare species, define
conditions of regional ecosystems and select key areas for species’ conservation.

According to the survey, the protected areas have a common feature of nature even though they are separately
protected under the different conservation statuses of
the two countries.
• The unique land with high biodiversity where the
western edge of Daurian steppe merged to taiga zone
in Khentii Mountain Range;
• It has a flora of vascular plants that represented with
923 species from 75 families and 313 genera;
• There is widespread pine forest with Daurain Larch,
Siberian Larch and Cedar.
• The seasonal habitat of migratory animals such as
Mongolian gazelle;
• The birthplace of many rare species such as musk
deer, red deer, wild boar, elk, bear, Mongolian gazelle, and marmot etc.,
• The primary habitat of iconic and globally endangered species such as white-napped crane, demoiselle
crane, black crane, great bustard, black storks, swans,
white tailed eagle and steppe eagle etc., Most of them
are included the Red Book of two countries;
• The last heaven of largest fresh water salmon-Huho
taimen and many other species of Pacific Basin such
as Amur sturgeon, carp, Amur big-forehead fish etc.,
• The rich historical and cultural heritage that related
to the Great Chingis Khaan.

Besides this, the cooperative activities related to environmental education for public is became a yearly
traditional and cultural event between the protected
areas.
Therefore, a planning transboundary specially protected area ‘The Source of Amur’ based on Onon-Balj
National Protected Area of Mongolia (400467ha) and
Sokhondinsky State Biosphere Reserve of Russian
Federation (247,048ha) will show a great impact on
conservation of functionally connected ecosystem in
the headwater of Amur River, particularly transition
zone of Siberian Taiga and Daurian Steppe.
Moreover, its unique nature, culture and historical
places related to Chingis Khaan are giving an opportunity to develop tourism. In this case, ‘The Source
of Amur’ will be a viable applicant for bilateral World
Heritage Site listing. It is important not only for popularizing the protected areas but also for strengthening
public relations between the neighboring countries.
Also, ‘The Source of Amur’ TBPA can help to resolve
many social and ecological problems that have been
shared in border area of two countries such as fire,
poaching, overgrazing, and disturbing the animals in
habitats during migration and pollution.

Photos by © WWF-Mongolia

