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1. You say Big Cats
People managed to rescue and reunite Amur tiger family
A unique many-days-long operation on catching two tiger cubs, whose mother 
was captured early in February, has successfully finished in Primorye on March 
8. Thanks to the joint efforts of WWF Russia, the Primorsky Province Hunting 

Department, the Amur Tiger Center and Rehabilitation 
Centre the tiger family has finally reunited.
The village of Aleksei-Nikolskoye became the center of 
human-tiger conflict early in January. The predator got into 
habit to steal dogs from the villagers. Measures to scare 
the tiger away did not help. To protect the villagers and to 
save the tiger from the bullet, it was decided to capture it. 
On February 2, the Conflict Resolution Group captured the 
female and place her in the Alekseevka Rehabilitation Center.
But later it became clear that the tigress had two cubs that 
in several days were caught and also placed tot he Centre. 
When all the tests proved negative the whole striped family 

was put in one spacious 1.2 hectares wide enclosure. Now the specialists closely 
monitor the tiger family to understand the tigress behaviour and her maternal 
instinct. If she cannot be released into the wild, the cubs will stay at the Center 
till spring 2019. This is for the first time ever when the rehabilitation of the whole 
tiger family is carried out in Primorye.
More details are here:https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/
amurskiy-tigr/v-primore-udalos-spasti-i-vossoedinit-tigrinuyu-semyu/ 
 

People try to save tiger female wounded in Khabarovsky Province
On March 7, the wounded tiger female transported from Khabarovsky Province 
was operated on. Specialists tried to find out how serious the wounds were. In 
any case, the second surgery will be needed as there are serious health problems. 
After the operation, the tiger was placed into the quarantine box to be thoroughly 
and intensively monitored within the next days. Meanwhile, the specialists will 
consult the Moscow-based vets to decide which medical treatment to choose. 

Most probably, osteoplasty might be required. But there 
are practically no chances for this big cat to be released 
back into the wild. FYI. The wounded tigress was found 
near a road in Mataisky Nature Refuge on March 6. The 
group of rangers accompanied by the Police went to the 
site immediately. When the team reached the site they 
found several bloody tiger beds along the road and tiger 
pugmarks that have lead the rangers to the animal. There are 
evidences of gun shots on her body. More details are here: 
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/tigritsu-
ranennuyu-v-khabarovskom-krae-spasayut-v-primore/ 

 

2nd Tiger Advisory Group Meeting held in Vladivostok in February
At the meeting it was noted that the work of WWF-Russia and its partners allow 
preserving the world’s largest non-fragmented Amur tiger grouping. Russia is one of 
few countries where both the tigers are being protected effectively and their habitats. 
A system of PAs of federal and provincial levels has been created. The role of PAs has 
been proved by the Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve being among the first ones to receive 
the CA|TS certificate. WWF supports the governmental agencies in their efforts to 
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protect wild ungulates, the Amur tiger main prey. Tiger habitats are being protected 
by controlling illegal logging and putting into practice mechanisms for forest use 
management. The cooperation between TAI and Russia will be extended:  new 
management tools like the SMART system will be introduced into PAs and Hunting 
Departments’ activities; a system of conflict resolution groups will be developed. 
 

Mobile hospital for tigers is brought in operation in Primorye
Mobile veterinarian module that WWF Russia helped to equip together with 
other organizations for the Rehabilitation Center in Alekseevka is one of the 

main tools to minimize human-wildlife conflicts. The mobile 
veterinarian module is based on KamAZ off-road vehicle. It is 
fully equipped to provide medical assistance for wild animals 
right on the spot. Rehabilitaiton Centre’s staff had been 
dreaming about such “mobile hospital” for a long time. It 
allows examining wild animals and providing first aid right in 
the field conditions without losing precious time. The vehicle 
is equipped with a special operating table, transporting 
cage, lifting device for large animals, air conditioner, water 
supply system and the room for staff. More details are here: 
https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/mobilnyy-
gospital-dlya-tigrov-poyavilsya-v-primorskom-krae/ 
 

A leopard's taking prey in Duhuangzi Forestry Farm
A leopard was taking of prey in Duhuangzi Forestry Farm, Jilin Wangqing National 
Nature Reserve, China, on September 23, 2017. This is the first serial camera 
trap shots of leopard preying in the wild since WWF and the nature reserve has 

initiated camera trap monitoring in this nature reserve since 
2013. The leopard was squatting on its haunches to wait 
the prey to come. Suddenly, it jumped to a roe deer several 
meters away, and bit the throat of the deer tightly. Only four 
or five minutes later, the deer stopped breathing, and the 
leopard moved its trophy to a safe place to enjoy its meal. 
There were 12 to 13 leopards recorded in the nature reserve 
since 2013. This indicates that a stable productive population 
of the leopards has gradually settled down in this area. 

 
Corridors Construction Introduced in China's National Road
China national park for tigers and leopards invited the experts including project 
staff from WWF for the impact assessment of the relocation of S206 road on 

tiger and leopard movements, as well as for the tiger and 
leopard corridor planning since November 2017. Because 
the new road is planned to build through the national park. 
Based on two field investigations in the past few months 
and the tiger and leopard monitoring data, three corridors 
are recommended and designed along S206 road to mitigate 
the impact on tiger and leopard movements. State Forestry 
and Grassland Administration (Formerly the State Forestry 
Administration) will reinforce the construction of these 
corridors in the road relocation. The monitoring data in the 
past few years indicates that the movements of tigers, leopards, 
and their prey throughout the tiger national park have been 

negatively affected by S206 and S201 roads. WWF and the partners have been 
striving to minimize the negative impacts of the roads on the animals' movements 
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WWF handed equipment to protect tigers of Evreiskaya Province 
Yamaha snowmobile and Mitsubishi L200 off-roader were purchased on VTB 
funds and delivered to the province to help the staff of the Directorate for 
Protected Areas and Wildlife Management doing tiger monitoring and protection. 
The Province is gradually getting back its status of a “tiger region” after 50 year-
long break. Back in 2005 there only one tiger counted in the Province compared 
to 13-15 registered this year. The Directorate is one of the main partners of a large 
scale project on big cats conservation in Russia developed by WWF, the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Environment and funded by Russia-based VTB bank.  
 

Leopards’ number on the rise
Scientists of the Land of the Leopard National Park have completed processing of 
the Amur leopard camera trap monitoring data received in 2017. According to the 
results, over the past year, 84 adult spotted predators and 19 cubs were recorded 

in the Park. At present, camera trap monitoring is the main 
research method to study the wild population of the Amur 
leopard. There are about 400 automatic cameras in the Park. 
This is the largest camera trap network in Russia. It should 
be noted that while estimating numbers, scientists only count 
adult animals, since mortality is high among cubs in the wild. 
However, the current number of mature leopards already 
indicates to an increase in population of these cats. Among 
other partners the Park’s Administration thanks WWF-Russia 
for assisting in camera traps monitoring and data processing. 
 

Huge shipment of contraband seized
On January 27, 2018, the Far Eastern Operational Customs Service detained a 
large batch of wildlife products, including Amur tiger body parts, in the Khankai 
District, Primorye. The Far Eastern Operational Customs Service established the 
place where the smugglers were planning to cross the border. As a result, two 
minibuses and a jeep with a trailer were detained. The smugglers were planning 

to move the contraband across frozen Lake Khanka, 
bypassing customs and border posts. More than one ton 
of bear paws (about 870 pieces); body parts (parts of the 
skeleton, skin, teeth, claws) of at least four Amur tigers; 
bear teeth; tails and penis of red deer and sika deer; gall 
bladder of bears and other products were seized. According 
to preliminary estimates, the remains belong to at least four 
Amur tigers. And, if two of them had died more than three 
years ago, another two tigers were killed recently, one of 
them this winter. A criminal case was initiated. 
 
In February, the colleagues from WWF-Sweden together 

with the Nordens Ark Zoo representatives came to Khabarovsky Province 
for a site visit. They met the staff of the Khabarovsky Province Ministry of 
Natural Resources and the Joint Directorate for Protected Areas “Zapovednoye 
Priamurye” to discuss the future cooperation on the “Northern Tiger” project. 
After the indoor meeting they spent 8 days in the field visiting the Anyuisky 
NP, the Bain and Tayozhnik hunting leases and discussed the ideas on tiger 
conservation, protection and raising the ungulates numbers. The site visit 
resulted in a signing of an agreement to prolong the “Northern Tiger” project for 
more three years. 
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2. When the Belt is Green
Migration of the Mongolian gazelle in trans-boundary areas confirmed
WWF-Mongolia aimed to scientifically designate potential locations of wildlife 
crossings in the railroad to be built through Eastern Mongolia, the habitat of long-
distance movement ungulates such as the Mongolian gazelle. Under this effort, 

WWF-Mongolia specialists put satellite tracking collars on 
20 individuals of Mongolian gazelle in 2016 and 2017. They 
compiled and analysed all the tracking data for a period 
from January 2017 to March, 2018. According to the reports, 
migration of Mongolian gazelle in trans-boundary areas has 
been confirmed.
The tracking data from one collared individual showed that it 
stayed in Russian territory for a period from November, 2016 
to April, 2017 and then came back and gave birth in Toson 
Khulstai Nature Reserve in Eastern Mongolia. The data from 
another collared individual showed that it crossed the state 

border with the Republic of China on January 14, 2018 and has been still staying in 
the territory of China. All these data show that conservation of Mongolian gazelle, 
a key species of the Eastern steppe, has become an effort not only of Mongolia but 
also of its neighbouring countries.
Overall, Eastern Mongolia is the region where many national and international 
researchers have been carrying out their joint studies on Mongolian gazelle 
including those used satellite transmitters for decades. For this tracking, WWF-
Mongolia spotted at the area, where researches on Mongolian gazelle migration 
were rarely conducted.  Secondly, the spotted area is a part of the distribution 
ranges, where Mongolian gazelle seasonally occur in large numbers.

The Governor of Zabaikalsky Province thanked WWF Russia 
by awarding it with the Letter of Gratitude for WWF’s great contribution in 
biodiversity conservation and support of the regional PAs. The Letter of Gratitude 

was handed to Peter Osipov, head of WWF Russia Amur branch at the 
meeting in Chita.
WWF and the Ministry of Natural Resources of Zabaikalsky Province 
have a long history of partnership. Traditionally WWF Russia supports 
transboundary work of federal and regional PAs. Since 2004, 360 000 
ha of PAs for Mongolian gazelle were established with WWF support. As 
a result, Mongolian gazelles that migrated from Mongolia to Russia have 
been preserved and their numbers has increased.
During the meeting the Ministry of Natural Resources of Zabaikalsky 
Province and WWF Russia have signed the joint Action Plan for 2018 
one of the task of which is the completion of environmental assessment 
for the Strategy of Zabaikalsky Province development in terms of mining 
operations.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/
amur/gubernator-zabaykalya-vyrazil-blagodarnost-wwf-rossii-/ 
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The Year of Oriental stork launched in Amur-Heilong Ecoregion
on February 2, on the World Wetlands Day, spotlighting the census of the rare bird 
on its entire range both in Russia and China. The Year was announced by WWF 

Russia and the Amur Coalition of environmental NGOs with 
the activities to be carried out in cooperation with PAs and 
NGOs. The movement of Oriental Stork Nests’ Keepers will 
be developed. In late March, two trainings for 60 teachers 
on how to keep Oriental stork nests were held in the cities 
of Luchegorsk, Khabarovsk. In April-May, 2018, the Oriental 
Stork Day will be celebrated in protected areas of the Amur 
basin – the habitat of this rare bird. The scientific conference 
in Blagoveshensk will sum up the results of the year of 
Oriental stork – 2018. It will gather the experts from Russia, 
China, Japan, USA, Korea and other countries.

More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/god-
dalnevostochnogo-aista-startuet-v-basseyne-amura-/ 
 

Digital intelligence becomes a threat for poachers
“Zapovednoye Priamurye" United Directorate of Nature Reserves and National 
Parks and WWF Russia are ready to introduce a system of surveillance over the 
protected areas based on innovative technologies. The Khekhtsyr Nature Reserve 
was chosen as a model site. The new  system consists of a complex of components: 

TAIGA satellite alarm system (magnetic resistive sensors, 
photo and video recorders, satellite communication systems), 
camera traps, video cameras installed on cell towers, UAVs, 
mobile and web applications to interact with citizens who 
want to help preserve the nature of the reserve. The system is 
able to independently analyze all incoming information and 
send signals about violations. The rangers of the reserve will 
only have to arrive at the site of the violation and detain a 
poacher. The control of the territory will be carried out from 
above: from space, using satellite imagery, video surveillance 

from cameras on cell towers, as well as from unmanned aerial vehicles. The system 
can also control forest fires as its cameras can identify any smoke on a distance of 
dozens of kilometers. If the experience is successful, neural networks will cover the 
rest of the national parks and reserves of Khabarovsky Province.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/
iskusstvennyy-intellekt-stanet-grozoy-dlya-brakonerov-v-zapovednom-
priamure-/ 
 

Pioneer search of Oriental stork nests carried out
In March in Evreiskaya province, the specialists of the Evreiskaya Province 

Directorate for Protected Areas and Wildlife Management, 
Khingansky Nature Reserve in Amurskaya Province, 
the Khanka Nature Reserve in Primorsky Province and 
the Institute of Water and Environmental Problems in 
Khabarovsky Province conducted inventory of well-known 
stork nests and found 14 nests in the remote area of Dzhavarga. 
They also evaluated the condition of nests, whether they are 
destroyed by fire or by strong winds and equipped all newly 
discovered trees with nests with information and warning 
signs. After winter monitoring it will be easier to visit the sites 
in summer to check whether new settlers arrived and count 
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the number of chicks. Also, early in March four new tripods for storks' nests were 
erected in Berezovsky and Muravyevsky Wildlife Refuges in Amurskaya Province.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/
pionernyy-poisk-aistinykh-gnezd-vedetsya-v-basseyne-amura-/ 
 

Tourism development in Bikin National Park declared a national priority 
The government of Russia approved the Program of tourism development in the 
Park in 2018-2020. The Program includes an Action Plan to create conditions 

for tourist services, to prepare investment proposals on 
recreational activity and implementation of infrastructure 
projects. It also includes the construction of visitor centers, 
rangers stations and check points, tent camping sites, guest 
houses for visitors, helicopter landing sites. Ecological 
trails and tourist routs for various categories of tourists 
will be arranged, as well as observation towers, information 
boards, navigation signs. Existing activities like the Bikin 
Day, Hunter’s Day, Tiger Day will also attract tourists. WWF 
believes that signing this document became one the most 
important milestones in the Park’s history, in preservation of 

the Bikin River basin wildlife and traditional lifestyle of indigenous people.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/razvitie-
turizma-v-natsparke-bikin-priznano-odnim-iz-natsionalnykh-prioritetov-/ 
 

120 000 hectares under protection in Khabarovsky Province
Five provincial protected areas were established in Khabarovsky Province 
completing the Year of Protected Areas in Russia. Among them are two wildlife 
refuges, an ecological corridor, and two nature monuments. The general area 
of PAs in the Province has increased by 120 957 hectares. The largest of newly 
establishedPAs is Shaman-Yai Wildlife Refuge in Tiul-Shaman Mountain Range 
and the Yai River valley. According to Peter Osipov, head of WWF Russia Amur 
branch, “The establishment of Shaman-Yai Wildlife Refuge with an area of 50 
696 hectares will protect this unique “island” of Ussury taiga from forest fires and 
poachers.” WWF was among the initiators of establishing this PA.
More details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/v-
khabarovskom-krae-pod-okhranu-vzyaty-bolee-120-000-ga-prirodnykh-
territoriy/ 
 

Training for Oriental White Stork (OWS) Breeding Survey Held in Honghe
On 26th Mar. 2018, WWF NEC and Environment Conservation Division of 
Heilongjiang Forestry Department, and Honghe Natural Reserve successfully 
organized Training for Oriental White Stork (OWS) Breeding Survey in 
Heilongjiang Province in Honghe, Heilongjiang province aimed to ensure the 
scientific, systematic, effective and synchronic survey of OWS breeding in 2018. 
The training has involved the renowned professors, experts and officials from 
the Northeast Forest University (Prof. Li Xiaomin and Prof. Wu Qingming), and 
Wildlife Research Institute (Mr. Li Lin, senior researcher), and the 16 natural 
reserves, namely Honghe, Sanjiang, and Dajiahe etc. This training covered useful 
information and necessary skills for the OWS breeding investigation, including OWS 
classification, habits, GPS application, artificial nest building, and conservation 
etc. The next-step workplans and methods were also discussed in details at the 
training. On 27th Mar, the participates have also completed a field visit and study 
on the artificial OWS nests. The experts from the natural reserves have introduced 
the use of the synchronized breeding investigation forms and the techniques of 
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the artificial nest construction. The training has laid a solid 
foundation for the scientific and standardized OWS breeding 
investigation; the field session has effectively helped to build 
the confidence and valuable skills of the trainees in their future 
OWS conservation works. In July 2016, with the joint effort 
from Heilongjiang Forestry Department and WWF NEC, 
Sino-Russia Amur Heilong PA Conservation Network were 
formerly established, which has covered OWS conservation 
as one of the 9 agreements. In November 2017, the 2018 
OWS joint breeding survey has been decided in the Sino-
Russia OWS Conservation Meeting in Amurskaya, Russia. 

 

Capacity training on coaching in conservation planning
The Conservation Coaches Network (CCnet coach), which aims to improve 
conservation by empowering people to plan, implement, evaluate, adapt, and 
share effective strategies that achieve tangible conservation results benefiting 
both people and nature all over the world, is one of the practical and effective 
approaches to be promoted and disseminated in the conservation. It allows 
upgrading conservation effectiveness through building capacities of officers, 
specialists, and rangers of PAs and updating or revising annual conservation 

plans for PAs through the trained and empowered coaches.
The WWF- Mongolia in cooperation with the Protected Area 
Management Department of the Ministry of Environment 
and Tourism (MoET) and TNC Mongolia organized 
training on coaching in Ulaanbaatar city on March 19-
20, 2018. It was attended by 31 participants including 
specialists and officers from the PA Administrations and 
the Aimag Environment and Tourism Departments, and 
representatives from environmental NGOs in Eastern 
Mongolia. The participants were presented with the 
guidelines (open standard) for conservation planning 
and exercises were followed. A main focus of this type of 

training was to empower the participants in how to effectively guide or lead 
conservation planning. The participants shared their synergies, challenges, and 
lessons in planning and solution options. The participants were happy with the 
training and what they have learned from it. The specialist and officers from 
the park administrations attended the training have agreed to coach drafting of 
management plans for individual PAs within 2018. 
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3. Our Forests
Drones help Forest Service in Primorye to reveal illegal logging 
At the initiative of WWF Russia, KEDR forest monitoring system will be enhanced 
by drones. Field tests of UAV application technology in efficient detecting illegal 
logging were carried out in Primorye in mid-March. KEDR forest monitoring system 

developed with support of WWF Russia was introduced into 
operation in Primorsky and Khabarovsky provinces in 2017. 
According to the Primorsky Province Forestry Department 
in July—December 2017, in Dalnerechensky and Roshinsky 
districts of Primorsky province, 14 forest sites were identified 
with signs of illegal logging, with a volume of 331.7 cubic 
meters, according to preliminary calculations, the damage 
from which amounted to almost 24.3 million rubles ($425 
thousand USD). The specialists keep improving KEDR by 
upgrading it with various modules that make the work of 
forest inspectors easier. After the tests of drones automatic 
flight are completed the equipment and the technology will 

be handed over to the Forestry Department for regular use. The introduction of 
new means and methods into the system will help to speed up the detection of 
illegal logging in forests, and also to improve monitoring of legal forest use. More 
details are here: https://new.wwf.ru/en/resources/news/lesa/bespilotniki-
pomogut-lesnomu-nadzoru-v-primore-vyyavlyat-nelegalnye-rubki/ 
 

Forestation has been done in 52 ha
The WWF-Mongolia is planning to do forestation in 500 ha 
in Onon River basin under the campaign “Tree Retains Water 
and Water Retains Life”.  In the last two years, they planted 
in 52 ha. 
Seedlings for the forestation are supplied by local forest 
user groups and Onon-Balj NP Administration. At the WWF 
support, the park specialists and rangers collected 500 kg of 
pine cones and sent them to the inter-soum forestry division 
in Bayan-Uul soum of Dornod aimag for separating their 
seeds. The seeds separated will be used for planting (seedling 
supplies) in a tree nursery under the park administration. 

 
 

WWF's Donation of Beehives to Tianqiaoling Forestry Bureau
March 28, 2018, WWF and Saselomo donated 280 beehives to 28 excellent rangers 
from Tianqiaoling Forestry Bureau. The 28 excellent rangers, the senior officials 

and staff from Tianqiaoling Forestry Bureau and WWF 
participated in the donation ceremony, followed by a skill 
training for beekeeping. Tianqiaoling Forestry Bureau is 
located in Wangqing County, the northern part of Yanbian 
Korean Autonomous Prefecture. Tianqiaoling Forestry Bureau 
is a key area for the conservation of Amur tiger and leopard. 
The PA has been covered into the Northeast Tiger and Leopard 
National Park Administration. The management competency 
of the PA has improved, however, it is still under-developed 
because the PA is newly established, the management capacity 
needs to be elevated, the ranger team is short of hands, the 
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competence need to be developed, the rangers are under-paid and their income 
needs to be improved. 
To improve the income of rangers, to encourage the rangers in the protection 
work, as well as to help them in the forest economic transformation, WWF strive 
to incorporate the forest workers’ livelihoods into the conservation for Amur tigers 

and leopards by supporting the local rangers to develop 
forests economy and through events and activities of ranger 
competition, capacity training, ranger song MV publication, 
etc. These events have greatly facilitated the public attention 
on rangers and their contribution to wildlife conservation.
WWF's efforts has also attracted the attention from the 
socially responsible enterprises like Saselomo, who has not 
only been offering financial support to tiger and leopard 
conservation, but also been actively participating in the 
protection works. For instance, Saselomo has donated the 
beehives with WWF's guidance. The rangers are able to 
earn a living through beekeeping with WWF and Saselomo's 

donation of beehives, while they could contribute to the tiger conservation. 
Therefore, a win-win solution of both the economic and protection benefits of 
sustainable development is achieved. Saselomo and WWF will continue to work 
together for Anti-poaching and bio-system conservation to welcome the tiger home. 
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4. United for Conservation Effectiveness
Strategy Implementation Workshop of WWF Freshwater Practice 
took place on March 5–9 in Fujairah, United Arab Emirates. The purpose of this 
meeting was to get all offices engaged in and committed to the delivery of the 
Freshwater Practice Goal & Outcomes. The meeting was also aimed to demonstrate 
the level of ambitions, strategic approaches, collaboration and partners. WWF 
has prepared a joint presentation for the Amur-Heilong to demonstrate our 
planned contribution to the FW Practice. WWF used the opportunity to have a 
separate meeting for the Amur-Heilong and East Asian – Australasian Flyway. 
After the regional discussion WWF was invited to prepare a 100 mln USD pitch 
for the Amur-Heilong case. For the pitch we’ve broadened the topic from the 
Amur-Heilong basin to the East Asian – Australasian Flyway. That would mean 
the involvement of other river basins, such as the Yangtze, Mekong, Murray-
Darling, etc. to protect wetlands for migratory birds along the whole EAA Flyway.  
 

The 3rd Tiger Habitat Ranger Competition held in China 
Jointly organized by Department of Wildlife Conservation and Nature Reserve 
Management of the State Forestry Administration, Northeast Tiger and 

Leopard National Park Administration, Longjiang Forest 
Industry, Jilin Forestry Department, Heilongjiang Forestry 
Department, Suiyang Forestry Bureau, WWF, TAI and RFA, 
the competition in China was held on 4—6 March.
20 ranger teams (including 19 China teams and 1 team from 
Russia) and 215 people participated in the  competition. 
After 3 day’s indoor and field competition, Huangnihe 
Forestry Bureau (FB) won the champion, and second and the 
third place were Yingchun FB and Suiyang FB respectively. 
19 excellent rangers were awarded for their outstanding 
contributions of tiger conservation. Ranger Song MV was 
successfully published on the event and WWF official Weibo, 
and  received great attention of the rangers and the public, 
which has attracted 700,000 online fans.
"The capacity of the rangers is of great significance to the 
effectiveness of tiger and leopard conservation; the patrol 
works are the foundation of the wild tiger conservation; the 
success of the tiger protection to some extend depends on the 
patrolling skills of the rangers," said Mr. Zhang Shanning, 
deputy director general of Northeast Tiger and Leopard 
National Park Administration on the opening ceremony.
Mr. Liu Peiqi, head of WWF NEC commented, "The data 
of the tiger conservation is collected by the rangers; the 
management decision is executed by the rangers; the anti-
poaching is implemented by the rangers. The competency 
building and skill enhancement is the core and the target of 
the ranger competitions in China."
The indoor question session effectively identified the knowledge 
and information that the rangers shall apprehend; the field 
part tested and trained the actual patrol competency of the 
contestants. The capacity of the rangers was improved through 
experience sharing and patrol practice in the competition. 
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5. Earth Hour
In China: Jilin Museum of Natural History
On 24th Mar, 2018, WWF NEC organized "Reusable Shopping Bags & My Earth 
Hour" event in Jilin Museum of Natural History. The idea of this event is to 

encourage the use of the reusable or recycled shopping bags 
and to reduce the plastic bags application in their daily lives. 
The event poster was published 10 days ahead of the event; 
by sharing the poster in their Wechat friends circle and their 
actual use of the shopping bags in the supermarkets, people 
could get a reusable shopping bag tailored for Earth Hour 
and a visit of Jilin Museum of Natural History for free.
The activity has involved up to 400 people from Changchun 
to join in person on 24th Dec. at the museum. WWF NEC 
has also arranged the Q&As/gifts winning session and 
environment conservation education for the attendees. Ms. 
Qin, a mother of a 5 year-old child said," It is necessary 
to educate our children the significance of environment 
conservation at their early age; and it is important to help 
the kids develop their habits of energy saving, low carbon 
lifestyles, less use of plastics bags, etc." Mr. Zuo Bin, co-
organizer from Jilin Museum of Natural History mentioned, " 

We has been working closely with WWF for many years. Earth Hour event could 
actually raise the awareness of plastic materials cutting in people's daily lives." 
 

In Russia:
Primorsky Province. The Primorsky Administration supported the action by 
switching off the lights of its main building in the center of Vladivostok. 3 TV 
channels interviewed Peter Osipov commenting on Earth Hour in the Amur basin. 
The volunteers from “The Union of Russian Youth” organized a flash mob in one of 

the city squares dancing in the dark with neon bracelets and 
Panda. The live streaming in Vkontakte social network was 
organized during the flash mob. Members of the “lightning 
bugs” bicycle movement rode at night with flashing lights 
along central streets of the city. The students of the Far 
Eastern Federal University conducted a quiz devoted to the 
environmental issues. The events devoted to the Earth Hour 
were organized by WWF’s friends club from Chuguevka and 
the movement “Stork nests keepers” who actively supported 
the WWF’s social network flash mob “Vote for Nature”.
Khabarovsky Province. The student nature protection 
brigade “Khekhtsyr” together with NGO “All-Russian Society 
on Nature Protection” organized the round table discussion 
on sustainable development of the region. During Earth Hour 
they watched the documentary “Land of the Leopard: Circle 
of life”.
In Komsomolsk-on-Amur the student nature protection 
brigade “NEI” spent an hour singing songs with the guitar.

Amurskaya Province. In Blagoveshensk, NGO “AmurSEU” and “Bars” student 
nature protection brigade organized a creative party in the local library with 
environmental performances and guitar playing. Zabaikalsky Province. the 
mass climbing up the Pallas Mountain was devoted to the Earth Hour.
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6. Law Enforcement
Combating illegal hunting 
Arrest or detection of environmental crimes, in particular wildlife poaching and 
trafficking is not an easy task because this type of crime is often well organized 
and networked by its actors.  However, it is possible to reduce and eliminate the 

crimes and violations through dedicated joint efforts of the 
force agencies (e.g. the Police) and local communities. In 
addition to, prevention from illegal hunting and better public 
understanding on preventive measures are also important 
for elimination of this type of crime. To discuss about these 
concerns and their solutions for Onon River basin and 
improve stakeholder cooperation and information exchange, 
the WWF-Mongolia and Khentii Aimag’s Environment and 
Tourism Department had a joint meeting.
The meeting was attended by representatives of the local 
(aimag and soum) authorities, Onon-Balj NP and Khan 
Khentii SPA Administrations, the Military Frontier Unit, 
and the Sub-Council for the Aimag’s Crime Prevention Task 
Force. They exchanged the updates on the environmental 
crimes and violations and their incidents, the solution options 
and actions taken, and potential ways for cooperation at the 
aimag level.     
Khentii aimag’s territory is abundant by forest and a home 
to rare and endangered. Thus, incidents of wildlife poaching 
and trafficking are often recorded in the aimag.  The 
participants pointed out the increasing incidents of illegal 

fishing in recent years. Therefore, it is necessary to improve public awareness and 
legal understanding in order to reduce these incidents in the province. During the 
meeting, the parties discussed about these concerns and the solutions to tackle with.  
At the end of discussion, the parties agreed at joint efforts through preparation and 
implementation of action plan on anti-poaching and inclusion of major activities in 
annual action plan of the Sub-Council for the Aimag’s Crime Prevention Task Force. 
 

Large Scale Capacity Training for Rangers Held in Heilongjiang Dongning 
From 18th to 21st.Dec, 2017, WWF and the partners (Heilongjiang Forestry 
Department, Longjiang Forest Industry, and Feline Research Center of State 

Forestry Administration etc.) held the ranger training in 
larger scale in Dongning Forestry Bureau (FB) Heilongjiang 
Province, involved some 210 trainees from 35 FBs. This 
training aimed to improve the capability of the potential 
rangers, to upgrade the skills of the current rangers, as well as 
to facilitate the experience exchange between the participants 
and the rangers.
The training was compassed by two sessions: field training 
and indoor classroom-based session, covering camera trap, 
SMART patrolling, tiger tracking, laws and rules, and field 
survival skills etc. The training offered necessary information 

and skills for rangers to be capable and qualified in their future patrolling works 
of the tiger conservation in China Amur Tiger and Leopard National Park. 
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Ranger Song and MV's publication to engage the public
Ranger Song and MV were published on 4th of Mar in the 3rd ranger competition, 
to inspire and encourage the rangers, as well as to showcase to the public rangers' 
contribution for tiger and leopard conservation. An Hailiang, a renowned singer in 

Jilin, presented this song to the rangers and audiences at the 
event. The MV was also published on WWF China's official 
Weibo and has engaged 728,000 audiences online.
WWF initiated the Ranger Song Lyrics Collection event 
and produce the ranger song MV for the rangers, aimed to 
inspire the rangers’ sense of achievement, to stimulate their 
occupation honors, and to showcase the light of the rangers 
as a profession to the general public.
For the Ranger song assessment and election, WWF NEC 

invited the committee of the judges of acknowledged musicians, composer, singers, 
actors, officials and WWF staff. The members of committee have strictly laid out 
the rules and regulations and carefully reviewed all the works for a day, and finally 
recognized 10 prize winners. 
The Ranger Song collection event has received great public engagement as well. 
The song collection was first release on WWF’s official Wechat channel in Nov, 
2017 and received intensive interactions from our online fans.
Link of Ranger Song MV: https://m.weibo.cn/status/4213780969391129?sou
rceType=weixin&from=1083295010&wm=9006_2001&featurecode=newtitle 
 

Hunting Department summed up the results of 2017
Anti-poaching in the Amur tiger range is one of the priorities of the Primorye 
Hunting Department, supported by WWF. The daily work of the task groups is 
aimed at preventing, detecting and suppressing illegal hunting.
On January 25, 2018 in Ussuriisk the Hunting Department of Primorsky Province 

and its subordinate Directorate for the Wildlife and PAs 
Protection summed up the results of their activities in 2017.
In 2017, 11 Department’s task groups conducted 2,519 
patrols (2,622 in 2016). As a result, 1,993 protocols on 
hunting offenses were compiled (1,038 in 2016), 123 units 
of unregistered firearms were confiscated (140 in 2016) of 
which 40 (42 in 2016) were with a rifled barrel. 46 carcasses 
of illegally killed animals (16 roe deer, 9 wild boars, 4 deer, 
12 spotted deer, 1 musk deer, 1 Himalayan bear and 3 brown 
bears) were seized (105 in 2016). Five criminal cases were 
initiated.
WWF quarterly pays bonuses to the inspectors. In addition, 

the winners of 2017 in nominations "The Leader", "Ungulates" and "Arms" have 
been determined. When choosing the best task groups, the number of compiled 
protocols, seized illegal weapons and illegally killed ungulates is taken into 
account. Additional indicators such as the quality and number of patrols and the 
conduct of preventive anti-poaching measures also very important.
Quarterly seminars for the inspectors of the task groups held by WWF specialists 
and experienced lawyers  has  a good effect: the number of dismissed protocols has 
reduced as well as the number of administrative cases terminated for such reasons 
as incorrectly filled documents or lack of facts, which are the evidence base.
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7.Other News
Self-assessment and exchange of views on improved conservation among Onon River Fishing 
Club members 
Onon River fishing club is responsible for fishing management in the hunting 
region of Onon River basin. Though a progress seen in conservation activities, 
there are still some concerns to be addressed for them. To identify major barriers 

and their practical solutions, performances of the fishing 
management plan have been assessed.
This time, the WWF Mongolia assigned the fishing club 
members to self-assess their performances. The assignment 
was performed by 35 members of the fishing club. Majority 
of the fishers, who took place in this self-assessment, have 
agreed to include more practical activities rather than 
complicated or impractical ones in the management plan. 
“Importantly, a major concern is a lack of funding which 
often prevents from effective implementation of planned 
conservation activities. We believe that the self-assessment 

results are realistic and we are able to openly discuss about our strengths and 
weaknesses. Thus, we do expect more progressive results from the next activities” 
said by the fishers. In fact, a direct message “only protection” for the fishers 
would be useless. Instead, their knowledge and capacities need to be improved. 
Therefore, the WWF-Mongolia regularly organizes capacity building trainings 
including better understanding on laws for Onon River fishing club members. 
 

Eco-club members are willing to be more active
Young people, namely school children are active participants in nature conservation. 
Thus, the WWF-Mongolia pays its attention to improved ecological education 

and environmental awareness of eco-club members-school 
children in Onon River Basin.
Under this task, the WWF-Mongolia organizes series 
educational and awareness events including meetings and 
trainings for the eco-club members.  For instance, training is 
organized under a campaign “Tree Retains Water and Water 
Retains Life”. As of March, 2018, four out of seven trainings 
organized in the seven soums in Onon River basin have been 
organized for the eco-club members.     
The school children are taught with “human needs are 
infinite, but natural resources are finite”, which is interpreted 

in a simple language: the livelihoods can be improved through sustainable natural 
resource. The topic is informative for the children. The eco-club members-children 
are active and make their contributions in conservation at local level; however, they 
are still willing to do more.  Thus, we are listening to them regarding the priority 
issues and what they are willing to do in the nearest future –said by the training 
organizers.  At the end of training, the eco-club members-children have agreed to be 
more pro-active and optimize its activities through their updated annual work plans. 
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The 25th Anniversary of WWF Mongolia-Full of Successes and Achievements
Full of successes and achievements in the past, WWF Mongolia commemorated 
its 25th anniversary with a special meeting event on January 17, 2018.  The 
event highlighting the anniversary was a gathering of pioneering and current 
colleagues of WWF Mongolia community including specialists, researchers, and 

scientists.  They presented their success stories conservation 
of the critically endangered and endangered wildlife, 
an identity of the WWF community, integrated water 
resource management, community based natural resource 
management, and education for sustainable development 
to the event participants-honoured delegates. The event, on 
other hand, has become a presentation on what the WWF 
Mongolia community has done and achieved within the 25 
years to the public.
The commemorative event was attended by the 
representatives from the partners such as authorities 
of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism and other 

governmental and non-governmental organizations, research institutions, and 
environmental practitioners at invitation. Highlighted the WWF contributions 
to the environmental conservation in Mongolia, the representatives shared their 
congratulatory messages. Moreover, the event participants were presented with 
planned activities of WWF Mongolia community in the nearest future and shared 
the options for cooperation in the future activities.  Under the commemorative 
event, the WWF Mongolia community presented the “25 Success Stories of WWF 
Mongolia” to the public.

For more information please contact:
Chen Xu, Senior communication Officer, WWF-China, chenxu@wwfchina.org

Selenge Gantumur, Communication officer, WWF-Mongolia, selenge@wwf.mn 

Yulia Fomenko, Communication Manager, WWF-Russia's Amur Branch, yfomenko@wwf.ru 


