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1. A word to the world
Huangnihe Nature Reserve has become the first CA|TS registered member in China

Sep. 25th, 2016, in Changbai Mountain Nature Reserve, on the “2016 China Forestry 
Tourism Festival – Changbai Mountain International Ecological Forum”, Huangnihe 
Nature Reserve was officially offered CA|TS registered certification by Mr. Jeffrey 
McNeely, senior consultant of Asia Development Bank. 

In the recent years, Huangnihe Nature Reserve has reached great achievements in the 
fields of monitoring, anti-poaching, and NTFP project, with the support of WWF China. 
As a result, Huangnihe Nature Reserve has passed the registering standards of CA|TS, and 
has become the first CA|TS registered member in China.

Senior manager of Asia Big Cats program WWF China, Liu peiqi, pointed out that the 
registering of CA|TS would be significant for the management ability improvement of 
Huangnihe nature reserve and international influence of Amur tiger protection. 

In the recent future, WWF China will support the establishment of Jilin CA|TS committee 
and help to improve the ability of protection and management of Huangnihe nature 
reserve. Our goal is that Huangnihe nature reserve will pass all the evaluation and become 
an approved member of CA|TS in 2017. At the meantime, WWF China will continue 
promoting CA|TS in China and helping to improve the management ability of all the Amur 
tiger nature reserves in China. 
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«Tiger heroes» awarded on Tiger Day in Vladivostok (Russia)

Yury Darman, head of WWF Russia Amur branch, awarded with the Russia President 
Honorary Diploma for his outstanding efforts in the Amur tiger conservation. Yury 
dedicated over 40 years to nature conservation and achieved high results. Yury’s colleagues 
and friends congratulate him with the high accolade with all their hearts. 

Bikin National Park gets started (Russia)
On September 20, the Policy on Bikin National 
Park came into force. Also, the Park’s head who 
was nominated by the indigenous communities 
was finally appointed.
It has become clear that the Ministry on 
Natural Resources and Environment of Russia 
considered all proposals developed by the 
initiative group of indigenous people with 
the support of WWF and Primorsky Province 
Administration. 
For the first time ever in Russia, the main document of the national park encompasses not 
only nature conservation aims but also focuses on the support of the traditional life style 
of aboriginals, sustaining their environment and securing their rights to co-manage the 
Park’s territory. In accordance with the Policy provisions, the indigenous communities are 
allowed to conduct their traditional economic activities and lead their traditional lifestyle 
in the three zones of the Park (recreational, economic use, and extensive nature use 
zone) covering 8000 square kilometers which is 5% of the entire Primorsky Province. To 
effectively exercise the rights of aboriginals a special council will be formed consisting of 
their representatives with the Council’s head to be responsible for traditional nature use.
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Winners of a drawing contest tripped to Sohond (Mongolia)

Onon-Balj NP Administration cooperates with Sohond Biosphere SPA Administration 
in the Russian Federation.  One of the activities annually organized is a drawing contest 
under a specific topic for secondary school children in the soums included in Onon-
Balj NP buffer zone and the best selected drawings are sent to Sohond Biosphere SPA 
Administration.  This year’s contest was announced and organized with a topic “Amur’s 
Head-Protected Area”.
  

The contest was announced for senior grade students and winners of the contest were 
invited to and participated in summer training for international students held in Aguzakan 
of Sohond Biosphere SPA on 25-29 July, 2016.  During this gathering, a contest for 
the summer camp’s logo design was announced and a logo designed by a student from 
Mongolia was selected as the best.  Additionally, teams from the Russian Federation 
and Mongolia competed in sports and art contests including drawing those were much 
interesting and motivating for the children participated.  
The school children were taken to scenic areas of the SPA and the Kira district, where 
Sohond Biosphere SPA Administration, a museum, a school, and historical monuments 
are located.
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2. United for Conservation effectiveness
Amur River Basin trans-boundary reserve cooperation agreement signed between Russia and 
China
In July, authorities of Forestry Department of China and Russia signed the Amur River 
Basin trans-boundary reserve cooperation agreement. The agreement involves 28 nature 

reserves both in China and Russia with the total 
area of 20,179.15 square kilometers. Among 
the 28 nature reserves, 16 are in China with 
the area of 12,172.23 square kilometers, which 
compose 60.32% of the whole cooperation area. 
A working group that lead by the authorities 
of Forestry Department together with experts 
and heads from different nature reserves, was 
established in both China and Russia to promote 
the cooperation smoothly. In the future, China 
and Russia will cooperate in the following fields: 
Siberian tiger, Leopard, Oriental white stork, 

Waterfowl, Crane, Eco-tourism, Environmental education, Deer population tracking, 
Animal and plant research in Xingkai lake area. Based on the framework agreement, 
WWF China Northeast Office and WWF Russia Far East Office were designated as the 
coordinators of the transboundary cooperation to support the working groups.
Liu peiqi, director of WWF Northeast China Office, said that the agreement signing was a 
milestone event, and full cooperation of wildlife and environmental protection in the Amur 
River Basin trans-boundary reserve would be launched in the future. 

Experts from Russia and Mongolia to learn more on planning
Daursky Nature Reserve hosted an Open 
Standards seminar on how to work out 
management plans for transboundary 
protected areas of the Amur River basin. 
Representatives of three Mongolian and 
six Russian PAS came to the meeting as 
well as specialists from the both countries 
WWF offices. The Open Standards method 
suggests the conduction of a true-to-life, 
comprehensive analysis of nature and 
social environment of each PA. On its 
base all nature conservation projects and 
programs are being developed and put into 
action. The participants tried to make a 
joint work plan, to assess existing threats, and define strategic tasks for conservation of the 
Daursky Ecoregion using Daursky International Protected Area (DIPA) as an example. The 
meeting is a good demonstration of the mutual interests to conserve nature of Russia and 
Mongolia. 
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Jilin Province nature reserves have wetland protect and management training (China)
Sep.11th-14th, in the Xinlicheng reservoir hotel 
meeting room, approximately 40 staffs from 
19 different state-owned nature reserves in 
Jilin province joined the training. During the 
three days training, knowledge of wetland, 
regulations and policies of wetland protection, 
and modern management methods, including 
Project Cycle Management (PCM), Project 
Program Management System (PPMS), SWOT 
analysis, SMART strategy, cluster analysis, 
were presented and discussed lead by WWF 
China senior consultant Ms. Liang Haitang and Jilin Province Wetland Protection and 

Management Office senior engineer Mr. Li Shusheng.   
Ms. Liang Haitang and Mr. Li Shusheng took a flexible 
method of training to enhance the interest of staffs. Staffs 
were arranged into groups and everyone had his respective 
position in the team. Interesting examples from daily life 
were used to introduce different management theories. In 
addition to the theories, practical exemples were also shared 
and discussed. For example, Ms. Liang Haitang introduced 
a processing method dealing with rural domestic sewage. 
Rural domestic sewage could be turned to reclaimed water 

in constructed wetlands by running the sewage through filtering layers. Most of staffs 
claimed that it was the first time they had so much fun while learning useful knowledge 
and experience. Mr. Tang chun said that after the training, he had a better understanding 
of how to analyze problems effectively and how to put forward improving measures 
accurately, which would be crucial for his work in the future.

Khabarovsky Province perfects operations of the Hunting Service (Russia)
In cooperation with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources of Khabarovsky Province, WWF 
organized a pre-arranged seminar for 37 
representatives of the Hunting Department 
and law enforcement agencies. These two 
organizations minimize conflicts with wild 
animals on different stages. Well-coordinated 
actions of these two services contribute a lot to 
the conservation of nature, and saving animals 
and, in some cases, human lives. Among the 
topics for discussion were: how to define the 

illegal hunt and how to calculate the damage caused by it, how to ensure veterinary safety 
and control, how to conduct forensic examination and the incidents site examination.



You said Big Cats? Russian Tiger Festival In Vladivostok
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3. You said Big Cats?
2016 Global Tiger Day – “Thumbs Up for Tigers” Jilin, Wangqing, China

29th. Jul, 2016, Wangqing, Jiling, China, the 6th Global Tiger Day ceremony with the 
theme of “Thumbs Up for Tigers” was hosted jointly by WWF China, Jiling Forestry 
Department, and Yanbian Forestry Department to summarize and review past results of 
Siberian tiger protection and to discuss future strategy. Approximately 150 people, 
including authorities from Jilin Forestry Department and Heilongjiang Forestry 
Department, experts from universities, staffs from different nature reserves of Jilin and 
Heilongjiang, Russian delegation, Corporation delegation, attended the ceremony. 

During the ceremony, authorities, experts, staffs of nature reserves have given presentation 
of their outstanding protection works and shared their experience. Students from China 
and Russia performed tiger theme theater shows on the public square of Wangqing and 
drew great attentions of local public. As a result, in addition to the people who attended 
the event, many local citizens participated into the “thumbs up” signature ceremony on the 
square. They signed their finger prints on the board in different colors and signed their 
name to celebrate the Global Tiger Day and to support the Tx2 plan.

In the afternoon, a workshop of art, 
drawing tiger pictures on the shells 
and skins were conducted between 
the Chinese and Russian students 
on the square. While, in the room, a 
round table meeting between nature 
reserve staffs and corporation 
delegates were conducted for better 
understanding of each other’s needs and for future cooperation, 
especially on the Tiger Friendly Community Project. 
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Online Campaign (China)

An online campaign of Global Tiger Day has been 
launched from 1st. Jul till 31th. Jul for a whole month 
on Chinese social media platforms with special focus on 
Weibo, the Chinese Twitter. In addition to the regular 
contents publishing, multiple online activities have been 
launched during July, including tiger drawing contest, 
thumbs up photos sharing, Q&A interaction, and Weibo 
Sticker promotion. During the tiger drawing contest, 
Chinese citizens showed strong passion and great talent. 
Great art works have been collected, and some of them 
have been produced as postcards and souvenirs. Besides, 
four celebrities of China, music and movie stars, have 
participated online campaign and have urged the public 
to care about the wild tigers. As a result, tens of millions 
of people have view the contents of Global Tiger Day, 
thousands have participated online activities.

China invites Russia to celebrate the Global Tiger Day 
On 29 July, children from bordering areas in Jilin Province, China, and southwestern 
Primorye, Russia, celebrated the Global Tiger Day together. The Russian delegation of 25 
people was represented by WWF Russia Amur branch staff, 17 secondary school students 
of Khasansky and Nadezhdinsky districts of Primorsky Province, and their teachers. These 
children are members of nature protection brigades, and propaganda teams. The photo 
show, art exhibition and video film demonstration about the tiger were prepared as well as 
the concert performances of students and tiger quiz. Kids from Russia learnt a tiger song 
of a local author and sang it together with their friends from China.
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Academic book “Population and habitat of Amur leopard in China” presented on Global Tiger Day 
At the beginning of Jul, 2016, academic book “Population 
and habitat of Amur leopard in China” jointly edited by 
WWF China and The Feline Research Center of State 
Forestry Administration of China (SFA-FRC) has been 
officially published. On 29th.Jul, the Global Tiger Day, Dr. 
Jiang Guangshun gave a presentation of the research in the 
book during the ceremony. Authorities from the Forestry 
Department and staffs from nature reserves discussed the 
research and conclusion at the mean time. Most of the 
participants agreed that the book is a great academic work 

that contains deep research of leopard in the northeast China and full summary of nearly 
past 10-year protection work of WWF China and its partners. The book concludes that it is 
very hopeful for the leopard to recover in northeast China. According to the book, there is 
about 50,000 square kilometers habitat of leopard in northeast China, which is enough for 
approximate 200 individuals of leopard. The best habitat of about 5,200 square kilometers 
locates in the border area of Wangqing and Hunchun between China and Russia. The book 
was edited based on the individual monitoring data of leopard in northeast China from 
2004 to 2014 and infrared monitoring data from 2012 to 2015. With multiple models, the 
book provides a full evaluation of Amur leopard population and habitat, and suggests three 
protection units, two ecological corridors, and 14 future actions.

Russian Tiger Festival 
Vladivostok. On September 24, the city celebrated the tiger cubs bronze sculpture’s 
birthday. WWF staff organized the tiger quiz consisting of questions about the tigers. 
A contest of tiger-poems reciters “Wild Trio” was held. Kids who have learnt tiger 
and leopard poems by heart received diplomas and small gifts. The Vladivostok city 
Administration celebrated the cubs’ birthday each year. Maybe the high officials feel 
themselves responsible for the event since WWF handed over to them the cubs’ “birth 
certificate” at the opening ceremony three years ago?
On September 25, thousands brightly dressed kids and grownups joined together to parade 
along the main street of the city. A special program with quizzes, competitions, all-prize 
lottery etc. was presented for children and adults at WWF’s pavilion in the central square. 
Tiger Day was celebrated also in Amurskaya, Evreiskaya, Khabarovsky Provinces and in 
other cities and villages of Primorye.

Tiger Day video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWTrBkO6i4k

Eco festival celebrated in the Land of Leopard (Russia) 
160 secondary school  students gathered on 
September 17 in Slavaynka for the celebration of 
The Forest Fairytale. Each school of Khasansky 
District formed a team to make a forest-related 
mini performance and got prepared for different 
intellectual contests and active games. The holiday 
dedicated to the Amur leopard was held for the 14th 
time in a raw. The trip to Vladivostok to become part 
of the Tiger Day was the mail prize for the winners.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWTrBkO6i4k
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Heilongjiang delegates had a study trip to Land of Leopard National Park (China)
From 10th July to 15th July, 2016, the delegates 
f r o m  G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  B u r e a u  o f 
Heilongjiang Forestry and Industry Group, 
Heilongjiang Dongfanghong National Nature 
Reserve, Heilongjiang Laoyeling National Nature 
Reserve, Heilongjiang Dongjincheng Nature 
Reserve, Heilongjiang Muling National Nature 
Reserve had a study trip in Land of Leopard 
National Park. The trip was a very deep experience 
sharing on Amur tiger between China and Russia. 
These four nature reserves are very important for 
Amur tiger protection in Heilongjiang province. 
The Chinese delegates had a workshop and a field 
trip to Land of Leopard National Park in terms 
of Amur tiger and leopard conservation, camera 
trap monitoring, research, management, and 
fire prevention. The Chinese delegates also had 
a meeting with the Russian hunting department for a review of performance of the MOU 
between two sides. The Chinese delegates and WWF Russia-Amur Branch also had a 
strategic discussion of Amur tiger protection cooperation. 
“The experience of Land of Leopard National Park is very valuable, since China is now 
planning its Amur tiger national park,” Zhang Shusen said, the director of General 
Administrative Bureau of Heilongjiang Forestry and Industry Group. All the Chinese 
nature reserve delegates expressed that they would conduct the excellent experience of 
Amur tiger conservations from this study trip in their future works.
 

Forest Industry of Northeast China creates nature reserves (Russia)
The meeting of the Forest Industry Bureau of 
Heilongjiang Province with the Hunting Department 
of Primorsky Province took place on 12-13 July 
in Vladivostok with WWF support. The visit was 
organized within the framework of the Memorandum 
for transboundary cooperation on the Amur tiger 
and Far Eastern leopard conservation signed in 2013. 
The main issue of the meeting was to strengthen 
transboundary ecological corridor on the Ussury River 
connecting the Russian population of Amur tigers with 
the isolated tiger group in the Wandashan Mountains 
of China. The participants agreed to continue work on 
camera trap monitoring, data exchange, as well as to 
create the Sino-Russian working group to coordinate 
joint activities and the implementation of the joint 
Action plan. Another objective of the visit of Chinese reserves representatives in Primorsky 
Province was to learn more about the work of “Land of the Leopard” National Park. Staff 
of the National Park introduced the Chinese colleagues to the Park’s protection system, 
zoning and forest management, made a tour along the ecological trail. The parties agreed 
to prepare proposals for further cooperation including the exchange of tiger and leopard 
camera trap photo base.

More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14432

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14432 
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Autumn camera trap monitoring group review in Hunchun (China)
The regular Autumn camera trap monitoring group review was held in Hunchun for 
a field data review during the period of Spring 2016. The six camera trap monitoring 
teams, including Administrative Bureau of Hunchun National Nature Reserve, Hunchun 
Municipal Forestry Bureau, Wangqing Forestry Bureau, Wangqing County Forestry 
Bureau, Tiaoqialing Forestry Bureau, and Huangnihe Forestry Bureau, have shared their 
camera trap monitoring results and integrated their data into the database. Jilin Forestry 
Department and WWF China cooperatively organized the regular review. An integrated 
report for spring 2016 will be developed thereafter. The camera trap monitoring in autumn 
2016 (September 15-Novemer 15) was also planned.
   

Jilin Tianqiaoling Amur Tiger Nature Reserve upgraded to national level (China)
WWF has supported Jilin Tianqiaoling Amur Tiger National Nature Reserve to be a 
national reserve for a long time. The nature reserve will have a significant improvement in 
terms of management and conservation capacity through this upgrading. WWF facilitated 
the field surveys and the plan of the national nature reserve. The total area of this nature 
reserve has also been expanded by ten thousand hectors due to the upgrading. 
This nature reserve has played a very important role in tiger dispersal from China-Russia 
border area to Huangnihe area, in land of China. WWF China has provided many supports 
to its management and team building since the establishment of Tianqiaoling nature 
reserve in 2014.

An evidence of a tiger’s settlement in Heilongjiang Xiaobeihu National Nature Reserve (China)
Captured by a camera in June 15th, 2016, the tiger has 
been back to Heilongjiang Xiaobeihu National Nature 
Reserve since its last camera record in November 26, 
2015. This is a direct evidence of the tiger’s settlement in 
this area.
Heilongjiang Xiaobeihu National Nature Reserve is 
neighboring with Huangnihe-Dongjincheng-Dahailin-
Baishishan area, 300 kilometers away from the China-
vRussia border. The camera trap and informant reports 
showed that there were 3-4 tigers in this area, including a sign of a female tiger by footprint 
and urine DNA test. This is a very encouraging sign that a real population settlement of 
Amur tiger is forming in the land of China.

Picture: The tiger recorded by camera on June 15, 2016 in Heilongjiang Xiaobeihu 
National Nature Reserve, Ningan, Heilongjiang
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The tiger Uporny probably found his mate (Russia)
Field check of the GPS collar data held in late 
August in Khabarovsky Province showed that the 
tiger has finally settled in the Gur River basin and 
ready for family life. For over a year the experts 
of WWF Russia, the Amur Tiger Center and the 
Khabarovsky Province Hunting Department have 
been tracking the movements of the rehabilitated 
tiger nicknamed Uporny. On 26-29 August, the field 
expedition was organized to Uporny’s lands. Having 
examined one of the ridges where the tiger spent five 
days the experts found evidences of a possible tiger 
mating.  This means that Uporny not only hunts 
successfully but also has grown up enough to breed. 
The information about Uporny being received by the 
scientific institutions, governmental and grassroots 
organizations is regarded as unique and important 
for the further work on mitigation conflicts between 
tigers and humans. This is the reason why the 
decision to remove the GPS collar was cancelled. 
At least, one year and a half the specialists will 
continue receiving valuable data on Uporny’s life in 
Khabarovsky Province wilderness.

More details are here: http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14520

http://www.wwf.ru/resources/news/article/eng/14520
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4. When the belt is green
While young, be with the nature - AHEC Ambassador Campaign launched（China）

What is the most important for the future of environment protection? Next generation! 
Environment education could not be more important at this moment. In addition to 
theoretical education in the classroom, practical education in the fields of nature reserves 
could be very helpful for a better understanding of environment protection work. In order 
to protect the Amur-Heilong greenbelt and promote protection concept, WWF Freshwater 
program has launched AHEC (Amur-Heilong Eco-region complex) Ambassador Campaign, 
and has convened college students from country 
wide of China to participate. Professor Wang 
Qiang from Northeast Institute of Geography and 
Agroecology, Chinese Academy of sciences, has 
been hired as the tutorial expert of AHEC 
Ambassador Campaign.

After the first phase of the project in Xingkai lake, 
in July, the second phase has launched. In the 
second phase of AHEC Ambassador Campaign, 
three research routes targeting 8 nature reserves, 
including Momoge, Xianghai, Zhalong, Honghe, 
Sangjiang, Qixinghe, Dalai lake, and Huihe in 
Jilin, Heilongjiang, and Inner Mongolia, were 
launched simultaneously. With the nationwide 
public recruitment via internet, about 300 
candidates signed up for participation and finally 
we chose 8 best candidates as WWF volunteers to 
join the project by voting among project manager, 
tutorial expert and WWF staff. From July 11th to 
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16th, 8 WWF volunteers were arranged into 
three groups all lead by WWF staffs to run the 
three different field research routes at the same 
time. During the field trip, all  the WWF 
volunteers in three groups have done METT 
reserves evaluation, White Stork and Rice 
p r o j e c t  a n d  W i l d  A n i m a l s  A t t i t u d e 
questionnaire research, under the instruction of 
WWF staff, tutorial expert and staffs of local 
nature reserves. 

Through the practical research education in the fields of nature reserves, all 8 WWF 
volunteers have got the first-hand experience of nature reserve protection work and a 
better understanding of the relationship between nature reserve and local community. 
After a week’s field trip, they used the data to analyze the current advantages and 
disadvantages of certain nature reserves’ management. Then, all three groups gathered 
together in Changchun to report their research results to the WWF-NE committee and to 
share their experience with each other.In the future, special training of nature reserve 
management will be provided to related staffs according to AHEC ambassadors’ research 
to improve management ability. We believe that all the WWF volunteers will forward their 
experience and environment protection concept to more people around them and to urge 
more people to care about environment protection.

At the end of July, two best candidates from the 8 WWF volunteers were selected to join 
the third phase of AHEC Ambassador Campaign at the border area in Russia. 

Students from Russia and China learn how to protect nature of Amur
On July 25-August 1, the field school for 
young eco-inspectors was held in Amurskaya 
Province. The school is a traditional form 
of learning and sharing knowledge for the 
students’  nature conservation brigades 
operating in Siberia and the Russia Far East.  
This time two students from China and WWF-
China expert joined the field camp. Within 
the week the participants were trained on how 
cooperate with mass media, how to raise funds, 
how to collaborate with non-governmental and 
governmental agencies. They also learn the basics of nature legislation, the history of the 
students’ brigades movement, and how to raise public awareness. The work plan for 2017 
was developed as a result of the field school.
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Members of local fishers’ club organized “Taimen Day” at their initiative (Mongolia)

The campaign for Taimen conservation initiated and supported by the WWF-Mongolia 
has been successfully implemented in the soums located in Onon River basin since 2010.  
One of the successful efforts initiated under the campaign is the club of fishers, which was 
formed by the local individuals used to illegally fish in the basin. To date, the conservation 
efforts being jointly managed and organized through the club show specific results and 
achievements.     

At their initiative, the club members, local 
fishers of Onon River, organized “Taimen Day” 
in Dadal soum of Khentii aimag on August 6, 
2016 with the purpose to improve awareness 
on importance of Taimen (Hucho taimen), the 
freshwater indicator, and provide knowledge on 
proper fishing techniques for local people and 
the club members.  The event was attended by 
over 100 participants represented the fishers’ 
club from the soums in Onon River Basin, the 

WWF-Mongolia, Onon-Balj NP Administration, and local residents.  Under the Taimen 
Day, the organizers made a brief introduction on Taimen and its conservation and organized 
demonstration training on fly fishing.  In addition to these, they organized a contest of 
techniques to cast fishing rods and catch and release fish. It was an interesting event for 
the audience so that local people and fishers widely took place in it.  The demonstration 
training on fly fishing included both the theoretical and practical aspects was organized on 
the bank of Balj River.  During the Day event, a contest “Question and Answer” on Taimen 
and fish hunting was organized for the public. Each question was pulled out and answered.  
It was also interesting and informative for the participants.                               
In practice, the promotions dedicated only for protection of fish seem an unwise tactic 
for fishers.  Instead, the promotions provided them with extensive knowledge and skill 
development is more useful and practical.  In this line, members of fishers’ club from the 
soums located in Onon River basin are provided with capacity building training focused 
on improved legal understanding. During the Day event, members of the club have had the 
understanding on the Law on Fauna.
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Scientists shared their knowledge with teachers (Russia)
In early July, the annual three-days-long 
seminar for 14 teachers of Khasansky and 
Nadezhdinsky Districts (the main leopard 
habitat) was held by the researchers 
from the Biology and Soil Institute of 
the Russian Academy of Science, District 
Department  o f  Educat ion,  and  the 
Development Institute for Education with 
the support of WWF. Modern educational 
standards suggest that the secondary 
schools students should be skilled to run 
research projects, so the teachers were 
introduced to the methods used when doing such projects. The seminar’s participants were 
instructed on how the soil can be examined, how to define its composition and find out the 
level of contamination. Among other issues were how to calculate recreational pressure 
on ecosystems caused by ecotourism, how to define the level of vegetation trampling, and 
how to seek opportunities for its restoration. Also, the methods to research fresh water 
reservoirs and aquatic organisms were presented to the teachers. 

School authorities promise to support eco-club initiatives and activities (Mongolia)
An experience sharing meeting was organized 
by members of children’s eco-clubs of Dadal and 
Norovlin soums of Khentii aimag on September 
15, 2016 with the purpose to encourage and 
stimulate interactions and mutual learning process 
of teachers and students, and improve ecological 
education.  During this meeting, the eco-club 
members organized an Open Day of the Eco-Clubs, 
where they showed their dramatic performances 
on illegal hunting of Mongolian gazelle to their 
school teachers, educators, and workers and soum authorities.  The performance was 
one of interesting entertainments for the audiences.  The eco-club members presented 

their proposed activities for this academic year 
for exchange of their thoughts and comments.  At 
the end of the discussion, the school authorities, 
teachers, and educators promised to support and 
cooperate in all respects with regard to the eco-clubs’ 
activities.  
One of adorable events during the meeting was the 
watching of Mongolian gazelle and waterfowl birds. 
The participants-school children watched a gathering 
of White-naped crane in a territory of Norovlin soum.  

Their trip was supported by secondary schools 
of the soums, Onon-Balj NP Administration, and 
Eastern Regional Office of WWF-Mongolia.  The 
school authorities, teachers, and educators said that 
these types of meeting including the Open Day and 
field trip encourage and stimulate either eco-club 
members or school authorities including teachers to 
be interactive and collaborative.
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5. Walking through evergreen Forest
New methodic on intact forest lands was tested (Russia)

At the initiative of WWF and FSC Russia 
in Primorye. This summer, the first 
draft of the methodical approaches to 
zone the intact forest landscapes (IFL) 
in the southern Far East developed 
by WWF Russia was submitted for 
public discussion and comments.  The 
methodical approaches to zone the 
intact forest landscapes answering 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  e c o n o m i c a l ,  a n d 
social interests of the region are being 
developed for the southern Far East the 
first time. In September, the methodic 
was tested in the field by a group of 

specialists from different parts of Russia. Experts from WWF, FSC, Sochinsky NP, the 
Moscow State University, JSC Terneyles took part in the field work. The methodical 
approaches are supposed to be included into the new version of the National Forest 
Stewardship Standards.

A monitoring survey on biodiversity was conducted (Mongolia)
Research and monitoring is an important part of nature 
conservation because specific natural features, wildlife 
populations, and interrelationships of the biodiversity are 
known and assessed and the most optimal approaches and 
options are defined for conservation activities based on 
research and monitoring results.  In this line, a monitoring 
survey was conducted in Khar Yamaat NR through 
cooperation with researchers from the Department of 
Biology at the National University of Mongolia. Under this 
monitoring, plants, insects, birds, and mammals of the NR and their habitats, potential 
risks and threats have been assessed. In addition to these, the current state of relic forests 
was assessed and a focus was given to identification of any specific species of insects 

inhabiting in the NR, which might be one of tourist 
attractions.  Rangers of Khar Yamaat NR took part in this 
monitoring survey.  According to the researchers, one of 
immediate tasks is to assess the current state, distribution, 
and ongoing changes of poplar stands within the NR. The 
final survey results will be available in November.  
To add a piece of information on Khar Yamaat NR herein, 
the NR lies in territories of Khentii and Sukhbaatar aimags 
and supports continued low mountains at the end of Khan 

Khentii Mountain range those are rarely seen in the rest of steppe region. It is a home to 
the biodiversity and specific landscape features of low mountainous forest steppe at the 
end of Khan Khentii Mountain range and Kherlen River floodplain.
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The Living Taiga Environmental Journalism Contest winners meet on Petrov Island (Russia)
A  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e 
contest winners call a School for 
Environmental Journalism was held 
on August 11-5 in the Lazo State 
Nature Reserve with the support of 
WWF, the Amur Tiger Center, and 
the Union of eco press-clubs of the 
Russian Far East. Participation in the 
field School is the highest award of the 
Living Taiga contest. This meeting was 
a ten-year anniversary. 70 journalists 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  3 6  m a s s  m e d i a 
organizations from across the Russian 
Far East gathered together to share the knowledge, to learn more on nature conservation 
actions of the governmental and non-governmental organizations.

A study tour to Khustai National Park (Mongolia)
T h e  W W F - M o n g o l i a  h a s  b e e n 
delegated with daily management of the 
Administration of Khar Yamaat Nature 
Reserve (NR) in Eastern Mongolia on 
contract basis since July, 2013.  Engagement 
of local communities in nature conservation 
is vitally important.  Therefore, a study tour 
to Khustai NP was organized for the local 
stakeholders those do closely cooperate 
with the NR Administration on 21-23, 
September, 2016.   

The tour was joined by representatives of Women’s Councils, youth, and older people, 
community organizations (“nuhurlul” in Mongolian), and volunteer rangers from 
Tumentsogt soum of Sukhbaatar aimag and Bayan-ovoo soum of Khentii aimag located in 
Khar Yamaat NR. Purpose of the tour was to present community based tourism activities 
on-site for experience sharing and replication of best practices in Khar Yamaat NR and to 
identify specific areas of further cooperation with Khustai NP.  
On the first day of the experience sharing tour, the participants were presented with 
the activities provided clear understanding on community contributions and effective 
approaches of cooperation in the conservation efforts undertaken at local level. In the 
evening of the first day, they had a discussion for brainstorming on potential ways and 
options to be replicable in the NR and potential ways of further cooperation with the NP.  

On the second day, the participants visited “Bayan-Songint” nuhurlul (community 
organization), one of the best/leading community organizations in the country, to be 
presented with its operations and learned a lot from the community organization.  The 
best practices shared include the practices of sustainable use of pastureland, cooperation 
through huhurlul, and importance of livelihood improvement while protecting the 
nature and environment.  As a result of this experience sharing tour, local community 
organizations have identified directions of their further cooperation and reached a 
common understanding.
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6. Let Economy talks Environment! 
Together, Back to the Blue (China)
Every year, after the autumn harvest, 
usually in October, the air pollution is 
usually very serious in the northeast 
of China, especially in the countryside. 
One of the most important crops in the 
northeast is maize. However, the maize 
straws can be very trouble after the 
harvest. The traditional way to deal with 
the maize straws is to burn them right 
in the field. However, massive burning 
in the open air can cause serious air 
pollution. To solve this problem and 
to use maize straws in a scientific way, 
WWF-China started the “Back to The Blue” project. In the project, WWF-China and its 
partners use machine to make maize straws into biological fuel for daily use instead of 
burning them. To make the biological fuel more efficient, WWF-China also help local 
families in the village to install special designed energy saving stoves. With the energy 
saving stoves, local family can use the biological fuel made of maize straws for cooking and 
heating with more efficiency. 

In July, the second phase of the “Back to The Blue” project 
has already started. We chose Ganzi village and Anzi village 
as experimental units after field research. WWF-China has 
arranged and installed 150 energy saving stoves in Ganzi 
village and 350 in Anzi village to make sure that every family 
has the equipment to use the biological fuel. Local villagers 
reacted very actively. Most of them think that it’s meaningful 
for the environment and also related to their own lives. A 
villager told us that the energy saving stove had been installed 
in her house and she looked forward to using it. She said that 
she was very excited to use the straw particles, which are more 
efficient but cheaper than traditional coal and firewood.
The second phase of project 
progresses more smoothly with 

the experience of the first phase. All the installation has 
already finished. In addition, the project has got the strong 
support of Qian’an government. Qian’an government has 
invested 500,000 RMB to set up the factory to produce the 
straw biological fuel. The factory is planned to be completed 
by the end of September and to run for the first time in the 
autumn harvest right after October. During this period, 
WWF-China and Qian’an government have also advocated 
the use of straw biological fuel and environment protection 
knowledge in the village.
Through this project, we believe that the straw burning and 
air pollution will reduce gradually in the countryside. In the 
future, straw recycling for alternative fuels will play a major 
role to improve the air quality and living condition in the 
countryside of northeast China.
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Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve opens craft workshop (Russia) 

In the village of Terney, at the base of the Reserve’s Information Center a craft workshop 
was opened with the support of WWF. At the moment, either kids or grownups can joint 
lessons and create clayware but in the future the souvenirs will be made of horn and 
wood. According to the Reserve’s Administration, the workshop is not an entertainment. 
It is a good chance to provide eco-tourists with quality souvenirs and to give the local 
people additional revenue. During the summer holidays about 50 kids were involved in 
the pottery every week. The Reserve’s Administration expects much more kids to join the 
workshop in autumn when the school starts.

Yanwen Jiao, Communication Officer
WWF-China
ywjiao@wwfchina.org Tel :+86 431 8111 2681 Fax : +86 431 8111 2671
Selenge Gantumur, Communication officer
WWF-Mongolia
selenge@wwf.mn  tel: 976-11-311659  fax: 976-11-310237
Yulia Fomenko, Communication Manager
WWF-Russia, Amur Branch
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